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Executive Council Addresses Financial and Political Concerns 
The third Executive Council meeting of the present two-
year (39th) General Assembly period was held July 13-
14 at Fujimicho Church in Tokyo, with 29 of the 30 
members in attendance. The opening service was led by 
the Rev. Higashino Hisashi, a council member. The first 
item on the agenda was a report by National Christian 
Council in Japan (NCCJ) Chairperson Kobashi Koichi 
on the policy direction NCCJ is taking in regards to his 
meeting with Kyodan Moderator Ishibashi Hideo, along 
with the issues they dealt with on May 5. Next, General 
Secretary Nagasaki Tetsuo stated in his report that he and 
the three top-ranking officials of the Kyodan shared the 
duty of attending each of the District General Assemblies 
to give greetings, with the exception of Kyoto and 
Okinawa districts. In addition to listening to the various 
complaints leveled against the Kyodan, they also observed 
the operations of each of these 15 districts close at hand. 
Likewise, in the report on the progress of the structural 
strengthening of the Japan Christian Center building 
against future earthquake damage, it was reported that the 
total cost would be 281 million yen, with 49,450,000 of 
the 120,830,000 yen (43%) that represents the Kyodan's 
portion of that total to be covered by apportionments. 

Council member Rev. Kita Kiyoshi proposed that "the 
Kyodan should send out a prayer letter to all of the 
churches concerning the national security bills being 
rammed through the Diet," so Moderator Ishibashi 
took this up as an emergency motion. After discussion, 
Moderator Ishibashi appointed a committee of four to draft 
a proposed wording, and this was passed the following day. 

On the afternoon of the second day, the agenda item 
concerning the commemoration of the 70th anniversary of 
the end of World War II and the efforts to seek peace was 
discussed. The following statement was approved by a 
majority vote. 

"As a starting point, we confess that we cooperated in the 
war effort during WWII and repent of our contributing 
to the suffering of the peoples of Asia. We pray that our 
leaders would act in humility to govern in an orderly and 
peaceful way. Concerning the arrogance of political leaders 
who fail to be concerned about the suffering and pain of 
the Okinawans and who try to shut down debate, we pray 
that they will be given a heart to serve the people. We also 
repent of our own complicity in giving priority to economic 
interests at the expense of human rights, and so we pray for 
hearts that will be able to make the pain of others our own 
pain."

Commission on Finance Chair Aizawa Toyoshige 
reported that in the 2014 financial report, he had treated 
as miscellaneous income the leftover funds within the 
separate budgets of the "International Cooperation Fund" 
and the "Expenses Related to Germany," which had both 
been disbanded.

With respect to the Kyodan's joint sponsorship of the 
International Conference on Minorities and Mission that 
was organized by the Korean Christian Church in Japan, 
the terms "sponsored by," "jointly sponsored by" and 
"supported by" were all being used in the materials passed 
out. There was debate as to what these terms implied, 
and one position was that in reality, the Kyodan was 
merely involved in support of the conference. Ultimately, 
council member Okamoto Tomoyuki proposed that in this 
situation "joint sponsorship" was in actuality "support," 
and so with this caveat in mind, it was agreed that using 
the terminology of "joint sponsorship," in line with the 
wording used by the KCCJ, was acceptable. (Tr. TB) 

     　　　　　　　 —Kato Makoto, executive secrety

A Prayer for Peace 70 Years after World War II
Let us pray to God, the Lord of this world.

At this time, 70 years after World War II, we repent of Japan's 
cooperation in the execution of that war and the great pain we 
caused the many countries of Asia. In order that this might not 
happen again, we pray oh God that you will give us grace and 
strength to be able to reach out to make real peace, so now, at 
this time, we seek your compassion and guidance.

Recently, many constitutional scholars have been pointing out 
violations of the Constitution, and even though many citizens 
are anxious about Cabinet decisions to exercise the collective 
right of self-defense, the government is trying to pass a 
national security bill in the Diet for that purpose.* We lament 
this and desire the realization of true peace in which "swords 
are turned into plowshares and spears into pruning hooks" 
(Isaiah 2:4), and we especially pray that government officials 
might humble themselves so that their hearts might be drawn 
to the thoughts of the citizens and that they will be able to 
orderly manage the government.

Our hearts ache whenever we hear some government officials 
say arrogantly that the freedom of discussion should be ended 
in spite of the cries and pain of the Okinawan people upon 
whom have been placed so many burdens.

 We pray that those in power who are saying contemptuously, 
"those with differing opinions should be punished," without 
listening to different opinions might be given the careful 
listening minds.

We pray that government officials might be aware that they 
should use their political power according to the will of the 
people and that they might listen to the people, know the pain 
of the people, respect the people, and serve the people.

We repent that we have become indifferent and lacking in 
understanding of human rights and political issues under the 
thoughts of caring only ourselves. We have fallen into the sin 
of putting economics first.

We ourselves have fallen into the sin of putting economics 
first, holding to the thinking that whatever is good for us 
is good for all. We repent of the fact that we have become 
indifferent and lacking in understanding of human rights and 
government. Give us hearts that will receive the cries and pain 
of others as our own. We pray in the name of the Prince of 
Peace, Jesus Christ. Amen. (July 13, 2015) (Tr. RT) 
____________
* Editor's note: The Abe government forced the bill through in 
September.
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From the experience of ‘I Love Taiwan Mission’

"Let your hope keep you joyful, be patient in your troubles, 
and pray at all times." (Rom. 12:12)

The annual “I Love Taiwan” event began in 2002 and is 
hosted by The Presbyterian Church of Taiwan. This year 
marks the 13th annual event and was held from July 1 to 
18, with approximately 90 young people from 18 countries 
around the world (including Japan) and 89 Taiwanese, 
including staff, in attendance. This year’s theme was 
“Behold the sign of grace.” The Kyodan Committee on 
Taiwan Church Relations sent two participants to the 
event. During the first three days, there were programs 
introducing the PCT to the participants from abroad and 
orientation courses with basic theology lectures by pastors.  

Prior to the participants being sent out to local churches 
and other organizations, there was a commissioning 
service. During the following ten days then, the participants 
helped with ministries such as church school, summer 
camps, and so on. The last three days were times of sharing 
experiences and also a time of celebration of our different 
cultures. On the final day there was a closing service.

I had the privilege of joining this gathering as one of the 
Japanese representatives. It was a real blessing to me to be 
there and to meet other young people during those 18 days 
in Taiwan. I found that the people from different countries 
who joined ILT were expressing their faith to God in 
their own ways. They were not embarrassed to have fun 
together and to sing energetic songs of praise to God. They 
cherished each moment with new friends. Despite their 
diversity of experience as well as different cultural and 
political backgrounds, those groups of young people gave 
me tremendous encouragement.I was sent to a local church 
with a team of seven others for ten days. My experience at 
Chang-guang Church was mixed with hope and struggles. 

Although the relationship among the group was fairly 
good, at first we could not share the blessing of being sent 
together enough. After we had worked in the field by the 
church, I cried because as I was looking at the people in 
the group who did not join the work, for a moment I lost 
the sense of the meaning the group had been sent to the 
church. I could not see God among us, and that made me 
sad. However, when I prayed in the sanctuary under the 
cross, God granted me the understanding that no matter 
how doubtful I become, it will not change the fact that the 
Lord is with us with his overflowing love. 

The Lord has been with us from the beginning and has 
unsparingly given us what we needed most, according to 
his timing. Each person could share his or her experience 
as well at the end. The Lord sent us with trust to different 
countries under his guidance. As I looked out at the country 
of Japan from the airplane on the way home, I realized 
that I was sent to this country. It was not a vague feeling 
anymore. It convinces me in an even more real way, and I 
am excited about being sent.I am thankful for where I am. 
I will continue to pray and face the lives of this country. 
With thanks for the prayers and support, and to the Lord.
                                                                                   (Tr. BN)
            　　　   —Yatsuzuka Haruka, member
               　　　　 Kwansei Gakuin Church, Nishinomiya
 

The General Assembly of the 14th Christian Conference 
of Asia (CCA) was held May 20-27, 2015 in Jakarta, 
Indonesia. There were altogether some 700 participants, 
including about 350 delegates of 100 churches from India 
to Australia and 20 associated organizations, in addition 
to media representatives and stewards. The conference 
theme was “Living Together in the Household of God.” 
The various programs were well prepared, and we were 
blessed with wonderful worship that included the use of 
various musical instruments. Each morning we started by 
separating into small groups for Bible study, which was 
followed by carefully prepared presentations. During the 
general session, the variety of opinions being expressed 
showed the diversity of Asia. Examples of topics 
introduced included ISIL (Islamic State in Iraq and the 
Levant), human trafficking, the military threat of China, 
and HIV/AIDS. These issues were then individually 
discussed in 14 small group meetings named sarasehan 
(an Indonesian word meaning “discussion”), and then a 
summaries of each group's deliberations were presented to 
the full body. The full assembly then approved those issues 
that the CCA would focus on for the next five years.

It was necessary to deal with two internal issues. The 
first one involved receiving greetings from the China 
Christian Council (CCC) for the first time at the general 
session. Previously, in 1992, The Presbyterian Church in 

Taiwan (PCT) had been petitioned by China through the 
World Council of Churches to change its name from The 
Presbyterian Church in Taiwan to The Presbyterian Church 
in Taiwan, China, so the PCT simply decided to withdraw 
from the WCC. However, the Kyodan stated that it also 
would withdraw from the WCC if the PCT was going to be 
forced to change its name, so that demand was withdrawn. 
In five years, the Kyodan will be faced with a similar 
situation if the same demand is made then. 

The second issue involved doubts concerning the way 
central committee members, including the core leadership, 
were to be chosen. The system is that each country submits 
its nominations to the selection committee beforehand, 
then those persons approved by the selection committee are 
presented for ratification at the full assembly. This time, the 
slate for the central committee put forth by the selection 
committee was such that the most important positions 
would mainly be filled by delegates from two countries, so 
it was rejected almost unanimously. This resulted in a new 
slate of candidates being named the following day that then 
was affirmed by the full assembly. 

The significance of the CCA cannot be overstated, because 
it is through this organization that the churches of Asia can 
grapple with the serious issues faced in this region, and it 
is with this expectation that we stake our lives. (Tr. KY)
                                     —Kato Makoto, executive secretary

14th Christian Conference of Asia Meets in Indonesia
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U.S. Church Leaders Visit Tohoku Disaster Area
 
                                                                by Sato Masashi
                                                                     Coordinator, Kyodan Tohoku Disaster Relief Center - Emmaus

Ten members representing the United Church of Christ 
(UCC) visited the disaster-stricken area in northeastern 
Japan from Aug. 5 to 10. The trip was sponsored by “One 
Great Hour of Sharing” (OGHS), the office responsible 
for collecting the annual OGHS offering received every 
March from UCC churches across the U.S. and disbursing 
the funds to projects overseas. OGHS has been sending 
part of its funds to support the Kyodan-sponsored disaster 
relief work in the Tohoku area. Arrangements to host 
the group were made through the combined efforts of 
"Emmaus" Kyodan Tohoku Disaster Relief Center and the 
Tohoku District World Mission Committee, with assistance 
from the Reverend Jeffrey Mensendiek, a missionary. 
During their stay, they visited Asian Rural Institute, had 
a field study at the temporary housing units in Sendai, 
visited Tohoku Gakuin University and the Aizu Radiation 
Information Center, attended worship on Sunday, and 
visited the Kroehler House in Aizu. It was a busy schedule 
filled with very meaningful encounters.

On Aug. 7, the group went directly from their hotel to 
join the morning “Radio Exercises” at the Shichigo Chuo 
Koen Temporary Housing Units. This is an activity that 
Emmaus Center has supported every morning, along with a 
time afterwards for tea and sharing called “Ochakko.” The 
number of households in Shichigo Chuo has now decreased 
from 60 to 11. That day three elderly women came out to 
the gathering hall. One of those women, Takako San, had 
endless thoughts and feelings to share; the pain of having 
lost her husband to the tsunami, the loneliness of losing 
community and being separated from friends. She shared 
her anxiety of what life would be like if she moved into 
a high-rise apartment provided by the government. In her 
former life by the sea, she lived in a rural setting where she 
never locked her door. She was anxious about facing the 
changes in her living environment. Yet at the same time, 
she shared the stress of continuing to live in the temporary 
units and not being able to envision a future for herself. 
Takako San emphasized how much it meant to her that 
people from Emmaus Center has continued to visit the 
residents of the housing units. The members of the OGHS 
group were pleased to hear how Emmaus Center has 
been able to accompany these families in the midst of the 
ongoing challenges they face in their lives.

That night a “Welcome Gathering” was held at Emmaus 
Center.  Three speakers talked about their  work, 
representing 1) Izumi: the Kyodan Tohoku District Nuclear 
Disaster Relief Task Force, 2) EIWAN: Empowerment 
of Immigrant Women Affiliated Network, and 3) Tohoku 
HELP. Afterwards, there was a time for questions and 
answers. Concerning the thyroid tests provided by 
Izumi, the group raised questions about what kinds of 
opportunities for further testing are available for children 
who test A2 positive (confirmation of a tumor measuring 
less than 5mm, or a pustule measuring less than 20mm), 
and what Izumi does to advocate on behalf of the victims. 
The questions raised were very specific and to the point. 
Concerning the work of EIWAN, there were questions 
regarding how many migrant women EIWAN was able to 

interact with since the disaster. The group also shared that 
the UCC is involved in similar projects to support migrants 
in the U.S.. The session was concluded by making two 
concentric circles, and praying for all those who live in 
and work for the people of the disaster-stricken area in the 
Tohoku area.

On Aug. 8,  the group visited the Aizu Radiation 
Information Center and had an opportunity to hear the 
witness of two young mothers, one who had evacuated 
voluntarily from Fukushima City, and the other a resident 
of the Aizu area. Members of the OGHS team listened 
with open hearts, tearing up at times, as they were touched 
by the stories of the two women. It was clear that the 
participants were left speechless as they heard the stories 
of those who live with the post-disaster realities caused by 
the Tokyo Electric Company nuclear explosions.

Japan as a whole is trying to forget the stark realities that 
resulted from the earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear disaster 
four years ago. In such circumstances, it is crucial for those 
of us involved in disaster relief to work constructively 
together and network together. This visit from the UCC 
was a living reminder that we are “the one body of Christ” 
(1 Cor. 12:27). I was encouraged and touched by the need 
for us to reach beyond national boundaries to network 
together as the one body in Christ. (Tr. JM)

KNL Corner
Publisher: Nagasaki Tetsuo　　　　　　　
   Editor: Kawakami Yoshiko     Copy Editor: Hazel Terhune
  Executive Secretary: Kato Makoto, Staf f Assistant:Niina Tomoko
  Editorial Committee: Timothy Boyle,  Kofukada Yutaka, 　
　　   Nishio Misao, Tokuta Makoto
  Translators:  Timothy Boyle, Brownell Nozomi, 
             David Burger, Wayne Jansen,  Abraham Kist-Okazaki,  
             Kofukada Yutaka, Jeffrey Mensendiek,  Muratomi 
             Kanako, Sheila Norris, Joe Stroud, Robert Terhune      
   Note: The names of Japanese persons are listed in      
             traditional order,  with last names first.

In front of the Tohoku Gakuin Chapel
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SMJ Camp Held for Junior and Senior High School Students
                                                                                                                  by Kakiuchi Chieko, group escort, 
                                                                                                             Teacher, Miyagi Gakuin, Tohoku District 

This summer, thanks to support from the Special Ministry 
to the Japanese (SMJ) organization in America, students 
from areas affected by the East Japan Disaster were able to 
go to the United States. Eight junior and senior high school 
students from Miyagi and two junior high school students 
from Fukushima were given the opportunity to participate 
in a discovery camp that took place in the outskirts of New 
York from July 19 to 31.

This was the 32nd camp held by SMJ for Japanese children 
living in the U.S., with a total of 35 campers and leaders 
living together for two weeks. Children between 11 and 
16 years of age cooperated in a wide range of activities, 
including daily morning exercise, worship, Bible study, art 
work, sports, swimming in the sea and piggyback races that 
were part of the competitions between groups.

It was the first time that one of the participants had seen the 
sea since narrowly escaping death by going up onto the roof 
of a house when the tsunami swept into eastern Japan in 
March 2011. Swimming in the sea every day and catching 
23 sea bream when we went sea fishing produced beaming 
smiles of joy.

When all of the campers gathered for a talent show on site, 
two members of our group had the chance to talk about 
their experiences of the tsunami and the aftermath of the 
Fukushima nuclear power plant accident and were able to 
convey their thankfulness for the support that came in from 
all around the world after the earthquake. Young children 
from the local New York area were also present and listened 
attentively.

During these two weeks of camp, we overcame our various 
differences while discovering each other’s personalities and 
forging ties. Here are some excerpts from comments written 
by participants. “Among all the activities, the best memories 
for me are of the times when we had to cooperate with other 
people in the group competitions, such as during orienteering 
and the talent show. I felt very happy when differences such 
as nationality and gender became unimportant as we worked 
together towards one goal.” “During the camp, we went 
swimming in the sea every day, and also tried rock-climbing 
and sea fishing. Up to now, I have always worried about how 
other people saw me and what would happen if I couldn't 
succeed, so I always looked on fearfully from a distance. 

However, as I saw the local children trying everything with 
a positive spirit, I wanted to be like them, so I gradually 
decided to try various things as the opportunities presented 
themselves, without worrying about little things. Also 
children at the camp, who said they were interested in Japan, 
tried to study Japanese. I was very happy that it wasn’t just 
that we could learn a lot from the local children, but that we 
could also give something to them. All the people that we 
met and spent two weeks with at this camp have become 
friends for life.”

After the camp, our students had homestays with American 
families and also had a good time sightseeing. During 
Sunday worship, they were able to give an eyewitness 
account of the earthquake disaster, and the congregation 
prayed for the affected areas.

On the day before we returned to Japan, members of the 
Japanese-American United Church (JAUC) and SMJ 
held a farewell party for us. As we had direct contact with 
the kindheartedness of the people who had prayerfully 
remembered the disaster area and made this opportunity 
a reality for us, all the participants were filled with 
thankfulness. 

In conclusion, I thank the Lord for these wonderful 
encounters, and I would like to express my heartfelt 
appreciation to all those from SMJ, JAUC, the Kyodan East 
Japan Disaster Relief Project, and the Christian Schools 
Council on Cooperative Mission, whose support made 
everything possible. (Tr. SN)

Testimony at the 2015 Discovery Camp                     

by Asano Yume, Discovery Camp participant
                             (Camp Quinipet, Shelter Island, NY)

Four years ago, I experienced the East Japan earthquake 
and tsunami. At the time, I was in fifh grade and lived in 
Sendai. I was on the veranda of my classroom, hanging 
up towels to dry after the clean-up of the gym during my 
fifth period class ended, when  suddenly we were struck 
with heavy shaking. Although I immediately went into 
the classroom and hid under a desk, the desk started to 
shake a lot, and the backpack on the desk fell to the floor. I 
remember that without even thinking, I grabbed my friend's 
hand.

I went back home with my mom, and we started preparing 
to evacuate to the school. At that moment, I saw a black 
wave fill and flow through the road, and my mom and I 
went up to the roof of our house. As the car that was parked 
on the ground washed away, the gasoline lit up and caught 
on fire. I heard the screeching sound of the car, the house, 
and all the things floating and hitting each other. And 
although it was March, it was snowing. My mom and I 
spent the night in a room on the second floor of my house.

(Cont'd on p. 5)

Site of SMJ Camp in Long Island, New York
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Japan Hosts the German-Japanese Youth Mission 2015
                                                                                      
                                                                                          by Nishinosono Michiko, Executive Committee member
                                                                                    of the German-Japanese Youth Mission 2015

The German-Japanese Youth Mission 2015 was held 
in Japan Aug. 7-17 under the auspices of the Kyodan's 
Committee on Education, together with the joint 
sponsorship of the Committee on Evangelism, the Task 
Force on Evangelism Promotion, and the Commission on 
Ecumenical Ministries. Eleven German guests, including 
the Rev. Matthias Puppe, superintendent, were sent by 
the Wittstock-Ruppin District of the Berlin-Brandenburg-
schlesische Oberlausitz Evangelical Church, which is 
located in former East Germany.
 
The first Youth Mission was held in Japan in 2002 with 
the help of some volunteers from the National Federation 
of Kyodan Women’s Societies, with 20 German youth in 
attendance. Then the following year, 20 Japanese youths 
went to the Wittstock-Ruppin District in Germany. Since 
then, several other such exchanges have been held, but this 
was the first time it was officially held under the auspices 
of the Kyodan.

The program began with a welcoming party at Ginza 
Church on Aug. 7. The German guests stayed with host 
families over the weekend, attending Sunday worship 
services at their host families’ home churches. Then the 
guests traveled to the Kansai area to stay with new host 
families in Kyoto, Osaka, or Kobe from Aug. 10 to 12, 
where they went sightseeing and had fellowship with 
Japanese young people. They all visited the Hiroshima 
Peace Memorial museum and Hiroshima Church on Aug. 
11 and had a chance to listen to survivors tell about their 
experiences of the atomic bomb.

The highlight of the Youth Mission was a retreat that was 
held in Nagano from Aug. 13 to 15. There were more 
than 40 people in total, including the German guests, 
several Japanese high school and college students, three 
seminarians who led the retreat, some adults who supported 
the retreat, and the executive committee members of this 
youth mission.

The German and Japanese youth members separated into 
three groups, referred to as “Praise,” “Prayer,” and “Play,” 

which were designed to prepare for the worship service 
on Aug. 15, the last day of the retreat. The youth members 
prepared their litany, a scenario of their play, and led 
worship songs during the service as we joined together in 
Japanese, German, and English, to praise, pray, and listen 
to a message from God. Through the worship service, we 
felt we were united before God, going beyond our language 
barriers and the differences of our cultures, histories, and 
lifestyles. 

A farewell party was held at Fujimicho Church on Aug. 16, 
with the German guests leaving for their country on Aug. 
17. They miss their Japanese friends and host families and 
are looking forward to our reunion in Germany in 2017. 
At the farewell party, the Rev. Puppe said, “I’ll invite 
Japanese youth to Germany for the international assembly 
to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 
2017. I’m planning to attend this assembly together with a 
group of German and Japanese youth.”

We are grateful to the German and Japanese people for 
their prayers and support. And we give thanks to God for 
His grace throughout this Youth Mission.

(Cont'd from p. 4)

I have lost many things, but I am not devastated. This is 
because I have received many things from people all over 
the world. It was not just material items, but love and 
kindness. Even now, there are earthquakes from time to 
time. Surprisingly, I do not panic, and I can calmly prepare 
to evacuate. I feel as though my heart has become stronger.

From this natural disaster, I was able to learn something 
important. This is to treasure your life and to put your 

maximum effort into protecting that life. There are many 
people who are supporting Japan. Because of this, I want 
to try my best not to lose to difficulties. Also, I would like 
to continue holding onto these feelings of gratefulness. I 
participated in this camp this year to share these feelings of 
thankfulness. Thank you to all those who have prayed for 
us. Thank you very much. (Tr. MK)
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August 2, 2015 Joint Peace Message of 
the KCCJ and the Kyodan

"This is what the Lord says: 'Do what is just and right. 
Rescue from the hand of the oppressor the one who has 
been robbed. Do no wrong or violence to the foreigner, the 
fatherless or the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in 
this place.'" (Jeremiah 22:3)

This year, 2015, marks the 70th anniversary of the end 
of the World War II. Last year, we, the Korean Christian 
Church in Japan (KCCJ) and the United Church of Christ 
in Japan (UCCJ or Kyodan) celebrated the 30th year of 
our covenant in mission, so we have covenanted with 
each other to deepen our relationship further and to work 
together for peace in Japan and around the world. We 
will endeavor to protect people's lives and pray for the 
realization of a society in which everyone can live in 
security. As Christians living in Japan, it is our heart's 
desire to see Japan be a country in which all people living 
here can find true peace and security.

Likewise, the Kyodan wishes to express again its sincere 
apology for the errors of the past, when we failed to 
confess clearly Jesus Christ as Lord of the entire world and 
cooperated with our country in its prosecution of a war of 
aggression and its colonization of Korea, China, and other 
Asian countries. We repent of our sin of not standing up 
for our brothers and sisters in Christ who were persecuted 
during the war, and we pray for and aim at creating a 
society of peace, equality, and coexistence.

Working Towards a Peaceful Society

The Japanese government is now attempting to make it 
possible for the Self-Defense Force (the Japanese military) 
to be sent overseas to participate in military activities. 
The Cabinet has made the decision to acknowledge the 
"right of collective defense," and is attempting to push a 
national security bill through the Diet that would, in effect, 
negate Article 9 of Japan's Constitution, which states, "The 
Japanese people forever renounce war as a sovereign right 
of the nation and the threat or use of force as a means of 
settling international disputes."

As we commemorate this 70th anniversary of Japan’s 
defeat in that war, our thoughts also concern the more than 
200,000 military and civilian deaths experienced in the 
Battle of Okinawa. Okinawa, which had been the sovereign 
country of the Kingdom of Ryukyu, was invaded and 
occupied by Japan, and then as the war drew to a close, 
Japan used Okinawa as a shield for the mainland. Since 
the end of the war and up to the present time, Okinawa has 
been forced to bear the heavy burden of hosting the vast 
majority of U.S. military bases in Japan. In addition, the 
efforts to phase out Futenma Air Base (which is located in 
the middle of a densely populated area) and replace it with 
a new military base at Henoko is steadily moving forward. 
We see in this as a pervasive discrimination that underlies 
so much of our country.

It is with these things in mind that we pray for the kind of 
peace that God the Father has revealed through his Son 
Jesus Christ as being his will. We not only oppose the 
passage of these bills related to national security but we 
also seek the repeal of the plans to establish a new military 
base at Henoko to replace Futenma Air Base.

Working Towards a Society with No Hate Speech

Within the context of a social movement that emphasizes 
a phrase that translates as "distaining China, hating 
Korea," the situation continues to grow worse, with 
this understanding becoming more widespread among 
average Japanese people. "Hate demonstrations" still occur 
around Japan, with the objects of such hate speech not 
being limited to Koreans and Chinese but also extending 
to Okinawans, Ainu, victims of the nuclear accident (in 
2011), Muslims, and various other discriminated-against 
groups, such as the Burakumin, those with handicapping 
conditions, and welfare recipients.

Certain sectors of the media have also broadcast programs 
that only serve to fan the flames of this "distaining China, 
hating Korea" mindset, and both published materials and 
the Internet are overflowing with various expressions of 
ethnic and racially discriminatory remarks. In 1996, Japan 
ratified the International Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination produced by the 
United Nations, but even now we see not the slightest 
sign that Japan is going to institute a law banning racial 
discrimination or even set up a human rights agency. In 
addition, we are beginning to see this movement being 
tied to conservative political powers that are, for instance, 
denying even the existence of the “comfort women” issue 
(forced prostitution by the Japanese military during WW 
II) through suppression of speech.

It is with this situation in mind that this coming November 
we will be hosting our third international conference on the 
issue of minorities and mission under the theme, “Living 
Together and Working Towards a Japanese Society that 
Brings People Together: Being in Solidarity With People 
Around the World Who Long For a Just and Symbiotic 
Society in Japan.” Our desire is to clarify the reality of 
ethnic discrimination in Japan and to work with and pray 
with Christians from around the world to achieve its 
elimination.

Working Towards a Society in which People’s Lives 
and Livelihoods are Protected

The actions of the Japanese government following the 
nuclear accident at the Fukushima Daiichi reactors 
in March 2011 certainly were not ones in which the 
safety of its citizens were given the highest priority. The 
computer simulations of the nuclear radiation fallout were 

(Cont'd on p. 7)
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European Christian Conference Attended
by Representatives of Japanese Christian Groups in Europe

The Japanese-speaking churches of Europe joined the 
European Christian Conference gathered in Prague of 
the Czech Republic from July 29 to Aug. 2, the 32nd 
convening of this annual event held every summer. This 
year, 2015, marks the 600th anniversary of the martyrdom 
of Bohemian Reformer Jan Hus, who was remembered 
in worship services by the words he left, “the truth to 
all people,” which was the theme of the Praha/Kobylisy 
Japanese Worship Service.  A total of 225 participants 
attended from 14 European countries, Japan, Korea, 
Israel, Tunisia, Brazil, and other countries, together with 
kindergarten and elementary children and a youth group. 

Clergy in Europe gave the messages at the six lectures 
and at the prayer meetings each morning, revealing the 
truth of the Bible that Hus pursued and analyzing it from 
many perspectives. In the afternoon of July 31, worship 
was held at Bethlehem Cathedral in the old part of the 
city. This cathedral was built to function as a Czech 
language worship venue in the 14th century, and Hus was 
the senior pastor there for ten years. At this conference, 
we heard about the church’s history from the Reverend 
Joel Ruml, moderator of the Evangelical Church of Czech 
Brethern, which inherited Hus’ faith tradition. In the 17th 
century, Hus’ followers were expelled, and Czech became 
a Catholic country. However, it is now one of the most 
secular countries in the world. The minority status of 
the Protestant church is similar to the Japanese situation. 
Strolling through the old city in the afternoon, we could 
experience walking in the footsteps of Hus. The works 
of Jan Hus are not widely known, but at this gathering, 
participants of the conference were moved by his life and 
teachings. 

In the afternoon on Aug. 1, there were two special lectures. 
The first was by the Rev. Sato Akira of Fukushima First 
Bible Baptist Church, who spoke of the East Japan 
disaster and the present situation. Following him, Muraoka 
Munemitsu, a professor at Leiden University, spoke on the 
responsibility of Japanese Christians for the war fought 
some 70 years ago. Both lectures were very timely, and we 
were reminded that even though we are in Europe—a long 

way from Japan, as fellow believers it is necessary that we 
connect with one another on these issues.

Every time at the “Fellowship,” hymn singing played 
a very significant role. This time, praise team members 
from each church led the singing, including Czech hymns 
written by Hus. Especially at the “Evening Hymn Sing,” 
the program incorporated the theme of reformation 
inherited by Luther from Hus, and we were all blessed by 
it.

The “Fellowship” was a wonderful time for the believers 
who were scattered over Europe to come together and 
fellowship with one another. At the small group gatherings, 
there was so much to talk about and share that we wanted 
to continue, but we had to prepare to return to our homes 
following the final gathering at the concluding worship 
service. At this conference, participants carried back with 
them in their hearts Hus’ hope that the truth will be known 
to all people. (Tr. WJ)

         —Son Sin-il, pastor
             Praha Kobylisy (Kyodan-related) Church, 
         　Missionary, Korean Christian Church in Japan

suppressed, and within days following the disaster, the 
standard radiation threshold values and food safety values 
were raised to much higher levels. Thus, even for areas 
where radiation levels were clearly quite high, residents 
were not given significant compensation or help in moving 
to safer areas.

Likewise, even though there are numerous reports of 
radiation contamination and health issues relating to 
the stress of all of this, the media is discouraged from 
reporting about them, and the nuclear accident is treated as 
being a “past event.” Moreover, the Sendai Nuclear Power 
Plant in Kagoshima, Kyushu is being restarted again, and 
preparations for the restarting of other nuclear power plants 
is being pushed forward.

Japan is the only nation on earth to have experienced 
nuclear attack, and now together with Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, we must also never forget Fukushima. We must 
continue to bear the burden of pain together and to work 
for a society in which the lives and livelihoods of all 
people in Japan are protected.

Just as Jeremiah prophesied, God seeks of us to do what is 
just and right. We are required to do no wrong or violence 
to the foreigner and not to shed the blood of the innocent. 
We need to take these words seriously and to work towards 
the peace of God in our society. (Tr. TB)

(Cont'd from p. 6)

Conference participants at the worship service held in 
Bethlehem Cathedral in Prague

2015 October.indd   7 2015/10/19   14:12



No. 384, October 2015Kyodan Newsletter 8

           

On June 23 I attended the dedication of Nakamura Church's 
new church building in Tohoku District's Southern Miyagi 
Subdistrict. This was one of the 16 congregations in 
Tohoku District that received funding for the rebuilding of 
churches and parsonages damaged by the March 11, 2011 
earthquake and tsunami. As the last to be completed, it was 
the final dedication service for these rebuilt facilities. To 
get there, we took a train on the Joban Line through Sendai 
to Watari Station. At that point, due to damage to the line 
by the disaster, passengers must transfer to a bus that runs 
along National Highway #6 toward the town of Soma.

As we neared the town, we saw a sign stating, “This is the 
point that the waters of the tsunami reached on March 11, 
2011.” The highway was lined with large plastic containers 
used to store soil contaminated with radioactivity. These 
bags were colored green to blend in with the natural 
colors of the grass and trees. Numerous dump trucks, with 
signs saying “Reconstruction Project,” passed by on the 
highway, so it was rather disheartening to see how little 

has changed over the course of four years. Soma is a very 
old castle town, and while it is somewhat rundown, things 
seemed rather settled.

The townspeople told me about those who had perished 
on the day of the disaster. When Pastor Yoshida Kitaro 
established this congregation 129 years ago, his aim was 
to evangelize the coastline to the south of Sendai City. 
Through the faith and perseverance of these people, even 
in the midst of this disaster, the congregation has recovered 
remarkably. The day of the dedication service was dark 
and rainy, so the light shining out from the church was like 
a beacon of light to the town. Pastor Ikuno Yasuhiro and 
the congregation welcomed members of the community 
and representatives of Tohoku District to share in their joy 
at this ceremony. Although they still face the challenge of 
repaying loans, they know that with the help of the Lord 
they will continue to go forward. (Tr. AKO)

             　　　　　—Nagasaki Tetsuo, general secretary

Messege From the General Secretary: Nakamura Church's New Church Building

The New Sanctuary of Fukushima Church
The sanctuary of Fukushima Church was destroyed in the East 
Japan Disaster of 2011. On March 31, 2015, the dedication 
of its new sanctuary was attended by 143 guests from near 
and far. The ceremony began with the ringing of the “New 
Creation Bell” (II Cor. 5:17) from the bell tower. 

In his sermon, entitled “Children are here,” Nitada Kenji, the 
pastor of Fukushima Church said: “When I began my ministry 
at this church following the East Japan Disaster, there were no 
children’s voices to be heard, nor children’s faces to be seen, 
in the city of Fukushima.”

“We had no choice but to close our church school for a year. 
Even when we started the church school again the following 
year, our only student was the grandchild of one of our 
members. When I saw a gradual increase in the number of 
children in the city, I remembered the words of John 6: ‘There 
is a boy (child) here...’ When we demolished the sanctuary, 
one of our neighbors said he thought that was the end of our 
church, but God has given us this new sanctuary.”

Fukushima Church, founded in 1886, is now entering 129 
years of ministry. The sanctuary was built in 1909, the 
first church to be designed and built in Japan by William 
Merrell Vories, who at that time had been in Japan three 
years. In 2001, it was classified as a registered tangible 
cultural property by the Japanese government. The sanctuary 
was severely damaged by the earthquake, and the city and 
prefecture declared the property off-limits. Immediately 
following this declaration, the sanctuary was demolished.

The new sanctuary is a Japanese-style single-story wooden 
building of 251 square meters. In April 2013, two years after 
the destruction, the church conference authorized the building 
of the new sanctuary. Construction began in July 2014 and 
was completed in December, first being used that Christmas 
Eve.

The sanctuary designed by the Vories Architectural Firm 
brings natural light to the sanctuary from windows on the 
left and right, as well as from the ceiling, and the bell tower 
leaves a semblance of the old sanctuary. The total cost 
of construction was ¥126,730,000. This was covered by 
the support of 50 million yen from the Kyodan, 5 million 
yen from Tohoku District, and domestic and international 
contributions; 20 million yen was borrowed from the Kyodan 
to cover the remainder.

The “New Creation Bell,” which sounded the beginning of the 
ceremony, was cast in 1914 with contributions from churches 
in the U.S. and had become a symbol of the church. During 
World War II, it was part of a compulsory donation to the war 
effort, but it was not melted for use. Instead, it was sent to the 
U.S. as booty. Once it was recognized as a church bell, it was 
returned to Fukushima Church in November 1946. Although 
now operated by an electric motor in the new sanctuary, it is 
an important inheritance from the old sanctuary designed by 
Vories.

At the reception following the dedication, Kyodan Secretary 
Kumoshikari Toshimi said: “Following the earthquake I had 
an opportunity to attend one of Fukushima Church’s prayer 
meetings. I was moved when one of the women of the church 
prayed, ‘Enable us to build a house of prayer.’ God looked 
over you in the midst of your hardships and heard your 
prayers.”

Tohoku District Moderator Konishi Nozomi shared the 
feelings of the district. “Among the 86 churches in Tohoku 
District, 70 percent experienced some kind of damage, of 
which 19 were forced to rebuild or repair their facilities. It 
has been four years since the East Japan Disaster, with mixed 
feelings of ‘already’ four years and ‘only’ four years.” (Tr. JS)

 —Nagai Kiyohiro, Kyodan Shinpo editorial member
      From Kyodan Shinpo (The Kyodan Times), No. 4819･20
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