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Executive Council Considers Structural Reform & 
Mutual Mission Agreement

The sixth Executive Council meeting of the present two-
year (40th) general assembly period was held July 9-10 
at the Kyodan headquarters, with all 30 members in 
attendance. The first order of business was a report on 
the damage caused by floods in Nishi-Chugoku District. 
In fact, all eight districts to the west of Chubu District 
had damage to report. Fortunately, however, the churches 
in Nishi-Chugoku and Shikoku district, where severe 
destruction was reported by the media, escaped with only 
minimal harm.

In his report, General Secretary Akiyama Toru noted that 
in response to the recent, strong earthquake in Osaka—6.1 
on the Japan Meteorological Agency’s Seismic Intensity 
Scale, the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan sent a donation 
of $10,000 to help in the recovery effort. Okamura Hisashi, 
chair of the Committee on the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation, reported that the youth conference held on 
March 21 at Aoyama Gakuin University’s chapel had 1,000 
attendees, including about 200 from the Kyodan.

The first item of business on the second day was discussion 
of the “Kyodan Evangelism Promotion” program. The 
debate centered around which entity would take the lead 
in planning structural reform. No conclusion was reached 
so Secretary Kumoshikari Toshimi suggested that the issue 
be tabled until the October Executive Council meeting 
since the budgetary issues are not settled yet, and this was 
accepted.

Discussion turned to the mutual mission agreement 
between the Christian Evangelical Church in Minahasa 
(Gereja Masehi Injili di Minahasa [GMIM] in Indonesia) 
and the Kyodan. It was proposed that once finalized, there 
should be a signing ceremony at the Kyodan General 
Assembly. The question was raised as to whether this 
agreement would be like the one with the Korean Christian 
Church in Japan, by which the ministerial credentials 
of each denomination are mutually recognized by both 
denominations. General Secretary Akiyama answered that 
at present, the aim of the agreement is to recognize each 
other’s statement of faith and sacraments but does not 
include provisions for ministerial exchange.

The introduction to the agreement begins with a 
recognition that the relationship between GMIM and the 
Kyodan began during Word War Ⅱ through the role the 
Kyodan played in pacification of the conquered areas. With 
respect to this, the opinion was voiced that it is important 
how the Kyodan views its history and that this should be 
clarified as the agreement is finalized. Moderator Ishibashi 
Hideo then tabled action on the agreement, saying it 
would be reworked further for finalization at the October 
Executive Council meeting. (Tr. TB)

       　　　　 —Kato Makoto, Kyodan executive secretary

Japan Recently Hit with 4 Major Natural Disasters
The following major natural disasters have struck Japan 
between mid-June and mid-September.

1. An earthquake occurred on June 18, centered in the 
northern part of Osaka, with a magnitude of 6.1 on the 
Japan Meteorological Agency’s (JMA) Seismic Intensity 
Scale. Over 40,000 homes were damaged; 285 structures 
were destroyed; and 5 people were killed.

2. Major flooding took place between June 28 and July 
8 in several sections of western Japan due to heavy rains 
caused by the effects of Typhoon No. 7, which was given 
the international name of Prapiroon. Floods also extended 
northward as far as Hokkaido. The heavy rains caused 
numerous landslides, which in addition to the flooding 
resulted in severe damage to many homes and the deaths 
of over 200 people.

3. Typhoon No. 21 came ashore on Sept. 4 in Shikoku as a 

major typhoon called “Jebi” in the international press, then 
crossed over Honshu and out into the Sea of Japan along 
Hokuriku on Sept. 5. It also continued up the western side 
of Hokkaido with strong winds and heavy rains, leaving a 
trail of destruction. Kansai International Airport in Osaka 
was forced to close due to flooding and damage to the 
bridge connecting it to the mainland. Over 2 million people 
were issued an evacuation advisory, and 9 people lost their 
lives.

4. A major earthquake on Sept. 6 struck the Iburi region 
in Hokkaido, with a magnitude of 7 on the JMA’s Seismic 
Intensity Scale. Occurring so shortly after the typhoon 
passed by Hokkaido, the resulting widespread landslides 
swallowed up many homes, killed 41 people, and caused 
the entire island to loose electric power due to the failure 
of a major electric power plant. As these events have 
occurred while this issue of KNL was being prepared, 
further details will be reported in the next issue. (Tr. TB)
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4 Kyodan Youth Attend “I Love Taiwan” Mission Event
The “I Love Taiwan” (ILT) mission event, sponsored 
by the Youth Ministry Committee of the Presbyterian 
Church in Taiwan (PCT), was held again this year, July 
4-21, with the theme “The Beginning.” The planning and 
operation of the ILT are all conducted by PCT youth, who 
began preparations for this event at the end of last year. 
Watching these energetic Taiwanese youth enjoy being 
involved in church activities leaves a deep impression on 
Japanese youth every year, and they return to Japan feeling 
somewhat envious of the fact that there is a place in the 
church for youth.

The original purpose of the ILT was for foreign-born 
youth with Taiwanese roots to return to Taiwan during 
their summer vacation to encounter God and Taiwan by 
serving at a local church. However, now the focus is on 
international and domestic youth worshiping together 
with the local church and serving each other in order 
to experience “the Lord’s extended family.” This year, 
107 domestic and international youth from 11 countries 
gathered for the event.

The main part of the ILT was ten days of service at local 
churches. Participants were sent to churches all over 
Taiwan to work at summer camps. During the camps, 
overseas youth shared their culture, history, food, dance, 
and hymns. This year, some of the participants were sent 
to churches of the indigenous people of Taiwan, where 
they heard local church youth telling children about 
Inoue Inosuke, the first Japanese Christian to reach out to 
Taiwan’s indigenous people, and how he caused the PCT to 
begin to evangelize them.

What left a lasting impression on the participants was the 
tremendously warm and tender look on the faces of the 
Taiwanese church adults towards the youth and of the 
Taiwanese youth towards the children and the overseas 

youth. Some participants said they were reminded of Jesus’ 
teaching to love “the least of these” (Matt. 25:40) through 
the example of the look on the their faces.

Through its Committee on Taiwan Church Relations, the 
Kyodan has been sending youth to the ILT continuously 
since 2009. This year, through information-sharing 
sessions by past participants in the ILT and other overseas 
programs, the Commission on Ecumenical Ministries was 
able to send four young people to Taiwan: Kuboshima Yuki 
from Higashi Omiya Church, Shimo Makoto from Yamato 
Christian Church, Kobayashi Nanami from Ashiyahama 
Church, and Oyama Echika from Saemoonan Church. We 
are thankful for everyone’s prayers and support. (Tr. DB)

                  —Hironaka Yoshimi, staff
                    Commission on Ecumenical Ministries

The 11th General Assembly of the United Church of Christ 
in the Philippines (UCCP) was held May 23-25 at Pilgrim 
Christian College in Cagayan de Oro. This was a special 
general assembly that incorporated a program to celebrate 
the 70th year of the church’s founding. On the morning 
of the second day, participants separated into eight groups 
(Music Workshop, LGBT, Gender Justice, Human Sexuality, 
Indigenous People, etc.), with time for study and discussion.

The election of officers was held in the afternoon, and the 
introduction of each candidate was shown on the screen in 
front by utilizing various sound effects and animation to give 
visual effects with originality. Bishop Melzar Labuntog was 
elected as general secretary, replacing Bishop Reuel Norman 
Marigza who had worked for many years as general secretary.

In the evening, we moved to a special meeting room in a giant 

United Church of Christ in the Philippines Celebrates Its 70th Anniversary
              by Kato Makoto, Kyodan executive secretary

mall to participate in the 70th Anniversary Congratulatory 
Party. Over 1,000 participants from various areas of the 
Philippines met together, overflowing with praise. The event 
ended with a slide presentation on Protestant evangelism in 
the Philippines from before the creation of the UCCP. The 
program also considered those of us guests from overseas.

On the third evening, we were transferred to a hotel in the 
city, and The UCCP Unsung Heroes Award was presented 
for the very first time. At this meeting thanks was expressed 
to the “heroes in the shadows” who had served in schools, 
seminaries, and churches in each area of the Philippines. The 
work of the eight heroes, almost all persons of advanced age 
over 80 years old, was introduced by videos, and each one 
was invited to the platform to give a speech. In the case of 
those who were deceased, a family member gave the speech 
in their place. It was a heart-warming gathering. (Tr. RT)

The 107 “I Love Taiwan” youth participants, including 4 from 
Japan
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Reflections on the Mission 21 
International Youth Ambassador Program

                                                                                                   by Kishi Hikari, member of Chiba Honcho Church
                                                                                            Chiba Subdistrict, Tokyo District

I recently returned from participating in the Mission 21 
International Youth Ambassador Program June 11-24. 
Mission 21 is an evangelistic group centered in Basel, 
Switzerland that began at a missionary school in 1815. 
This is linked to a young adult project started two years 
ago, in 2016, when European young adults visited Mission 
21-related religious organizations throughout the world 
and, in 2018, invited to Switzerland one young adult from 
each Mission 21-related religious body throughout the 
world.

During the first week in Aarau, Switzerland, we spent 
our time in workshops on international solidarity and 
discussing the issues faced in each country. We also 
took part in a portion of the Mission 21 Synod that was 
taking place at the same time. At the synod, there were 
reports of the situation in each country of the world and 
a joint sharing of the various perspectives on the theme 
of immigrants and refugees, which is being discussed 
throughout the world. Two youth coordinators from among 
the ambassadors made presentations and proposals. At the 
“mission feast” held after the worship service on Sunday, 
we enjoyed food from the Mission 21-related areas in stalls 
that became places to experience the warm fellowship of 
the Mission 21 project site.

During the first half of the second week, all participants of 
every team were sent to various areas in Europe, and those 
of us on the Asian team went to Germany. We interacted 
with seminary students and young adults in the area, and 
those of us from Japan sensed the deep significance of 
our going to Germany, which had been similarly defeated 
in World War II. We also visited the Evangelical Mission 
in Solidarity (EMS) to consider and discuss mission. 
Following that, the participants met together once again in 
Basil, where we mutually shared what we had discovered, 

held workshops, then closed the meeting and returned to 
our respective countries.

One insight I gained from this program is that young adults 
think for themselves. The goal of this program was to 
stimulate young adult participation in the work of Mission 
21, and various opportunities were provided. Out of those 
experiences, the declaration we proposed to the synod was: 
“We are present not only future” (sic). Young adults are 
not just persons to be educated, but are independent beings 
who are living out the present. Moreover, this program 
was fundamentally managed by young adults. At times 
they led; at times they related to us as friends of the same 
age, serving us from the same level. Through “caring for 
travelers,” they interacted as young adults.

The second insight was in regard to Christianity and 
international relations. When I have discussions with my 
fellow Asians, I pointedly make it clear that I think the 
invasion of Asia by the Japanese military was absolutely 
wrong. In the same way, Europe was also a colonizer and 
even used evangelism to accomplish this end. Likewise, 
there is a long history of the church being very strongly 
in the background of international cooperation between 
Europe and North America, as well as in mission activities, 
and that is a wonderful thing. But on the other hand, when 
going to another country to do something, people as a rule 
must fight the temptation of being arrogant and prejudicial. 
I realized that for this reason, the concept of working “with” 
the local culture rather than of going “to” a local culture is 
important, and what is necessary is an ecumenism based 
on mutual “solidarity” rather than a relationship based 
merely on giving and receiving. The work of the mission 
organizations that I encountered in Europe is accomplished 
through prayer. I think it would be wonderful if in Japan as 
well, we could bring peace to the world through the Bible.

Finally, I want to express my gratitude to the Kyodan and 
Mission 21 for giving me this opportunity. (Tr. RT)The participants, creatively sharing their declaration to the 

Mission 21 Synod
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Frederick Charles Klein: Founder of Nagoya Gakuin

On the gravestone of Dr. Frederick Charles Klein, located 
in Baltimore, Maryland, USA, is written the following 
words: "Not to be served, but to serve" (Mark 10:45). Klein 
devoted his life to God, to the church, to humanity, and to 
Nagoya Gakuin, a boys' school located in Nagoya.

Klein was born in Washington D.C. in 1857, and in 1866, 
his family moved to Baltimore. He was baptized in 1873 
when he was 16 years old, which was the same year the 
Meiji Government in Japan lifted the ban on Christianity. In 
1876, Klein entered Western Maryland College (McDaniel 
College), and in 1883, he married Mary Elizabeth Patton. 
That same year the Methodist Protestant Church sent them 
as missionaries to Japan, where Klein became the Director 
of Evangelism of Yokohama District. In consultation 
with the Mission Board, he handled financial matters in 
general, along with administration of property, schools, and 
churches. He also began evangelistic activities in Fujisawa 
(near Yokohama). He worked with a missionary woman 
named Harriette Briten to develop English schools, Sunday 
schools, churches, and an anti-alcohol association.

In 1885, he traveled to Kyoto, Osaka, and Nagoya in Aichi 
Prefecture in order to investigate the status of evangelism 
there. While staying in Nagoya, he met Yamane Torajiro, 
who appealed for help in establishing an English language 
school in Nagoya. At that time, it was the fourth largest 
city in Japan, with a population of about 150,000 people. 
One Japanese pastor said to him, "Nagoya is a conservative 
city. During the Edo period, it was a big castle town where 
Buddhism was very strong. It is a spiritually barren place 
and would be difficult for missionaries to cultivate." These 
words set Klein's heart on fire with a desire to nurture 
Nagoya spiritually, and he said, "My mission is to choose 
the most difficult place and open up a road there, turning 
my ideals into reality."

Yokohama had a foreign settlement with missionaries and 
many other Americans and Europeans, and so evangelism 
flourished. But Nagoya was a city where Confucianism 
and Buddhism were strong and where many ancient 
Shinto shrines were located. Thus, people there valued 
the traditional religions, and many considered Christianity 
a dangerous cult. But Klein jumped headfirst into such a 
place. Nevertheless, the establishment of Nagoya Gakuin 
was a thorny path from the beginning.

On July 11, 1887, Aichi Anglo College was established. 
The plan was to recruit 50 students, but only 12 students 
showed up. The school building was a private house that 
had been remodeled. Klein was the school principal, 
and Yamane was in charge of administration. Shortly 
after the establishment of the school, Yamane said, "Mr. 
Klein, this is a school for teaching English. It would be 
problematic for us to teach Christianity. Not only does 
it go against my thinking but also we will be disliked by 
people." Yamane, who was a scholar of Chinese classics, 
understood the thinking of people in Nagoya. At that time, 
learning English was thought to be the first step to success 
in life, and many people were studying English. However, 
as Yamane told Klein, there were people who cherished 

traditional religion and thought that Christianity was 
unnecessary.

Furthermore, Klein was instructed by the prefectural Board 
of Education to "remove the Bible from the curriculum." 
The director of the prefectural Board of Education 
also instructed him, "It is forbidden to provide formal 
religious education to students who are 14 years of age or 
younger. If the school removes all religion classes from 
the curriculum, permission will be granted to open the 
school." Thus, Klein felt pressure from people both inside 
and outside the school. Nevertheless, Klein refused to 
back down even one step. He said, "Bible-based religious 
education will be practiced every day. Education is not just 
about teaching knowledge. We must also teach and nurture 
the mind. That is the reason for religion, and the reason for 
Christianity."

At the time, Ito Hirobumi was serving as the Prime 
Minister and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Japan. 
Klein sent a letter of appeal to Ito, requesting official 
recognition as a Christian school. The appeal was denied, 
but as a result of the appeal process, there was some 
correspondence with the prefectural Board of Education. 
On the application form, the word "Bible" was changed 
to "moral education" so that the prefectural government 
would not interfere with the religious education, and 
Nagoya Eiwa Gakko was officially recognized. Then 
Yamane and Klein went their separate ways. It was decided 
that the motto of Nagoya Eiwa Gakko education would be 
"Fear God; Love People."

On July 11, 1888, something very strange happened. 
The remodeled private house used as a school building 
collapsed. It was exactly one year after the school had 
opened, and fortunately no one was injured. As a result, 
Klein began working on constructing an actual school 
building. He went back to the USA temporarily in order to 
raise funds for construction. The construction of a Western-
style school building began in 1889. Klein returned to 
Nagoya in 1890, bringing with him the funds that he had 
gathered from the U.S. churches that had donated money 
for the school. When the Western-style school building was 
completed, it caught the attention of many people.

There are few clues that tell us how Klein taught both 
the Bible and the English language. According to one of 

(Cont'd on p.5)

Dr. Frederick Charles Klein, 
founder

Nagoya Gakuin's Emblem
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6th Global Inter-Religious Conference Held in Hiroshima
The 6th Global Inter-Religious Conference on Article 9 of 
Japan’s Constitution, the “peace” constitution, was held 
June 13-15 at the Hiroshima International Conference 
Center. Many Kyodan members, including Moderator 
Ishibashi Hideo, joined together with representatives from 
member churches of the National Christian Council in 
Japan, the Roman Catholic Church, the Orthodox churches, 
and several other Christian churches. Also represented were 
various Buddhist sects, such as the Jodo Shinshu Otani 
sect, the Honganji sect, the Nichiren Nihonzan Myohoji 
sect, and the Rissho Kosei-kai. Overseas participants were 
from Korea, China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Thailand, India, 
Germany, Australia, Canada, the UK, and the USA. In 
total, there were 250 attendees.

This approximately biennial conference took place this 
year at an International Conference Center located next 
to the Hiroshima Atomic Bomb Resource Center, which 
made the reality of atomic threats feel closer. After the 
recent adoption of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons at the United Nations, the historic handshake on 
the Korean Peninsula between the leaders of North Korea 
and South Korea, and the Singapore summit meeting 
between the leaders of North Korea and the USA, this 
conference opened amid circumstances that suggest to 
peace-seeking people of faith an advancement toward 
the true “proactive contribution to peace” proclaimed in 
the Preamble and Article 9 of Japan’s Constitution. And 
yet, this is also a time when the Abe cabinet is forcing on 
the Diet its political agenda, including the revision of the 
Preamble and Article 9.

The conference offered a diverse program, beginning 
with a keynote lecture by Mr. Yuasa Ichiro, founder and 
representative of the NGO Peace Depot, titled “Toward the 
Realization of Peace and a Nuclear-Free Zone in Northeast 
Asia,” testimonies of atomic bomb survivors, reports on the 
spread of military presence in Okinawa and Miyako Island, 
presentations from several overseas participants about 
initiatives for peace in their countries, and a final plenary 
session to complete a joint statement. It was a wonderful 

opportunity for people of different faiths to share deep 
prayers for peace.

Through this conference it was made clear that for Japan, 
Article 9 is not only an expression of our desire for 
safety and peace in our own country but also represents a 
solemn confession and promise to the world—especially 
to neighboring countries of Asia—that Japan will never 
again commit the mistake of invasion. Fittingly for such a 
“global” gathering of “religious persons,” we also affirmed 
the self-evident truth that the peace-seeking spirit of 
Article 9 is at the heart of each of our faiths. The words of 
a Buddhist participant, who said, “Our strong commitment 
to safeguard Article 9 must begin from repentance and 
confession” informed me that the deep confession and 
regret of our churches for their collaboration toward war is 
also present within the hearts of Buddhist followers.

In our last activity together, we gathered at the Atomic 
Bomb Memorial Mound to offer a litany of prayers, 
according to the tradition of each faith group represented. 

(Tr. DM)

                               —Akiyama Toru, general secretary

the first students of the school, Makino Yoshio, who later 
became famous in England as a painter, Klein educated 
the whole person and showed students a way of life that 
was full of love and deep faith. In 1893, people were sad 
to see Klein return to the USA to receive treatment for an 
illness. He had been in Nagoya for a period of less than six 
years, but because of the work for which he risked his life, 
"Nagoya Eiwa Gakko" (later "Nagoya Gakuin") was born 
and began to grow. After that, Klein was appointed to a 
position in the Methodist Protestant Church in America and 
devoted the rest of his life to serving God and humanity. 
In 1926, at his home in Berwyn, Maryland, he finished his 
work in this world and went to be with the Lord.

During the Meiji Era, several Christian schools like this 
one were founded throughout Japan due to the efforts of 
missionaries. By coming into contact with the character of 
these missionaries, many Japanese people were inspired 
to become Christians. The motto "Fear God; Love People" 
has been faithfully passed on for the past 130 years. At 
Nagoya Eiwa Gakko, Klein's way of living and his faith 
were continued by both students and faculty. Since that 
time, the baton of "Fear God Love People" has been passed 
along for 130 years until the present time. (Tr. KT)
    
                                         —Oyabu Hiroyasu, chaplain
                                        Nagoya Gakuin

(Cont'd from p.4)

The 250 attendees at the conference in Hiroshima, 
representing 12 countries
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Workplace Prayers of a Believer in his 20s
                                                                                             by Ono Hajime, employee
                                                                                       East Japan Railway Company
                                                                                       Member,  Mukaigawara Church, Kanagawa District
As a crew member in the metropolitan train network, I 
transport many lives. As I do not have many Sundays off, 
I cannot go to church very often, but I pray every day and 
give thanks to God.

I started working for the East Japan Railway Company in 
April three years ago, just after I graduated from university, 
and I am currently a crew member. My reason for choosing 
this job was not that I especially like trains. Rather, I felt 
that being part of a rail operation that routinely puts many 
people on trains and transports lives every day of the year 
would be a worthwhile job that I wanted to try.

I was baptized when I was a third-year university student, 
just as I was getting involved in job-hunting. I was born 
into a Christian home, and Christianity was always part of 
my life. As a small child, I grew up in the church, but when 
I was in elementary school I joined the local baseball club, 
and as I continued to be busy with baseball through junior 
high school and high school, I stopped being involved in 
church life.

When I went to Tokyo to attend university I didn’t look 
for a church. I wasn’t attending church anywhere, but 
then at my parents’ suggestion I visited one nearby. One 
of the members there asked me about my favorite Bible 
verse, and even though I had drifted away from church 
life, I automatically responded with 1 Thessalonians 5:16-
18: “Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all 
circumstances.” As a result of this, I started to think about 
being baptized.

This text is carved into a wooden plaque hanging in my 
home and is engraved in my mind. When these words left 
my mouth, I thought, “I am able to live as this text says. 
That’s because Jesus is walking with me, even when I’m 
not going to church.” After I was baptized, I attended 
church quite regularly until I started work, but once I was 
working, it became difficult to go. This has led to two 
changes in my attitude toward my faith.

The first change is that each worship service I can attend 
has become very important to me. For workers in the 
railway system, the days off in a week are not fixed. We 
have a system of rotating responsibilities much like shift 
work, which means that the days and the hours that we 
work are always changing. An early shift starts 4 a.m., 
and a late shift means working until 1 a.m. After being 
baptized, I felt that being involved in church life was 
important, so not being able to attend worship felt sinful 
and made me heavy-hearted. However, this means that 
every time I can attend, I concentrate fully on the service.

The second change is that the frequency of my prayers to 
God has increased because of my opportunities for direct 

contact with other people’s lives. I am currently working 
as a train conductor, so my duties include giving the signal 
for departure, opening and closing the doors, and making 
announcements in the train. In the midst of all this, I may 
also be involved in people’s lives.

The other day while I was working, someone bent on 
suicide entered a railroad crossing. Happily, that person 
survived without injury, but for the first time in my life, 
right before my eyes, I saw a person who had decided to 
die. I will never forget that terrified face for the rest of my 
life. Almost every day trains come to a halt because of a 
fatal accident somewhere on the line. I find it hard to think 
about the fact that this means not only that so many people 
have lost their lives but also that far more people are left 
grieving.

Before this happened, I already had the custom of praying, 
“Let me spend this day safely,” before starting work every 
day. There was no loss of life in this incident, but since 
then I have been praying not only for my own safety but 
for everyone else’s safety and for the safe running of the 
trains as well.

Of course, not every day is calm and peaceful. I make 
mistakes in my work, unpleasant things happen, and 
I encounter appalling scenes. So I often find myself 
tempted to think it is impossible to “Rejoice always, pray 
constantly, give thanks in all circumstances.” At such 
times, I look back and give thanks for the good things that 
have happened that day, and confess what I did wrong. 
Then I think of the next day, and pray that the next day will 
pass safely.

In the future, as I aim to become a driver and a transport 
manager, I want to keep on praying as I do my job. (Tr. SN)

—From Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend), May 2018 issue

The author, a train conductor, making announcements before 
a departure
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A men’s fellowship meets at our church every month. 
Seven years ago, we considered starting an event we could 
do throughout the year, and one of our members suggested 
holding a class on making noodles from scratch. As a 
result, we decided to form what we called a “somenkai” 
(noodle fellowship) separate from our sonenkai (men’s 
fellowship). [Ed. note: The character for “noodle,” 
pronounced “men,” was used instead of “nen” (year or age) 
to form this made-up word for a play-on-words effect.]

We generally hold our event on the third Sunday of the 
month, and from June to August we make soba noodles, 
while the rest of the year we make udon. [Ed. note: Soba 
noodles are thin and made of buckwheat flour, while 
udon noodles are thick and made of wheat flour.] Two of 
our members were experienced noodle-makers, so they 
serve as teachers, while the 6 “somenkai” members make 
noodles for 30 to 40 people each time.

For udon noodles, we gather an hour before the worship 
service to first knead the flour and press it down to the 
right thickness to let it set for awhile. After the service, we 
do the additional work of folding and cutting the dough to 
make the noodles. The children then take the noodles to the 
kitchen, where the women do the final preparation for the 
meal. For soba noodles, the process is a bit different, and 
we take about one hour after the service to make those. We 
eat the udon noodles hot in a soup with various toppings, 
and serve the soba noodles cold.

We now make the noodles more efficiently than when we 
began seven years ago, and the pastor and church members 

Church Topics
“Somenkai”: Seminar on Making Udon and Soba Noodles
                                                                                                                 by Ushiki Keiichi, member
                                                                                                        Kakamigahara Church, Chubu District

along with any guests enjoy the meal after church. As soba 
noodles are rather thin and difficult to cut properly, taking 
quite a bit of time, the church purchased a special cutting 
board for making noodles. We store it at the church, and 
various members contribute to provide the ingredients 
each week. Thus, the “somenkai” exists with the help and 
cooperation of the pastor and church members. It has been 
a great encouragement to our team for everyone to say how 
delicious the noodles are.

Through this activity, the fellowship of our sonenkai as a 
whole has certainly deepened, and from February 2017, we 
added a new activity, which is to hold a cooking class for 
men on the third Wednesday of every month. It’s entitled, 
“Let’s prepare a simple meal and eat together.” We’d like 
to continue to increase our activities in the future. (Tr. TB)

From Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend), May, 2018 issue

The Uniting Church in Australia convened its 15th triennial 
assembly, July 8-14, at Box Hill Town Hall, located 20 
kilometers east of Melbourne. As the Kyodan Executive 
Council met on July 9, I was only able to attend the assembly 
from Wednesday morning, July 11. When I first arrived at the 
assembly, I was surprised that there seemed to be no paper 
documents. The approximately 260 assembly delegates had all 
downloaded the assembly documents on their smart phones or 
computers and were looking at the agenda items.

The reception desk, however, was not paperless. There was 
one sheet of A4-size paper entitled "Key People at Assembly," 
on the front and back of which were the names and titles of 
15 key people, along with photographs of their faces. Of the 
15 people, 11 were women. Seated on the platform were the 
president (equivalent to “moderator” in the Kyodan), vice-
president, general secretary, and assembly chairperson, all 
of whom are women. When considering the reality of the 
Kyodan, the Kyodan is admittedly out of balance in the 
opposite way that this assembly was out of balance. In the 
entire history of the Kyodan, there has been only one woman 
who served in one of the four positions of moderator, vice-
moderator, secretary, and general secretary.

Of all the proceedings, the most time spent on any one issue 
was on that of same-sex marriage. The Uniting Church in 
Australia has been talking about this matter for the past 
30 years. In the assembly hall, guests from overseas were 
distributed among the tables of the delegates. The delegate 
sitting next to me, who was absolutely against same-sex 
marriage, told me that if this resolution was passed more 
than 100 churches might leave the Uniting Church. Same-
sex marriage became legally recognized in Australia last year, 
and perhaps that fact had a strong effect. In any case, the 
resolution was passed. After returning to Japan, I saw on the 
church website the comment made by President Dr. Deidre 
Palmer. Her comment also gave enough consideration to the 
point of view of the people who oppose same-sex marriage.
On Thursday, there was a study tour to the Narana 
Aborignal Cultural Centre, which lasted half the day. 
We had some time to learn about the culture and eating 
habits of the Aboriginal Australians. A dinner party 
was held that evening at St. Andrew's Church, near the 
assembly hall, for the members of the executive office 
and the guests from overseas. The whole agenda was six 
days long. Perhaps the long agenda made it possible to 
ensure that there was enough time for fellowship. (Tr. KT)

Slicing the dough on the 
special board for cutting 
noodles

Uniting Church In Australia Holds 15th Triennial Assembly
                                                                                                               by Kato Makoto, Kyodan executive secretary

Stretching out dough for 
udon a f ter  the  worsh ip 
service
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Kyodan Executives Attend District Annual Assemblies

Responsibility for Actions During World War II” and the 
district’s basic policies should be included.

I was also reminded of the fact that the Kyodan, as 
the “United Church of Christ in Japan,” is still in the 
process of “uniting,” as can be seen in the rather large 
differences between the various districts, and the fact 
that we are not really united as we continue to seek the 
foundation upon which our community of faith needs to 
stand. “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace. There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you 
were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God 
and Father of all, who is over all and through all and 
in all.” (Eph. 4:3-6) This faith and this hope are still in 
progress towards completion.

I am encouraged when I see the healthy operation of 
districts as they perform the ceremonies associated with 
ordination and licensing, where those being ordained 
or licensed tell of their calling from God and their 
dedication of their lives in God’s service. As these 
ecclesiastical functions of the districts are performed, 
I sense the outworking of the Spirit of God in visible 
form. (Tr. TB)

                              —Akiyama Toru, general secretary
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Every year during April,  May and June, all 17 
Kyodan districts hold their annual assemblies. The 
four executive officers of the Kyodan, including 
Moderator Ishibashi Hideo, share the task of being 
present at each district annual assembly, where the one 
attending gives presentations on the issues facing the 
Kyodan as a whole, while also listening to the various 
concerns of each district. As this is the year in which 
the Kyodan General Assembly will be held, we also 
took the opportunity to explain the basic points of the 
topics scheduled for debate: evangelism promotion 
and structural revision. In accordance with the “Basic 
Policy of Kyodan Evangelism Promotion,” the structural 
revision of the Kyodan will be consistent with the three 
principles of the movement to revivify evangelism 
throughout the entire Kyodan, namely “Praying together, 
proclaiming together and offering ourselves together.”

Also, it is our intent to reduce expenses drastically 
through several measures, including cutting in half 
the number of delegates to the general assembly and 
reviewing the operations of the Kyodan headquarters. 
Likewise,  we aim to  integrate  the mission of 
evangelism, social action, education, etc. into the 
Board of Evangelism. The present situation is that 
churches in general must deal with a dwindling and 
aging membership, with fewer young people. This is 
particularly true in rural churches, where many have 
difficulty supporting a full-time pastor. As the largest 
Protestant denomination in Japan, the Kyodan is being 
challenged to strengthen its network of churches, and 
to that end, the issues of revitalizing evangelism and 
strengthening mutual support and solidarity are critical. 
These will all be discussed and debated this October at 
the Kyodan General Assembly.

Most outstanding at the district annual assemblies I 
attended were the discussions at the beginnings of 
the assemblies concerning whether or not the Kyodan 
Confession of Faith should be recited in the opening 
worship services and at ordination and licensing 
ceremonies. There was also some debate about 
whether a reading of the 1967 “Kyodan Confession of 
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