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“Feliz Navidad.” Brothers and sisters in the Lord, I bring 
you midsummer Christmas greetings from Paraguay! 
Paraguay is in the Southern Hemisphere, where the 
seasons are exactly the opposite of Japan so Christmas is 
in the height of summer, and Easter is in the Fall. We made 
the advent wreath while sweating in the heat of summer 
last November. I keenly sense that the seasons of the Bible 
are those of the Northern Hemisphere.

The year 2020 was one of ordeals. The believers from 
the Colonia Yguazu and Colonia Fram immigrant areas 
came together for Christmas worship in 2019, welcoming 
2020 with joy. From January through February, I returned 
to Japan temporarily, holding first-year work-report 
meetings in churches here and there, with many people 
hearing about the mission work in Paraguay. I returned, 
enveloped in great joy, and reported on the work in Japan 
to the people in Pirapo Church, and we had just reopened 
worship services when all meetings, including missionary 
work, were prohibited from the middle of March to control 
the spread of the corona virus.

As a general rule, people were not permitted to go out, 
and I heard that anyone doing so unnecessarily and non-
essentially would be given a large fine, so I went out for 
nothing other than food shopping. Online live services 
were out of question as there were some who didn’t have 
smartphones. I could not take anything to the believers 
or go to meet them, and we were completely unable 
to engage in church activities. I was confined only to 
the church, and two weeks after worship services were 
suspended, I began to confirm the current condition to 
believers on Saturday by phone and via the SNS (Social 
Networking Service) and also announce the weekly Bible 
passage. I have continued to communicate this way every 
week to the believers living far away from Pilas even after 
worship services reconvened.

Christmas Greetings from Paraguay
                                                                                                                               by Ehara Yukiko, Kyodan missionary
                                                                                                                   Pirapo city, Paraguay

From the middle of June, regulations for going out were 
revised; mission work involving under 50 persons became 
possible; and worship services reconvened. That was the 
one-year anniversary of the church building’s dedication, 
and we sensed God’s deep compassion. During the worship 
service, the windows and doors were left open and we 
used fans, but at times during the winter months of July 
and August, we were cold. The restrictions about elderly 
people going out still continues, and to prevent infection 
within families, those who have an elderly in the family 
couldn’t come to church neither. On the first Lord’s Day in 
November, the few who had been unable to attend services 
came to their first worship service in a year and were able 
to share Communion together.

It is said that the increase in the rate of infection has 
slowed down somewhat, but the situation does not allow 
for predictions. From Oct. 20, the International Airport 
was reopened, and regular airlines have begun to fly; but 
returning to Japan is a concern because many infected 
people may be in the area where passengers change planes.
The corona virus infection still continues, and during the 
summer there is also a rise in the danger of Dengue Fever. 
I am confined within the church, and gazing up at the sky 
everyday, I have come to realize deep within my heart that 
there is only One upon Whom I can depend.

“The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my 
God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the 
horn of my salvation, my stronghold.” (Psalm 18: 2) “I lift 
up my eyes to the mountains— where does my help come 
from? My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven 
and earth.’ (Psalm 121:1-2)

Christmas teaches me to depend only on the Lord. I am 
praying for a great blessing for all of you. (Tr. RT)

Believers who gathered for Pirapo Church's Christmas 2019 
worship service

A creche in a rustic stable portrays the Christmas story for the community

2019年12月号01.indd   12019年12月号01.indd   1 2020/12/17   17:032020/12/17   17:03



No. 408, December 2020Kyodan Newsletter 2

           
Executive Council Reports Show Virus Pandemic’s Effects

The 9th Executive Council meeting of the 41st General 
Assembly Period (2019-2020) was held on Oct. 26, 
with the core leadership (moderator, vice-moderator 
and secretary) meeting together with the executive 
secretaries and a few of the council members at the 
Kyodan office, while most of the other members 
attended online.

In his report, General Secretary Akiyama Toru reported 
that due to the Corona Virus pandemic, it was decided 
not to publish the 2021 Kyodan Yearbook and that 
the various reports concerning the 41st General 
Assembly Period would cover a two-year period, with 
the extended year being handled as an appendix. The 
Kyodan office will not be hiring any new personnel, and 
due to the financial situation, the bonuses provided for 
the executive secretaries were reduced. Likewise, he 
reported that a studio concept is being considered with 
which to produce YouTube and other such productions 
for youth evangelism.  

In the report on the Committee for Reviewing the 
System of Clergy Development, chairperson Sugahara 
Tsutomu presented a three-page document entitled “A 
Discourse on Clergy in the Kyodan,” which explains the 
debate about the status of clergy. In response to various 
questions, Sugahara stated that this document “isn’t 
something that deals with all of the issues surrounding 
the status of clergy but is for the purpose of coming to 

an agreement on the most important parts related to it in 
the Confession of Faith and the Church Constitution.”

Agenda items related to finances included a second 
revision of the 2020 fiscal year budget, as well as 
the 2021 budget. Uda Makoto, chairperson of the 
Commission on Finance, reported that most of the 
meetings were conducted online and that cuts to the 
summer bonuses of the general secretary and executive 
secretaries, along with the 10% reduction in assessments 
from the districts had been actualized. Since the districts 
were unable to utilize the money in the evangelism fund 
for 2020 for that purpose, due to the restrictions of the 
pandemic, the remainder of those funds are expected to 
be returned.

The discussion that took up the most time during the 
Executive Council meeting concerned the Kyodan 
Board of Publications. Secretary Kumoshikari Toshimi 
reported that in order to improve the operations and 
finances of the Board of Publications, a “Board of 
Publications Operations Improvement Team” was 
established and an outside consultant by the name of 
Kato Masasumi, who is an expert in the field, has been 
added to that team. The approximately 1.3-million-
yen expense for the consultant will be paid from the 
Executive Council budget. (Tr. TB)

                                —Kato Makoto, executive secretary

Recipients of United Church of Canada Donation Named
                by Kato Makoto, executive secretary

At the beginning of 2020, I was told by Global Mission 
Personnel Secretary Patti Talbot of the United Church 
of Canada that the church had disposed of a missionary 
property it owned in Japan and planned to donate funds 
to the Kyodan and other related bodies. Secretary Talbot 
intended to visit Japan in March to discuss the details, 
but her trip was canceled due to the corona virus. In 
June, Kyodan hosted a meeting via Zoom to share 
how, as much as possible, the various donated amounts 
could be used in ways of UCC’s intentions. We already 
understood these intentions to some degree since the 
United Church of Canada has historically maintained a 
supportive relationship, through prayer, of the Buraku 
Liberation Center and the Center for Minority Issues 
and Mission; but fortunately, through the meeting this 
time, the desires to be furthered by this donation became 
more clear.

Receiving advice from UCC missionary Robert Witmer, 
a plan was developed to designate use of the donated 
funds in four directions.  

1. The Kyodan’s mission program. (1) Aid for the 
plan to create an Internet delivery studio adjoining the 
Kyodan Business Office, (2) Aid to continue the joint 
Canada Young Adult Camp, which could not be carried 
out this year due to the corona virus.

2. Humanitarian support and race activities. (1) Aid 
for the Ainu Peoples Resource Center’s child-learning 
center and the international interchange of indigenous 
peoples. (2) Aid for Okinawa Christian University’s 
program for sending a student overseas.

3. The East Asia peace-building program. (1) Aid for 
the Japan-Korea Joint Prayer Meeting, the Taiwan 
Ecumenical Forum, etc. (2) Aid for the project of 
sending and receiving students to other parts of Asia.

4. Rural evangelism. (1) Aid to the rural evangelism 
councils of the various Kyodan districts. (2) Aid for the 
Theological Seminary for Rural Mission.
Over a three-year period, the donated funds will amount 
to 76 million yen. (Tr. RT)
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The Evangelical Mission in Solidarity (EMS), an 
international mission organization centered in Germany, 
held its biennial general meeting Nov. 12-14 via 
Zoom. In addition to representatives from each of the 
provinces in Germany as well as from Switzerland, 
South Africa, Ghana, Jordan, Israel, India, Indonesia, 
and Korea, there were denominational representatives 
from Japan, the Basel Mission (Switzerland), DOAM 
(Deutsche Ostasienmission), etc. for a total of about 70 
participants. The Kyodan was represented by General 
Secretary Akiyama Toru, who participated from his 
home.

The conference began with the adoption of a Code of 
Conduct, particularly as it relates to sexual harassment, 
and two ombudspersons were selected to receive any 
related complaints. Establishing a process to deal 
with harassment issues is a concern at international 
conferences and is practiced by the World Council of 
Churches and other similar bodies. The Kyodan could 
use this as a basis for its own deliberations on how to 
handle such issues.

EMS conferences include not only business discussions 
but also a keynote speech, times of prayer, and Bible-
based sharing, so I always learn something. The keynote 
address, entitled “For freedom Christ has set us free,” 
was given by Rev. Dr. Sathianathan Clarke, professor of 
Theology, Culture and Mission at Wesley Theological 
Seminary in Washington, DC., who hails from India. 
The Bible Sharing time, conducted in small groups, 
focused on Luke 4:18-19 and how each of us interpret 
that passage. Likewise, participants shared about their 
own situations, particularly in relation to the Corona 
Virus pandemic and how their churches are dealing with 
the consequences. It was my first experience of such a 
small group discussion within a large conference via 
Zoom.

The main theme of the conference was also the Corona 
Virus pandemic that has spread throughout the world 
and how the work of the Evangelical Mission in 
Solidarity can be maintained and strengthened in this 
situation. Conducting the conference itself via zoom, as 
well as holding the EMS Mission Council meeting via 
video conferencing, was one step taken, so a motion was 

passed to revise the bylaws to allow for the decisions of 
this zoom conference to be considered official.

The financial report for the 2018-2019 period was given; 
and the proposed budget for 2021-2022, proposals 
for personnel placement, along with membership fees 
for each participant were also discussed. The EMS 
budget has been mostly borne by the German churches, 
and since each of the German provincial churches 
is dependent on the national church tax that is being 
impacted by the Corona Virus pandemic, it appears that 
there will be a significant decrease in income from 2020 
onward. How to deal with this prospect in regards to 
personnel and operational expenses is of great concern, 
so structural reforms and a reordering of relationships 
with other mission organizations will be necessary. As 
the extent of income reduction cannot yet be predicted, 
it was decided to delegate authority for revamping the 
budget to the EMS Mission Council and its finance 
committee.

In addition to these motions, the conference discussed 
the 5-year Activity Plan for EMS entitled “Free for 
the Future,” and approved the applications of “guest 
membership” status from the Church of North India and 
the Evangelical Church of West Sulawesi in Indonesia.

As an evangelical mission organization covering Europe, 
Africa, the Middle East, Southeast Asia and East Asia, 
EMS is facing numerous missional issues, including 
ecological sustainability in the face of climate change, 
the economic and social gaps being exacerbated by the 
Corona Virus pandemic, ethnic- and religious-motivated 
violence, the polarization of international relationships, 
and how to achieve economic and social fairness and 
stability. While facing all of these, the main focus must 
be on how to aid each other as we all engage in support 
ministries to those who are marginalized, those who are 
in poverty, and those whose basic human rights have 
been suppressed. The Kyodan has been a part of this 
effort from the foundation of the EMS in 1971, as we 
work under the motto of the organization, “We can do 
nothing on our own, as we are simply a part of the great 
‘Missio Dei’ of God....We must continue to build up the 
networking and cooperation of those who are part of the 
EMS.” (Tr.TB)

EMS Convenes First Virtual Biennial Assembly
      

   by Akiyama Toru, general secretary
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It is not an overstatement to say that Mr. Iida established 
the foundation of cottage-style childrearing. Times have 
changed from that of  economic recovery to a period of 
fast economic growth, and the situation of the children 
coming to the facility has also changed greatly. Beginning 
with the so-called “bubble” period from the year 2000, 
the greater number of cases of children entering the 
facility involve protection against child abuse. Actually, 
from the start of the 21st Century until now, the number 
of cases of child abuse counseling in the more than 200 
child counseling offices throughout the nation has reached 
200,000 annually.

Aiseien experienced double hardships resulting from the 
Great East Japan Disaster on March 2011 in Fukushima 
and the accompanying radiation pollution due to the 
accident at the Fukushima Nuclear energy plant. The 
building was damaged by the earthquake, and due to 
anxiety about the aging of the over 40-year-old structure, 
it was completely rebuilt in 2012. For this undertaking, 
we received the kind support of the Berliner Missionwerk 
through the Kyodan. And in 2013, representatives 
from Germany came to visit, saw the facility after its 
reconstruction, and also had fellowship with the staff. 
Since then, we have been receiving support from Berliner 
Missionwerk every year to pay off the loan for the 
reconstruction. We are also receiving help through funding 
from many Kyodan churches.

My staff and I are grateful for the support from many 
places and grateful that the work begun in a corner of 
northwestern Japan has been continued for over 75 years 
due to that support. (Tr. RT)

Horikawa Aiseien, incorporated as a social welfare group 
home for children, was founded in 1945. Pastor Yamakita 
Takihiko of Misakicho Church, together with Kagawa 
Toyohiko, had procured land in Hokkawa, a forested 
mountain area in the town of Tanagura, Higashishirakawa 
district in southern Fukushima, to provide a safe and 
peaceful living space for children who had lost their 
parents and homes during the air raid of Tokyo in March 
of that year. Kobe Shuhei, who was introduced through 
the Kyodan and would become the first director, began 
living there with the children from October 1945, together 
with his family and young adult women from Misakicho 
Church. But even saying that, it is recorded that life in 
the wood cabin built in one section of the mountain forest 
was continually difficult. Mr. Tani Masatsune, who also 
worked at Hokkaido Family School, joined the staff 
several years after Horikawa Aiseien was established, and 
in 1948 the home was approved as a welfare institution 
for children based on the Child Welfare Act. It moved to 
its present location in Maruuchi in 1951. From the time it 
was founded, the town of Tanagura has promoted Aiseien’s 
work by not only providing land, food, and materials but 
also to the point of becoming like a relative of the children 
through its support and cooperation.

Following Mr. Tani, Iida Susumu became the director 
in 1965 and continued in this position for 46 years, 
establishing the theoretical basis of the work that Aiseien 
continues today. From the beginning, Aiseien adopted a 
type of cottage-style format, in which a guardian lives 
with a small number of children (6-7) in each group home. 

Horikawa Aiseien Group Home for Children

                                                                                                                by Ito Nobuhiko, director
                                                                                                       Horikawa Aiseien Children’s Home
                                                                                                       Higashi Shirakawa, Fukushima Prefecture

Hokkawa around 1945, when people began living in that mountain area

Horikawa Aiseien Children's Home after being rebuilt in 2012
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Annyeong-haseyo!  (A Korean greeting meaning How 
are you or Hello.)

I am a mission coworker sent by the Kyodan to the 
Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea (PROK). 
I came to Seoul in February 2015 and currently work at 
the PROK headquarters and in one of its congregations, 
Seoul Jeil Church (Seoul First Church).

I have particularly focused on Korea-Japan exchange 
programs for teenagers and young adults. We hold 
these exchange programs at the denominational level, 
the district level and the local church level. However, 
all these programs for this year had to be cancelled 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Korea-Japan 
Joint Summer Retreat for Teens, which is co-hosted by 
the PROK Seoul Presbytery and the Kyodan’s North 
Subdistrict of Tokyo District was postponed, which is 
especially regrettable because this retreat draws many 
repeat attendees. Once teens participate, they say, “I 
definitely want to attend again next year!” But if you are 
in your first year of high school, and if it’s your first time 
to participate in the program, you only have two more 
opportunities. Moreover, the “exam war” for entering 
university, which is so severe in both South Korea and 
Japan, often makes it impossible for high school seniors 
to join the program. So one year is very important for 
teenagers. That is why this retreat is held annually, even 
though we had discussed several times whether we 
should have this program only once in two years due to 
budget restrictions. It is very disappointing that we had 
to cancel it due to COVID-19.

Korea-Japan Youth Programs and COVID-19 Pandemic 

                         
by Nagao Yuki, Mission Co-woker from Kyodan to PROK

                           Seoul, South Korea

However, even in this situation, the young adults who 
participated in an exchange program last summer are 
planning to hold a reunion, using ZOOM. In both 
Japan and South Korea, college students were unable 
to attend classes in their regular school buildings this 
year because of COVID-19, and they often took classes 
online. Whether that experience should be thought 
of as “unfortunate” or “fortunate,” it seems to be no 
problem for them to meet online, but it is difficult to 
create the same "atmosphere" as when meeting face-to-
face and to become friends through thinking together 
about the history between Japan and Korea, eating 
together, and playing cards and other games together 
at night. But both teenagers and young adults have 
been using technology to communicate with each other 
even during face-to-face programs. Although most of 
them do not speak their friends’ languages, they tried 
to communicate with each other by using Google or 
LINE translator. I am always moved by how earnestly 
they try to understand their friends and explain their 
own feelings at a deep level. Now they are trying to do 
what they can during the COVID-19 pandemic, and it 
encourages me a lot.

From last year, it has been said repeatedly since last 
year that the relationship between South Korea and 
Japan is at its worst since Fifteen Years War. That is 
why I support young people who really want to see the 
friends they met last year. Since I believe that this is a 
way I can help to create peace, I want to keep up my 
efforts.

Nishikatamachi Church (Japan)-Seoul Jeil Church (Korea) 
Youth Exchange Program in 2019

Young Adult Joint Retreat of Seoul Presbytery and Tokyo District's 
North Subistrict in 2019
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Hiroshima Church Shares War’s Realities to Promote Peace

In August 2020, Hiroshima commemorated the 75th 
anniversary of the nuclear bombing. Those who 
experienced and know first-hand of that event are 
becoming few indeed. Of the 45 people who participated 
in drafting the “Peace Commemorative Questionnaire,” 
which was compiled in 2005 by Hiroshima Nagarekawa 
Church to solicit input from those who had experienced 
the nuclear bombing, 15 are no longer alive, and the 
others are of advanced age. It is in the midst of this 
situation that Hiroshima Nagarekawa Church has been 
displaying artifacts from the bombing and sharing 
the reality of exposure to the blast for the purpose of 
working towards a peaceful world without nuclear 
weapons.

Placing of the Cross that Was Exposed to the Blast

The church building of that time had been designed by 
the famous architect John Voorhees and was located 
about 800 meters from the center of the nuclear 
explosion. The remains of the wooden cross that had 
been in the building was preserved, and in 1995, 50 
years after the bombing, it was placed on the wall in 
the front of the sanctuary.  That blackened cross was 
something that survivors of the bombing found very 
difficult to look at, as it reminded them of Aug. 6, the 
day when in an instant, their city of Hiroshima had been 
turned to ash and so many people were burned to death. 
However, for the generations of people afterwards who 
had not experienced the nuclear bombing, it is a symbol 
that causes them to think about what happened that 
day. When our present building was rebuilt in 2013, we 
carefully placed that cross in the center of the sanctuary 
again.

In 2017, we celebrated the 130th anniversary of the 
founding of the church, and as a special tribute, we 
placed the cornerstone of the bombed-out church next to 
the cornerstone of the new building (see picture at http://
www.hiroshimapeacemedia.jp/?p=71512). On display 
in the sanctuary, we also have pictures of Hiroshima 
and the church from shortly after the bombing and have 
produced an explanatory pamphlet for people to view 
anytime.

Video Recordings of Eyewitness Accounts

During 2010 and 2011, we recorded on video the 
testimonies of seven of our members who directly 
experienced the nuclear bombing (of whom four have 
since died). Beginning last year, we decided to show one 
of these videos every year following the worship service 
on the second Sunday of August. During these last ten 
years, our membership has been increasing, so many 
people are hearing these stories for the first time.

The testimony of a woman who went to be with the 
Lord in 2018 ends with the following statement. “As 
I think back on it, I was so focused on just escaping 
from that tragic situation that I tried not to look around 
at the destruction. But I feel regret now that I ran away 
without taking it all in. I feel that we must avoid war 
in all situations....I always thought that I didn’t want to 
talk about my experience of the bombing, but as many 
eyewitnesses as possible must tell the children who 
haven’t experienced war so that we will never go to 
war again.” It is our goal to continue to listen to these 
eyewitnesses who feel the same way and who speak to 
us through their pain.

As a church damaged by the nuclear explosion in Hiroshima, we have endeavored to preserve and 
communicate the reality of war. By teaching the public this history, including the negative parts of 
wartime cooperation, we desire to contribute to the realization of peace.

                           by Mukai Mareo, pastor
                                Hiroshima Nagarekawa Church

(cont'd on p. 7)

The blackened cross, centrally placed in the sanctuary built in 2013
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Remembering Missionary Kihara Yoko (1964-2020)

Facing Up to the History of War Cooperation

While it is true that Hiroshima experienced nuclear 
destruction, we must also keep in mind that our church 
did not resist the war effort but instead participated in 
it. We have been digitalizing the church bulletins that 
remain from that era, and they include statements of 
cooperation with the war effort.

For instance, the Jan. 31, 1943 bulletin records that 
following the prelude, the church performed a wartime 
ceremony called the “Kokumin Girei”, a very formal 
ceremony that included deep bows and the singing of the 
national anthem (to the Emperor). The announcements 
section includes the following: “Let’s all cooperate with 
the program to collect metal.” “As you can see, our 
church has delivered every possible metallic object to 
the government....Let us resolve to bear up under every 
circumstance until we greet that day of glory.” Likewise, 
the Nov. 7, 1943 bulletin states, “The purpose of the 
‘Prayer Meetings for Victory in this Holy War’ (a week-
long event of the churches in the city) is to ‘pray for the 
victory of our soldiers under the Emperor and that on the 

due to cancer recurrence in 2017. She passed away on 
Feb. 20, 2020 at age 55.

Yoko was especially passionate about intercultural 
ministry, healing ministry, and the young adults’ exchange 
program that she organized in partnership with the 
Kyodan. Moreover, her drive for social justice never 
ceased to lose fire. With a passionate but humble heart, 
she touched the lives of many students, congregants, 
community members, and colleagues through her love, 
hospitality, honesty, sense of justice, and thoughtfulness.

            —Rev. Mita Tabito, Yoko’s husband

Yoko was very grateful for the life she lived in Japan and 
in Canada and for all of the opportunities she was given 
by the United Church of Canada. Moving to Canada 
with her family was a major turning point in her life. She 
was 41 years old at the time. The first few years were 
especially tough, consisting of learning English and 
studying at Vancouver School of Theology while serving 
UCC’s Fraser Valley Japanese Church and raising two 
children. However, Yoko thoroughly enjoyed her new 
life in Canada and was ordained as a minister of the 
United Church of Canada in 2010.

Yoko served two UCC Japanese-speaking congregations, 
Vancouver Japanese Church and Fraser Valley Japanese 
Church, for seven years. During that time, she also 
taught Japanese at Guildford Japanese Language School 
in Surrey and worked to strengthen the network within 
the community of Japanese-Canadian children and 
families.

In 2012, Yoko was called to UCC’s Gilmore Park 
Church as the minister of Christian development and 
outreach. In 2014, she was diagnosed with breast cancer 
and underwent several treatments, then left Gilmore Park 

front lines, our soldiers will receive luck in the fortunes 
of war, and also that through the strong support of all of 
us at home, they will be able to fight this holy war to the 
finish.’”

We challenge the people who come to visit from various 
churches and church-related schools to think about what 
prayer means, when you consider that the Enola Gay, 
the plane that dropped the nuclear bomb, was sent on 
its mission with a “prayer” by a military chaplain, while 
at the same time, the Hiroshima churches were offering 
their “prayers for victory” in the “holy war.”

Prior to the decision to preserve the famous “A-Bomb 
Dome,” which is now a World Heritage Site, many 
people thought it should be torn down. Thus, we are 
endeavoring to preserve every site that contains a record 
of the war and the nuclear bombing in order that as 
many people as possible can experience what it was like. 
We believe this will help to promote the path towards 
peace. (Tr.TB)

From Shinto no Tomo (Believers' Friend), August 2020

Kihara Yoko during her commissioning service as a missionary at the 
Kyodan in 2005

(Cont'd from p. 6)

2019年12月号01.indd   72019年12月号01.indd   7 2020/12/17   17:032020/12/17   17:03



No. 408, December 2020Kyodan Newsletter 8

           

The entire world has been suffering with the Corona 
Virus pandemic, and Kyodan churches are no exception. 
Our ability to meet together to sing praises, preach the 
Word, and share Holy Communion has been severely 
curtailed. This situation can even be described as a 
threat to the very existence of our churches. The Kyodan 
General Assembly has been postponed until the fall of 
2021, and various activities like committee meetings 
have, for the most part, been limited to virtual gatherings 
via the Internet. Likewise, district assemblies were 
limited to making required decisions based on written 
documents alone, so for almost a year now, the various 
organizations have been barely functioning.

During this time, our understanding of the situation 
and the handling of this crisis in each district has come 
through the newsletters and other communications 
received from each of the districts. Practically all of the 
local churches have either suspended in-person worship 
services all together or considerably restricted them and 
have resorted to online services that families view from 
their own homes. This has involved creating resources 
for in-home worship services and sending out church 
bulletins together with sermon manuscripts prepared in 
advance, which has resulted in extra duties for already 
busy pastors.

A few churches have been able to maintain services 
while taking extraordinary precautions to prevent 
infections, but churches having online services alone 
are inevitably experiencing decreasing membership 
and financial pressure. However, many also report 
that it has caused them to realize just how important a 
blessing it is to be able to gather together for corporate 
worship. Pastoral care, particularly for elderly persons, 
has suffered greatly during this time when visitations 
to those who are hospitalized or in care facilities has 
not been permitted. Funeral services too have been 
limited to family members only, greatly accelerating 
a trend towards smaller and simpler funerals. Many 
churches have reported that not being allowed to fulfill 
their calling, due to these circumstances, has been very 
painful.

While this virus has raged on, many pastors and 
churches have questioned whether or  not their 
own decisions were right in this time of difficulty. 
Nevertheless, we are reminded that when the prophet 
Elijah heard the still small voice of God, following the 
violent wind and fire, he was led out of that cave into a 
vibrant faith and hope in the Lord. Likewise, as we feel 
the loneliness of “social distancing,” we also learn from 
the example of the Lord Jesus, who separated himself 
from the crowds for a time in order to pray alone. We 
too are being afforded this time for prayer. May it be an 
opportunity for the Church to awaken through God’s 
Word and live in God’s timing as we see God work even 
through this crisis. (Tr. TB)

Oct. 28, 2020
—Akiyama Toru, Kyodan general secretary
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