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Trip  to  Visit  Missionaries  in  the  U.S.  Includes 
Attendance at EMS General Meeting in South Africa
                                                                                                           
                                                                                                 by Kato Makoto, Kyodan executive secretary

I. The United States
    I visited missionaries sent to the U.S. by the Kyodan, 
Nov. 19-26, 2016.
   1. New York, Nov. 19-22
On Sunday, Nov. 20, I attended a 10:30 a.m. worship 
service held at Union Japanese Church of Westchester. 
After the service, I had an interview with Rev. 
Nishikawa Akimitsu, a missionary. Nishikawa will 
finish his term of service in March 2017, but after his 
resignation from Union Japanese Church of Westchester, 
his hope is to stay with his whole family in New York.

After the interview with Nishikawa, I had another 
interview with the board members of Union Japanese 
Church of Westchester. The church cannot hire a full-
time missionary. However, they are moving towards 
searching for a missionary who can work part-time. In 
the evening, I visited Amy Nyland, executive minister 
of the Regional Synod of New York of the Reformed 
Church in America. We discussed future support of 
Union Japanese Church of Westchester.

On Nov. 21, I attended the committee meeting of the 
"Special Ministry to the Japanese" camp, held by the 
Japanese American United Church. The Japan side 
announced that next year (2017) is the final year it will 
recruit participants.

    2. California, Nov. 22-24
On Nov. 22, I traveled to Los Angeles and stayed at the 
home of a missionary, Rev. Kuyama Yasuhiko.

On Nov. 23, I visited retired missionary Rev. Ito Hidemi. 
I also visited Faith United Methodist Church.

In the morning of Nov. 24, I joined the young people 
of Centenary United Methodist Church in making free 
Thanksgiving meals for the neighborhood facilities. 
After that, we delivered the meals to Japanese people 
who live in an apartment building for low-income 
persons and had a time of fellowship. Kuyama is 
working with Boys Town, which is a non-profit 
corporation started by a Catholic priest that is well-

known all over the U.S. He works to encourage children 
with developmental disorders and their parents and 
guardians. This kind of work is also beginning to spread 
to Japan.

In the afternoon of Nov. 24, I flew to San Francisco 
and visited the parsonage of Rev. Yoshioka Yasutaka, 
a missionary sent to Sycamore Congregational Church 
in El Cerrito. A Thanksgiving party was held at the 
parsonage, and 30 people participated, including 
children. Yoshioka's children are attending Sycamore 
Kindergarten, and that fact led some parents and 
guardians of the kindergarten children to participate 
in the party. Two people are planning to be baptized 
and four joined on Christmas! Yoshioka has used his 
soccer skills to form a club. A musical group has been 
assembled at the church, mostly for young people, 
and he is active in the group as a rapper. All of these 
activities are opportunities for evangelism.

II. South Africa
I visited Stellenbosch, a town in South Africa, in order 
to attend the Evangelical Mission in Solidarity (EMS) 
General Meeting, Dec. 4-11. There were 68 participants, 
including 10 EMS staff members. As for participants 
from Asia, 9 came from Indonesia, 4 from Korea, and 1 
from Japan.

The Rev. Dr. Frank Chikane, currently a pastor of the 
Apostolic Faith Mission of SA in Naledi, Soweto, is the 
president of the AFM. He was a deputy secretary of the 
Cabinet during the presidency of Nelson Mandela, and 
secretary of the Cabinet during Mbeki’s and Motlhanthe’
s presidencies. Dr. Chikane lectured on Public Theology, 
which was the theme of the meeting.

EMS is involved in planning and supporting at least 70 
mission-related programs in Africa, the Middle East, and 
Asia. The content of the work of EMS was presented at 
the general meeting. The financial report, the planned 
program for 2017 and 2018, and the proposed budget 
were approved. (Tr. KT)
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Six Years From That Day: 

Loan Repayments by Quake-stricken Churches Begin Now
A Culmination of Ou District Churches’ Reconstruction: Dedication Ceremony of Esashi Church, the last church to 

receive support from the Kyodan East Japan Disaster Relief Projects Headquarters

                                                                                                                                    by Ohara Muneo, moderator
                                                                                                                              Ou District
Nearly six years have passed since that earthquake. March 
11, 2011, 2:46 p.m. was the time when disaster-stricken 
churches started to become restrained toward one another. 
The earthquake gave rise to a tsunami, which caused 
tremendous damage to churches along the coast. News 
of these events was reported in various media. Due to the 
magnitude of damage along the coast, some other areas 
were overlooked. They were not forgotten, but churches 
in the inland areas of Ou District could not raise their 
voices, even though many had suffered severe damage. 
As district moderator, I traveled directly to the disaster 
areas in an effort to gain a detailed understanding of the 
earthquake damage and to listen to the voices of church 
members. Immediately after the earthquake, we formed 
an Emergency Support Committee under the Standing 
Committee and began relief and support activities.

Miyako Church and Shinsei Kamaishi Church were both 
hit by the tsunami. The most heavily damaged of the 
inland churches (Senyama Ichinoseki, and Esashi), would 
receive long-term support from the Emergency Support 
Committee. We determined that the Kitakami, Tono, 
Sannohe and Shunan Churches, which were also damaged, 
could be handled by support from within the district. Based 
on these assessments, we immediately provided financial 
aid to start short-term support work. Ofunato Church had 
no structural damage but experienced human suffering, so 
we also provided support to individuals at this and other 
churches in the names of the Kyodan and Ou District.

Repairs and reconstruction of churches and ministers’ 
homes moved ahead, based on the decisions made by 
disaster-stricken churches. 
•Senmaya Church acquired land, relocated, and rebuilt, 
and celebrated dedication of the new sanctuary on Aug. 30, 
2013.
•Shinsei Kamaishi Church held a thanksgiving service on 
Aug. 27, 2014, for the completion of repairs. 
•Ichinoseki Church performed extensive repair work on its 
church building, and this was completed on April 25, 2015. 
•Miyako Church, which also acquired land, relocated, and 
rebuilt, held its dedication service on March 11, 2016, the 
fifth anniversary of the earthquake. 
•Esashi Church purchased an adjacent property and house 
and then made renovations to create a manse. Its dedication 
service was held on Nov. 3, 2016. 

This dedication service marked completion of the last 
project to receive support through the all-Kyodan relief 
program for churches impacted by the East Japan Disaster. 
Throughout this period, the prayers and gifts from within 
the Kyodan as well as from overseas churches have 
supported us. We thank you from the bottom our hearts. 
Churches suffering relatively light damage have completed 
all repairs and restoration work with aid from within Ou 
District and through self-help projects. Among the churches 
suffering major damage, Shinsei Kamaishi Church was 

able to complete payments by using its own available funds 
(including the earthquake offering) and relief funds from 
the district and therefore borrowed no funds.

The following churches started their rebuilding projects 
with their own funds and district relief funds as well as 
with relief grants and loans from the Kyodan East Japan 
Disaster Relief Headquarters. 
•Senmaya Church used 25 million yen in grants and ¥25  
M yen in loans from the Disaster Relief Headquarters, and 
repaid the ¥25M loan in two years. 
•Ichinoseki Church, which similarly required repairs, 
received through the headquarters ¥3.9M in grants and 
¥3.9M in loans.
•Miyako Church, which erected a new building, used 
¥40M in grants and ¥40M in loans from the headquarters, 
a ¥20M loan from the district, and an additional ¥70M in 
commercial bank loans. 
•Esashi Church also received ¥33.5M in grants and ¥33.5M 
in loans from the headquarters. 

All of these churches celebrated the completion of their 
reconstruction work with gratitude, but naturally the 
burden of loan repayments weighs heavily. In particular, 
the two churches with small membership, Miyako and 
Esashi, must make repayments over the next 20 years, 
so every church member is redoubling their efforts. Ou 
District must maintain a support framework to continue 
assistance for these churches. Please remember them in 
your prayers.

I take this opportunity to express our gratitude to the 
countless churches and believers in districts all across 
Japan whose support has made it possible to continue 
assistance until now, with special recognition of the 
Korean Christian Church in Japan’s Kanto District, the 
Presbyterian Church of Korea, Child Fund Japan, and 
the Kyodan’s Hokkai District and Tokyo District’s North 
Subdistrict.
                                  *          *         *

(Cont'd on p. 3)

Esashi Church's refurbished sanctuary
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70th Anniversary of LARA Celebrated

Church World Service Japan coordinated an event with 
130 attendees on Nov. 30, 2016 at Waseda Hoshien’s Scott 
Hall in Tokyo entitled “The Message of LARA for Today, 
70th Anniversary of LARA Forum.” “LARA" stands 
for “Licensed Agencies for Relief in Asia” and was a 
program approved by President Harry Truman to facilitate 
the provision of “LARA goods,” such as clothes, shoes, 
and food to the Japanese people by churches and other 
organizations in North America. From 1946 until 1952, 
roughly one-sixth of the Japanese people, about 14 million, 
received aid, worth about 40 billion yen. Such aid was also 
provided to Korean people.

During the opening ceremonies, former Kyodan General 
Secretary Nagasaki Tetsuo, as a representative of the 
Kyodan, which at that time was made up of all Protestant 
Churches, and by extension as the representative of all 
Japanese, expressed his gratitude to the leaders of the 
organizations making up LARA. These included the 
Reverend George Ernest Bott (Church World Service), 
Esther B. Rose (American Friends Service), Father 
Michael J. Mackilop (Catholic War Relief Service), as 
well as 13 other church and civic group organizations that 
joined in the effort: the Church World Service affiliates 
of the various North American Protestant denominations, 
the American Friends Service Committee, the Catholic 
War Relief Service Committee, the Salvation Army, the 
YMCA and the YWCA, the American Federation of Labor, 
the Congregation of Industrial Organization, the Brethren 
Service Committee, the Girl Scouts, the Lutheran World 
Relief, the Unitarian Service Committee, and the Christian 
Science Service Committee.

Yamada Kanji, chairman of the Board of Directors, Japan 
Church World Service, emceed the program, which began 
with a video introduction of LARA. This was followed by 
presentations by representatives of the USA and Japan: 
the Reverend John L. McCullough, president and CEO of 
Church World Service, and Miyamoto Kazumu, principal 
of Bott Memorial Home, who focused on the spirit of 
LARA and how it was based in the Christian faith and the 
Bible. 

Part 2 of the program consisted of a panel discussion by 
five representatives of humanitarian organizations, led by 
CWS Japan Director Komino Takeshi. The panel members 
were: Saiki Mitsue, director of Japan Church World 
Service; Katayama Nobuhiko, national director of World 
Vision Japan; Yamamoto Masaki, chief director of Hope 
House; Shimada Shigeru, general secretary of the National 
Council of YMCAs of Japan; and Kokai Chang Hikari, 
representative director of Wesley Zaidan, all of whom 
spoke passionately of their individual perspectives.

The program concluded with a time of fellowship in 
Scott Gallery, located in the basement of Scott Hall. It 
was a wonderful opportunity for us all to reflect back on 
the spirit behind the LARA program and to think about 
how Christian churches and other organizations can best 
conduct humanitarian aid in today's world. (Tr. TB)

            — Nagasaki Tetsuo, former general secretary
_____________
A movie on LARA's history can be viewed on YouTube at 
http://www.cwsjapan.org/lara.

Additional Comment by Executive Secretary Kato Makoto

I have heard many people say that Iwate Prefecture is as 
big as Shikoku Island. To use another comparison, the time 
required to drive from Esashi Church, where Ou District 
Moderator Ohara lives, to Ofunato Church is about the 
same as from Brussels, Belgium to Cologne, Germany. 
From Esashi Church to Miyako Church might be about the 
same as from Brussels to Paris. 

In the 16 months after the March 2011 disaster, while I 
served as executive secretary of the Kyodan East Japan 
Disaster Response Headquarters, I traveled to the Tohoku 
disaster region over 100 times. Each time I visited Esashi 
Church, I was shown how the cracks in its sanctuary were 
growing. Leaving his own church to the last, Pastor Ohara 
literally dashed around Iwate Prefecture, attending to the 
needs of each church and flock. It is hard to imagine the 
degree of his toil without knowing the size of Iwate. I pray 
for God’s continued blessings upon the restored churches, 
as well as upon Pastor Ohara. (Tr. DM)

(Cont'd from p. 2)

A truck transporting "LARA goods" from 1946 to 1952

Video introduction of Rev. George Earnest Bott (Church 
World Service) during the celebration of LARA's 70th 
Anniversary
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Working Together in Mission 

in Yamagata Subdistrict
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 
　　　　　　　　　by Tachibana Mitsuyo, pastor
                 　　　　　　Yonezawa Church
From the year 2003, Kaminoyama and Yonezawa churches 
in Ou District’s Yamagata Subdistrict have been supported 
through the Cooperative Mission Solidarity Fund by being 
served as "yoked churches." This is a way of supporting 
small-scale churches, moving from the idea of one church 
supporting one pastor to joint support by the subdistrict 
and the district. In this way, within Yamagata Subdistrict, 
we are afforded many opportunities to discuss the issues of 
solidarity fund churches as we have regular reports in such 
venues as the subdistrict assembly, the subdistrict council, 
and the ministerial association. I feel that the emphasis is 
starting to move from what has heretofore been mainly 
district-level leadership to a system of support centered in 
the subdistrict as a whole.

Concretely, up to last year, the religious affairs teachers of 
Yamagata Gakuin High School served as guest preachers 
twice a month at Kaminoyama Church. The subdistrict 
officers and subdistrict women’s society members also 
visited the Yonezawa and Kaminoyama churches to 
participate in their worship services, nurturing good 
interactions. Through this, both the laity and pastors avoided 
isolation and accordingly were encouraged. From this year, 
subdistrict pastors as well as lay members are taking part in 
the services at Kaminoyama Church, where there had been 
only a small number of worshippers and in this way giving 
support. Thus to the present, the weekly worship services 
of Yonezawa Church and Kaminoyama Church have been 
covered.

However, there are various issues involved with serving 
small-scale churches as a charge. Unavoidably, there is a bias 
in the priority of ministerial care for the church near where 
the pastor resides. Where the number of persons is few, due 
to the weakness of the latent energy of the church body, the 
fact that both churches might fail together cannot be denied. I 
think, at that point, the solidarity of the backing of the entire 
subdistrict and the accumulation of prayers is important. 
While looking for a form of solidarity that is fitting to that 
subdistrict, I think the entire subdistrict needs to continue its 
joint ownership of the issues of small-scale churches. And I 
think the stance of churches receiving financial aid must be 
to grapple seriously with the goal of financial independence.

It is striking that for many churches, the sharing of joys and 
burdens is not the ordinary reality. Since April 2015, the Rev. 
Takahashi Makoto and I have been responsible for sharing 
the pastoral care of four churches: Aizubange Church, 
Aizuhongo Church, Inawashiro Church, and Kawageta 
Church. We alternate Sunday worship services with morning 
and afternoon services at two churches each, and both 
pastors attend the administrative board meetings of each 
church.

Serving four churches is quite bewildering, but I have 
been given many insights that I would not have understood 
by serving only one church. Each of the four churches is 
struggling with differing types of issues and difficulties. 
Through publishing the church bulletin as well as sharing 
information when issues are raised during tea-drinking time, 
we “share our pain.” And, from time to time, we hold a 
common administrative board meeting, working together on 
a plan for solutions.

Of course, we do not just share our pains. There is active 
participation in the events that each church is promoting, 
and four times a year there are joint worship services, held 
in rotation at each church, when we mutually see each other’
s faces. Recently as well, when a special guest was invited 
to one of the churches, we held a joint worship service and 
shared our joys together. The issues or joys of one church 
are not limited to that one church; instead we are working at 
developing a relationship of mutual sharing and bearing.

I do not think that the Lord Jesus desires the kind of 
relationship revealed by such attitudes as “If it’s good for 
my church, that's enough” and “Even if another church is 
hurting, it doesn’t bother me.” We are involved in a new 
experiment as we grope our way forward, but I believe that 
a way will be given to us, without fail, as we walk together 
with the four churches, holding hands. (Tr. RT)

     —From Senkyo Tohoku (Tohoku District News), No. 172

Sharing Burdens and Joys
      by Nitta Kyohei, pastor of Inawashiro, 
          Aizubange, Kawageta and Aizuhongo churches

Worshipers gather at Kaminoyama Church

Members fellowship together at Inawashiro Church
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Comment on the Incident of Multiple Knife Attacks 
at the Care Facility for Disabled Persons in Sagamihara 

by Yoshizawa Shin, chair
                    Kyodan Committee on Social Concerns

On July 26, 2016, a knife attack incident took place in 
Sagamihara City in Kanagawa Prefecture at a residential care 
facility for persons with disabilities operated by the prefecture. 
An intruder with a knife entered the facility and attacked sleeping 
residents, one after another. Within a day it was confirmed that 
the perpetrator, who killed 19 people and injured 26, was a 
former employee. Of all the murder cases that have happened in 
Japan since the end of World War II, this one involved the largest 
number of victims. Acquaintances say the attacker had been 
repeating misguided and prejudiced statements that were based 
on eugenic thinking, and the media reported that he continued 
to make such statements even after his arrest. The incident has 
spread waves of sadness and distress to many people. The 
chair of the Kyodan’s Committee on Social Concerns issued a 
statement on this incident, as translated below. (KNL Editorial 
Committee)

———————————————————————
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 

(Psalm 150:6)
Be fruitful and multiply... (Genesis 1:22)

All beings with life are born with God’s blessing, for it is 
within God's blessing that all life is interconnected. Within 
the linkages between life and life, human beings can live. 
This is why we sing, “Let everything that has breath praise 
the Lord.” A society that does not place life first will 
collapse. In a world where economy, not life, comes first, 
where life is disregarded, relationship is destroyed, human 
dignity is put at risk, and hatred and anger is spread to the 
world. Today the world is in the midst of such pain.
We have become completely accustomed to evaluating 
people according to scores, grades, and degrees of 
accomplishment. In this climate there is a danger that we 
will lose the ability to recognize life’s value. As human 
beings we are not in a position to decide who should be 
allowed to live and who should not.

The Bible teaches that every person is alive by the will of 
God, the Creator of all things in heaven and earth. If God 
chose to use God’s own abilities as the standard for judging 
us, none of us would be worthy of life before God. We are 
alive by God’s forgiveness and mercy. All people in this 
world are under God’s love, equally. People cannot be the 

judge of whether one lives or dies, including oneself.

God gives to each person a unique life. Within that unique 
life, everyone experiences times of joy, times of sadness, 
times of hardship. I believe God gives meaning to each of 
our lives.
In the very early hours of July 26, 2016, a multiple 
stabbing incident took place at Tsukui Yamayuri En, a 
welfare facility for persons with disabilities located in 
Sagamihara City in Kanagawa Prefecture. Within a day it 
was confirmed that 19 people had died, and a further 26 
had suffered injuries of varying degrees.
The people who were attacked in this incident are victims 
of a society poisoned by an economy-first value system. It 
is a distressing incident that demands repentance from us, 
who have created such a society.

I pray from my heart for God’s deep comfort upon the 
people who suddenly lost a beloved family member and 
remain in deep sorrow and grief and also for God’s healing 
upon those who were injured.
One welfare caregiver who visited Tsukui Yamayuri En 
to lay flowers said, with teary eyes, “It’s regrettable that 
something so terrible happened at a facility with such 
a cheerful atmosphere. We interact with them not as 
‘disabled,’ but as people.” This tragedy, which turned a 
cheerful facility into a picture of hell and produced many 
victims, has caused shock not just in Japan but also around 
the world.
Let us pray together for the families of victims, who are 
still in deep shock and pain, and for the staff and other 
persons associated with Tsukui Yamayuri En.

I hope that all people may come to know correctly the God 
of Jesus Christ so that through this, they may know that 
every person is in God’s love, learn to love and pray for 
one another, and aim toward an inclusive society in which 
all people encourage each other as we walk together. (Tr. 
DM)

             
                —Yoshizawa Shin, chair
                    Kyodan Committee on Social Concerns
                    August 9, 2016
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There is still no one in the general secretary’s office. 
Following the resignation of former General Secretary 
Nagasaki Tetsuo at the end of his term, which coincided 
with the 40th (2016) Kyodan General Assembly, no 
one has been selected yet to fill the position. Moderator 
Ishibashi Hideo gave a formal apology to the assembly 
for being unable to select a replacement and then 
proposed that Executive Secretary of General Affairs 
Dohke Norikazu serve as acting general secretary. After 
various opinions were voiced, that resolution passed. 
In the two months since then, the general secretary’s 
office has quietly been awaiting its next occupant. When 
discussion of the situation arose at the recent Executive 
Council meeting, the first of the 40th Biennial General 
Assembly (GA) period, Moderator Ishibashi replied, 
"Not yet." Therefore, unless a special Executive Council 
is called, the position will remain open until at least the 
next meeting of the council, scheduled for July.

Even though the position of general secretary remains 
unfilled, the everyday operations of the Kyodan 
headquarters, the Board of Publications, and the Board 
of Pensions continue. Of the various things that would 
be done by the general secretary, those that can be 
accomplished at the office level are first discussed in 
the joint meeting of the various secretaries. Important 
decisions are then passed on to the core leadership of 
the Kyodan (moderator, vice-moderator and secretary) 
for final resolution. This is particularly so in areas 
involving relationships with non-Kyodan entities 
both domestically and abroad. When it comes to 
the operations of the other two boards, the Board of 
Publications and the Board of Pensions, as executive 
secretary of general affairs, I (Dohke) work with each of 
their boards of directors by attending their meetings to 
insure their smooth operation. However, it is our hope 
that the next person to serve as general secretary will be 
found soon.

Of the items related to Kyodan operations decided at 
the first Executive Council meeting of this GA period, 
held Dec. 12-13, 2016, Chief Financial Officer Kera 
Yuji, who has served in this position for three terms (12 
years), will be stepping down at the end of March 2017. 
He was instrumental in computerizing the finances of 
the Kyodan during a period of turmoil in the handling 
of finances. Thus, we are all very grateful to God for 
his faithful service. Momose Kazunari, a layman who 
has served for more than 30 years as an accountant in 
the Board of Publications, will be his successor and will 
begin his four-year term on April 1. We are thankful to 
have such an appropriate successor.

During this present GA period, there are a total of ten 
task force committees operating under the Executive 
Council. The "Task Force on the Future of the Kyodan," 
which was established during the previous (39th) 
GA period, was replaced by a new one entitled the 
"Committee on Evangelism Strategy." It, however, 
is not simply a committee designed to think about 
evangelistic strategies but one that considers these with 
structural and financial reforms in mind. As the average 
age of Kyodan membership increases due to the aging 
population, the overall strength of the church in terms 
of numbers and finances weakens. Thus, there is a need 
to consider how evangelistic outreach can be most 
efficiently accomplished within this present context. 
The work of the three boards that make up the Kyodan 
headquarters, the branch office in Osaka (the Buraku 
Liberation Center), and the various agencies, such as 
Christian centers, are critical to this task. The operations 
of the Kyodan offices are, of course, different from 
the business world, which focuses on profits. We are, 
after all, a faith community, and so the Kyodan offices 
operate within that context as we engage in and support 
evangelism. For instance, the staff of all three boards 
meets together each morning, with each person taking 
turns in leading the morning prayers and worship. It is 
so important to begin each workday with prayer and to 
end it with thanksgiving. (Tr. TB)

                          —Dohke Norikazu, 
                              executive secretary of general affairs, 
                              acting general secretary
              

Acting General Secretary's Report:

Administrative Changes Anticipated in 2017
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