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Toward a Relationship Between 
“Listening and Being Listened To”

Miyako Church in Iwate Prefecture was founded in 1909, 
but 82 years after its construction, the sanctuary was 
flooded to a depth of two meters by the tsunami resulting 
from the 2011 earthquake. The new sanctuary was built 
in October 2015, and the attached kindergarten, called 
“Hikari Yochien,” which previously had been located some 
distance from the church, was also reopened in December 
2015 on the neighboring lot. This small church of ten 
members has an average worship attendance of about 15 
persons. Kitamura Yoshikatsu is a church member who is 
working with children and their parents who are having 
difficulties.

                                     by Kitamura Yoshikatsu, member
                                          Miyako Church, Ou District

I have worked for seven years as a member of the 
counseling support team at the Miyako City Board of 
Education’s Child Development Support Center in Iwate 
Prefecture. At the time of the earthquake, I was just getting 
ready to move on to my next destination after finishing 
counseling at a school near the seacoast. I had stopped by 
my house to check on it when I saw kindergarten children 
hurrying down the road in front of me. The tsunami soon 
followed, stopping just at my garden, but most of my 
hometown below me was destroyed. I went to help out 
at the evacuation center in the elementary school. There 
was quite a contrast between the adults, who were very 
preoccupied with the emergencies of the day, and the 
children, who seemed so surprisingly lively. I gradually 
began to understand, however, that during such times of 
emergency, children adapt themselves to that environment 
in ways like this. It has been four-and-a-half years since 
then, and I have learned from the counseling sessions how 
these children have lived during this time.

A mother living together with her son Ken (a third-
year junior high school student) complained to me, “By 
afternoon, Ken becomes quite agitated at school and has to 
leave school early. As he can't settle down, I end up having 
to leave my job early as well. But when he sees me, he 
gets even more hyper. I'm the only one, however, who can 
quiet him down, and so I'm now at the breaking point both 
mentally and physically.”

She eventually came to the realization that such behavior 
was related to the earthquake disaster and began to talk 
about that day. “I was not able to leave my workplace, 
and my son's aunt was the one who came to pick him up 
at school. She carried him on her back as they slugged 
through the ooze to the nearby evacuation center. He spent 
the night there, and it was the next day before we could 
meet.” She then added, “He recently said as he clung to 
me, ‘I feel strange when I see the sea, and by evening I 
want to blow off steam.’” It was the first time she had 
told this story to another person. As we discussed this, we 
came to see that Ken was maturing both physically and 
mentally, and as he felt more settled in his environment, 

he was finally beginning to be able to express in words 
that frightening experience. It appears that he is gradually 
settling down and is able to feel comfortable in school 
again.

Another example is a mother who came to consult with me 
about her daughter, who was in the sixth grade. She said, 
“Yuki has recently been getting some of her energy back, 
but she has been absent from school now for three months.”
As she spoke of her family, she said, “In the area where our 
family home is, the tsunami destroyed houses all the way 
up to our next-door neighbor's house. My own mother was 
deeply hurt by some of the neighborhood people who had 
lost their homes, and she suddenly died a couple months 
later of overwork. A year later, my father also died from 
an illness he already had prior to the disaster. During this 
period, I, as the only child, had to take care of my parents 
and my father-in-law while running around this town of 
rubble for my job and household errands. I don't really 
have clear memories, but I do recall hearing that Yuki had 
to go in to see the school nurse several times.” The mother 
also said that when she was young, before having her 
own family, she had had a stress-related illness and that 
her mother had said, “I can cure you by myself, without 
depending on doctors and medicine.”

“I lived a life practically smothered by my mother but did 
get better. As I look back,” she said, “there are many things 
that connect my daughter’s present situation to the situation 
following the disaster. After she stopped going to school, I 
thought that the best way to help her was to relate to her as 
my mother had related to me. But I sometimes feel unsure 
about that, so I suppose the reason I came to see you was 
to confirm whether that is the best way or not.” I patiently 
listened as she related the series of deaths that followed 
in the wake of the disaster and the various problems that 
came one after the other. I could see how these two were 
trying their best to protect themselves from the onslaught 
of those consecutive shocks.

The body and mind of a child changes rapidly. If adults fall 
into difficulties caused by something like an earthquake, 
children have a sense of impending crisis, because children 
seek security from adults and depend on them to provide it. 
When children can no longer endure a sense of impending 
crisis and begin to express this in various ways, they finally 
get the attention of the adults in their lives. I sensed that as 
Ken's mother expressed her realization that his problems 
stemmed from the earthquake and tsunami disaster, a 
light came on in their relationship and a sense of security 
was reborn. Likewise, I also felt from Yuki's mother that 
something like a warm spring breeze was blowing into the 
winter they had endured. To their children, sensing a “light” 
and a “warm spring breeze” from the important adults in 
their lives is life itself.

We humans support each other as we listen to and are 
listened to in our interpersonal relationships with each 

(Cont'd on p. 2)
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“Minorities and Mission” Theme of KCCJ
 International Conference

The International Conference on Minorities and Mission 
sponsored by the Korean Church of Christ in Japan was 
held Nov. 18-21, 2015, at the Korean YMCA in Japan, 
located in Tokyo. The 133 participants included Kyodan 
Moderator Ishibashi Hideo and about 30 other members 
from the Kyodan.

The main theme of the conference was the discrimination 
experienced by Korean residents in Japan and other 
minorities who are in socially weak positions and who 
suffer from discrimination and anti-foreign sentiment—
expressed especially in hate speech, in which epithets 
hurled at them, such as “Die!” and “Kill them,” are left 
unchallenged.

In his Bible study, General Chairman Kim Song-Jae 
showed that the “aliens” within Israel’s community and 
Abraham, Moses, and Israel (Jacob), who considered 
themselves aliens, were to become a source of blessing 
by transforming societal animosity into a warm reception. 
Lawyer Niwa Masao explained in his keynote speech 
that the effort to rewrite history through covering up 
responsibility for colonial occupation and World War II is 
the primary cause of hate speech.

On the second day, participants were separated into six 
groups to hear and discuss evidence presented on the 
following topics: 
  (1) Migrant Women and their Children: Experiences of
       Discrimination,
  (2) Historical Revisionism (Aggression against Ainu
        People),
  (3) Constitutional Reform and Article 9 (from the
        Perspective of the Ryukyu Islands and Okinawa),
  (4) The Danger of Exclusionist Nationalism,
  (5) The Trauma and Shock of the Minorities (as the Target 
       of Discrimination and Hatred), and
  (6) Can the Church become a “Community of Healing?”

On the third day, as concrete examples of churches 
standing up against discrimination, we heard and discussed 
various testimonies, such as

  (1) The efforts of the World Council of Churches to 
        combat racial and other forms of discrimination, 
  (2) Future prospects from a German perspective, 
  (3) The efforts of American churches in dealing with 
       racial discrimination, and 
  (4) The dream of a just, democratic and symbiotic society
        in South Africa.

Keeping in mind the words of Matt. 25:40, “Truly I tell 
you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me,” we passed 12 actions 
at the general assembly on the last day. Included was the 
release of a statement declaring that God works through 
aliens (foreigners and immigrants) to replace animosity 
with reconciliation, in accordance with the recommendation 
of the United Nations to build a road toward peace and 
working towards legislation to make hate speech a crime 
in our country as quickly as possible. With the signatures 
of our chairperson and other participants, every year we 
will insist that with “a signature for establishment of the 
Foreign Residents Basic Law,” we will strive even harder 
to make our intentions known. (Tr. WJ)

     From Kyodan Shinpo (The Kyodan Times), No. 4832･33
  —Kobashi Koichi, chair of the 
      Committee on Kyodan-KCCJ Cooperative Ministries
      Member, National Council of Churches 
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other. This is true not only in times of disaster, but in 
ordinary life as well. In this age of consumer goods and 
overflowing information, is it not still true that the way 
opens only through direct relationships? 

On that day, Miyako Church was covered with mud. 
During these four-and-a-half years, our precious God has 
been listening to the cries and groans of our church and 
has led us in the decision to rebuild the church and the 
kindergarten Preschool and Kindergarten in a new location 
and next to each other. It is my prayer that the church and 
kindergarten will be more united in purpose and will be 
like a beacon of light and a warm spring breeze to the 
people who come into contact with us.(Tr. KY)

From Shinto no Tomo (Beleiver’s Friend), December 2015 issue
(Summarized by KNL Editor Kawakami Yoshiko)

(Cont'd from p.1)

Conference participants at the Korean YMCA in Tokyo
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KCCJ’s International Youth Forum Convened in Tokyo

The Korean Christian Church in Japan (KCCJ) held its 
third international youth forum on “Minority Issues and 
Evangelism” at the Korean YMCA in Tokyo from Nov. 
15 to 17, 2015. This event is held once every 20 years. In 
a situation where there seems to be no prospect of solving 
such problems as terrorism and the migration of refugees, 
or the issue of hate-speech here in Japan, young people 
from around the world came together in the name of Christ 
to consider these issues jointly and find new ways of 
thinking about solutions. There were participants from 52 
denominations and organizations in Korea, the Philippines, 
Canada, and Germany, as well as from within Japan, 
including the KCCJ, the Kyodan, the Anglican Church, the 
Japan Baptist Convention, the Japan Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Waseda Hoshien, YMCA, the Wesley Foundation 
in Japan, and the Student Christian Fellowship (SCF).

On the first evening, the young people exchanged greetings 
in halting English and offered opening prayers of joy 
for these encounters. Actress Maika gave a powerful 
performance based on the life of Chiri Yukie, the Ainu 
woman who wrote The Anthology of Ainu Epic Tales. The 
members of the audience felt as though they themselves 
had walked along with Chiri during her short life, while 
she valued all the experiences of her 19 years in the midst 
of the discrimination she experienced as an Ainu, as a 
Christian, and as a woman.

On the second day we visited Tokyo Number 5 Korean 
Elementary and Middle School, where we heard from the 
headmaster about the issues of being a minority educational 
institution in Japan. We visited classes and were warmly 
welcomed. We played soccer with the students, and when 
we left they waved to us from the windows. Later, at the 
site where Koreans were massacred at the time of the Great 
Kanto Earthquake in 1923, we recalled the smiling faces 
of those students as a Korean resident in Japan told us, “I 
am focusing my energies on making sure we do not forget 
the past, so that my grandchildren will not experience a 

similar situation.” At the site of a tanner’s workplace in a 
discriminated-against Buraku area, where discrimination 
has continued for several centuries, we could feel again the 
extent of human sinfulness and the greatness of equality in 
our Lord.

On the morning of the third day, as representatives from 
each country gave presentations, we shared the problems 
and the pain of discrimination. Themes were raised that 
go beyond national boundaries, such as the issues of 
refugees, sexual minorities (LGBT), and hate speech. In 
the afternoon, under the leadership of Kwak Jeoung-Hoon, 
a professional musician who is a KCCJ church member, 
we were separated into groups in which we created and 
performed rap songs. Although the content we were 
dealing with was very serious, there was also hope and 
cheerfulness as the young people experienced fellowship 
through our Lord. A young woman of Korean descent 
living in Japan sang, “When I was a child I hid myself; I 
always wanted to be ‘normal’.” There was loud applause 
from the audience and cries of “Amen!” as she related her 
experience of how she overcame that.

During morning and evening worship, which was offered 
in various languages, the young people played guitar and 
piano, used videos from Internet sites, and danced. The 
three days were filled with thanks to the Lord who gives us 
hope. The many young people who came together across 
denominational boundaries can feel proud and hopeful at 
what they accomplished. They did everything from the 
planning to the translation and implementation. I give 
thanks for the young people’s encounters and experiences 
and pray that the Lord will continue to bless them richly.

 (Tr. SN)
From Kyodan Shinpo (The Kyodan Times), No. 4832･33

                     　　　　     —Noda Taku, director
                        　　　　　Student Christian Fellowship

One afternoon, groups of participants created and performed rap songs as led by Kwak Jeoung-Hoon, a professional musician and 
KCCJ church member.
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Sharing our Faith with our Family through Christian Funerals:
A Special Feature of the Editorial Section of Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend)

The Impact of Kirishitan* Funerals 
During the Warring States Period

At the National Meeting of the All Japan Young Buddhist 
Association in 2003, held in Kyoto, keynote speaker Hiro 
Sachiya expressed the view that with the exception of 
the nobility or samurai class, it was very uncommon for 
Buddhists priests to officiate at the funerals of the common 
people before the Edo period. The reason why they began to 
carry out funerals for the common people was to suppress the 
Kirishitan movement in Japan. The Edo military government 
established a system whereby everyone had to be affiliated 
with a Buddhist temple as a danka (adherent), and by doing 
so, everyone was required to have a Buddhist funeral.

In Japan, traditionally, death was something to be loathed, 
and dead bodies were considered unclean. People feared 
being cursed by the dead, so they burned anything that had 
been used by the person while alive, crushed the bones, and 
stabbed the corpse so that it would not come back to haunt 
them. Finally they buried the dead person and placed a huge 
tombstone over the grave to prevent any remaining bitterness 
from breaking free.

Christianity was introduced to Japan during what is known 
as the Warring States Period, when such an understanding of 
death and the customs related to it were the norm. This period 
in Japanese history coincided with a time of climate change 
called the “Little Ice Age,” which had a devastating effect 
on Japanese agriculture. Crop failures occurred regularly; 
famine and epidemic disease became commonplace; and it 
is said that during this time, death was always close at hand. 
In addition, attempts to overthrow those with power and 
authority led to frequent conflict that wore away at people’s 
hearts, so that those who died in poverty, with no remaining 
family members, were simply thrown into holes or left lying 
in fields and mountains, as if simply thrown away.

Shortly after Christian mission work began in Japan, funerals 
of Kirishitan were taking place, and there is a record that 
indicates that more than 3,000 people attended one of these 
funerals. What most amazed those who were present was the 
singing of songs at a funeral. For the people of that time, who 
thought of death as something unclean, it was impossible to 
imagine singing songs of praise at a funeral.

There is also a famous episode concerning funerals involving 
the Kirishitan feudal lord Takayama Ukon. Once, a poor 
person died within his domain, and when Takayama heard 
this, he had a casket made, which he carried himself, and 
actually held a funeral for this person. His retainers were so 
moved by this that they dug the grave, and from that time on, 
it became the custom that the samurai retainers assisted at 
the funeral of anyone from their domain who died.

At the time, it was people of the lowest classes who carried 
the casket and who dug the grave. The class system was 
strictly adhered to, and it was unthinkable that a feudal lord 
would conduct the funeral of someone of his domain. The 
Jesuit missionary Luis Frois refers to this in his book The 
History of Japan as “an act rarely seen among the Japanese 
samurai, who were so proud of their status.”

At a time when the corpses of poor people without family 
to care for them were casually disposed of, as if they were 
garbage, this act of mourning the death of a commoner of the 
same domain must have moved people deeply.

Forty years after Francis Xavier introduced Christianity to 
Japan, the Christian population had reached 300,000. At the 
time, that was 2.45% of Japan’s total population. That is 
very impressive, considering that after more than150 years 
of Christian mission work in Japan, the Christian population 
now is less than 1%. Why did Christianity in this period 
touch the hearts of the people so deeply? I believe one reason 
is the Kirishitan funeral.

Whether rich or poor, the church funeral showed the same 
respect to all, and for those who experienced this for the first 
time, it was an enlightening experience that touched their 
hearts. There were some who chose to become Christians 
after experiencing a funeral. Missionaries were aware of 
this and gave funerals an important place in their mission. 
For that reason, they included traditional Japanese customs, 
allowed laypeople to take responsibility for planning 
funerals, and asked for contributions to help cover the 
funeral costs for those who had died in poverty.

Death was not seen as something unclean, and anyone of 
whatever rank would be mourned, with the soul being sent 
on its journey to heaven with hymns of praise. Many people 
must have found hope in that event. And even in today’s 
world, can we not say that that hope has not faded?

Funerals are to mourn those who have died. They are not 
evangelistic meetings. But the hope discovered in funerals 
when we put our whole heart into them results in the leading 
of some to Christianity. Is that not the same now as it was 
those many years ago? (Tr. RW)

                                    —Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend) 
                                         November 2015 issue
________________
*Roman Catholic Christians during Japan’s feudal period 
were referred to as Kirishitan.
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Death is not the End: Communicating Faith through a Christian Funeral
                                                                                                        by Iwashita Hiroshi, member
                                                                                                                          Nagasaki Furumachi Church

My first encounter with the Christian faith came at the 
baptism of my mother, Iwashita Shizu. About ten years 
ago, she became ill and, upon going to the hospital, was 
diagnosed as having stage-three cancer. The attending 
physician advised that she only had a few months to 
live. Even so, my mother refused to give up hope. 
Even while suffering the pain of chemotherapy and 
two surgeries, she never gave in to despair. Even with 
temporary improvements, new cancers kept appearing. 
Nevertheless she remained positive and declared, “I’m 
going to get along well with this disease.” She continued 
to live day-to-day, valuing the life she had.

At that time, my mother met some women who were 
members of Furumachi Church. They invited her to 
attend worship services. She accepted, determined that 
even in such a crisis, she should value and enjoy life day 
by day.

A few days before my mother’s baptism, I was surprised 
to receive a message from her, telling me of her 
decision. But having seen the pain and suffering she had 
been through, I agreed to anything that would make her 
life happier. After her baptism, she attended worship 
services, met with other believers, helped with Sunday 
school and volunteered for service. She enjoyed life.

However, this happy time did not last long. Again the 

dread disease showed its fangs. As before, my mother 
fought hard to win another round with the disease, but 
her will was not enough. She died on Oct. 26, 2013. She 
was 64 years old. As a son, watching her faith as she 
struggled with disease and pain made me very proud of 
her.

The funeral was held in the sanctuary of the church, and 
though it was a funeral, it was warm and comforting. 
My desire to be baptized began the evening of the 
wake while I sat in the sanctuary, feeling the loss of 
my mother and regretting that I had not been all that I 
should have been to her.

Hearing the words of Pastor Fujii, “Death is not the end. 
Your mother is in the hands of God, so all is well,” made 
me want to inherit the same faith and follow it myself. 
After that I began attending church. Pastor Fujii and all 
the church members helped me. I was deeply touched by 
the warmth of all the members and began to experience 
what my mother had felt. Then, in September 2014, our 
whole family of four was baptized. I am full of gratitude 
to God who led me to this encounter. There remains 
much we need to know and learn, but as we continue in 
prayer as a family, we intend to keep moving ahead. 

(Tr. GM)        
　　　　　—From Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend)
                        November 2015 issue

Typhoon-caused Flooding Inundates Church and
 Kindergarten in Ibaraki Prefecture

                                                                                                   by Iizuka Takuya, director
                                                                                                                              Mitsukaido Church Volunteer Center

                                                                                                            Pastor, Ryugasaki Church
On Sept. 10, 2015, flooding from heavy rain concentrated 
in the area of Joso City in Ibaraki Prefecture claimed the 
lives of eight people. Added to the loss of life was the 
loss of houses carried away by torrents of water and the 
flooding of countless homes.

Mitsukaido Church and Futaba Kodomoen Preschool 
and Kindergarten, which is connected to it, also suffered 
considerable damage from the flooding. The rain that fell 
on Sept. 10 broke through a river dike and flowed into the 
lower areas of the district where the church and nursery 
are located. The depth was reported to have reached 120 
centimeters (almost 4 feet) by dawn on Sept. 11. Flooding 
reached 30~40 centimeters above the floor of the church, 
while it reached 50 centimeters above the floor of the 
parsonage. Mud and debris were removed; floors and walls 
were washed; and everything was cleaned. The carpeting 
inside the sanctuary was removed, and the flooring was 
cleaned and sanitized. New carpeting has been put down, 
and the sanctuary has been made ready for use again. Many 
things damaged by water had to be discarded.

After the water had receded, those affected gathered at 
Mitsukaido Church on the evening of Sept. 13, 2015, 
and after discussion decided together to establish the 
“Mitsukaido Church Volunteer Center.” Subsequently, 
volunteers have helped in the cleaning and disposal of 
waste at the church, the preschool and kindergarten, and 
in the homes of church members and others affected by 

flooding. The pastors of Mitsukaido Church, Kato Hisayuki 
and Kato Kiseko, relocated to Mitsukaido Elementary 
School following evacuation orders on Sept. 11 but were 
able to return to the parsonage on the evening of Sept. 14.

The flood came just after construction had begun on 
the new Futaba Kodomoen Preschool and Kindergarten 
building. Three of our buses and two automobiles cannot 
be used due to flood damage. Washing, sanitation, 
cleaning, and putting things in order are now our daily 
tasks. However, our most important challenge is restarting 
our nursery program.

Added to this, of course, is the continued work of 
addressing the damage suffered in the homes of our 
church members, our staff, and families connected to our 
preschool and kindergarten. There is also the continued 
work of cleaning, arranging, and dealing with the disposal 
of debris. We are steadily moving toward restoration, but 
completion will require a bit more time.

As a result of the flooding, people have lost family 
members and homes. As a church and nursery suffering 
from our own loss, we are striving to walk together with 
our neighbors who are also suffering. As a church and 
preschool sharing this pain and challenge, please hold us in 
your prayers. (Tr. JS)
　　　　　　 —From Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend)
                             November 2015 issue
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Japanese-language Ministry—Its Importance in the U.S.

                                                                                                                      by Yoshioka Yasutaka, Kyodan missionary
                                                                                                                                   Sycamore Congregational Church  
Sycamore Congregational Church was founded in 1904 in 
El Cerrito, California by Pastor Okubo Shinjiro and several 
Japanese students who were studying in the U.S. It was 
originally a church “by Japanese and for Japanese” and 
had only a Japanese-language worship service. However, 
as the number of nisei (second-generation Japanese) and 
sansei (third-generation Japanese) increased, an English-
language worship service was added, as English was the 
first language of these people. Now, the pastor of the 
English-language section is a full-time position, with 
the Japanese-language pastor being only part-time. The 
English-language section also plays a more central role 
in the church, bearing the responsibility of managing the 
church.

In the local community there are several other churches 
for people of Japanese descent. However, the Japanese-
language section of many of these churches has been 
discontinued because although there is a need for Japanese-
language ministry, the churches cannot afford to hire a 
pastor for the Japanese-language section. Even Sycamore 
Congregational Church can hire only a part-time pastor 
for the Japanese-language section. In spite of the difficult 
financial reality, I believe that because this church has been 
given the opportunity for Japanese-language evangelism, 
the scope of its mission should be broadened.

Actually, my work is not limited to Sycamore Church. 
There are people who, though they belong to the kind of 
Japanese church I mentioned earlier, still seek opportunities 
to use the Japanese language. They gather together once 
a month and have a time of Bible study in Japanese. I am 
invited there to explain the Bible, and the participants look 
very happy as they spend time studying. It is the one and 
only time during the month that they can join in prayer, 
sing hymns, and enjoy the word of the Lord in their native 
language. How important it is for people to turn to God 
using a language that is familiar to them! Again, I am 
thankful for fellowship outside of church, and I also realize 
the significance of doing mission work in the Japanese 
language while in the U.S.

At  p re sen t ,  t he  J apanese  sec t ion  o f  Sycamore 
Congregational Church has about 20 people who 
participate in the worship service every week. Of that 
number, one third are members of the church, one third 
are non-Christians, and one third are children. Because a 
university is located nearby, there are many people who 
have come from Japan for research for a short term of one 

or two years. Some of them have never been to a church in 
Japan but see the sign written in Japanese on the front of 
our church while they are in the U.S. Others come because 
they are just looking for a community of Japanese people. 
However, these people go back to Japan again in one or 
two years, which causes us to feel lonely. Although for a 
short time the church becomes very active, when many 
people return to their home country, we even experience 
some anxiety. However, amazingly, it seems that whenever 
someone returns to his or her home country, a new person 
shows up at our church.

One member described our church with these words: “Our 
church is one that invites many, sows seeds of the gospel in 
many, and sends out many.” I think that is really true. There 
are people who never encountered Christ in Japan but are 
wondrously led by God to encounter this church, come 
to know Christ, and then return to Japan. Some people 
receive baptism here and then transfer their membership to 
a church in Japan. Others return to Japan and later report to 
us that they have been baptized. When such things happen, 
I really feel that Sycamore Congregational Church has 
been given a special mission.

It has been just half a year since I was appointed to this 
position. I still have a lot to learn about the culture and 
history of both the U.S. and the Japanese Americans. 
However, one thing is clear to me. Japanese-language 
mission is still necessary in this land. I used to think that 
a missionary is someone who learns the language of the 
location where he or she is sent and then does mission 
work. However, mission is more than just that. When one is 
in a foreign culture, there are things that become attractive 
because those things are in the language of the land where 
one was born and raised but not in the language of the 
place where one is now. There are people who are drawn 
to such things. I think exposure to the gospel is like that. 
Why do people who have never encountered the gospel in 
Japan, encounter the gospel when they come here? One 
reason is that while they are in a foreign culture, they 
hear the language of the land where they were born and 
encounter the gospel as they are experiencing excitement 
and nostalgia. 
Please remember us in your prayers and pray that the Lord 
will bless and guide Sycamore Congregational Church and 
use us so that our work will be even more fruitful. We also 
will remember the churches of the world in our prayers. 

(Tr. KT)

Attendees gather for photos after the Christmas worship service

Members of the Japanese Bible study class in the San Francisco 
Bay area
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Charles E. Garst: 
 Disciples of Christ Missionary to Japan

The educational institution that became Seigakuin 
University and its schools was founded by missionaries 
from the Disciples of Christ denomination in the U.S., first 
as a seminary in 1903 and as a school in 1906. One of the 
first missionaries of that denomination to arrive in Japan 
was Charles E. Garst, who arrived in 1883 at age 30.

Prior to that, he had graduated from the famous U.S. 
Army Military Academy at West Point, which he had 
not originally planned to enter. Initially, Garst attended 
Iowa State University, where he studied agriculture for 
two years, after which he went to work in that area. 
However, his ability and outstanding character were 
quickly recognized, and he was recommended to the U.S. 
Army Military Academy. At that time, Garst’s father was 
a doctor, but since there were eight children in the family, 
he was not very well off financially. This fact, plus quite 
possibly, because Garst was recommended to West Point at 
the young age of 19, he decided to go ahead and enter the 
Academy.

However, during his four years at West Point, he 
experienced two significant happenings. The first was his 
beloved mother’s death. She was from Ireland and had 
a very strong Christian faith—so much so that she had 
originally been hoping for him to become a minister. The 
second event was a transformation of his religious faith. 
Garst was strongly influenced by the Reverend Isaac 
Errett’s Christian movement, which asserted that there 
were too many denominations within the faith and called 
for the unity of Christianity throughout the world. So Garst 
decided to become a soldier of Christ instead of committing 
to military life. Yet, since there was a regulation requiring 
all West Point graduates to serve in the U.S. Army for 
eight years, upon graduation Garst proceeded to fulfill his 
obligation for military service. At the same time, though, 
he also prepared to become a missionary, “a soldier for 
Christ.” Then, having married a woman with the same 
heart for Christian service, in 1883 Garst and his wife set 
out for Japan with the Smiths, another missionary couple.

Upon their arrival, the Garsts undertook Japanese language 
studies in Yokohama for six months, after which they and 
the Smiths determined to go to Akita Prefecture, a region 
in northern Honshu where there was no prior missionary 
presence. However, since Akita was a remote area and was 
still steeped in the old, traditional customs of Japan, they 
experienced many hardships. They were constantly under 
the gaze of curious Japanese, struggled with archaic forms 
of the language, and found that they had run up against a 
formidable social barrier in the form of prejudice against 
Christianity. Not only that, they also encountered an 
unsanitary environment infested with fleas and mosquitoes. 
Furthermore, as a result of living under such harsh 
conditions, the next year the couple who had traveled to 
Akita with the Garsts experienced a tragedy, in that George 
Smith’s wife, Josephine, passed away, leaving behind 
an eight-year-old daughter. Yet, how these missionaries 

were enduring such difficulties was noticed and gradually 
began to make a deep impression upon people, such that 
the Garsts’ work eventually began to be accepted: so much 
so, in fact, that their four years in Akita became fruitful 
indeed.

After this time, in order to broaden the range of their 
activities, Garst and his wife moved to the town of 
Tsuruoka in Yamagata Prefecture, where they worked for 
a further four years. Afterward, having gone back to the 
United States on furlough for one year, the Garsts returned 
to Japan with another missionary family in 1893, this time 
settling in Tokyo and proceeding to evangelize all around 
Japan. Meanwhile, Charles Garst was not only involved 
in Christian evangelism but also frequently critiqued the 
political and taxation systems then in place. In regard to 
taxation in particular, he called himself “Tanzei [single-
tax] Taro” and promulgated a “single-tax theory” in order 
to eliminate the unfairness of the system. Many politicians 
and social activists on the General Counsel sympathized, 
and Ito Hirobumi evaluated Garst’s work highly, declaring, 
“The West has never once sent a gift greater than Charles 
E. Garst.” Unfortunately, the heavy amount of work he was 
involved in began to take its toll on Garst’s health, which 
had already been weakened by various serious illnesses 
during his time in Akita. Regrettably, Garst passed away on 
Dec. 28, 1898, at the age of 45. He was buried at Aoyama 
Cemetery in Tokyo, where his gravesite remains to this 
day.

Many inspirational quotations from Garst remain; yet his 
most famous one was spoken just before his death. When 
asked by his wife if he had made a will or not, he replied, 
“My life is my message.” These words are a testament to 
the fact that Charles E. Garst, simply through the power of 
the life he lived, was a person who effectively conveyed 
the Christian message to the Japanese people.(Tr. EO)

                                              — Kikuchi Jun, chaplain
                                                 Seigakuin University

A relief of Garst, located in Garst Hall at Seigakuin University
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One Sunday evening late last fall, I attended the 
dedication ceremony for the new facilities of Eifukucho 
Church in Tokyo. The church had decided to close the 
kindergarten it had run for years and sell the land in 
order to build an elegant building to house its sanctuary, 
meeting rooms, and an upstairs parsonage. The fact was 
that the number of children in the area had precipitously 
declined, so it was becoming difficult to finance the 
operation of the kindergarten. There were, however, 
many voices of protest from the community, as more 
than 3,000 signatures of parents and former graduates of 
the kindergarten were gathered to appeal the decision. 
As a result of this difficult situation, there were also a 
few members of the church who left.

The church has had a long and complicated history of 
more than 130 years, including a move from its original 
location in central Tokyo to its present site to rebuild 
after World War II. In its almost 70 years of operating 
the kindergarten, the people of the area knew the church 
more by the name of "Kohitsuji (Lamb) Kindergarten" 
than as Eifukucho Church, and the successive pastors, 

who also served as the kindergarten principal, worked 
hard to provide a good foundation for education of the 
local populace.

While I personally have never served a church with an 
attached kindergarten, I have heard the reports of many 
who have, and so I have a few thoughts on this topic. 
First of all, it is the church that operates the church 
kindergarten and not the other way around. Nevertheless, 
such a kindergarten cannot be considered separately 
from the church, and often it is a symbiotic relationship 
that requires each to help the other to survive. That, 
however, necessitates there being a large number of 
young children in the area. As that was no longer the 
case, the pastor's role as head of the kindergarten could 
no longer maintain sufficient influence and respect in 
the community. Now the church is faced with a different 
task, that of operating only as a church to serve the 
spiritual needs of the people. (Tr. TB)

                             —Nagasaki Tetsuo, general secretary

Message From General Secretary:

Eifukucho Church in Tokyo Dedicates New Building

The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan (PCT) and the Council 
for World Mission (CWM) jointly sponsored a workshop 
entitled “Emergency Preparedness and Response” at 
Nanshan Educational Center in Taichung City, Taiwan, 
Nov.10-13, 2015. Supported by the ACT (Action by 
Churches Together) Alliance, the conference was attended 
by 34 participants who, for the most part, lead departments 
in their respective churches that handle communication 
with overseas churches. They came from all over Asia and 
the Pacific islands, including India, Taiwan, Malaysia, 
South Korea, Japan, New Zealand, Tonga, Vanuatu, and 
Papua New Guinea.

The conference consisted of several lectures given by 
Ms. Alexandra Segura from ACT and Mr. Sudipta Singh 
from CWM, together with case studies of actual disaster 
responses presented by the participants from the various 
churches represented, along with Bible studies. Though 
I had heard about ACT in various contexts related to 
donations towards relief work in disasters occurring around 
the world (as such donations from the Kyodan generally go 
through ACT), it was very helpful to be given a more in-
depth introduction to the work of ACT, and we came away 
with a deeper understanding of the emphasis placed on its 
biblical foundations. As a part of the program surrounding 
the lectures, we were separated into small groups tasked 
with formulating responses to various problems within 
a limited time frame, as a way of fostering cooperation. 
There were Bible studies on each of the three mornings, 
led by Dr. Jione Havea from Tonga, who teaches Old 

Testament at a university in Australia. Using the stories of 
Elijah from I Kings and II Kings, along with Psalm 137, 
and viewing them from the standpoint of natural disasters, 
he also added a very interesting testimony of the historical 
experience of being under colonial rule. These studies led 
to some very interesting discussions in the small group 
sessions.

On the second day of the conference, we took a one-
hour bus trip to the training center of the National Fire 
Agency of the Taiwanese Ministry of the Interior, located 
in Zhushan Township of Nantou District. This is where 
highly skilled firefighters in Taiwan go to attend a one-
year training course to prepare them to work in a variety 
of disaster settings. There we watched a video in which 
the director introduced the activities of the training center, 
with a fascinating report on the support of NGOs in the 
aftermath of Typhoon Morakot in 2009. This included 
the work of the PCT in its role in helping the indigenous 
people who were impacted by the disaster.

This conference on disasters was the first time for the PCT 
to hold such an international workshop. Its purpose was 
to share in the mutual pain of disasters as members of the 
one body of Christ and then to build solidarity among the 
participant churches so that we can help each other in times 
of need. (Tr. AKO)

                                  —Kato Makoto, executive secretary

Taiwan Hosts International Workshop on Disasters
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