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not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself 
intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express." 
(Romans 8:26) Just when we have lost words for our 
prayers in a difficult time, the "groaning" that the Spirit 
does with us opens the door to intercession. Accepting 
intercession is exactly what supports us while we are 
facing a situation that paralyzes us. 

Churches in the disaster zone were disabled. It was nearly 
impossible for us to open up relief work on our own 
to help others. We were forced to devote ourselves to 
focusing on accepting disaster relief from others. Through 
this, we were able to accomplish far more than we could 
have done by ourselves. Accepting disaster relief fosters 
collaboration that supersedes the differing opinions 
and assertions of everyone. In this case, "weakness" is 
overcome by intercession, and we witnessed how our work 
bore much fruit.

The Bible has taught those of us in the disaster zone 
that we are receiving the intercession of the Holy Spirit. 
Scripture has also taught us to wait in hope. "But if we 
hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently." 
(Romans 8:25) "Waiting in hope" is God's plan for the 
world—the God who gave us our Lord Jesus. The comfort 
we have is that our Lord, who suffered silently in pain 
and sorrow, has forgiven us so that we will never again be 
separated from God. We are safe in the plan, which is a 
part of God's providence. 

Since the disaster, we have been able to connect more 
deeply with others in the nearby community, and more 
people have been noticing the church sign. What the 
church teaches, and particularly what it communicates in a 
time like this is something that people are noticing.
The Kyodan Confession of Faith states that the church 
holds "public worship." In other words, worship is not just 
a personal activity for those who have faith, but it is for 
society in general. For the church to receive intercession 
publicly, that is, through the workings of the world and its 
people, makes it clear to us that this is an integral part of 
the meaning of “public worship.” As the church continues 
to worship and preach the gospel in the midst of difficulty, 
it witnesses to its responsibility to intercede for the world. 

A characteristic of Tohoku District's disaster relief was to 
share what little strengths we had while drawing close to 
each other and remembering that prayer is supporting us 
all, in spite of the weaknesses of which we are well aware. 
Churches are supported by intercessory prayer, support 
one another by it, and support the entire world through it. 
(Tr. WJ)

 —Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend), January 2013 issue

A Suffering Church

Much more time is needed to evaluate conclusively the 
situation of the Great East Japan Disaster and the church, 
because enormous damage has occurred that has not yet 
been sufficiently acknowledged. Thus, many things are 
still in progress, and issues that were thought to have been 
resolved have once again resurfaced.

Time is especially necessary to assess the effect the 
disaster has had on the church. It is easy for the church to 
end up focusing too much on its own pain and weaknesses. 
The effects of the earthquake and tsunami disaster are 
varied, and churches in affected areas have done their 
best to acknowledge and accept this. Slowly, the effects 
of emotional pain and changes in living conditions and 
lifestyle for the congregants have come to the surface, 
and the church has to acknowledge this even more. This 
situation will continue.

The seriousness of the damage caused by radiation 
exposure will continue to increase. It is very difficult to 
gain perspective on how fast things are changing. The 
church is obliged to face this reality, and we have been 
doing our best to respond to this insurmountable pressure. 
So here, I would like to introduce a personal thought 
concerning our present situation.

Intercession: A Church Receiving Intercession

The disaster of March 11, 2011 was simply overwhelming. 
The destruction of buildings and lifestyles, and ultimately 
the loss of life for many, was an unbelievable scenario. 
After the initial destruction, survivors were overcome with 
deep sorrow and fear that had been unknown before that 
day. All of what occurred was completely unimaginable 
for everyone.

Days of deep sadness continued endlessly, with no sense 
of having an explanation or a roadmap for the future. 
We were dropped into a place of groaning, where we 
experienced a living hell of groaning and pain. Yet, in such 
a situation as that, we gathered for worship. We prayed not 
for ourselves, but for those awaiting news of loved ones, 
people in the region who were suffering, and for other 
churches. Every church worshiped with fervent prayers. 
The words of the Apostle Paul concerning the creation 
were right before our eyes: "We know that the whole 
creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth 
right up to the present time." (Romans 8:22)

Scripture spoke directly to us through these words: "In 
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do 

From a Church Receiving Intercession in its Groaning 
to a Church Interceding for Others: 

The Concept of "Church" 
from the Perspective of a Devastated Church District

                      　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　by Takahashi Kazuto, Tohoku District moderator
                            　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Pastor, Sendai Higashi Rokubancho Church, Miyagi Prefecture
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Greetings from the Newly Elected Kyodan Vice-moderator

                           　　　　　　　　　　　　　 by Ito Mizuo, Kyodan vice-moderator
                                                                                  pastor, Oizumi Bethel Church, North Subdistrict, Tokyo District

At the 38th Kyodan General Assembly in 2012, I was 
appointed to my second term as secretary. As I have 
done until now, I will continue to “tend to the business of 
scheduled meetings under the leadership of the moderator 
and record the proceedings.” (Kyodan Bylaws, Article 
15,) Further, I will do all I can to see that the work of the 
Steering Committee and the General Assembly is done in a 
manner appropriate to a meeting of the church.

  That is to say that in all of our meetings, each person in 
attendance will work for the realization of Christocracy 
(Christ’s reign). While seeking God’s will through prayer, 
members will listen intently to the opinions of one another 
as they confer together. In addition, we will follow the 
Kyodan Constitution, its rules and regulations, and the 
general rules of conferencing to make decisions. In order 
to insure that our conferencing can be done in this way, it 
is my hope that we can develop a clear path for adherence 
to faith and order in all the various efforts and decisions of 
the Kyodan.

I also want to advance the continued relief work in areas 
affected by the Great East Japan Disaster. The damage 
from the earthquake covers a broad area and comes not 
just from the earthquake and the tsunami but also from the 

multiple dangers of radiation. Added to this is the need for 
the long-term aid necessary for the recovery of the local 
areas affected.

In particular, meeting our national fund-raising goal of one 
billion yen for the repair and reconstruction of damaged 
churches and parsonages is an important task. Added to 
that is the need to continue humanitarian aid in the affected 
areas. This is being promoted mainly through aid coming 
from churches abroad. It is our hope that those of you in 
churches abroad will continue your support through your 
prayers and your gifts.

Finally, as we have seen the many volunteers and 
supporters from churches abroad working in affected areas, 
there is the strong realization that the worldwide church 
is in solidarity with the Japanese church, and we have 
gained a renewed awareness of that support. In that sense, 
within the Japanese church, as well as in our relations 
with churches abroad, we want to pray together for the 
advancement of God’s Kingdom around the world, and 
under the mandate of our Lord Jesus Christ, we want to 
be in solidarity as we “help carry one another’s burdens” 
(Galatians 6:2). (Tr. JS)

At the 38th Kyodan General Assembly in 2012, I was 
unexpectedly elected as vice-moderator. To the best of my 
ability, I will strive to respond to the Lord’s call.

The Kyodan at present, after 30 years of struggle, is in a 
period of restoring itself as a united church. However, the 
scars are deep, and so healing and reconciliation will take 
time. Patience and prayer are necessary.

In the midst of that process, the restoration of evangelism 
is a pressing need. We cannot afford to be lackadaisical 
about this because in addition to the aging of Japan’s entire 
population, the believers in the various Kyodan churches 
are rapidly aging. For that reason, the Kyodan has been 
emphasizing evangelism for ten years now, and at the 
July 2012 Executive Council meeting, an Evangelism 
Promotion Office was established under the Committee on 
Evangelism.

The Evangelism Promotion Office began functioning 
at the beginning of the current biennium. I want to 
concentrate my wisdom and energy on this office so that 
it can effectively strengthen the evangelistic efforts of the 
various churches. For the purpose of evangelism, there 
are many things that the Kyodan needs to do, but I think 
we must restructure our financial resources to be used for 
evangelism and downsize our organization.
Next, the Great East Japan Disaster that occurred on March 
11, 2011 also shook the Kyodan at its foundation. Besides 
the damage caused by the earthquake and the tsunami, the 
damage due to the nuclear reactor accident is exceedingly 
serious, and so we have become aware of the mission to 
be fulfilled by the churches in that vast area to bear the 

pain of persons there and to work for their rehabilitation. 
Assistance from countries throughout the world and 
various churches has also encouraged us.

The Kyodan has set up the Kyodan Great East Japan 
Disaster Relief Planning Headquarters and is taking action 
to begin fundraising within and outside the country. A 
volunteer system has been organized and aid is being 
continued at the aid centers that have been established in 
three cities: Tono in Iwate Prefecture as well as in Sendai 
and Ishinomaki in Miyagi Prefecture. Further, in over 20 
churches, financial aid is being disbursed for the purpose 
of rebuilding church sanctuaries and parsonages damaged 
by the earthquake.

Speaking about the nuclear reactor accident, there has also 
been aid for kindergartens and nursery schools affected 
by radioactive pollution (for acquiring air conditioning 
equipment, et cetera; for a temporary program for 
children’s recuperation; and for the acquisition of radiation 
measuring devices).

Furthermore, the extent of the effects of the nuclear 
reactor accident within all of Japanese society is extremely 
widespread, and we thought that a message should 
originate from the church regarding this issue. So the 
Kyodan has decided to hold an international conference 
in Sendai in March 2014 with the theme “Against the 
mythology of nuclear energy—The fundamental quest of 
Fukushima,” and I am the one responsible for that event. I 
think I would like to appeal for participation from overseas 
churches as well. It would be a blessing if you would 
seriously consider participating. (Tr. RT)

Sharing our Burdens in Christ

                                  　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　  by Kumoshikari Toshimi, Kyodan secretary
                                                                                                                        pastor, Akita Sakura Church, Ou District
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A Warm Breeze Blows on Ishinomaki

Members of the New Japan Philharmonic Orchestra 
perform in Ishinomaki

                                                                                                                 by Iijima Makoto, executive secretary
                                                                                                                 Kyodan Great East Japan Disaster Relief
                                                                                                                 Planning Headquarters

In early January 2013, the Kyodan East Japan Disaster 
Relief Projects, in cooperation with Emmaus Ishinomaki, 
a relief center operated by the Tohoku District, held a New 
Year’s concert in Ishinomaki, one of the areas hardest hit 
by the March 11, 2011 disaster.

The plans for this event began in late summer of 2012, 
when members of the New Japan Philharmonic Orchestra 
approached us with their desire to do something to help. 
The ensemble consisted of four members: pianist Suzuki 
Ryuta, violinist Yamamoto Sachiko, double bassist 
Watanabe Reo, and bassoonist Tanaka Shigeyuki. The four 
traveled to Ishinomaki in two cars for the performances, 
which were held on January 10. Their schedule for that 
day consisted of a morning concert at Ishinomaki Eiko 
Kindergarten (Kobuna Minoru, principal), an afternoon 
concert at Ishinomaki Elementary School (Suzuki 
Norio, principal), and an evening concert at Ishinomaki 
Yamashiro-machi Church (Sekikawa Yuichiro, pastor). 
At the kindergarten, there were roughly 50 children and 
parents in attendance and more than 300 at the elementary 
school. Over 50 members of community came to the 
evening concert at the church, despite the bitter cold winds 
from the coastline. 

Although this was a somewhat unusual ensemble of 
instruments for a quartet, they were able to create beautiful 
sounds. Especially noteworthy was the violin and double 
bass duet of Csárdás, a traditional Hungarian folk dance. 
As soon as the performance concluded, the audience 
erupted into an enthusiastic standing ovation.

En route to the performance Suzuki Ryuta, who had 
been the most central figure in the planning of the event, 
expressed his concerns to the others in the car.“While I am 
performing for these people, what pops into my head is the 
question of whether or not the things I am trying to express 
can be conveyed through my music. Can the music truly 
have an impact on their wounds?”

The doubts he expressed lingered in my mind throughout 
the performance. However, as I witnessed that standing 
ovation with my own eyes, it became clear to me that the 
intended message had indeed gotten through. I suppose 
that what the members of the ensemble expressed in their 
music through their best performance and warm heart were 
able give their listeners relief from the pains and release 
from their anxieties.what they were expressing in their 
music with their best performance and warm heart were 
able give the listeners relief from the pains and release 
from their anxieties.

Although on that day strong, frigid winds were blowing 
in from the Ishinomaki coastline and standing outside 
was nearly unbearable, the warmth inside the hearts of the 
performers from the New Japan Philharmonic filled the 
auditoriums and embraced the listeners. (Tr. AKO)

The New Year's concert at Ishinomaki Eiko Kindergarten

The night concert at Ishinomaki Yamashiro-cho Church
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Kyodan Representatives Visit the Church of South India

At the invitation of the Church of South India, the following 
Kyodan representatives visited the Church of South India 
Center in Chennai, Feb. 19-25, 2013: Akiyama Toru, 
pastor of Ageo Godo Church and chair of the Commission 
on Ecumenical Ministry; Omishima Yoshitaka, executive 
secretary of the Commission on Mission; and Kato Makoto, 
executive secretary of the Commission on Ecumenical 
Ministry. Our aim was to deepen mutual understanding 
between both united churches as well as to consider possible 
cooperative areas of missionary work, including the 
exchange of personnel. The program began with morning 
worship on Tuesday, Feb. 20, with Akiyama preaching. We 
took our shoes off and sat Indian-style on the carpet. 

At the center, we were given a tour of each department and, 
in the afternoon, held our first consultation. Representing 
CSI was Moderator and Bishop Rev. Dr. G. Devakadasham, 
together with the deputy moderator, general secretary, 
treasurer, four directors, and the general secretary of the 
Women’s Fellowship. We first introduced the history of our 
respective churches then began discussions of specific areas. 
As it is rich in human resources, with 4 million members, 
and is active in mission work, with 2,000 lay missionaries 
domestically, CSI offered to help with evangelistic efforts 

in Japan, including short-term missions, as well as to send 
teachers to work in mission schools. The Kyodan was 
requested to send leaders and specialists in agriculture, in 
social welfare, and particularly, in nursing care of people who 
are aging. The Kyodan representatives said that our church 
wants to hold an international conference in Japan sometime 
in the future, which would include youth from India, and to 
encourage mutual interchange, such as exchange programs 
for ministers, youth, and directors of Christian education. 
The conference continued until the afternoon of Feb. 21, and 
we promised to pray for each other on the anniversaries of 
the founding of both churches. 

From Feb. 22 we took a short side trip to Namakkal. On 
the way, we visited CSI’s Katpadi Agricultural Institute in 
Kasam Vellore and found that the institute will try to grow 
a variety of Japanese rice called Akitakomachi this year. 
Namakkal has a population of 170,000, of which 14,000 are 
HIV-positive. CSI has established the HIV/AIDS CSI Project 
Namakkal in Coimbatore Diocese to help these people. On 
Feb. 24, we took part in the worship service at two churches, 
where we were surprised by the volume of sound during the 
hymn singing, as it was at a level unimaginable in Japan. (Tr. 
AY)
　　　　　　　　—Kato Makoto, executive secretary

Introduced to Effects of Prejudice at a Youth Camp in India
                                                                                                  by Shimada Naomi
                                                                                                       Kwansei Gakuin University, Theology Department

I enrolled in the youth camp that was sponsored by CSI 
and held Nov. 12-17, 2012 in Chennai (Madras), India. 
The camp was international and ecumenical, with 85 
participants from Nigeria, Scotland, Bangladesh, Sri 
Lanka, Japan, and all over the India.

The title of this camp was FEST-ZOE, which means 
“celebration of life,” and so Indians, who love to dance 
and sing, were singing and dancing all throughout this 
camp. There was a campfire on the last night, but for some 
reason, it actually started from 8 p.m. inside the room. 
We just sang and danced to loud music. Finally, we went 
outside at 1 a.m. and had the campfire until 3 a.m. People 
asked me, “What did you do at the camp?” I said, “Just 
danced and sang.” It was like being in Bollywood.*

Of course, we did not only dance and sing. There were 
sessions about globalization, youth culture, mission, and 
leadership. What really left an impression on me was the 
discussion about the influences of the caste system on 
Christianity and women’s rights. Although 80 percent of 
Christians are Dalits (untouchable), many churches refuse 
Dalit pastors. Even though they are Christians, they are 
only allowed to marry people of the same caste. If a person 
likes someone who is Dalit and wants to get married, the 
parents and society will never allow their marriage. I asked 
young people, “If your child wants to marry a Dalit, will 
you agree with that?” They replied that they would. 

Thus, it seems that with the change in generations, along 
with the change in society, this issue is being resolved. 
When it came to the issue of women’s rights, I was very 
shocked and even had tears in my eyes. In Hinduism, 
women who are menstruating are not allowed to enter a 

temple. Even in some Christian churches, while they are 
allowed into the church for Sunday services, they are not 
allowed to participate in communion. Likewise, in recent 
years, while women are being accepted for ordination, I 
heard that they are sometimes not allowed to officiate at a 
communion service. 

In my daily life, I just live, go to church, and go to school, 
normally. However, I learned that my normal life is not 
normal for other people. Also, I learned that we are all 
equal in God’s sight, but there are lots of unequal things in 
Christian society. 
________________
*"Bollywood," a portmanteau word derived from Bombay 
(the former name for Mumbai) and Hollywood (the center of 
the American film industry), has become the informal term 
popularly used for the Hindi-language film industry based in 
Mumbai in Maharashtra, India. The term is often incorrectly 
used to refer to the whole of Indian cinema.

Kyodan and Church of South India participants at the consultation
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Introducing the Japanese Protestant Church 
in Cologne-Bonn

                     　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　by Saito Atsushi, missionary pastor

Every church throughout the world shares the common 
desire that its church will become well known in the 
surrounding community. Keeping that desire always in 
mind, the Japanese Protestant Church in Cologne-Bonn 
has endeavored to make its existence known among the 
people in this city.

For Japanese people living in Cologne for many years, our 
church is recognized as “the church that holds a bazaar 
every November 1.” This event has now been held 32 
times, starting in 1981. We are surprised to learn how 
many Japanese people live in this city and how many of 
them come to join us every year. Irrespective of the means 
it is accomplished, the fact that the church becomes known 
is not a bad thing at all. In fact, this is one testimony to 
our church having become a trusted institution by the 
people in the community since its founding 35 years ago.

Our most important calling as a church is, of course, to 
preach Christ; the holding of this yearly bazaar is just one 
method of achieving that goal. Even if there has been little 
prior contact with Christianity, people living in Germany 
certainly do come to the realization that churches hold 
worship services every Sunday morning because they 
hear the ringing of church bells from all around the city. 
However, unless they have an opportunity to know what 
this activity is that the church does every Sunday, those 
who know us only as “the place where they hold an annual 
bazaar” will go no further in their understanding. Thus, 
while it is good that they come to know and trust us, it is 
a shame if they do not also come to join in with us in the 
blessings of worship.

It is for this reason that we seek to find ways to invite 
more people to join us. The location of our rented 
facilities is, however, not along a main street in the center 
of the city but on the outskirts of Cologne, close to 
what is known as the “Citizen’s Forest.” This is a place 
surrounded by nature but inconspicuous. Likewise, we 
are not able to have a prominent sign, stating that we are a 
Japanese Christian church. Thus, the old saying that “the 
church building itself preaches Christ” is not applicable 

to our church. Therefore, we cannot just wait for people 
to discover us and come on their own accord; we need to 
employ every means possible to advertise our presence.

One opportunity presented itself to me when I learned of 
the need for Japanese volunteers to help German people 
who are studying Japanese at the Cologne Japan Cultural 
Center. I immediately sent in my application and visited 
the center. There I found that quite a few Japanese people 
had volunteered to help. When we give self-introductions, 
I introduce myself as a Christian pastor, which usually is 
met with surprise. Participants ask what a pastor does, so I 
share with them about our weekly worship service, adding 
an invitation, “How about coming sometime to see for 
yourself?” I am happy to say that about ten people have 
acted on that invitation and come for a visit.

Similarly, we decided to make use of the new “social 
network service,” which has become such a large 
worldwide industry in recent years. Many churches already 
have websites through which they try to reach out to 
people, but unless people actually search out those sites, 
they do not know of their existence. Thus, we decided to 
take out an advertisement on Facebook, one of these new 
services. There are approximately 6,000 Facebook users 
in the area that can utilize the Japanese language, so when 
they open it up, they automatically see our advertisement 
on the side of the page. We are charged approximately 15 
yen each time someone clicks on the advertisement, so this 
has involved a bit of financial outlay. But as a result, during 
the one month we advertized, our church was visited for 
the first time by six people who said they learned there 
is a Japanese-language church in the area through that 
advertisement.  

It is my desire to continue to find new ways to bring new 
people to church to share in the blessings and joys of 
worshipping together. (Tr. KY)

2012 Christmas worship attendees

Fellowship time at the 32nd annual church bazaar
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At the 38th Kyodan General Assembly, which took place 
Oct. 23-25, 2012, Naito Tomeyuki ended his 5 1/2 year 
term as general secretary, a position which gave him 
overall executive responsibility for resolutions taken by the 
General Assembly, the Kyodan’s highest decision making 
body. Naito was already 77 when he took up this position, 
so, age withstanding, how had he developed the strength 
which enabled him to see his heavy responsibilities through 
to the end at such an age? We listened to the following 
thoughts he shared before he left office.

I was born in Yokosuka in Kanagawa Prefecture, one of 
ten children in a large family. I had a carefree childhood 
and was always the ringleader. A portrait of the emperor 
was hung in our home, and we bowed before it every day. 
When I was in the sixth grade of elementary school, World 
War II broke out. My father was working as a shipbuilder 
in the naval dockyard (munitions factory), and partly 
influenced by that, I entered the naval collage.

When the war ended in defeat for Japan, I was utterly 
despondent and pessimistic and filled my time with art, 
drama, and mountain-climbing—in short, with leisure 
activities. However, before long came the emperor’s 
proclamation that he was a human being, and this enabled 
me to change my way of thinking. Until then I had 
venerated the emperor as a god, but now, spurred on by the 
desire to find something eternally unchanging, I entered 
Gakushuin University to study philosophy. There I was 
blessed with the chance to take lectures from the eminent 
scholars who greatly influenced the formation of postwar 
Japanese ideology. Among them was Professor Kitamori 
Kazo (who was also an ordained Kyodan pastor); so I came 
into contact with Christianity and started to participate in 
the Bible-reading group for which he was the advisor.

While student movement activity was increasing both on 
and off campus, I was immersed in Augustine and Anselm 
and the other great theologians, while at the same time 
practicing Zen meditation as well as studying Buddhism 
and Shinto, trying to find the way to salvation.

The answer came among the collected works of the 
philosopher Nishida Kitaro, which I had queued up 
in the bookstore to buy. One of these works, Deepest 
Needs, showed particularly deep thinking, indicating that 
the ultimate destiny of human life is the state of mind 
expressed in Galatians 2:19-20: “It is Christ who lives in 
me.”

However, yet again I went through a great deal of trial 
and error in my thinking as I sought to discover what that 
meant in concrete terms. In the end, what I understood 
was that Christ became the Word that strongly moved me 
from within. This meant, for example, that if I were able 
to put into practice God’s Word, which tells us to love 
one another, God would become present within me. Also, 

when I found out someone else had to die for my salvation 
because I was powerless and full of sin, then I realized that 
the cross of Jesus was the starting point. 

Through such profound study, I slowly came to meet 
Christ and to receive salvation. Just at that point, I was 
introduced to a church by a missionary from the United 
States whom I had met, and at age 21, when I was a third-
year university student, I was baptized at what is now 
Yokosuka Ogawa-cho Church.

After continuing my studies at Gakushuin to graduate 
school level, it was time to think about future employment. 
I thought that I would do what was pleasing to God rather 
than considering my own preferences, and I was shown the 
path to becoming a minister. My family had no connection 
to Christianity, but just as they had done when I was 
baptized, my parents said, “You only have one life; live it 
as you want,” and they gladly let me go my own way.

After completing my studies at Tokyo Union Theological 
Seminary Graduate School, my first appointment was to 
serve Kochi Church. There I met and married my wife, 
who has continued as my good comrade-in-arms until 
now. After that, I was involved in pioneer evangelism in 
Zentsuji in Kagawa Prefecture and then at Banzan-cho 
Church in Okayama Prefecture, Kanazawa Church in 
Ishikawa Prefecture, and various churches in Tokyo; and 
wherever I went I found it so enjoyable I just had to do it. 
This was the time when Christianity was experiencing a 
boom, but even so I was amazed that I was baptizing more 
than ten people a year. As I was enabled to take this for 
granted as a usual state of affairs, it goes without saying 
that this was God’s work.

I have always given special importance to work with 
young people, and although I do not know whether they 
found my answers to their merciless questions convincing 
or just amusing, it remains the case that a chain developed, 
with those who were themselves seeking bringing along 
more seekers. I am happy to say that many of them are 
now pastors or involved in such work as teaching in 
Christian schools.

Having been installed as Kyodan general secretary in 
2007, I shall soon complete my term. In order to carry 
out all my important duties as moderator smoothly, I have 
adopted the same straightforward approach that I valued 
when I was pastoring churches. This is the criterion for 
judging how Christ’s church should be. Adapting the three 
principles of listening to God’s word, learning from church 
history, and maintaining our current regulations, we should 
at all times be ATM (Always bright; Together happily; 
Moving forward). As we continue with Jesus, this ATM is 
our unchanging watchword for evangelism. (Tr. SN)

—Shinto no Tomo (Believer’s Friend), December 2012 issue

“Called by God”—
Continuing with Jesus, with “ATM” as our Watchword

                      　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　by Naito Tomeyuki
                         　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Former Kyodan General Secretary
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Looking Back on the Two Years since the Great East Japan Disaster

Approaching the second anniversary of the Great East 
Japan Disaster, the Kyodan’s Disaster Relief Planning 
Headquarters has held 20 planning conferences on 
the issue. We are urging that all Kyodan districts, 
local churches, and subdistricts designate March as 
“Commemoration Month” and that they pray for all the 
churches in the affected areas and come together in support 
of those churches.

The Kyodan took action on March 12, 2011, the day 
following the disaster, to establish the Disaster Relief 
Planning Committee, with the general secretary as 
chairperson, and also took the following actions: 1) Sent a 
fact-finding delegation headed by the Kyodan moderator; 
2) Began a fundraising campaign led by the Committee 
on Social Concerns; 3) Established a website to circulate 
information, along with what was included in the Kyodan 
Shinpo newspaper and later the Planning Headquarters 
newsletter; 4) Sent an initial financial aid package of 10.5 
million yen to each of the three affected districts (Ou, 
Tohoku, and Kanto); 5) Appointed the executive secretary 
of the Commission on Ecumenical Ministries to be in 
charge of the disaster relief program in order to facilitate 
communication with the affected areas; and as part of this 
effort, 6) established an office designated for the Disaster 
Relief Planning Headquarters; and after a short delay, 7) 
jointly established, with the affected districts, relief activity 
centers in Sendai, Ishinomaki, and Tono.

As a part of that process, the Executive Committee met 
in a special session on March 22, 2011, followed by a 
special session of the Executive Council on April 18, to 
establish the Kyodan Great East Japan Disaster Relief 
Planning Headquarters for the purpose of forming a team 
to organize relief efforts. This team consists of top-ranking 
Kyodan officials along with five other members of the 
Executive Council, a member of the Japan Christian Social 
Work League, and a representative from the Christian 
schools. Likewise, the district moderators from the 
three most seriously affected districts, together with the 
district moderator of Tokyo District (where there was also 
significant damage), were asked to sit in on all sessions.

The headquarters drafted a slogan to describe their efforts 
(“Aiming for the rebuilding of churches that can serve their 
communities for the salvation of the people”), and directed 
support to worshipping communities and, through these 
churches, directed relief efforts to all the affected areas. 
The Scripture verse that was chosen for the theme was 
“Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of heaven 
and earth” (Psalm 124:8). On March 23, 2011, the Kyodan 
moderator also made a formal statement entitled, “Facing 
the greatest crisis in Japan since World War II: Supporting 
life together with our churches in the Great East Japan 
Disaster.” The headquarters called on all churches to take 
time to pray at 2:46 p.m. on the 11th day of every month, 
in commemoration, and to set the goal of each member 
contributing 100 yen a week as a lay movement. If each of 
the 56,260 persons who on average attend weekly services 
across the nation would contribute 400 yen a month, the 
total would be 269,952,000 yen a year and exceed one 
billion yen in four years.

To analyze the needs in the disaster zone, the headquarters 
sent committee members to the affected areas during the 
month of June 2011, and based on their analysis proposed 
a fund-raising goal of one billion yen domestically, with 
half of that amount designated for the rebuilding of 
churches and parsonages and the other half designated for 
humanitarian aid to the surrounding communities. As an 
international fund-raising goal, they set the amount of 1.2 
billion yen, with one billion yen of that amount designated 
for the rebuilding of Kyodan-related schools and other 
institutions and the remaining 200 million yen designated 
for aid to churches for their rebuilding efforts.

The result was that many overseas churches related 
to the Kyodan immediately responded to this need by 
sending support. Here in Japan, a great many individuals 
volunteered to serve, either on their own initiative or 
through the auspices of churches, schools, and other 
organizations, so there was a continuous stream of 
volunteers in the affected districts.

The situation at the site of the disaster, however, was one 
of constant flux between the initial confusion and the trial-
and-error relief attempts as well as among the mix of 
people’s unanticipated actions, expectations, and despair. In 
order to deal with this, the headquarters assigned a person 
under the executive secretary to deal with the organization 
of volunteers. Likewise, at the two Emmaus Centers in 
Sendai and Ishinomaki, an additional assistant was sent 
to help coordinate relief efforts, beginning first with mud 
removal. At Tono Center, volunteers were organized to 
receive the survivors and serve them, thus fulfilling the 
purpose for which these centers were established. 

Regular strategy sessions were held at the headquarters 
to sort through the initial confusion and to draw up a 
strategic plan for each day, prioritizing the needs that could 
be addressed. Through our fund-raising campaign, both 
domestically and overseas, our aim was “to be engaged 
in the relief operation as a unified Kyodan,” and so we 
had each of the affected districts calculate the monetary 
needs of each of the damaged and destroyed churches. 
The headquarters then distributed relief funds and loans 
according to a unified system of local church, district, and 
national (Kyodan) levels.

By the first anniversary of the disaster, in March 2012, 
the “Criteria for Distributing Relief Funds to the Disaster-
Affected Churches” and the “System of Loans” were 
established, with funds that were raised domestically 
being applied to these. The direct aid for repairs and 
reconstruction of damaged churches and parsonages was 
set at 50 percent, with the remaining 50 percent distributed 
as a 20-year, no-interest loan.

The funds raised internationally are being used for 
humanitarian aid to support the volunteer work being 
done through the three centers (Emmaus Sendai, Emmaus 
Ishinomaki and Heartful Tono), along with several other 
related programs, including 1) special Christmas programs 
and concerts for the survivors, 2) the “Kohitsuji (lamb) 
Camp” for children in high-radiation zones, 3) repairs 

A Message From General Secretary

(Cont'd on p.8)
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at Asian Rural Institute and two other church-related 
facilities in Fukushima, 4) health exams for pastors and 
their families in the disaster areas, 5) participation in the 
establishment of an endowed chair at Tohoku University 
for the training of religious counselors, and 6) the 
procurement of radiation detectors for food.

With respect to the issue of providing respite and recreation 
for the children in high-radiation areas, our desire is not 
only for this to be a Kyodan-level program but also to 
encourage districts and local churches to be proactive 
in focusing on the needs of the children. The Kyodan’s 
polices regarding large-scale disaster response was clarified 
by the headquarters in August 2011 at the emergency 
symposium “Challenges Posed by the Great East Japan 
Earthquake Disaster — The Crisis of Present-day Japan 
and Christianity.” This was followed in March 2012 
by the “Moderator’s Pronouncement on the Fukushima 
Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant Accident.” Lastly, as we now 
approach the second anniversary of the disaster, we look 
back at our initial response and early relief programs and 
we also look ahead to the medium and long-range relief 
programs we resolutely commit ourselves to actualize. (Tr. 
TB)

             　　　　—Nagasaki Tetsuo, general secretary 

(Cont'd from p.7)

2011 Disaster Survivors Experience Healing through Flower Arrangement

The Social Welfare Association of Kamaishi City, which 
was devastated by the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami, 
offers a place called “Ochakko” where people living in 
temporary housing can gather for a tea break and spend 
a relaxing time chatting. “Heartful Tono UCCJ” has 
organized a monthly flower arrangement day near the day 
of the month when the disaster occurred. “Look! Look! 
That’s my style of flower arrangement.” “That’s lovely. 
And this is my school.” In each of the temporary housing 
areas, the residents look forward to this time.

Each flower has its own season, color, fragrance, and 
shape. Each flower triggers a unique memory and image 
for the participants. Each person searches for his/her own 
style of flower arrangement and tries to express their 
memories and image of the disaster in her/his own way.

We heard from volunteer groups that after the first year, the 
temporary housing residents complained about losing their 
ability to find words to write or speak and even the ability 
to speak in a loud voice. The flower arrangement program 
began as a means of allowing people to express the feelings 
they could not put into words. It is important to use fresh 
flowers, not artificial flowers or handicrafts because we 
believe fresh flowers bring the feeling of healing. Heartful 
Tono UCCJ is asking for volunteers to help in this work. (Tr. 
JT)

Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend), December 2012 issue

Making flower arrangements as gifts on the 11th of each 
month, in remembrance of family members or friends
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH    
Christian School Students Urged to Pray for Disaster 
     Survivors........................................................368/3 June
First Koshitsuji Camp Held for Families from Fukushima 
                          367/3 Apr.
Kyodan Tohoku Disaster Relief Center...............370/2 Dec.
Personal Experience of Christianity in Practice in Germany 
                          368/5 June
Promoting Youth Evangelism: Thoughts about the future of
     Evangelism in Japan.......................................369/8 Oct.
SCF: Where My Questions and Rebellious Spirit are 
     Accepted.........................................................369/7 Oct.
Threat of Invisible Radioactivity Breeds Isolation and
     Panic...............................................................366/4 Feb.
Training for Teachers in Christian Schools held in Kyoto 
                          369/5 Oct.
Two Events Held for Youth and Young Adults in 2012 
                          370/7 Dec.
CHRISTIANITY IN JAPAN    
60 Years in Japan: "I Am Happy" ......................367/5 Apr.
Christian School Students Urged to Pray for Disaster 
     Survivors........................................................368/3 June
Christmas Parties in the Shichigo Area of Sendai367/2 Apr.
Cornelia Judson: The Missionary who gave Everything for 
     a Night School................................................368/7 June
Disaster Relief Planning Headquarters Opens-Supported
by Prayer and Hoping to give Personal Support..366/1 Feb.
First Christian Bookstore Award Ceremony.........366/7 Feb.
First Koshitsuji Camp Held for Families from Fukushima 
                           367/3 Apr.
Founder of Kochi Girls' School (now Seiwa Jogakuin): 
     An Educator of Love.......................................366/2 Feb.
Harriet Brittan, a Great Missionary and Founder of
      Yokohama Eiwa Gakuin.................................369/4 Oct.
Home Hospice Care, Supported by Words of Faith-
     A Clinical Report by a Christian Doctor.........366/6 Feb.
Making Our Ears Attentive to Words...................370/1 Dec.
Mary Hesser, Founder of Hokuriku Gakuin, and Francina 
  Porter, Founder of Japan's Oldest Kindergarten.367/4 Apr.
Message From General Secretary: Recent Kyodan Church
      Statistics.........................................................366/8 Feb.
Mollie V. Cobleigh's $2 Donation and Chinzei Gakuin, 
     Nagasaki Wesleyan University ......................370/3 Dec.
Opening of Emmaus Sasa-yashiki: Rest Haven for the 
     Survivors of the Tsunami...............................368/2 June
Organized Long-term Sending of Volunteers-The west 
     Tokyo District Approach................................367/7 Apr.
Personal Experience of Christianity in Practice in Germany 
                          368/5 June
Post-disaster Ministry Focuses on Mental Health Care 
                          368/4 June
Prayers of Moderators from Districts Suffering Damage
      due to the Great East Japan Earthquake........368/2 June
Promoting Youth Evangelism: Thoughts about the future of 
     Evangelism in Japan.......................................369/8 Oct.
Psalms that Cultivate Spirituality.........................370/8 Dec.
Reflections on the Great East Japan Earthquake Relief 
     Effort..............................................................367/8 Apr.
Restoration of Disaster-affected Communities in
      Ishinomaki: a First-hand Account.................369/2 Oct.
SCF: Where My Questions and Rebellious Spirit are 
     Accepted.........................................................369/7 Oct.
Supporting the Earthquake Survivors at Kamaishi-The
    Worsening Mental Health Situation and Need for 
     Immediate Care..............................................368/3 June
Thoughts about "Passing on the Faith"...............368/8 June

Threat of Invisible Radioactivity Breeds Isolation and 
     Panic...............................................................366/4 Feb.
Tohoku District Lenten Service Commemorates 2011
      Disaster..........................................................368/1 June
Training for Teachers in Christian Schools held in Kyoto 
                           369/5 Oct.
Two Events Held for Youth and Young Adults in 2012 
                           370/7 Dec.
Volunteer Work Facilitated by the Tohoku District Disaster
      Relief Center..................................................367/2 Apr.
"Why is Christianity Unsuccessful in Japan?"....369/6 Oct.
CONFERENCES, CONSULTATIONS, ASSEMBLIES 
General Assembly Votes to Mend Relationship with Tokyo 
     Union Theological Seminary..........................370/2 Dec.
Missionary Conference Attendees Vist Tsunami 
     Devastation.....................................................369/3 Oct.
ECUMENICAL AND INTERCHURCH RELATIONS 
Blessing of Serving the Lord in Various Situations370/6 Dec.
Cornelia Judson: The Missionary who gave Everything for 
     a Night School................................................368/7 June
Harriet Brittan, a Great Missionary and Founder of 
     Yokohama Eiwa Gakuin.................................369/4 Oct.
Joys and Challenges of House-church Ministry in the 
     Philippines......................................................368/6 June
Kyodan Commissions Missionary to Seoul, Korea.366/7 Feb.
Kyodan Tohoku Disaster Relief Center...............370/2 Dec.
"Lord, thank you, thank you, thank you!"...........366/3 Feb.
Missionary Conference Attendees Vist Tsunami 
     Devastation.....................................................369/3 Oct.
Ministry in a Japanese Canadian Community.....367/6 Apr.
Mollie V. Cobleigh's $2 Donation and Chinzei Gakuin, 
    Nagasaki Wesleyan University........................370/3 Dec.
Personal Experience of Christianity in Practice in Germany 
                          368/5 June
Restoration of Disaster-affected Communities in 
     Ishinomaki: a First-hand Account..................369/2 Oct.
Serving the Kuala Lumpur Japanese Christian Fellowship 
                          369/5 Oct.
Supporting the Earthquake Survivors at Kamaishi-The 
Worsening Mental Health Situation and Need for 
     Immediate Care...............................................368/3 June
Two Events Held for Youth and Young Adults in 2012 
                           370/7 Dec.
"Why is Christianity Unsuccessful in Japan?".....369/6 Oct.
EVANGELISM AND MISSION,  HISTORY AND CULTURE
60 Years in Japan: "I Am Happy" ......................367/5 Apr.
Blessing of Serving the Lord in Various Situations370/6 Dec.
Christian School Students Urged to Pray for Disaster
      Survivors........................................................368/3 June
Christmas Parties in the Shichigo Area of Sendai367/2 Apr.
Cornelia Judson: The Missionary who gave Everything for 
     a Night School................................................368/7 June
Disaster Relief Planning Headquarters Opens-Supported
by Prayer and Hoping to give Personal Support..366/1 Feb.
First Christian Bookstore Award Ceremony.........366/7 Feb.
First Koshitsuji Camp Held for Families from Fukushima 
                           367/3 Apr.
Founder of Kochi Girls' School (now Seiwa Jogakuin): An
      Educator of Love...........................................366/2 Feb.
Harriet Brittan, a Great Missionary and Founder of 
     Yokohama Eiwa Gakuin.................................369/4 Oct.
Home Hospice Care, Supported by Words of Faith-
     A Clinical Report by a Christian Doctor.........366/6 Feb.
Japan's Nuclear Power Generators and the Rights of the 
     World's Indigenous Peoples............................368/5 June
Joys and Challenges of House-church Ministry in the
      Philippines.....................................................368/6 June
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"Lord, thank you, thank you, thank you!"...........366/3 Feb.
Making Our Ears Attentive to Words..................370/1 Dec.
Mary Hesser, Founder of Hokuriku Gakuin, and Francina 
  Porter, Founder of Japan's Oldest Kindergarten.367/4 Apr.
Ministry in a Japanese Canadian Community......367/6 Apr.
Missionary Conference Attendees Vist Tsunami 
     Devastation......................................................369/3 Oct.
Mollie V. Cobleigh's $2 Donation and Chinzei Gakuin, 
     Nagasaki Wesleyan University ......................370/3 Dec.
Opening of Emmaus Sasa-yashiki: Rest Haven for the 
     Survivors of the Tsunami...............................368/2 June
Organized Long-term Sending of Volunteers-The west 
     Tokyo District Approach................................367/7 Apr.
Personal Experience of Christianity in Practice in Germany 
                          368/5 June
Post-disaster Ministry Focuses on Mental Health Care 
                          368/4 June
Prayers of Moderators from Districts Suffering Damage 
     due to the Great East Japan Earthquake ........368/2 June
Promoting Youth Evangelism: Thoughts about the future of 
     Evangelism in Japan.......................................369/8 Oct.
Psalms that Cultivate Spirituality.........................370/8 Dec.
Restoration of Disaster-affected Communities in
      Ishinomaki: a First-hand Account..................369/2 Oct.
SCF: Where My Questions and Rebellious Spirit are
      Accepted.........................................................369/7 Oct.
Serving the Kuala Lumpur Japanese Christian Fellowship 
                           369/5 Oct.
Supporting the Earthquake Survivors at Kamaishi-The 
     Worsening Mental Health Situation and Need for
      Immediate Care.............................................368/3 June
Thoughts about "Passing on the Faith"...............368/8 June
Threat of Invisible Radioactivity Breeds Isolation and 
     Panic...............................................................366/4 Feb.
Tohoku District Lenten Service Commemorates 2011 
     Disaster...........................................................368/1 June
Training for Teachers in Christian Schools held in Kyoto 
                          369/5 Oct.
Two Events Held for Youth and Young Adults in 2012 
                          370/7 Dec.
Volunteer Work Facilitated by the Tohoku District Disaster 
     Relief Center...................................................367/2 Apr.
"Why is Christianity Unsuccessful in Japan?"....369/6 Oct.

KYODAN     
Disaster Relief Planning Headquarters Opens-Supported
      by Prayer and Hoping to give Personal Support  
                                       366/1 Feb.
General Assembly Votes to Mend Relationship with Tokyo
      Union Theological Seminary.........................370/2 Dec.
Greetings from the Newly-elected General Secretary 
                           370/8 Dec.
Message From General Secretary: Recent Kyodan Church 
     Statistics..........................................................366/8 Feb.
Promoting Youth Evangelism: Thoughts about the future of
      Evangelism in Japan......................................369/8 Oct.
Reflections on the Great East Japan Earthquake Relief
      Effort..............................................................367/8 Apr.
Thoughts about "Passing on the Faith"................368/8 June
Executive Council & General Assembly  
Executive Council Prepares for the 38th General Assembly 
                           369/1 Oct.
Executive Council Votes to Revitalize Kyodan's 
     Evangelistic Efforts.........................................367/1 Apr.
General Assembly Votes to Mend Relationship with Tokyo
      Union Theological Seminary.........................370/2 Dec.
Districts and Subdistricts    
Christmas Parties in the Shichigo Area of Sendai367/2 Apr.
Kyodan Tohoku Disaster Relief Center...............370/2 Dec.

Making Our Ears Attentive to Words..................370/1 Dec.
Opening of Emmaus Sasa-yashiki: Rest Haven for the
      Survivors of the Tsunami..............................368/2 June
Organized Long-term Sending of Volunteers-The west 
     Tokyo District Approach................................367/7 Apr.
Prayers of Moderators from Districts Suffering Damage
      due to the Great East Japan Earthquake.......368/2 June
Restoration of Disaster-affected Communities in
      Ishinomaki: a First-hand Account.................369/2 Oct.
SCF: Where My Questions and Rebellious Spirit are 
      Accepted........................................................369/7 Oct.
Threat of Invisible Radioactivity Breeds Isolation and
      Panic..............................................................366/4 Feb.
Tohoku District Lenten Service Commemorates 2011
      Disaster..........................................................368/1 June
Volunteer Work Facilitated by the Tohoku District Disaster 
     Relief Center...................................................367/2 Apr.

People     
60 Years in Japan: "I Am Happy"........................367/5 Apr.
Blessing of Serving the Lord in Various Situation..370/6 Dec.
Cornelia Judson: The Missionary who gave Everything for 
     a Night School................................................368/7 June
First Christian Bookstore Award Ceremony........366/6 Feb.
Founder of Kochi Girls' School (now Seiwa Jogakuin): 
     An Educator of Love.......................................366/2 Feb.
Harriet Brittan, a Great Missionary and Founder of 
     Yokohama Eiwa Gakuin..................................369/4 Oct.
Joys and Challenges of House-church Ministry in the
      Philippines.....................................................368/6 June
Kyodan Commissions Missionary to Seoul, Korea  
                                       366/6 Feb.
"Lord, thank you, thank you, thank you!"...........366/3 Feb.
Mary Hesser, Founder of Hokuriku Gakuin, and Francina 
  Porter, Founder of Japan's Oldest Kindergarten.367/4 Apr.
Mollie V. Cobleigh's $2 Donation and Chinzei Gakuin, 
     Nagasaki Wesleyan University.......................370/3 Dec.

SOCIAL AND SOCIOPOLITICAL CONCERNS 
Domestic Issues     
Home Hospice Care, Supported by Words of Faith-
     A Clinical Report by a Christian Doctor.........366/6 Feb.
Japan's Nuclear Power Generators and the Rights of the
      World's Indigenous Peoples..........................368/5 June
Threat of Invisible Radioactivity Breeds Isolation and 
     Panic...............................................................366/4 Feb.
Social Work and Service    
Disaster Relief Planning Headquarters Opens-Supported
 by Prayer and Hoping to give Personal Support.366/1 Feb.
First Koshitsuji Camp Held for Families from Fukushima 
                           367/3 Apr.
Home Hospice Care, Supported by Words of Faith-
     A Clinical Report by a Christian Doctor.........366/6 Feb.
Mary Hesser, Founder of Hokuriku Gakuin, and Francina
  Porter, Founder of Japan's Oldest Kindergarten.367/4 Apr.
Post-disaster Ministry Focuses on Mental Health Care 
                          368/4 June
Restoration of Disaster-affected Communities in
      Ishinomaki: a First-hand Account..................369/2 Oct.
Supporting the Earthquake Survivors at Kamaishi-The 
     Worsening Mental Health Situation and Need for 
     Immediate Care..............................................368/3 June
Volunteer Work Facilitated by the Tohoku District Disaster 
     Relief Center..................................................367/2 Apr.
War and Peace; Militarism, Nationalism & Domestic Politics 
Japan's Nuclear Power Generators and the Rights of the
      World's Indigenous Peoples...........................368/5 June
Threat of Invisible Radioactivity Breeds Isolation and
      Panic...............................................................366/4 Feb.
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