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The sixth Executive Council meeting of the present biennial 
general assembly period took place on July 7 and 8. As this 
was the last Executive Council meeting prior to the upcoming 
39th General Assembly (2014), the meeting was extended for 
an extra two hours, ending at 5 p.m. Due to the temporary 
relocation of the office and two boards of the Kyodan to a 
site with no space for such gatherings, the meeting was held 
at the newly built Fujimicho Church.

Following the opening worship service, led by council 
member Sugawara Tsutomu, General Secretary Nagasaki 
Tetsuo gave a report that included the following items. The 
national fundraising campaign for the East Japan Disaster 
has now reached 880 million yen. A volunteer group from 
the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan arrived in Japan the very 
day of the Executive Council meeting. The number of foreign 
participants at the International Conference on the East Japan 
Disaster was over 70, and the conference as a whole prepared 
a proclamation. The National Conference for Mutual 
Exchange among Buraku Liberation Activists was held in 
the Aizu city of Fukushima at the Wakamatsu Sakaemachi 
Church, June 9-11, with 230 participants. The 30th 
anniversary of the signing of the mission agreement between 
the Kyodan and the Korean Christian Church in Japan will be 
celebrated at a special meeting to be held in September.

Executive Secretary for Ecumenical Ministries Kato Makoto 
reported on the official visit by the general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, Rev. Dr. Olav Tveit. He was 
invited by Tohoku District to visit the 2011 earthquake and 
tsunami disaster area and has accepted. (Unfortunately, 
this trip had to be postponed due to his sudden illness and 
surgery.)

Executive Council Prepares for Upcoming General Assembly

It has been over 40 years since the construction of the Japan 
Christian Center in which the Kyodan General Office, the 
Board of Publications, and the Board of Pensions were 
located, and the building falls woefully short of today’s 
earthquake resistance standards. Moderator Ishibashi Hideo's 
report on the successful move of the general office to a 
temporary location was followed by a lengthy discussion on 
future options for the present building. The Japan Christian 
Center building is jointly owned by the Kyodan and nine 
other organizations, which complicates the matter. The 
Kyodan has adopted a plan to spend a total of 590 million 
yen for a thorough retrofitting of the building and equipment, 
and this will serve as the basis for negotiations at the building 
management committee of the ten owners.

Vice-moderator Ito Mizuo gave a report on the International 
Conference on the East Japan Disaster, held in Sendai from 
March 11 to 14, for which approximately 80 participants from 
overseas joined 170 from within Japan. The proclamation 
issued by the conference was officially endorsed by the 
Evangelical Mission in Solidarity at its June committee 
meeting in Germany and will be presented as an agenda 
item at its general assembly in November. As EMS General 
Secretary Juergen Reichel and Secretary Lutz Drescher, along 
with two others, were able to stop by during the Executive 
Council meeting, Moderator Ishibashi was able to formally 
greet them and express the gratitude of the Kyodan for their 
contributions to the East Japan Disaster relief fund. (Tr. TB) 

  —Kato Makoto, executive secretary

A delegation of seven persons, led by World Council of 
Churches General Secretary Olav Tveit, was scheduled to 
come to Japan on Aug. 1, 2014 for about a week to make 
official visits to various places around Japan. However, 
due to Rev. Dr. Tveit’s sudden hospitalization, all events on 
the schedule, other than the planned visit to Prime Minister 
Abe Shinzo’s official residence, had to be postponed. The 
purpose of the visit to the prime minister’s residence was 
to hand-deliver personally to Chief Cabinet Secretary Suga 
two resolutions adopted by the WCC Central Committee 
at its July meeting. These resolutions, entitled “Towards 
a Nuclear-free World” and “The Re-interpretation of 
Article 9 of the Japanese Constitution,” were written to 
communicate the voices of the 500 million followers of 
Christ in churches in 140 nations that are members of 
the WCC. Its head office in Geneva felt that the timing 
for communicating these resolutions was critical, so they 
decided that Rev. Dr. Chang Sang, head of the Asian region 
of the WCC, and Kim Donson, WCC executive secretary, 
should make the visit in place of General Secretary Tveit.

Rev. Chang was accompanied by Rev. Nishihara Renta, 
member of the WCC Central Committee; Rev. Kato 
Makoto, executive secretary of the Kyodan’s Commission 
on Ecumenical Ministries; Rev. Ueda Hiroko, former 
acting general secretary of the National Christian Council 
in Japan; and Noguchi Yoichi, executive director of the 
Niwano Peace Foundation. They met with Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Suga on Aug. 4, and after exchanging business 
cards, Rev. Chang communicated through an interpreter 
the message from the WCC for about 15 minutes.

Concerning the resolution entitled “Towards a Nuclear-
free World,” Rev. Chang said that nuclear weapons and 
real peace were simply two things that cannot exist 
together and that nuclear power plants should be phased 
out. With respect to “The Re-interpretation of Article 9 of 
the Japanese Constitution,” Article 9 is viewed not only 
by East Asian countries but also by the world at large as 
indicative of a country that loves peace and as a diplomatic 
asset for Japan. Likewise, the non-military aid Japan has 

WCC Representatives Officially Visit 
Prime Minister Abe’s Residence

(Cont'd on p.8)
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“I love Taiwan Mission Camp” Impacts International Participants

              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　by Hosoda Joy, member
                 　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Higashi Nakano Church, West Tokyo District

　　
I was given the opportunity to attend the “I Love Taiwan 
Mission Camp” as a Japanese participant from June 26 to 
July 12. A total of 155 people from 23 countries around the 
world participated in this event, which included 50 staff 
members, 4 volunteers, 32 local youths, and 69 overseas 
participants. Unfortunately, due to my own university 
schedule, I had to arrive in Taiwan two days late, almost 
at the end of the three-day orientation. As a participant 
from Japan, I was a rarity, and so was given a very 
warm welcome. After the three-day-orientation, we were 
separated into groups and sent out to 19 different churches 
to serve the local communities.

I was sent to the Tek-Tung Church together with one 
participant each from Hong Kong, Malaysia, and South 
Korea, and two from both Hungary and Taiwan. Our main 
activity during the stay was to help at a summer camp for 
elementary students led by the youth of the church. I was 
surprised by the number of both the youth and children, 
with 25 youth leading activities for 100 children. Each of 
us used our talents to make this a very successful summer 
camp. We had a fun-filled ten days together at the Tek-
Tung Church, and then we headed to Tainan, where all of 
the groups gathered together again to share our stories.

There are two things I learned from my experience that I 
would like to share. The first point is about the youth of 
Taiwan. The youth I met in Taiwan were so passionate. 
They organized all the activities during the summer 
camp as well as other activities for our enjoyment. It 
was obvious that they had themselves grown up in these 
summer camps and the church. I was deeply impressed by 
the words the pastor of Tek-Tung Church shared with us 
when he said that these children and youth are so important 
for the future. He said that it is because they are children of 
God that they are precious right now at this moment. The 
children know that they are cherished by the adults in the 
church, and this will help them to remain in the Tek-Tung 
Church in the future.

The second point involves my participation as a 
representative from Japan. One of the purposes of this ILT 
program is summed up in the theme of the conference, 
“Embrace Taiwan with Love,” and this included learning 
about the history of Taiwan. Japan has had a strong 
influence on Taiwan, and although we now have a friendly 
relationship, it is a difficult thing for Taiwanese to forgive 
easily what Japan did during the World War II years, 
when they oppressed the native populations. Although it is 
impossible for us to change history, we can still learn from 
it. I feel strongly that Japanese education must include this 
point. The Taiwanese have studied this history and yet they 
still love the Japanese. I hope to give back even more love 
to Taiwan.

The churches in Taiwan were filled with love and faith. 
I received love from the Taiwanese as well as from the 
overseas participants who gathered in Taiwan. I would 
like to end this report with warm thanks to the United 
Church of Christ in Japan for sending me to Taiwan, to the 
members of the Student Christian Fellowship for choosing 
me, and to my own family and the participants of ILT 2014 
for their support. Most of all, of course, I want to thank 
God for being with me the whole way.

Biennial Youth Mission Event Hosted in Taiwan
                                                                                                         by Kishi Hikari, member
                                                                                                            Chiba Honcho Church, Tokyo District 

From Aug. 8 to 17, I participated in the joint Youth Mission 
event jointly sponsored by the Presbyterian Church in 
Taiwan (PCT) and the Kyodan. The exchange program 
has generally been held once every two years, with each 
country serving as host in alternating years. This time 
it was held in Taiwan. I learned a great deal from the 
experience and feel that we all bonded together as youth of 
the world. I would like to express my gratitude as I give a 
brief report.

Our tour from north to south along the east coast of Taiwan 
began in Taipei and proceeded through Yilan to three 
locations in the Taitung region (Zhang Guang, Hong Ye, 
Xin Xiang Lan) then to Tainan. There were five persons 
from Taiwan and three of us from Japan in the group. 
Three of these eight people, including myself, had also 
participated in the previous exchange program. In Taipei, we learned about the PCT General Headquarters, 

along with the history of Christian evangelism in Taiwan, 
(Cont'd on p. 3)

Attendees at the 3-day orientation

Participants pose by the bronze statue of Dr. George Mackay
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Joint Kyodan-PCT Conference Convened in Hokkaido
A joint conference of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan 
and the Kyodan was held at the Hokkaido Christian Center 
from Aug. 25 to 28. This was the 14th such gathering since 
the conference was begun, and the theme this year was 
“A Road in the Wilderness, Streams in the Desert” (Isaiah 
43:19). The delegation from the PCT consisted of 18 
members, while from the Kyodan 28 people, including 4 
officers, attended.

The opening worship began at 6 p.m. with Rev. Lee 
Meng-Jer, a member of the Committee on Taiwan Church 
Relations, as liturgist and Rev. Jo Jen-Kuei, moderator of 
the PCT, preaching. 

Following the worship service, Tanaka Fumihiro, chair of 
the Committee on Taiwan Church Relations, presided at 
the opening of the welcoming dinner, and Rev. Ishibashi 
Hideo, moderator of the Kyodan, gave welcoming 
greetings. 

On the second day, we began the formal church-to-church 
consultations, in line with the purpose of our meeting 
together. During the morning session, we listened to 
mission reports by missionaries sent from the PCT and 
the Kyodan, which was followed by a time of questions 
and responses. Divan Suqluman, a missionary from the 
indigenous Bunun people in Taiwan, came to Japan in 
2005. He has served several churches in Hokkai District 
and in his report focused on the indigenous Ainu people 
there. Next, Hayashida Yoshiyuki, a Kyodan missionary 
who served in Kaohsiung for 30 years, gave his report.

After adjourning to have lunch on the campus of Hokkaido 
University, we gathered again to hear reports on mission 
to youth. First to speak was Rev. Chou Tsou-Wei, PCT 
chaplain of Taipei University Student Center, followed by 
Sato Takafumi of the Kyodan’s West Tokyo District and 
Rev. Noda Taku, a member of the Taiwan Cooperative 
Committee. After these reports, PCT General Secretary 
Lym Hong-Tiong and Kyodan General Secretary Nagasaki 
Tetsuo jointly presided over a lively discussion of the 
various topics and issues mentioned in the reports, in 
preparation for the joint proclamation to be ironed out the 
following day. As they had done the previous night, the 
Hokkaido District Women’s Society provided a delicious 
dinner, which was followed by a time of fellowship.

On the third day we went by bus to Asahikawa, where we 
visited the Kawamura Kaneto Ainu Memorial Center, the 
Asahiyama Zoo, and the Miura Ayako Literature Museum. 
There, even though the time was short, we were fortunate 
to have a chance to hear a presentation by the curator, 
Miura Mitsuyo (the husband of Miura Ayako).

On the final day, back in Sapporo, Akiyama Toru, 
chairperson of the Commission on Ecumenical Ministries, 
presided as a joint declaration was crafted from the 
statements by participants from both churches. Kyodan 
Secretary Kumoshikari Toshimi preached the sermon at the 
closing worship. (Tr. GM)

                                —Kato Makoto, executive secretary

beginning with the evangelistic work of Dr. George 
Mackay. In addition, we visited the Taiwan Electric 
Company for one day to study the issue of nuclear power 
generation; another day we studied issues surrounding the 
natural environment by helping to plant sugar cane on an 
organic farm. In the three regions we toured in Taitung, we 
visited three villages where indigenous tribes reside: the 
Ami tribe in Zhang Guang, the Punon tribe in Hong Ye and 
the Paiwan tribe in Xin Xiang Lan. We learned about each 
culture and its surrounding environment and had fellowship 
with each group in its own church there. In Tainan, we 
stayed at the Tainan Theological College and Seminary and 
learned about the legacy of Dr. James Laidlaw Maxwell, a 
pioneer evangelist in that area, and also studied Christian 
theology while we were there. 

Through this program we learned a lot about Christianity 
in Taiwan, the current situation in this country, and how 
things should be in Japan. We were encouraged by the 
way the Taiwanese face their own difficulties and felt that 
we had a really significant exchange there, particularly 
with the young people. Even though we live in different 
countries, we could share together the thought that we 
belong to the one Kingdom of God as fellow Christians. 

Following this program, three of the Taiwanese participants 
came to Japan to participate in a youth conference here, 
for which we were particularly grateful. One remark made 
during the devotional time on the last day of the conference 
was: “Youth Mission will further deepen interchange in 
the future toward becoming a fellowship for the world 
church.” This indeed is the mission of this program and 
that of all of those who participated. (Tr. KY)

Biennial Youth Mission (Cont'd from p. 2)

Kyodan-PCT Conference participants

Center:  Divan Suqluman, missionary from Taiwan
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International Conference Guests Tour East Japan Disaster Zone

Following the International Conference on the East Japan 
Disaster, held in Sendai from March 11 to 14, overseas 
guests were invited to participate in an overnight bus tour 
to Ishinomaki and the surrounding areas. Approximately 50 
people, including the Japanese hosts, got on a chartered bus 
and in a couple of cars that left Sendai following the closing 
worship service on Friday morning. They proceeded through 
Ishinomaki to the nearby Onagawa Nuclear Power Plant, 
located on an isolated inlet of a narrow peninsula that juts 
out into the Pacific Ocean some 80 km to the east of Sendai. 

Even three years after the tsunami hit, the scars were still 
everywhere to be seen along the coast. We arrived at the 
power plant mid-afternoon and were welcomed by the staff 
there to take a tour of their visitor center displays. Unlike 
the Fukushima Daichi Plant, the force of the tsunami was 
deflected somewhat by the layout of the land. Likewise, 
one outside power line remained operational following the 
earthquake, which barely allowed it to shut down safely. 
Evidently, however, it was a close call, and so imagine how 
much worse things would have been if there had been a 
meltdown at that facility as well! The tour demonstrating 
how the plant works and how “safe” it is would have 
been quite convincing if it were not for the reality of the 
Fukushima Daichi disaster, and so we listened with polite 
skepticism, with some members asking tough questions that 
surely made the staff a bit uncomfortable.

Prior to spending the night at a local hotel, we gathered at 
Yamashirocho Church in Ishinomaki for a presentation of 
the relief work they have been involved in since the disaster. 
Being located inland and up a bit of a hill, the waters had 
stopped a block or so below them, and so the building 
sustained only minor damage from the shaking. 

The community below, however, was devastated, so the next 
day we reverently went to observe the aftermath. Our first 
stop was Okawa Elementary School, which is located about a 
kilometer from the ocean along a large river. Directly behind 
the school is a steep hill that would easily have protected the 
children and teachers if they had realized such a tsunami was 
coming. If the kind of tsunami they could have imagined 
had reached that far inland, the second floor of the school 
would have kept them safe. But while the teachers were 
deciding what to do, a towering wall of water ripped through 
the school killing 74 of the 108 children and 10 of the 11 
teachers. As we viewed the destruction, pretty much left as it 

had been three years ago, we wondered how even those few 
had managed to survive. Apparently, the fickle flood washed 
a few to the hillside where they could grab onto something.

That was also the case with the few that survived in the 
Kadowaki section of Ishinomaki, which we visited next. It 
was a densely populated section of the city nestled between 
the coast and a cliff about a kilometer inland. If an alarm had 
been sounded, there would have been enough time for most 
of the people to make it to higher ground, but the tsunami hit 
without warning, killing most of the residents.

There was only one structure still left standing—the steel 
frame of a building, the remains of a small restaurant that 
had been operated by a couple who lived on the second 
floor. I talked with the owner, Mr. Ogata, who was trying to 
rebuild a life without his wife. He had somehow managed 
to grab ahold of floating debris and was washed up to the 
cliff, where he was able to scramble to safety. We had only 
a few minutes before the bus was to leave, but he proudly 
showed me the prefab office he had built and his new mobile 
restaurant in a truck, as he expressed his gratitude for all of 
the people who have been helping him to get back on his 
feet. (You can see it at www.ishinomakiya.com/ajihei/) 

It was a sobering experience indeed for all of us to see 
firsthand the enormous destruction of the tsunami and to 
meet some of the survivors struggling to start their lives 
anew. It will be a long road to recovery for the area that 
will be complicated by continuing fears of ongoing nuclear 
contamination.

(See insert, which is the declaration of the international 
conference, entitled: “Resisting the Myth of Safe Nuclear 
Energy: The Fundamental Question from Fukushima”)

                   —Tim Boyle, missionary
                     Kwansei Gakuin, Nishinomiya
                     Member, KNL Editorial Committee

Participants paying respects at the memorial near the 
remains of Okawa Elementary School

Mr. Ogata in front of his prefab office in the ruins of his 
store and home
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Kyodan Holds First 21st Century National Youth Conference

“A Church Conference for Youth in 2014” was held at the 
Kokusai Seishonen Kenshu Center (International Youth 
Training Center) at Tozanso, a YMCA facility, Aug. 19-21. 
Sponsored by the Kyodan, preparations for this conference 
began two years ago with the formation of a planning 
committee made up mainly of members of the Committee 
on Evangelism and the Office of Evangelism Promotion. 
The Kyodan General Assembly in 2000 had passed a 
motion stating that as it looked ahead to the 21st century, 
the Kyodan would emphasize youth evangelism. This 
conference was one aspect of the realization of that goal.

The theme of the conference was taken from the words of 
Acts 3:6, “In the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up 
and walk.” The meaning and application of this verse was 
the common thread in all three of the worship services: the 
opening, the early morning, and the closing services.

The 367 participants included members of 153 churches 
throughout Japan, from Hokkaido in the north to Okinawa 
in the south, as well as representatives involved in youth 
mission from the U.S., Germany, Taiwan, and Korea. 
Broken down by age and role, there were 45 junior high 
school students, 49 senior high school students, 154 young 
adults, 30 escorts, and 89 staff.

Separate seminars were held for the various age groups, 
with different presenters for each one. Rev. Haga Tsutomu, 
president of Tokyo Union Theological Seminary, led 
the group for the young adults; Rev. Fukai Tomoaki, a 
professor at Kinjo University, led the group for senior high 
school students; and Rev. Shiotani Naoya, an associate 
professor at Aoyama Gakuin University, led the group for 
junior high school students.

Rev. Masuda Shohei, chairperson of the planning 
committee, gave the sermon at the opening worship service. 
He called himself a man who “in the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth rose up and walked,” and he urged everyone 
“to experience something similar during this conference.” 
As the program was conducted separately for junior high 
students, senior high students, and young adults, the only 
opportunity for all the participants to meet together was 
during the times of worship and praise. As more than 350 

gathered together for worship, many expressed the feeling 
of being overwhelmed.

The program for each of the groups consisted of two 
lectures and three or four periods of small-group 
discussion. In the small groups, all the participants shared 
what they had gotten out of each lecture and their thoughts 
concerning that. Through this, they deepened their mutual 
understanding, and as a result then, the small-group 
participants came to know each other.

On the second day, the participants could choose to 
participate in one activity from among seven options: 
outdoor sports, inside recreation, orienteering, going for 
a hike, crafts, watching a movie, or dialoging with the 
lecturer. The program for the second night was entitled 
“A Time of Praise and Testimony.” The first half of the 
program centered on praise songs, and many remarked 
that they felt as though they were at a concert. This was 
in contrast to the second half, when they listened to a 
testimony by Rev. Abe Rintaro, pastor of the Higashi 
Wakayama Church, then spent a quiet time of prayer along 
the lines of the Taize Community. 

On the third day, all of the youth wrote a letter to 
themselves, which is to be sent to them a year later. The 
conference closed with a worship service where, following 
a time a joyous praise, Rev. Kobayashi Katsuya gave a 
sermon in which he called upon all the participants, to 
“rise up and walk in the name of Jesus Christ,” and then 
extended that call to the Kyodan and to all of Japan.

It was emphasized both before and during the conference 
that the Kyodan had not held such an event for almost half 
a century. The next such event will certainly be held long 
before another half a century passes. (Tr. AY)

        —Kobayashi Nobuhito, pastor 
                      Funabashi Church, Chiba Subdistrict, 
                      Tokyo District

From Shinpo (The Kyodan Times) No. 4806

The 367 participants at the National Youth Conference

An evening gathering around a camp fire
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Japan Oral School for the Deaf: The fruition of tears, prayer, 
and God’s guidance of Helen Reischauer and Lois Kramer

Through the efforts of August Karl Reischauer and his wife 
Helen, the Japan Oral School for the Deaf was founded in 
1920 as the first school for the hearing impaired to use the 
oral method. Over the 94 years since its establishment, it 
has continued its efforts as the only Christian school for 
the deaf. Along the way there have been times of extreme 
difficulty, but through a variety of means of support, we 
have continued the work of God as we actualized the 
prayers of our founder.

After studying at McCormick Seminary in Chicago, 
August Karl Reischauer applied to the Presbyterian Board 
of Missions. In 1905, he was accepted and sent to Meiji 
Gakuin as a teacher from the American Presbyterian 
Church. His wife, Helen Sidwell Reischauer, accompanied 
him. He later returned to the U.S. to study at the University 
of Chicago and the University of New York, and after 
attaining a PhD in Theology, he returned to Japan. He 
then became the head of the high school at Meiji Gakuin. 
Along with making significant contributions to the study 
and introduction of Japanese culture, he also played 
an important role in the founding of Tokyo Women’s 
University. 

Helen Reischauer was born in Persia as the daughter of 
Presbyterian missionary parents and lived there until she 
was 12 years old. Knowing the difficulties of missionary 
life abroad, she shared Karl’s commitment and came to 
Japan with him. They had two sons and one daughter while 
they were in Japan. The second son, Edwin Oldfather 
Reischauer, was famous as an eminent scholar of Japan, 
and while a professor at Harvard University, mentored 
many scholars to follow him. Later he became the U.S. 
Ambassador to Japan. As one born in Japan and married 
to a Japanese woman, he was an extremely popular 
ambassador. 

In 1914, Helen gave birth to a daughter who was named 
Felicia (meaning “abundant fruitfulness”). Just before 
her first birthday, Felicia became ill with pneumonia, and 
after two weeks of high fever, she lost her hearing. After 
her complete recovery from pneumonia, the Reischauers 
noticed a change in Felicia, and it was then that her loss of 
hearing was diagnosed. In the midst of this distress, prayer 
led them to the decision that Helen would take Felecia with 
her to America while she studied education for the deaf and 
obtained a certificate to teach. 

At that time, the oral method for educating the deaf was 
gaining popularity around the world, but it had not yet been 
introduced in Japan. Sign language was the only method 
being used in Japan, and Konishi Shinpachi, principal of 
the Tokyo School for the Deaf, was greatly concerned 
about this condition. His strong request for the oral method 
to be introduced in Japan led to the final decision for Helen 
and Felicia to return to the U.S. for study. It was a decision 
that went beyond the pain of separation from family. 
“Felicia! This affliction she bore that was so difficult to 
remedy; it was a thorn of grace which would prepare her as 
a significant part of our family’s service in Japan.” (This is 
the translation of a quote from Helen Reischauer and the 
Japan Oral School for the Deaf, by Oshima Isao, former 
principal of the school.)

In 1917, Helen enrolled Felicia in the oral method 
department of the elementary school of the Illinois state 

normal school for the deaf. At the same time, she enrolled 
herself in the same school and studied education for the 
deaf through the oral method. 

Lois F. Kramer came to Japan in 1917 as a missionary 
of the Evangelical United Brethren Women’s Missionary 
Society and was involved in kindergarten education. She 
had studied early childhood education in Cleveland, Ohio 
and taught at the Alexander Graham Bell School for the 
Deaf for six years. When she was 26, she resigned from 
her teaching position and came to Japan as a missionary. 
Meanwhile, Karl Reischauer had a vision of establishing a 
school for the deaf in Japan and was searching for someone 
with experience in the field of education for the deaf. 
He immediately requested Kramer’s cooperation in the 
founding of such a school in Japan.

Following Helen’s return to Japan, the Japan Oral School 
for the Deaf was established on April 8, 1920 with Karl 
Reischauer as principal. There were nine students enrolled. 
Dr. and Mrs. Reischauer continued their work in Japan until 
1941, when health and World War II made it necessary for 
them to leave. Helen’s purpose, “to provide the highest 
standard of education for deaf children, and nurture 
scholarship and human nature,” still continues today. 
During the war, Kramer remained in Japan, experiencing 
the pressures of being identified as a citizen of a “hostile” 
country as well as the bombing of Tokyo. At the end of the 
war she immediately returned to the U.S., but came back to 
Japan two years later and continued missionary work until 
1957. During that time, she made many contributions in the 
fields of early childhood education and education for the 
deaf. She became a central figure in work at the Japan Oral 
School for the Deaf, introducing hearing aids and early 
education. Much of the foundation of today’s education 
for the deaf comes from the new methods advocated by 
Kramer.

The pain of the loss of a daughter’s hearing eventually led 
to great improvement in education for the hearing impaired 
of Japan. This gift of grace was the result of the fervent 
prayer and work of Helen Reischauer and Lois Kramer. 
Today, after the passage of 94 years and the advent of 
hearing aids, new technologies, and early education, the 
Japan Oral School for the Deaf continues to be blessed in 
its ministry as a school that makes every effort to enhance 
the auditory sense of its students. (Tr. JS)

  —Sesoko Masatsugu, head teacher
      Japan Oral School for the Deaf

 Lois Kramer

Helen and August Karl Reischauer
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Ministering to Japanese Expatriates 
and Homeless People in California

                                                                                                     by Yamamoto Hajime, Kyodan missionary
                                                                                                          Wesley United Methodist Church
                                                                                                          San Jose, California, U.S.A.

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom.” (Luke 12:32)

I began work as a pastor at Wesley United Methodist 
Church in October 2013. Wesley UMC is located in 
the Japan-town section of San Jose, California. Wesley 
UMC was founded in 1895 by members of the Japanese-
American Methodist Church in San Francisco, so it has an 
almost 120-year history.

While Wesley UMC began as a “Japanese Church,” it 
gradually became a “Japanese-American Church,” as 
2nd, 3rd and 4th-generation Japanese-Americans joined 
the church. With the change of demographics in the area, 
Wesley also became much more of an ethnically diverse 
church as African-Americans, Caucasians, and those of 
other ethnic backgrounds joined the church. There are 
approximately 200 members attending services in English, 
and approximately 30 who attend services in Japanese. 
As is clear from these statistics, far more members attend 
the English-speaking division than the Japanese-speaking 
division, which continues to gradually decline. There are 
many other Japanese-American churches that cannot afford 
to have a full-time Japanese pastor on staff, and some have 
stopped having Japanese-language services altogether. I 
was sent to Wesley UMC to serve as an associate pastor as 
well as to serve the Japanese-speaking congregation, but 
the issue of continuing ministry in the Japanese language 
in this area is one that will continue to be before us.

There are a number of Japanese companies in San Jose 
and the surrounding Silicon Valley, so there are quite a few 
Japanese families who have moved here for job-related 
reasons. One of the missions of the Japanese division is 
to serve this new expatriate community. For instance, we 
have a story-time group for their children, when we read 
books in Japanese, sing Japanese children’s songs, and play 
with the children. There were 15 children and 16 adults 
who attended the April meeting, the best attended since I 
have been here. The parents of these children want them to 
retain their Japanese language skills and cultural heritage. 
I have two young children of my own, and I want them 
to have good relationships with these children while they 

also retain their cultural heritage. Wesley UMC has begun 
discussions on the possibility of beginning a bilingual 
preschool.

Even though San Jose is known for high-tech companies, 
the homeless population has increased in recent years. In 
2011, there were 4,034 homeless people in San Jose, but by 
2013, this number had increased to 4,770. The gap between 
the rich and poor continues to increase. There has also been 
a 20-30 percent increase in land value, which has resulted 
in more people becoming homeless.

Even though technology companies are doing very well, 
there are still people who are working in menial jobs and 
cannot afford a home because land values are so high. 
When I visited the biggest such homeless camp in the 
United States, called “The Jungle,” I met families, women, 
youth, and even a baby in a stroller.

To minister to this homeless population, members of the 
church bring sandwiches and toiletry items to a nearby 
park. We also talk to the people there and have some 
fellowship time with them, chatting and singing and 
giving them communion occasionally; 20 people received 
communion at the last gathering. A few made the sign of 
the cross while others simply put their hands together in 
prayer, and no one made light of it or complained. 

In my opinion, the homeless situation was created by our 
society, and the homeless camp and parks represent the 
wilderness where Jesus went after being baptized. I believe 
that Jesus’ love and grace is given to everyone, including 
these people who have been abandoned by the rest of 
society.

In America, this tiny Japanese-speaking division is a 
small minority, but God has said, “Do not be afraid, little 
flock.” I would like to work with the people of San Jose, 
and especially this homeless population, to create a better 
society. We continue to ask for your prayers and support. 

Serving communion to a homeless man in a park near 
the church

Mothers and children enjoying story time in Japanese at 
the church
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Every year, each of the 17 Kyodan districts holds its 
annual assembly. This year, the process began on April 
29 in Hokkai District and concluded on June 29 in 
Kanagawa District.

The task of visiting each of the district assemblies was 
divided up this year, as usual, between the Kyodan 
moderator, vice-moderator, secretary, and general 
secretary, with each participating in four or five 
assemblies according to their respective schedules. 
Each district has its own unique issues, so going to each 
assembly to listen to the opinions and requests of the 
delegates provides a chance to narrow the gap between 
the Kyodan and its individual districts. It likewise is a 
golden opportunity for the Kyodan leadership to make 
appeals to the districts. Thus, such district assemblies 
are occasions when the Kyodan and the districts can 
have meaningful exchanges, but there were also some 
disappointments.

Mos t  o f  t he  d i s t r i c t s  we lcomed  the  Kyodan 
representative at their assemblies, but unfortunately, 
there were difficulties with both Kyoto and Okinawa 
districts. We continued our efforts to work something 
out, and finally, Kyodan Moderator Ishibashi Hideo 
was able to attend the Kyoto District Assembly for 
the first time in eleven years. That, however, was in 
the form of attending the conference held prior to the 

actual assembly as Kyoto District continues to decline 
to accept a visiting official from the Kyodan as a guest. 
Nevertheless, this was a step in the right direction.

As for myself, I was able to visit the Okinawa District 
Assembly for the first time in 40 years. For the past 
ten years, Okinawa District has also refused to accept 
an official representative from the Kyodan, but I was 
allowed to attend as a general observer. 

Okinawa District was formed in the winter of 1969 as 
a result of the merger of the United Church of Christ 
in Okinawa (Okinawa Kyodan) and the United Church 
of Christ in Japan (Kyodan). Not long afterwards, 
however, the newly formed Okinawa District began to 
call for a “reevaluation of the merger,” as viewed from 
the perspective of the Okinawan people. After a long 
process, that perennial issue of “Reevaluation of the 
Merger” was rejected at the 2002 General Assembly 
due to a time limit, and ever since, Okinawa District 
has maintained its distance from the Kyodan and has 
not accepted an official observer from the Kyodan at 
its district assembly. As a new generation emerges, 
however, the time has come for this unhealthy situation 
existing between the Kyodan and its districts to be 
normalized again. (Tr. TB) 

  —Nagasaki Tetsuo, general secretary

Message from the General Secretary:

Kyodan Observers Attend 
the 2014 Annual District Assemblies
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WCC Visit Prime Minister's Residence(Cont'd from p. 1)

been giving, which is based on Article 9, is also viewed 
very favorably. In addition, Rev. Chang said that while 
Christians in Japan represent only a small minority of the 
population, the churches have been acting as a beacon of 
light and hope within Japanese society and that the WCC 
stands in solidarity with the Japanese churches and the 
issues they face and will endeavor to support them in every 
way.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Suga’s response was consistent 
with the Japanese government’s stance, but the total length 
of the meeting was about twice the originally scheduled 
time, having lasted 20 minutes. Thus, it was a very 
productive and meaningful meeting from the standpoint of 
communicating to the Japanese government the voices of 
both Japanese Christians and Christians from around the 
world and of indicating that the Christians of the world are 
watching what the Japanese government is doing. (Tr. TB)



Declaration of the International Conference 
on the East Japan Disaster:

 
“Resisting the Myth of Safe Nuclear Energy: The Fundamental Question from Fukushima”

March 11-14, 2014, Tohoku Gakuin University in Sendai : Sponsored by UCCJ.

The name "Fukushima" became known worldwide after March 11, 2011, when a massive 9.0-magnitude 
earthquake hit the Tohoku region and the ensuing powerful tsunami knocked out all the power sources at the Tokyo 
Electric Power Company (TEPCO)’s Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant, causing the meltdown of three 
nuclear reactors. As a result, an enormous amount of radioactive material was released into the air and into the 
groundwater, spreading to the surrounding land, rivers, lakes and ocean. Radioactive contamination of the air and 
sea has continued into the present, causing more than 300,000 people to suffer, with no end of the calamity in sight. 
We have gathered in Sendai to commemorate this event and to reflect on our own responsibility and responses as 
Christians in the light of God’s compassion and transforming love to the world. God calls us to repent and to turn 
towards life. As an international group, we have been listening to a confession of sin from the Japanese Christians 
and reflecting on our own complicity in sinful economic and environmental systems that threaten God’s good 
creation and the lives of our brothers and sisters around the world.

1. Confession of Sin

We confess before God and the people of the world that at the root of the nuclear disaster lie sins against God that 
have been committed by all of us who live in the modern world, intentionally and unintentionally, individually and 
collectively. To confess and repent of these sins is what we believe God wants us to do at this point. We also believe 
that only by doing so will we find, by God's mercy, a new path for tomorrow opening up before us.
Our sins derive from the original sin of humanity, as described in the third chapter of Genesis. God created 
humankind in his own image (Imago Dei), which means that humans were created as beings who can responsibly 
relate to God. For this purpose, God gave humans free will and gifted them with intelligence, sensitivity, reason 
and understanding as tools to live in responsive relationship with God. However, we frequently use the gifts of God 
to pursue our own self-interests and affluence, abandoning their responsive relationship with God. Herein is the 
essence of the original sin of humankind. The recent nuclear disaster was just another manifestation of that original 
sin, which takes the form of the following seven sins we have fallen into.
The First Sin: Pride
The first sin is the pride of self-conceitedness as to believe that human technology would be able to control and 
safely manage nuclear power that is “the fruit of the forbidden tree” for modern-day men and women. 
The Second Sin: Greed
The second sin is the sin of greed, which resulted in not being able to control the desire for prosperity and affluence 
through the use of nuclear power.  This greed is still manifest in the powers to be that are trying to maintain the use 
of nuclear power.
The Third Sin: Idolatry
Having fallen into sinful greed, we started worshiping and serving economic interests and wealth as idols rather 
than relying on the true and living God, thus falling into the sin of "idolatry." “Greed is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). 
Nuclear power plants and nuclear fuel reprocessing facilities are the temples of this idol worship, maintained by 
"the myth of safety," which is based in an unscientific way of thinking that results in ungrounded, easy reliance.
The Fourth Sin: Cover-up (Genesis 3:7)
Under the "culture of secrecy" prevailing in the national government, electric power companies and local 
authorities, the danger of nuclear power and its relationship with nuclear weapons has been concealed to the utmost, 
along with information about nuclear accidents and problems, with only its so-called safety and advantages being 
emphasized. The mass media has cooperated with this manipulation. This has caused the local population, and 
indeed the entire nation, to be left in the darkness of anxiety and paranoia. This manipulation of information and 
concealment of the facts while pushing its agenda forward has been a basic characteristic of this so-called “Nuclear 
village” and indeed, it can be said that this was a cause of the accident itself. “Concealment (hiding away the truth)” 
is the fourth of our sins.
The Fifth Sin: Laziness
At the same time, however, we should also blame ourselves for not trying to learn the "inconvenient truth." When 
Adam and Eve were hiding among trees, God asked them: "Where are you?" (Genesis 3: 9). We are also standing 
before this same question from our Lord. Knowing that the path promoted by the state and electric companies are 
dangerous, we have believed uncritically what they proclaimed, and we have failed to oppose the drive for nuclear 
power plants. Also we have failed to understand what was actually going on and have failed to perceive the pain 
of the rural people and those who were far away from affluence and power, not seeing that this system makes 
them into sacrificial victims. We have blindly accepted it, and so here we find this sin of “laziness” that led to 
indifference and neglected to learn from history. 



The Sixth Sin: Irresponsibility
Nuclear power generation has been promoted without establishing an adequate method to dispose the radioactive 
waste. Moreover, even though no clear end is in sight for the Fukushima Daiichi disaster, the government of Japan 
is trying to restart nuclear power plants and export the technology to foreign countries. We must say this is a lack of 
responsibility towards future generations and the people of foreign countries. 
The Seventh Sin: Shifting Blame to Others
This nuclear disaster was a consequence of neglecting various warnings having been issued for decades, and thus 
it is a man-made disaster. In spite of the magnitude of the damage, the national government, the electric power 
companies, the local authorities and we have not admitted our responsibility, but instead are shifting blames to 
others. Therefore, we have deeply damaged the personhood and love given by God.

We, facing the realities of the nuclear power plant catastrophe, confess our sins before God who, despite these sins, 
has not destroyed humankind and symbolically “clothes us with garments of skin” (Genesis 3:21), and so we pray 
with a united heart as people who have received God’s mercy.

2  Prayer 

May God's support and consolation be given especially to those suffering as a result of the forced evacuation from 
their homes, and who have yet to see any prospect of returning, as well as to those who have lost their source of 
livelihood as a direct or indirect consequence of this tragedy.
May God protect those people who work amid the danger of radiation exposure day in and day out to end this 
disaster. For that purpose, may wisdom be garnered from all over the world to open up a path to end this calamity.
May all the people who are responsible for the disaster, directly or indirectly, be forgiven and brought to repentance 
through the atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s only Son.

3  Resolution and Call for Response

We believe in the God of Life. Jesus Christ has come that all persons and all of creation may have life in its fullness. 
We believe that God invites each of us into partnership with him in the healing of brokenness and the restoration of 
right relationships between people and creation. 
We express our gratitude for God’s faithful servants who have reflected the light of God’s unending love amid the 
darkness of the East Japan Disaster.  
At this conference we were blessed by the powerful witness of students, laity and pastors who have served over 
these last 3 years as God’s hands in the affected communities— removing mud and cleaning up debris, repairing 
homes, consoling the broken hearted, listening to the stories of survivors, dreaming of a future that values life 
together and challenging the myth of nuclear safety perpetuated still today by industry and government.
We affirm these acts of love and justice and pray that God’s comforting and sustaining presence may give strength 
to these ministries in the months and years ahead.

We commit ourselves to the following under the guidance of the Holy Spirit:
1. To remember the people of Fukushima as well as all people who, being symbolized by the name Fukushima, 
have been victims of radiation and acknowledge their right to be protected by sharing their stories. We want to 
listen with compassion to the voices of the victims of the triple disasters (earthquake, Tsunami, and radioactive 
contamination), the people who have helped them and still accompany them on the road to recovery.
2. To the rehabilitation and restoration of victims of radiation exposure by helping them to procure radiation meters 
so that they can take control of their own protection, and affirm their rights to accurate health information, services 
and just compensation. 
3. To value the protection of life and its worth more than economic, political and national interests.
4. To fulfill our responsibilities to future generations by responsible stewardship of all creation.
5. To the abolition of nuclear power plants, nuclear fuel reprocessing facilities and nuclear weapons and to insist 
that the industry provide a solution capable of isolating the already existing wastes from the environment for 
the full time frame of their inherent hazards. To prevent the development of technology for future nuclear power 
sources and to restore lands ravaged by mining in order to produce nuclear fuel.  
6. To build a global solidarity network of churches, ecumenical institutes, NGOs and other organizations to gather 
and share accurate information and support each other in speaking the truth and taking concrete actions to promote 
a nuclear-free world.
7. To promote and invest in renewable sources of energy and to reduce energy consumption and increase energy 
efficiency through simpler life-styles.
8. To invest in the future of our youth to train them to assume responsibility to be servant leaders and to educate 
our churches to promote critical discussion and become agents of change in order to encourage others to see the 
importance of the issue.


