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As the 2016 Christmas season draws near, I would like 
to share with you some of the unprecedented events I 
experienced in our district during this year, and about the 
“light in the darkness” that I saw with my own eyes. 

On April 14, at 9:26 pm, the Kumamoto region was 
stuck by a tremendous earthquake, measuring 7.0 on the 
intensity scale and 6.5 in magnitude (richter scale). The 
violent quake came with no warning, and people spent that 
terrible night in fear and confusion. When the full extent 
of destruction was finally revealed in the first light of 
day, we naturally felt bewildered. But somewhere in our 
hearts we were already thinking about what must be done 
first, or what needed to be cleaned up first. In other words, 
everyone was thinking, “The earthquake is over.” “There 
might be some aftershocks, but they will gradually end.” 

We live in an earthquake-prone country, but no one 
anticipated that the sudden violent earthquake, which 
caused such devastation, might be followed by another, 
even greater, tremor. Yet this is exactly what happened 
28 hours after the first quake, at 1:25 am on April 16. 
The second earthquake measured 7.0 in intensity and 
7.3 in magnitude. Furniture and utensils that had just 
been painstakingly picked up and returned to their places 
exploded across rooms once more. Many homes that 
had thankfully withstood the first shock suffered heavy 
damage or collapse in the second.
 
This immediately made people aware that the situation was 
truly unpredictable. All of our trusted, experience-based 
earthquake rules were suddenly swept aside. Also swept 
aside were the fruits of our initial recovery efforts, which 
were achieved by rousing ourselves with great effort. 
“Every effort is useless.” Many people felt dispirited, 
losing their will to fight like a boxer matched against a far 
superior opponent. 

Churches, members, and pastors were all tossed about and 
impacted by this giant force, just like every other building 
and people. But the work that was done by pastors in the 
earthquake region in the first days after the two powerful 
tremors was truly remarkable. Even though they were 
themselves victims of the disaster, they set aside the needs 
of their own families to search out church members, offer 
them comfort and encouragement, and try to meet their 
needs. They also provided crucial life supplies to the many 
people who came to disaster shelters or opened their own 
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　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　by Umesaki Koji, moderator
                                       　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　  Kyushu District 

doors to welcome, serve, and comfort displaced neighbors. 
These efforts surpassed all bounds of expectation. 

One of these pastors was particularly worried about a 
church member, an elderly woman, who lived alone. He 
was able to confirm her safety after the first big tremor, 
but could not reach her after the second. He drove toward 
her place through streets still rippling from aftershocks 
and reached her high-rise building, only to find the 
elevators stopped. He raced up to her apartment on the 
10th floor, came back down with her on his back, then 
carried her to his house. This pastor was already in a state 
of psychological and physical exhaustion, but he could not 
help but run into a dangerous building to assist someone 
else. 

In another case two church members, a husband and wife, 
became trapped in a room that somehow had escaped 
collapse while the rest of the house crumbled. Their home 
was in the most heavily affected part of town, which was 
quite far from their church. Roads were badly damaged and 
people assumed their neighborhood could not be reached. 
But their pastor packed food and water onto a motorbike 
and, by weaving through debris and finding alternate 
routes, found his way to their home. After this, he returned 
to them many times to offer encouragement. The supplies 
he took them were the very same things that he needed at 
his house, where water service had stopped and food was 
in short supply. 

When I recall the many actions of these pastors, who “while 
suffering themselves, reached out to the suffering,” I feel 
strongly that these were all the works of “those who know 
the One who came.” It is precisely because they receive life 
from the One who could not abandon suffering people, and 
who came to be wounded and abandoned while ultimately 
bringing people to forgiveness, that they had no choice but 
to “while suffering themselves, reach out to the suffering.” 
The gift of Christmas was revealed through them, in all its 
pain and beauty. 

The destruction from the earthquakes is still very serious, 
and the impact will continue to be felt for a long time. There 
is no light visible yet at the end of the tunnel of sorrow 
and pain, so the darkness is still deep. But there are people 
who have been given life by the Light who came into the 
darkness. These people, like the pastors above, inherit the 
beautiful commission and continue the work. (Tr. DM)
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2016 Kyodan General Assembly 

Reelects Current Officers

The 40th Biennial Kyodan General Assembly was held at 
the Hotel Metropolitan in Ikebukuro, Tokyo, Oct. 25-27. 
Of the 400 delegates minus the 10 from the Okinawa 
District who failed to register for the assembly, 366 
delegates were registered as present at the beginning of 
the assembly. As this represented a quorum, the assembly 
began as scheduled. However, the absence of the Okinawa 
District delegates continued to be a sore point, as Okinawa 
District has elected to keep its distance from the Kyodan.

There were 32 mandatory items on the agenda along 
with 19 non-mandatory items. The first item was that of 
recognizing the deliberation schedule, and Moderator 
Ishibashi made several proposals on how to deal with a 
number of the agenda items. For instance, since Article 
12 of the constitution mandates that any proposed 
constitutional revisions be made public at least three 
months prior to the General Assembly, agenda item 42 
on the revision of Article 9 and related bylaws could 
not officially be brought forth—a situation for which he 
offered an apology. However, the proposer of the revision, 
Kyushu District Moderator Umesaki Koji, stated that since 
this was a provision that had been passed by the Kyushu 
District Annual Assembly, not dealing with it at all would 
leave matters dangling. The agreement after deliberation 
was to print the proposal in the church newspaper Kyodan 
Shinpo, and with that provision, the proposal was tabled.
 
Another issue was the call to establish a place for thorough 
discussion on the communion service within the Kyodan as 
well as to rescind the removal of Kitamura Jiro’s ministerial 
credentials. The Kyodan leadership, however, stated that 
this proposal could not be carried forward because the final 
decision had already been rendered in accordance with the 
rules of discipline. While voices of protest echoed through 
the hall, the decision to end discussion on this topic was 
passed. Likewise, the agenda item to restore the 1.2 million 
yen that had been cut from the Solidarity Fund for Mission 
in Okinawa was discussed together with the agenda items 
related to finances, but it was not adopted at this time. 

This effort to combine related agenda items at the 
beginning of the proceedings has only been done in the last 
few assemblies. As there are over 50 proposals to deal with 
in three days, such streamlining of the process is vital, and 
the result was evident in the pace and management of the 
discussion among various points of view. 

The election of the core leadership for the next two-year 
term was held, and all three members were reelected: 
Moderator Ishibashi Hideo for his fourth term, Vice-
moderator Sasaki Michio for his second term and Secretary 
Kumoshikari Toshimi for his fourth term. This was 
followed by the election of the other executive council 
members, with 10 of the 27 members (5 clergy and 5 
laypersons) being replaced. Thus, several members who 
have worked diligently for the restoration of the Kyodan to 
normalcy have now passed the baton to a new generation. 
They will be working with the core leadership to deal with 
the numerous issues that challenge the Kyodan as it faces 
an important crossroad—most importantly in the area of 
finances and the necessary restructuring that accompany 
this. 

One task not accomplished at this assembly was that of 
naming a replacement for General Secretary Nagasaki 
Tetsuo, who has resigned from his post. For the time being, 
General Affairs Secretary Dohke Norikazu will serve as 
acting general secretary, but hopefully a new person can be 
found to fill this important post soon. The new head of the 
Board of Publications, Shindo Atsushi, is a 30-year veteran 
of the Board of Publications’ staff, and this is the first 
time that a staff member has been elected to that position. 
He will carry out the important function of publication 
evangelism. 

It is not an exaggeration to say that the Kyodan has entered 
an era of changed emphasis, one that stresses cooperative 
evangelism. My prayer is that this 2016 Kyodan General 
Assembly Period will be one in which we step out in faith, 
believing in the promise of II Cor. 12:10, "For when we are 
weak (for Christ's sake), we are strong." (Tr. TB) 
   —Dohke Norikazu, executive secretary of general affairs
       Acting General Secretary

PCT and the Kyodan Convene 15th Joint  Consultation
The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan (PCT) and the Kyodan 
held a joint church consultation, Aug. 22-25, in Taiwan. This 
was the 15th such biennial consultation of the two churches 
and alternates between the two countries. This time it was 
held in the city of Guanziling in southern Taiwan. The theme 
was “Imitating Christ: Becoming Humble Servants of God” 
(Micah 6:8, I Cor. 11:1). 

There were 49 persons in attendance, including 22 from 
the Kyodan. The program consisted of an opening worship 
service, two morning prayer meetings, six plenary sessions, 
and a closing worship service, after which a joint declaration 
was released. Those attending included not only cabinet 

members, general secretaries, and program secretaries from 
both churches but also participants from the various districts, 
missionaries assigned to both countries, and in particular, 
young people who took responsibility and participated 
actively, thus giving me a great sense of hope. 

The themes for the plenary sessions were: “The Current 
State of the Church and its Task/Challenges,” “The Future 
of Young People in the Church,” “Reflections on Mission 
Activity/Humaniterian Aid,” “Mission among the Native 
Peoples,” “The Challenge of Participating in International 

(Cont'd on p. 3)

Lft.-Rt.: Secretary Kumoshikari Toshimi, Moderator Ishibashi 
Hideo,and Vice-moderator Sasaki Michio
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Students Recall Experiences During Youth Mission 2016 
From Aug. 13-20, a joint Kyodan and Presbyterian Church 
in Taiwan Youth Mission event was held under the co-
sponsorship of the Kyodan’s Commission on Ecumenical 
Ministries and Committee on Education. This year, youth 
from Taiwan came to Japan to explore the theme “Let’s share 
Jesus Christ together.” Along with Japanese youth, we visited 
the Tohoku Disaster Relief Center, Emmaus, and participated 
in the Tohoku District Junior/Senior High Camp in 
Inawashiro and the National Christian Youth Alliance retreat 
in Karuizawa. There were seven participants from Taiwan and 
seven from Japan. 

First we went to Sendai, where we visited the towns of 
Arahama and Yuriage and saw the current conditions of these 
disaster-stricken areas. Together we prayed for their rapid 
recovery. After visiting the Tohoku area, we went to the town 
of Inawashiro in Fukushima and participated in the Tohoku 
District Junior/Senior High Camp. During the camp, Kataoka 
Terumi, a member of Wakamatsu Sakaemachi Church and 
a representative from the Tohoku District Nuclear Disaster 
Relief Task Force, IZUMI, spoke to the group about the 
nuclear disaster, emphasizing how parents want to protect 
their children. Following the lecture, the Taiwanese youth 
shared the problems of nuclear power in Taiwan. We then 
visited Kirisitan (hidden Christian) remains in the area and 
learned about the history of Christianity in Japan 400 years 
ago. 

On Aug. 17, a typhoon blasted through, but we were able to 
arrive in Karuizawa to participate in the National Christian 
Youth Alliance retreat. On the second day of the retreat, 
Kyodan missionary Nag Woon-Hae spoke of his work in 
Korea. Then at the evening worship, Chang Ya-Chun, one of 
the Taiwanese participants, shared her faith and told us how 
Jesus had brought change in her life through the witness of a 
missionary from the U.S. 
On Aug. 19, the last day of the Youth Mission event we 
returned to Tokyo and met General Secretary Nagasaki 
Tetsuo. He told us of how his own experience as a young 
person at a retreat had led to his call to ministry and how he 
has continued to serve Jesus. Both Japanese and Taiwanese 
youth were encouraged by his witness. Together in Christ, we 
were able to create wonderful memories and, surmounting our 
history, make good friends through this joint mission program.
            
                           —Sho Khi-Kho, second-year student, 
                               Taiwan Theological College and Seminary

                                *          *          *
I was richly blessed by God through this Youth Mission 
event. It was a time of rich fellowship that went beyond the 
boundaries of denomination and nationality. I was able to 
learn much from the messages of pastors and participants, and 
each part of the program helped me encounter God. 

Because this camp was the first time for me to visit the East 
Japan Disaster area, the lecture at Inawashiro on nuclear 
energy was very impressive. I was overwhelmed by fear as I 
heard information that I had not known and was confronted 
with the fact that I had made no effort to get that information. 
News regarding nuclear energy has gradually declined and, 
while living in Tokyo, my own awareness had practically 
disappeared. Along with a renewed sense of the danger 
of nuclear energy, I became keenly aware of the danger 
of forgetting what we know about it. As we confront this 
issue, we need to consider what God is trying to tell us and 
continue to pray about it. It has been a pleasure to meet other 
members through this experience, and I thank God for the 
deep fellowship we have had with one another. Through our 
devotionals and free time together, we were able to think and 
share about the church and God. We talked about our studies 
and our families, about our world and politics. There were 
no boundaries as we shared and prayed together. Even if our 
churches and countries differ, I strongly feel that we are all 
members of God’s family, even though we are now separated. 

As the last part of our program, each group shared an action 
plan for what they would do as Christian youth following 
our return home. We were to do this in the context of our 
individual faith, church, and setting. Rather than simply 
keeping what I have learned at this camp to myself, I have a 
renewed desire to share the joy I feel in God with those who 
surround me. I am convinced that God continues to work 
wherever we are and will use each of us as his instruments. 
Finally, along with thanksgiving for God’s blessings 
throughout this experience, I want to express my thanks to all 
who were a part of the planning, preparation, and support of 
this Youth Mission event. (Tr. JS) 

   —Uchida Ayumu, Omiyamae Church 
       Second-year student, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies 
                                From Kyodan Shinpo (The Kyodan Times), No. 4848

Organizations,” and “Reflections and Prospects of the PCT 
and Kyodan Mission Agreement.” 

There were presentations from both churches, followed by 
discussion. Based on the joint trust that has been built over the 
years, there were frank discussions on how we can cooperate 
and deal with the real problems confronting us. I felt that the 
discussions presented a challenge for the Kyodan to sincerely 
confront these problems. The fact that the deliberation in 
preparation for the joint declaration extended far beyond the 
scheduled one hour to almost three hours is an indication of 
that challenge. It is a reminder of the difficulty as well as 

the blessing of a united church in mission together with a 
denominational church. 

The location of this consultation was a hot spring area 
developed by Japanese during the colonization of Taiwan. On 
a field trip, we visited Hatta Yoichi Dam, also built during the 
colonization, has been a great benefit to agriculture/farming in 
southern Taiwan. Remembering and understanding the history 
of the Japanese colonization of Taiwan, I feel that we must 
return to the theme of our consultation as the Kyodan and 
PCT continue our mission journey together. (Tr. JS)  
                        —Murayama Moriyoshi, member 
                            Commission on Ecumenical Ministries
                              From Kyodan Shinpo (The Kyodan Times), No. 4848                  

(Cont'd from p. 2)

Visiting Emmaus Sendai. Sho Khi-Kho (front row, 3rd from the left);
Uchida Ayumi (2nd row, 4th from the right)
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A Half-Century of Working With Nihongo

 (Japanese Language) 

                                                                                                  by Timothy D. Boyle, retired missionary
                                                                                                                   Penney Farms, Florida         
As a newly retired missionary and ongoing translator and 
copyeditor for the Kyodan Newsletter, I have been asked 
to reflect back on my years in Japan. I first began studying 
Japanese as a junior in college as part of a program at the 
East-West Center in Hawaii in 1967. Becoming a missionary 
and spending most of my adult life in Japan was not yet 
on the radar screen, but that is where God was leading 
me behind the scenes. I was sent as a "J-3" (3-year-term 
missionary to Japan) in 1971 to Sapporo in Hokkaido, and 
it was there that I sensed a call to the ministry. I returned to 
the US with my new wife, Yuko (Juji), in 1974 (Yuko is her 
given name, but she has gone by the nickname of Juji since 
her youth. Her maiden name was Kurosu, which sounds 
like the English word “cross,” which in Japanese is “juji.”), 
and then we returned as regular missionaries in 1982 first 
to Hokkaido, then to Tsukuba Science City, where we spent 
the bulk of our ministry, and finally to Kansai area, where 
I served two years at the Buraku Liberation Center and 6.5 
years at Kwansei Gakuin University. 

There are many highlights I could share (along with a few 
"lowlights" I would rather not), but since this has to be 
short, I will just briefly introduce two. Just about the time 
we went to Tsukuba in 1986, Juji began having trouble with 
her muscles and was diagnosed with a rare neuromuscular 
condition called Isaacs' Syndrome. (Well, actually, that 
would qualify as a "lowlight"!) This has resulted in regular 
stays in the hospital for treatment ever since, which has 
opened up numerous opportunities for her to minister to 
fellow patients. One was a young lady by the name of Yuki, 
who had a malignant brain tumor. Juji became good friends 
with her and her parents. Yuki loved Christmas lights, and 
Juji was able to get special permission for Yuki to be brought 
by ambulance to the church on Christmas Eve, first to see 
the lights and then for the choir to sing for her prior to the 
candlelight service. Before she died about five weeks later, 
she indicated that she would like to become a Christian. We 
were able to bend the rules Tsukuba University Hospital had 
about religious activities in the hospital, and so I was able to 
baptize her right there in her hospital bed. Her parents were 
so moved by the experience that they too wanted to receive 
baptism and follow Christ. 

As Yuki's father was a high-ranking prefectural government 
employee, there were many who came to Yuki's memorial 
service, where I gave the message. It was held in a big 
funeral hall, which would normally have a Buddhist 
ceremony. But this was to be a Christian ceremony, and so 
the stage was set up with a large, floral cross. My goal in 
the message was to get the over 500 people in attendance to 
think about what "filial piety" towards their true "parent" is. 
Oyakoko is an integral part of Japanese culture, where duty 
towards one's parents is emphasized. The English translation, 
"filial piety," is not a phrase Westerners normally use, but it 
really flows right out of the fourth commandment: "Honor 
your father and mother." 

Yuki had been a daughter who demonstrated such "filial 

piety" towards her parents, and so I wanted to emphasize 
that while showing such respect and devotion to one's earthly 
parents is very good, there is one thing that in the end is 
even more important—that of showing oyakoko to our true 
oya (parent), namely the God who created each of us in his 
own image. Funerals, along with weddings, are perhaps 
the points of contact with the general population who have 
no background of Christianity where we have the greatest 
opportunity to plant seeds that the Holy Spirit can use to 
draw people to Christ. I have no way of knowing whether 
God has used that particular event to play a role in drawing 
some of those people there to Christ, but I think it likely that 
he has or will, as I am aware of many anecdotal accounts of 
Japanese coming to faith through seeds planted by sensitive 
messages at Christian funerals. 

Along this same line, I have always endeavored to find 
linguistic and cultural points of contact that can serve as 
vehicles for communicating the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
Japanese in as natural a way as possible. The other highlight 
I want to mention is the book I put out first in Japanese 
and later in English on how the makeup of so many of 
the Chinese characters that Japanese use in their language 
perfectly illustrates biblical truths. The publisher of the 
original 1994 Japanese version came up with the title that 
translates in English as Bible Stories Hidden In Chinese 
Characters, and 5,000 copies were printed in two editions. 
This is quite a large number for Japanese Christian books, 
but it is now out of print. I self-published the original 
English version several year later, and just last year put out 
an updated version under a new title, The Gospel Hidden In 
Chinese Characters. It includes the Chinese readings as well 
as the Japanese so as to have a broader appeal. I hope some 
day to be able to rewrite the Japanese version and make it 
available again. 

As I close this brief article, I want to say that while I feel 
I have been able to make important contributions to the 
mission of Christ's church in Japan, I can add my voice to 
that of many other missionaries I have heard who all testify 
that we have received so much more than we have been 
able to give during our years of working with the Japanese 
people. That no doubt will continue to be true in the future, 
as we plan to return to Japan every summer to spend time at 
our cabin at Lake Nojiri in Nagano. 
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Karuizawa Church: Its Unique Community and Ministry

The city of Karuizawa is a famous summer resort in Nagano 
Prefecture where people go to escape the heat. Nowadays, 
Karuizawa is invaded by shoppers looking for outlet shopping 
malls and by tourists from overseas. No one can deny that the 
center of the bustle is Karuizawa Ginza, a street lined with 
many famous stores. Karuizawa Church is located on that 
street. Many famous tourist attractions, such as Karuizawa 
Tennis Club and St. Paul’s Catholic Church, are concentrated 
in one small area. Karuizawa Church itself is set back away 
from the street, so perhaps that is why the building is wrapped 
in a quiet tranquility—quite the opposite of the hustle and 
bustle of the street in front of the building. In June 2016, 
the Reverend Matsumura Saori began serving as the interim 
pastor of the church.

Well over a century ago, the church was started by Daniel 
Norman, a missionary sent by the Methodist Church of 
Canada, later the United Church of Canada. The church 
building was finished in 1905, and the kindergarten was 
founded in 1916. Architect William M. Vories, who also 
founded The Omi Brotherhood, Ltd., designed the buildings.

Alexander Croft Shaw of the United Kingdom’s Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts is believed 
to have laid the foundation for Karuizawa’s development as 
a summer resort, but it was Daniel Norman together with 
William Vories who built on Shaw’s work to develop the 
church. The front of the sign at the entrance to the church 
says, “Kyodan Karuizawa Church.” However, the back of 
the sign says, “Karuizawa Union Church of Christ.” Just like 
the Union Church that is next door to Karuizawa Church, 
the name “Karuizawa Union Church of Christ” speaks of 
the fact that since the time the church was established, it 
has been an interdenominational church and has opened its 
doors to missionaries and Christians from several different 
denominational backgrounds.

This interdenominational tradition has continued until the 
present time. When summertime comes, there are people who 
cross denominational lines to attend worship, such as Hoshino 
Tomihiro, who sojourned for a long time in order to compile 
collections of art and poetry. Some members say things like, 
“Because our child is sick, we really like the abundance of 
natural beauty in Karuizawa, so we bought a villa and have 
started living here,” or “I was baptized when I was a student, 
but I have had to relocate so many times because of my 
husband’s work, so I have been away from church for such 
a long time. My husband likes the mountains of Nagano, 
so we chose Karuizawa as our retirement home.” There are 
also many people who say that they transferred from another 
church because they were drawn to the environment of 
Karuizawa.

Among the people here, there are some like Masaki Ryuji. 
He left his job in Tokyo and became the leader of Karuizawa 
Symphonic Chorus, which performs joint concerts with 
another chorus group from Ishinomaki, a city that was 
devastated by the East Japan Disaster. Of course, there are 
also those who have lived in Karuizawa all their lives. “A 
long time ago, many middle school and high school students 
were coming. I have been involved in Karuizawa Church 
since I was a student,” recalls Ichimura Naoko, who served as 
the director of Karuizawa Kindergarten until seven years ago.

The Reverend Furuya Hironori, who at the time of the 
interview was the pastor of Karuizawa Church, commented, 
“Many people visit our church, some for a short time and 

others for a long time. Our church is located in a summer 
resort, so I think it should be a place of spiritual rest for 
pastors and members of other churches.” 

Karuizawa Kindergarten has cooperated for many years with 
nearby Kutsukake Gakuso in order to take on the important 
mission of child education. It has been almost 100 years since 
Karuizawa Kindergarten first opened. Kutsukake Gakuso is 
a group home for children from ages 2 to 18 who, for one 
reason or another, are not able to live with their families. 
The children can live with the staff members. The home 
was founded during World War II and has been cooperating 
with Karuizawa Church ever since the end of the war. The 
management of Kutsukake Gakuso is carried out by Kobokan, 
which has the official status of social welfare corporation. 
Kobokan was founded in 1919, and its purpose is to put into 
practice social welfare based on the teachings of Christianity. 
The headquarters are in Sumida Ward, located in Tokyo.

“These days there are more and more parents and children 
who have difficulty forming relationships because of 
psychological problems. There are more children who cannot 
live in their own homes due to a variety of circumstances. This 
is a home for such children. I hope that it can be a place of 
healing for family relationships,” says Nohara Kenji, director 
of Kutsukake Gakuso, about its mission. “There are more 
and more cases that cannot be handled at child consultation 
centers. We work together with the church like the wheels of a 
car work together,” says Uno Aogu, a staff member.

A childcare professional takes the children to church every 
Sunday. This activity is part of the Christian nurturing 
program that is in line with the ideals of Kobokan. The staff 
members also testify of having been supported by the church. 
Ando Miwako, who formerly worked at Kutsukake Gakuso, 
says, “A long time ago, the Reverend Takamori Shigemitsu 
used to come from the church to Kutsukake to lead a Bible 
study on Wednesday evenings. Listening to him was like 
rowing a boat while exhausted. But that experience led to my 
baptism.”

Because Karuizawa is a summer resort, there is a big 
difference between the number of worship service attendees in 
the summer and the number of attendees in the winter. At the 
same time, as mentioned earlier, the size of the church is also 
affected as people move into the area and transfer membership 
to Karuizawa Church from other churches. Such unique 
circumstances mean that this church faces unique challenges. 
Through education, Karuizawa church is involved in mission 
work that is targeted to match this unique local community. (Tr. 
KT)

—From Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend), April 2016 issue
       (Summarized by KNL Editor Kawakami Yoshiko)

Missonary Daniel Norman and the Karuizawa Church sanctuary
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”Kids’ Diner” Becoming a Nationwide Movement

Recently, the relative poverty rate for children in 
Japan is rising, and of the 34 members of OECD 
(The Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development) Japan ranks 10th, which is higher 
than the OECD average. The relative rate of poverty 
among children being raised in single-parent homes 
is the highest among all members (according to the 
data for 2014). Poverty and parents working outside 
the home causes poor nutrition, which has led to the 
establishment of the “Kids’ Diner” movement that is 
starting to spread throughout Japan. We share below 
parts of an article about this movement that was 
introduced in the Kyodan periodical Shinto no Tomo 
(Believers’ Friend). (KNL Editorial Section)

In May 2016, a voluntary group of Yokohama Konandai 
Church in Kanagawa Prefecture started the Santa (Claus) 
Kids’ Diner at the suggestion of one if its members, 
Yoshida Noboru. He found supporters among the church 
members and, to make it more accessible, rented a space 
separate from the church. Yoshida was able to acquire the 
use of a multipurpose room with kitchen facilities free of 
charge from the Konandai Care Plaza of Konandai Ward, 
a place where he had already been involved in volunteer 
activities. 

When the church engages in such an activity, it must be 
approved at a congregational meeting, but in order to get 
things started as soon as possible, it was decided to create 
a separate organization called the “Santa Kids’ Diner” 
and a steering committee from the church was established 
with the authority to carry out this project. The members 
included the minister, Yoshida, and five other members and 
associates of the church. When seeking support from the 
larger community, a worker at the ward office suggested 
that Konandai Ward was generally a well-off area and that 
he was unaware of any children in need, but the leader of 
the local neighborhood association offered support and 
declared that as long as there are single-parent homes, 
there is the likelihood of such children being in the area. 
In the end, this project received the support of both the 
neighborhood association and the Social Welfare Council. 

The Konandai Care Plaza also sponsored the project 
and serves as the place to contact for information, helps 
distribute fliers at local elementary and junior high schools, 
as well as putting the fliers on municipal bulletin boards, 
including them in neighborhood bulletins, and even placing 
them in supermarkets. Yoshida and the others notified 
the Ward’s Sanitation Division of who the food hygiene 
supervisor would be and asked staff to sample every meal. 
Church member Nakamura Tomoko, who is an experienced 
cook, serves as the supervisor, creator of the menu, and 
kitchen leader. 

All together there are six volunteers, including four from 
the church, the oldest of whom was Nakamura Takako 
who is 90 years old. In the beginning they decided to open 
the kitchen only once a month. The cost for each time, 
not including the cost for seasonings, was ¥5,000 for 30 
meals, with 10 to 20 percent of the ingredients donated by 
church members. There is a small income from the fee and 

offerings from the church, but the overall cost has been in 
the red. Other than dishes, everything had to be provided, 
and Pastor Nakazawa Yuzuru has kept it all in the manse. 
And it was a given that there should be no indication of 
religion in a public place. 

At the opening, which took place on May 6, 2016, enough 
food for 30 people was prepared; 14 children came, 
but food was provided for guardians and newspaper 
reporters as well. Three elementary school students came 
together after seeing the poster in a supermarket. Another 
elementary school student came alone. Kato Yuko, who 
was at the reception desk, learned anew the fact that some 
children eat their evening meal alone and shared how she 
was happy to receive such children at the cafe. From June, 
meal tickets were divided into those for infants, children, 
and adults, and more food was added. Yoshida told all the 
adults that “it was important to watch the children and 
see who was not eating and report it to the appropriate 
organization.” After 5 pm, previous users, parents with 
children, and groups of elementary school students kept on 
coming. The 30 meals that had been prepared were all gone 
by 6:30 pm. But no one left right after eating. Children 
meeting for the first time made friends, and parents also 
connected and conversed with one another. 

Many people think of Kids’ Diner as a way to fight 
poverty, but the volunteers working here see another 
function as well. “There is an economic side and a mental 
side to poverty. Mothers also need a place like this to 
communicate, to help each other heal, and to encourage 
one another. If parents can smile, it will have a positive 
influence on the children as well.” Of course, how to help 
children without access to adequate food to connect with 
the program is also a concern that must be addressed. 

From July, the Kids’ Diner has started receiving financial 
support from the ward, and the steering committee is 
working towards establishing an NPO, hoping that the 
diner might also become a place where children can play 
or study free of charge. For that reason they are seeking 
greater understanding of their work at the kitchen and 
praying together as they proceed towards their goal. (Tr. RW) 

    —From Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend) September 2016 issue 
                 Summarized by KNL Editor Kawakami Yoshiko

Yoshida Noboru with some children who came to Kids' Dinner 
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Union Japanese Church of Westchester: 
Its Ministry and Challenges

                                                                                   by Nishikawa Akimitsu, pastor 
                                                                                 Union Japanese Church of Westchester, New York City 

Union Japanese Church of Westchester began a worship 
service in the Japanese language in September 1989. While 
receiving support from the Reformed Church in America 
(RCA) and the United Methodist Church (UMC), it was 
given a place to hold services at Hitchcock Presbyterian 
Church, where it has continued to do church work as an 
interdenominational church. 

New York State is in the middle of the Atlantic coastline 
and ranks third in population among the states and 27th in 
area. In the United States, New York City is located in the 
southeast end of the state and is the city with the largest 
population (approximately 8 million people). Our church 
is located in the outlying suburbs about 40 to 50 minutes 
by car north of Manhattan, the center of New York City. 
Scarsdale, in Westchester County, is a town with abundant 
natural beauty and affluent families. 

In general, it can probably be said that missionary work 
among expatriates in New York is tied to and inseparable 
from world economics. During the period of economic 
growth in Japan, many enterprises in New York expanded, 
and the number of Japanese resident workers increased, 
resulting in vigorous activity by Japanese-language 
churches. At present, the number of resident Japanese 
people is slowly decreasing and being replaced by many 
Chinese and Hispanic people. 

The number of Union Japanese Church members has also 
slowly decreased for several years now, and without the 
aid of its support group in Japan, the continuing existence 
of the church is precarious. In the midst of all this, having 
gone through several months of waiting for approval of a 
missionary visa, I arrived at my post in December 2014 as 
the Reverend Asada Yoko’s successor. 

Due to visa concerns, ministerial changes do not go 
smoothly in churches outside Japan, and they often 
experience periods of being without a pastor, as our 
church did for a year and had to start again. Thus, many 
of the meetings other than the worship service had been 
suspended. Soon after arriving at my post, I reopened 
the house meeting in the Trumbull area in Connecticut. 
Nearly all the participants at the Trumbull meeting are non-
Christians, but because it is a very homey gathering, the 
numbers are slowly beginning to increase. 

Following the reestablishment of the house meeting, I 
also reopened the Bible study. However, church members 
are few in number, and nearly all are working. So we 
hold Bible study after the “Living in America” class at 
Hitchcock Presbyterian Church on Thursday mornings, 
and I have begun an introductory Bible class aimed at the 
Japanese persons who attend. Fortunately, the time for it 
immediately follows the “Living In America” class. So a 
few persons have started to attend, and we are continuing 
to have good fellowship. 

Including these kinds of meetings, there are three Japanese-
language churches serving in Westchester District: Union 
Japanese Church of Westchester, New York Japanese 
Church, and Metropolitan Japanese Ministry. Since they 
are all small, we wondered if there was not something 
the three churches could do cooperatively, so they started 
holding an interdenominational exchange worship service. 
(At present, Japanese-American United Church members, 
Japanese Christian Church of Greenwich members, and 
Japanese Christians from the Queens area are attending). 

Japanese-language churches on the outskirts of New York 
State, with the exception of Manhattan Japanese American 
Church, are struggling with membership and financial 
hardships. The reason is that the majority of participating 
families reside in New York for a short period and then 
return to Japan. Likewise, those permanent residents who 
have ties to the church (and house meetings) are also 
beginning to attend English worship services. 

At the same time, many of the U.S. denominations are 
proposing to cut their support because there is little result 
from evangelism among Japanese people. That alone would 
cause a crisis among the Japanese-language meetings that 
are also struggling to continue while facing membership 
and financial issues. 

However, looking back at history and realizing that many 
of the Christians of the Meiji Era who came in contact 
with Christianity while studying abroad in the U.S., did 
wonderful work following their return to Japan, I feel that 
the evangelistic work mainly done here should definitely 
not be stopped, even if it does not substantially connect 
with church development. I request you, by all means, to 
please remember to pray for our church and for each of the 
Japanese-language churches outside Japan and to join with 
us in supporting them. (Tr. RT) Participants at the house meeting in Trumbull, Connecticut

Attendees at the Easter worship service
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At the 40th Kyodan General Assembly, a total of 14 guests 
from both overseas and within Japan were officially 
introduced to the assembly at 5 pm on Oct. 25. Due to 
time limitation, those giving greetings were restricted to 
the chairpersons from overseas churches and Nishihara 
Renta, a member of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC). All the salutations were 
translated and printed beforehand, so the speakers made 
their presentations without oral translation. The persons 
who gave addresses were:

     Rev. Dr. Lee Sung-Hee, general chairman of the
        Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK), 
     Rev. Kwon Oh-Ryun, chairman of the Presbyterian
        Church in the Republic of Korea (PROK), 
     Mr. Sudu Tada, chairman of the Presbyterian Church in 
        Taiwan (PCT), and  
     Nishihara Renta, a member of the WCC Central
        Committee. 

The other guests introduced to the assembly were as 
follows: 

     Rev. Lyim Hong-Tiong, PCT general secretary, 
     Rev. Ng, Tiat-Gan, PCT executive secretary, 
     Kim Byung-Ho, missionary of the PCK, 
     Mrs. Kim Mi-Ja of the PROK, 
     Rev. Lim Choon-Shik, the Presbyterian Church USA’s 
       regional liaison for the Far East, 
     Rev. Chang Kokai Hikari of the United Methodist
       Church, 
     Missionary Kawano Shinji of the United Church of 
      Canada, 
     Rev. Ferdinand Kenning of the Evangelischen Kirche in 
       Deutschland, 
     Rev. Kim Sung-Jae, general chairman of the Korean
       Christian Church in Japan (KCCJ), and 
     Kobashi Koichi, chairman of the National Christian
       Council in Japan (NCCJ). 

After these introductions, Matsumoto Akihiro, the 
missionary sent by the Kyodan to the Singapore Japanese 
Christian Fellowship, gave his report. While overseas, 
especially in Southeast Asia, many Japanese people 
encounter Jesus Christ through such Japanese Christian 
fellowships. His report focused on how such new 
Christians who are baptized overseas can fit into churches 
in Japan once they return. It was the first time such a 
report by a missionary sent overseas by the Kyodan has 
been made at the assembly, and we hope to continue this 
practice from now on. 

From 9:30 am Oct. 26, Akiyama Toru, chair of the 
Commission on Ecumenical Ministries, led a time of 
fellowship with the guests from overseas, then the guests 

were taken on a study tour to Yokohama. The main places 
we visited were Yokohama Kaigan Church of the Church of 
Christ in Japan (a separate denomination from the Kyodan) 
and the Yokohama Archives of History. Yokohama Kaigan 
Church was established in 1872 as the first Protestant 
church in Japan, and it is still an active church with about 
200 congregants in Sunday worship. We listened to Pastor 
Ueyama Shuhei with great interest as he told the story of 
how eleven young men became the first Christians at a 
time when Christianity was still prohibited in Japan. (Tr. KY) 
                                   

—Kato Makoto, executive secretary

14 Guests, including Missionaries, 
Attend the 2016 General Assembly

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
to all KNL Readers
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Guests presenting greetings to assembly delegates
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