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The Kyodan sent General Secretary Nagasaki Tetsuo 
and Executive Secretary for Ecumenical Ministries Kato 
Makoto on official visits to churches in North America that 
previously had related to the Kyodan through the former 
Japan-North American Commission on Cooperative 
Mission (JNAC). This opportunity was precipitated by 
the invitation of Xiaoling Zhu, area executive for East 
Asia/Pacific of the Common Global Ministries Board 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the 
United Church of Christ, to attend the Asia Pacific Forum, 
Jan. 29-30, in New York. Even though the Kyodan has 
concluded cooperative mission agreements with the 
Reformed Church in America and the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), communications with churches in North America 
following the 2004 dissolution of JNAC had weakened 
considerably, so this was a good opportunity to improve 
that situation. Likewise, it was also an opportunity both 
to express our thankfulness for their contributions to the 
relief effort following the East Japan Disaster as well as to 
request the various boards to send educational missionaries 
to Christian schools in Japan.

The Kyodan executives first called on the headquarters 
of the United Church of Canada in Toronto. General 
Secretary Kim Byung Ho of the Presbyterian Church 
of Canada and Heo Bae Kki, secretary of the Korean 
Christian Church in Japan, joined us for our visit, and we 
shared with each other the issues facing the respective 
churches.

As our arrival in New York, our next destination, was 
delayed one day because of heavy snow, we regretfully 
had to cancel our planned visits to the Anglican Church 
and some other appointments on the day before the Forum, 
but we were able to participate in the Forum as scheduled. 
The conclusion we reached was that it would be very 
helpful for the Kyodan to participate actively in the Asia 
Pacific Forum as it is a structure that can help replace the 
defunct JNAC. The common and urgent issue felt by all 
was how to nurture the next generation of leadership. As a 
step towards that goal, a large-scale youth conference (for 
14 to 18 year-olds) is scheduled to be held, beginning July 
26, 2016 in the United States, and we were requested to 
send ten youth from the Kyodan.

On Sunday Feb. 1, we attended the Union Japanese 
Church of Westchester’s worship service and had a time 
of fellowship with missionary Nishikawa Akimitsu, who 
started his new assignment at the end of last year, and with 
members of the church.

On Monday we visited the headquarters of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
where we were hosted by Area Secretary Zhu. Surprisingly, 
the staff in the room next to the pension bureau specializes 
in investment, and it seems they are able to enjoy a profit 
equivalent to ten percent annual interest. We next visited 
the UCC headquarters in Cleveland, Ohio on Wednesday 
and then PC(USA) headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky on 
Thursday. The UCC headquarters is in a building directly 
connected to a hotel, which the church operates. However, 
the church intends to sell the building, including the 
hotel, within two years and move to a building that can be 
operated at less expense. The strategy is to use the money 
gained from the sale to promote mission work actively. (Tr. 
KY)
 
                                    —Kato Makoto, executive secretary

Kyodan Executives Visit Churches in North America

Lft.-rt.:  Kyodan General Secretary Nagasaki Tetsuo, KCCJ 
General Secretary Kim Byung Ho, UCC General Secretary Nora 
Sanders, and PROK Genral Secretary Bae Tae Jin
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           Recovery Progress Four Years after the East Japan Disaster
                                                                                                            by Iijima Makoto, executive secretary
                 　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Kyodan East Japan Disaster Relief Projects

Introduction
【Church & Parsonage Reconstruction】(through domestic 
contributions)

There were 81 congregations that received funding to repair 
damage caused by the March 11, 2011 disaster: 43 in Tohoku 
District, 10 in Ou District, 27 in Kanto District, and one in 
Tokyo District. 

As of Feb. 28, 2015 there are 29 congregations that have 
received support and an additional four that are scheduled 
to receive support, for a combined total of 34 churches. 
Already 446,148,429 yen has been dispersed with another 
150 million yen expected to be dispersed. Along with aid, 20 
congregations have received loans; loans have also been made 
to two preschools and one institution. A total of 255,505,500 
yen in loans has been made available through the Church 
Mutual Aid fund, and it is anticipated that four more churches 
will be receiving loans of 100 million yen each.

1. Emmaus Sendai & Ishinomaki (support from United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), Evangelical 
Mission in Solidarity (EMS), Reformed Church in America 
(RCA), & Kyodan)

【History】In the immediate aftermath of the March 11, 2011 
earthquake and tsunami, Tohoku District created the Emmaus 
Relief Center. Youth from all over Japan came to the center to 
volunteer, distributing food and supplies as well as assisting 
with repairs, rebuilding, and the removal of rubble. In 2013, 
Emmaus Sendai began work on the restoration of agriculture 
through planting and harvesting. At the same time, in 
Ishinomaki, restoration of the fishing industry began through 
helping with the seeding of oyster beds and the harvest of 
kelp. So far, there have been a total of 6,669 volunteers. 

【2015 Activity Plan】Work will be focused on the needs 
of the residents in temporary housing. “Ochakko Salon,” 
a tea-time fellowship ministry, is being used to provide an 
atmosphere in which these residents can find relaxation and 
hope through conversation and fellowship.

2.Heartful Kamaishi (support from EMS, UMCOR, mission 
21, & Kyodan)

【History】This work began in February 2012, when four 
Ochakko Salons were opened at four temporary housing 
complexes in the city of Kamaishi. Currently work is 
continuing at 14 locations, including 12 temporary housing 
complexes and one reconstruction housing area. As of Feb. 
28, 2015, a total of 9,105 people have participated in these 
gatherings. 

【2015 Activity Plan】Four years have passed since the 
disaster. The Ochakko Salon now features arts and crafts. 
Other activities include weeding and picking up fallen leaves 
around the temporary housing units and visiting individual 
residences.

3.Little Lambs Camp (support from UMCOR, EMS, RCA, 
and Kyodan)

【History】The first“Little Lambs Camp” was held at the 
Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA) Yamanaka 
Lodge in January 2012. The intent was to take children and 
families who lived within close proximity to the Fukushima 
Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant away from the radioactivity in 
their environment. In January 2013, through an invitation 
from the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan (PCT), we also began 
having camps in Taiwan. In cooperation with the YMCA, we 
have had 13 camps in Japan as well as 3 camps in Taiwan.

【2015 Activity Plan】Six camps are planned for 2015. Each 
camp will have 25 participants, with priority being given to 
those who have yet to participate.

4.Disaster Relief Concert (support from the Federation of 
Swiss Churches, RCA, Kyodan, and several individuals.)

【History】In January 2013, the first Disaster Relief Concert 
was held in Ishinomaki. Since then there have been six more 
concerts in Sendai, Natori, Iwaki, Tono, Kamaishi, and 
Ishinomaki. The performances have been held at churches, 
supermarkets, preschools, temporary housing complexes, and 
private homes. The performers are primarily from the New 
Japan Philharmonic Orchestra. 

【2015 Activity Plan】Plans are being made for spring, 
summer, fall and winter concerts. 

Conclusion
Each project is both initiated and brought to its conclusion 
through prayer. It is through being led by prayer that we 
receive the power to accomplish the work with which we have 
been entrusted.

In addition to prayer, we have received much support for our 
work through our fellowship with partners from overseas. 
UMCOR, EMS, PCT, along with RCA and Mission 21 have 
given us much support throughout this journey of recovery. 
Without the funding from these organizations, we would not 
have been able to accomplish the work we have done. Truly 
I am not fully able to express my gratitude for this invaluable 
support. (Tr. AKO)

Facility of the "Concert for Elderly People" who experienced the 
disaster in Iwaki City, Fukushima

Making rice balls to eat in Sendai
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Unity of Faith: The Key to Growth in Mission    
          　　　　　　　                                  by Sasaki Michio, Kyodan vice-moderator, pastor of Shizuoka Church

At the 39th biennial Kyodan General Assembly in 2014, I 
was elected vice-moderator. Upon taking this responsibility, 
I have been asked to express my hopes and aspirations in 
this article. As I said at the assembly after I was elected: 
“For someone like me to be elected to this position brings 
a sense of apprehension, but I accept this responsibility as 
God’s will and will exercise my duties faithfully. I am well 
aware of my responsibility to support the moderator, and I 
will make every effort to do so.”

Having served as vice-moderator for the 36th Kyodan 
General Assembly period (2008-10), this will be my second 
term. Four years have passed since my first term, and the 
situation within the Kyodan has changed. The reality is that 
I am starting my work as vice-moderator with some sense 
of perplexity, but I hope to fulfill my responsibilities with 
the help of Moderator Ishibashi Hideo and other Kyodan 
officials and staff.

When I was elected to this position four years ago, I was 
asked to share my hopes and aspirations at that time, too. 
However, rather than sharing my hopes and aspirations, I 
wrote the following: “The immediate need of the Kyodan is 
to determine where it can find unity amidst the deepening 
confusion and problems within the Kyodan. Unity in our 
faith, confirming our ordination system, and fruitful service 
and witness are paths that will lead to the solution of these 
problems. During this term, finding unity in our faith is the 
key task facing the Kyodan.”

The theme for our 2014 General Assembly was “Building 
an Evangelistic Kyodan–Promoting Evangelism Based 
in a Unified Faith.” Moderator Ishibashi has continued 
his efforts to promote a “Kyodan that is on fire for 
evangelism,” and we must now move to the next stage, 
accompanied by an even deeper commitment and united 
faith. Of course, this entails unity in our understanding of 
the sacraments and ordination system as well.

At the opening worship of our Kyodan Assembly, Rev. 
Kishita Nobuyo, referring to words from Isaiah 40, 

reminded us that in “Building an Evangelistic Kyodan,” 
we need a faith that puts its “hope in the Lord.” On that 
first Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit gave birth to the 
Church, the news of salvation through God’s great gift of 
Jesus Christ was preached. Indeed, the power to preach the 
Gospel and continue the “birthing” of the Church starts 
with putting our hope in God’s Holy Spirit.

Four years ago I wrote the following. “On one side, 
the Kyodan is facing the difficult reality of an aging 
membership and a decline in the number of younger people 
in our congregations. Every church is facing difficulties 
as it engages in evangelism and the development of the 
local church. If this current trend continues, statistics make 
it clear what the situation will be like in ten years. As we 
move into the future, there is no solution other than to 
continue in prayer and evangelistic outreach.”

“At that time, the content of our faith as the Church will 
no doubt have great meaning and prove to be the power 
we need. During this term, I hope to gain an awareness 
of where the members of our churches are in their faith 
journeys.” 

When the Kyodan as a denomination and each individual 
church affirm a united faith, find joy in their faith, and join 
together in prayer, we will find unity and growth in our 
mission. The powerful work of the Holy Spirit will be with 
us. My belief in this is as strong now as it was four years 
ago.

Beginning this biennium, we will administer our 
“Evangelism Fund.” We are also continuing the various 
relief efforts related to the East Japan Disaster. As our 
churches recognize the mission the Lord has given the 
Kyodan, we will join related schools and social agencies 
and continue to respond to what the Lord is entrusting us to 
do. Although I lack power as an individual, I will “hope in 
the Lord.” (Tr. JS)

               —From Shinpo (The Kyodan Times), No. 4813

The second Executive Council meeting of the 39th biennial 
Kyodan General Assembly period was a special session 
held on Feb. 10, 2015 at the Japan Evangelical Lutheran’s 
Tokyo Church, with 29 members in attendance.* 

As this was an extraordinary meeting, there were only four 
agenda items: determining subsidies for evangelism, work 
on remodeling the Japan Christian Center building to bring 
it up to earthquake standards, the selection of an Executive 
Committee member, and continued relief efforts related to 
the East Japan earthquake.

At the beginning of the meeting, Moderator Ishibashi 
Hideo reported that a prayer meeting had taken place 
on January 29 on behalf of the Japanese hostages being 
held by ISIS in Syria. With respect to the subsidies for 
evangelism, applications were received from 14 districts. 
At the subcommittee meeting on Feb. 6, each application 
was reviewed and all were accepted, with the total 
subsidies for all of the programs amounting to 51,253,000 
yen.

Of the total planned budget for the earthquake retrofitting 
of the Japan Christian Center building, which is expected 
to be 280 million yen, it was decided that the Kyodan’s 
upper limit for its portion of the cost would be 60 million 
yen but that it would also loan the building maintenance 
union an additional amount of up to 40 million yen.

Regarding the selection of a new Executive Committee 
member, Sugimori Yoko was chosen to replace a member 
who had resigned after being elected to the ten-member 
committee at the first Executive Council meeting. It was 
also decided to provide funds for the rebuilding of churches 
and parsonages that were damaged due to the East Japan 
Disaster in the form of loans totaling 200 million yen from 
the denomination’s church building fund, with repayment 
over a 15-year period. Executive Secretary Iijima Makoto 
reported that for fiscal years 2015 and 2016, a total of 350 
million yen was budgeted for ongoing relief efforts, and 
loans would be necessary for that purpose. (Tr. TB)
                                     —Kato Makoto, executive secretary

*Due to the limited space in the temporary headquarters 
building, this nearby church is sometimes rented. 

Executive Council Focuses on Current Financial Concerns
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Clarify the Church’s Self-image to Prepare to Call a Pastor

Naito Tomeyuki, previous general secretary of the Kyodan 
and retired minister of the Kyodan, as interviewed by Omura 
Naoko, chair of The Believers’ Friend editoriarl committe 
and a member of Mita Church in Tokyo, seeking his advice 
on the subject of conducting pastoral interviews

Naito:   Originally, the Kyodan was formed out of 
over 30 denominations with various traditions. Even 
in regard to ministerial staffing, policies varied in the 
original denominations: the Methodists and others had an 
appointment system; the Presbyterian and the Congregational 
denominations had an invitation system. For example, in the 
Methodists’ appointment system, personnel matters were 
handled in accordance with the appointments of the bishop. 
Pastors and laity could not make decisions by themselves. 
Through unification, the churches with such a background 
switched over to the invitation system. Today, even after 
a span of 70 years since the establishment of the Kyodan, 
it cannot be said that the invitation system issue has been 
fully instituted. In Japanese, the characters for the word 
“invitation” in this sense are those used especially when an 
envoy sent by a king is received with the greatest courtesy. 
As I understand the use of these characters, Jesus Christ, who 
is the Lord of the church, sends the pastor as the envoy of 
the Gospel, who is received by the church with the greatest 
courtesy. This is different from the general employment 
concerns of companies. I would like to see both parties 
confirm well what the invitation system is and afterwards, 
with humility and prayer and discretion, do the right thing. If 
there is a firm understanding, many of the problems will be 
solved.

Interviewer:  The pastor may have a sense of mission and 
go to the next post, but the church members may not share 
that understanding. At times, they may also feel as though 
they have been abandoned.

Naito: The pastor is always subject to being transferred. 
Thus, while the pastor is in a specific church, he or she must 
communicate that “your Lord is Christ, so when the time 
comes, the pastor must leave.” The church’s journey cannot 
be completed in the lifetime of the pastor. There are persons 
who run long distances and persons who run short distances, 
which is good. There is no possibility that one pastor has 
been given all the gifts. I think I would like lay people to 
keep this in mind. They need to avoid faultfinding through 
comparison to a previous minister.

Interviewer:  Searching for a new pastor places a heavy 
burden on the members of a church. It would seem to be 
a good thing for them to have help from the district and 
subdistrict.

Naito:  The Kyodan Bylaws, Article 113, states: “Speak 
to the district personnel affairs division.” Someone in 
the district is to be the contact person for personnel, who 
can give advice, but there are districts where this office 
is not functioning or is not even set up. There is also the 
Commission on the Ministry at the Kyodan level that 
includes a service provision for “matters related to personnel 
exchange.” It would be good if these provisions were 
functioning, but in reality that is not the case. In districts 

where there is strong cooperation, these needs will be 
addressed. But where that does not exist, consulting with a 
seminary, depending on relationships within churches tied 
to the original denomination, or just seeking the advice of 
a minister with a large number of connections may be the 
only source of real help. In addition to problems related to 
the system, there is something else that is very important. 
This is that the constituency issuing the invitation is the 
local church. The Kyodan Bylaws, Article 106, stipulates: 
“The local church will be the one to give the invitation to 
the minister responsible for that church,” so the one issuing 
the invitation is the local church. I will offer three points to 
help clarify this matter. 1) What has the church treasured in 
its formation heritage, and on what kind of traditions is it 
based? 2) What kind of situation is it in today? 3) What kind 
of church is envisioned for the future? I am hoping that the 
church members will discuss these three points and come to 
a common understanding.

Interviewer:  So, while the pastoral candidate will present 
his or her own resume, the church, from its side, must also 
indicate its basic aims in concrete terms as well.

Naito:  It is important to decide carefully the details of 
the invitation. 1) When will the pastor arrive? 2) What are 
the duties? In a situation where there is a kindergarten or 
an institution, are there duties there? 3) Where will the 
pastor live? 4) What is the salary? For example, are utilities 
included, etc.; these details must be reviewed and decided. 5) 
How long is the term of service? In the case of an invitation, 
stipulating the term of service is not that common, and so 
determining if it will or will not be stipulated is important. 
In addition, there are the issues of the sacraments and church 
government, etc. No matter how careful the church is, a 
mismatch may arise. I think that if the church is thrown into 
confusion, the pastor must take responsibility and resign, 
saying: “My work as pastor and my evangelism was not 
sufficient.” However, if it is a matter central to the Gospel, 
that’s a different matter. Nevertheless, in many of the actual 
cases that have arisen, various misunderstandings on even 
small matters, together with a lack of consideration, is the 
root of the problem. The cause is often related to the pastor’s 
adaptability. What I am seriously thinking is that the pastor’s 
prayer life is insufficient. That may seem very harsh, but the 
number of pastors who make others aware of their humility, 
prudence, and spirituality is decreasing. To begin with, I 
think that both pastors and laity must be nourished by the 
Holy Spirit, as it all starts from there!

Interviewer:  At the pastor’s installation ceremony, the 
pastor and the church members make a promise before God. 
Focusing on prayer and returning to that starting point is 
important. Lastly, please give us some advice for churches 
without pastors and churches with part-time pastors.

Naito:  Do not give up hope. That, and give one another 
support. I hope the care of the small churches in central 
towns in rural areas will be kept in mind. I hope that the large 
churches might always be mindful of the small churches to 
which they have given birth. (Tr. RT)

   —From Shinto no Tomo (Believer’s Friend), February 2015 issue
                    Summarized by KNL Editor Kawakami Yoshiko
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Calling a pastor, as viewed in Anne of Green Gables
                                                                                                              by Kawakami Yoshiko, pastor
          　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 Okubo Church, Tokyo District
                                                                                                                   Editor, KNL Editorial Committee

Anne of Green Gables* was translated into Japanese 
by Muraoka Hanako and published shortly after World 
War II under the title Akage no An (Red-haired Anne). 
It has been a very popular novel, and since the life of its 
translator was made into a drama in 2014, its popularity 
has risen once again.

Originally written by Canadian author Lucy Maud 
Montgomery (1874-1942), this novel and its sequels 
include numerous episodes relating to the choosing of 
a pastor for the town church, ranging from hilarious 
scenes to ones filled with irony. In the first of the series, 
shortly after Anne comes to live with Marilla and 
Matthew Cuthbert as an 11-year-old orphan, there are a 
series of scenes in which Anne shares her frank thoughts 
about the pastoral candidates. Following the retirement 
of the former pastor, there were several candidates who 
came to be evaluated for the position. Shortly before 
the new pastor and his wife, Rev. and Mrs. Allan, are 
invited to a welcoming tea, 12-year-old Anne shares her 
thoughts with Uncle Matthew, who was the first to really 
take a liking to Anne after her arrival. His younger sister, 
Marilla, was quite an austere woman, and even though 
she had her own opinions, she did not express them—a 
point that shows the author’s superior sense of balance.

Concerning the former pastor, Rev. Bentley, who 
was retiring due to old age, Anne said that he has no 
imagination. However, he was described as one for 
whom most “had the affection born of long interaction 
with their good old minister, in spite of his shortcomings 
as an orator.” Following his retirement, Anne shared her 
feelings with Matthew, as she felt safe in being frank 
with him. “Since then the Avonlea church had enjoyed 
a variety of religious dissipation in listening to the 
many and various candidates and ‘supplies’ who came 
Sunday after Sunday to preach on trial. These stood or 
fell by the judgment of the fathers and mothers in Israel; 
but a certain small, red-haired girl who sat meekly 
in the corner of the old Cuthbert pew also had her 
opinions about them and discussed the same in full with 
Matthew.” (I recall being particularly interested in this 
as a child growing up in a pastor’s family and how there 
were various ways of choosing a pastor.)

So, 12-year-old Anne gives her evaluation of six 
candidates. “I don’t think Mr. Smith would have done, 
Matthew,” was Anne’s final summing up. “Mrs. Lynde 
says his delivery was so poor, but I think his worst fault 
was just like Mr. Bentley’s he had no imagination. And 
Mr. Terry had too much; ...Besides Mrs. Lynde says his 
theology wasn’t sound. Mr. Gresham was a very good 
man and a very religious man, but he told too many 
funny stories and made the people laugh in church; 

he was undignified, and you must have some dignity 
about a minister, mustn’t you, Matthew? I thought Mr. 
Marshall was decidedly attractive; but Mrs. Lynde 
says he isn’t married, or even engaged, . . .she says it 
would never do to have a young unmarried minister in 
Avonlea, because he might marry in the congregation 
and that would make trouble. . . . I’m very glad they’ve 
called Mr. Allan. I liked him because his sermon was 
interesting and he prayed as if he meant it and not just as 
if he did it because he was in the habit of it. Mrs. Lynde 
says he isn’t perfect, but she says she supposes we 
couldn’t expect a perfect minister for seven hundred and 
fifty dollars a year, and anyhow his theology is sound.”

There are, of course, other people’s thoughts and 
opinions expressed in the novel, but I will omit those. 
Five years later, when the well-liked Rev. Allan and his 
wife leave for another church, there is another scene in 
which Anne laments about the next group of candidates 
to her close friend Diana. Also, later in the series, there 
is another episode in which a widowed pastor with many 
children, but who seems to care only about his sermons, 
gets remarried. 

The author, Lucy Montgomery, herself married a 
minister of the Presbyterian Church of Canada by the 
name of Ewan Macdonald. Even though she had her 
own struggles with faith, in all of her works the main 
characters are all associated with the Presbyterian 
Church. Whenever she is just referring to “church,” 
it is always Presbyterian, and so whenever other 
denominations such as Methodist, Baptist, and Anglican 
are mentioned, the full name of the church is given, such 
as Whitesands Baptist Church. Likewise, whether the 
preacher at the various churches is a regular pastor or an 
itinerating evangelist is made plain, and the descriptions 
she gives paint a picture of the differences in church 
life and social standing of the congregants during that 
age in Canada. The time of World War I (1914-1918) 
is the setting of the last in the series, and thus the entire 
series is set in the context of the Presbyterian Church 
of Canada in the latter part of the 19th century into 
the early 20th century. Being fiction, of course, there 
may be some dramatization of the actual situation, 
but Montgomery depicts the kinds of ministers and 
spouses, along with the expectations of parishioners, 
during a time of more than 100 years ago. I wonder how 
differently it would be presented in today’s world. (Tr. 
TB)
___________________
*Anne of Green Gables published by YEARING, an imprint 
of Random House Children’s Books a division of Random 
House, Inc., New York
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Our Need for Tradition and Reformation
                                                                                                          by Wayne Jansen, missionary

                              　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Tokyo Union Theological Seminary

It goes without saying that history shapes one’s 
identity, and this is definitely true for Christians. 
I was born to parents who were members of the 
Reformed Church in America. Naturally, I knew 
nothing about my family’s traditions or the traditions 
of their church when I was newly born, but slowly 
through the process of growing up with them, the 
traditions became a part of my religious persona as 
well. There are indeed people who have compared 
several Christian denominations before choosing 
to belong to a particular one, but in my case, I 
inherited the denomination of which I am a part 
from my immediate ancestors whom I respected.

The majority of the people in the area of my 
home state of Wisconsin were descendants of 
German and Polish immigrants and therefore 
were generally members of Roman Catholic or 
Lutheran churches. So I was a religious minority 
of sorts. One day in fifth grade, my elementary 
school teacher asked the members of our class to 
tell what denomination they belonged to. Virtually 
everyone in the classroom said they belonged to 
a Catholic or Lutheran church, but when I said I 
belonged to the Reformed Church, everyone looked 
bewildered. Many had never even heard of such a 
church, including my teacher. After that experience, 
the question of why there were so many differing 
denominations became an issue for me. For a child 
who had not yet studied theology, it seemed strange 
to me that there would be so many denominations 
if the body of Christ was one. For that reason, I felt 
that what was most important for me was not my 
personally affiliated denomination but whether or 
not I knew or was following Christ.

In 1992, I was sent to Japan as a Reformed Church 
in America missionary. Knowing that over 90% of 
the Japanese people did not know Christ, I wished 
to share my faith with them so that even a few may 
know Christ through my witness. I was blessed 
with the experience of being introduced to many 
Kyodan churches in Japan. Most of the churches 
had fewer than 100 members, so I appreciated the 
family atmosphere they had. However, I remember 
thinking of how so many churches were made up 
of a high proportion of elderly people and a low 
number of children, so I became concerned about 
the future of these churches. The issue of what 

would remain of these churches in the late 21st 
century caused me to feel quite anxious. 

Considering this problem, reversing the trend of 
waning membership is perhaps one of the most 
pressing problems for the Kyodan at present. While 
I am very thankful for the many traditions I have 
discovered in various Kyodan churches, I have 
become aware of the urgent need to focus attention 
not only on the desires of the people worshiping at 
the church but also on the nonbelievers and children 
who are outside the church doors. We have to ask 
the questions of why there are few newcomers and 
what would make people outside the church see it 
as a place of which they would love to be a part.

When considering tradition and reformation, we 
must first consider what things must be preserved. 
I believe those things to be the Confession of Faith, 
Liturgy, biblically based sermons, hymns and 
worship songs, prayer, and of course, fellowship in 
the Holy Spirit. All churches have different styles 
and ways of worshiping, but we must ask through 
prayer what kinds of ministries God is wishing us 
to partake in for the present society in which God 
has placed us. It is not easy to say concretely what 
exactly must be changed, but we must have a spirit 
of wanting to change according to God’s will to 
accomplish God’s purpose. This does not mean that 
we simply pray for God to support our ideas and 
plans, but that in prayer we open our ears to hear 
God’s voice so we can know how God wants us 
to proceed and what God wants us to do: in other 
words, focusing not on how we want to change but 
on how God wants us to change.

I am very thankful for the great number of brothers 
and sisters in Christ that the Kyodan has given 
me. Beyond the year 2020, I have a vision for a 
lively church working diligently to please God and 
accomplish God’s work in this world. Reformation 
is not easy as it sometimes means giving up things 
that are important to us, but it is necessary in order 
to bless the people of Japan and the world and to 
build a greater church. Let us pray together that 
we will learn to seek God’s will and put it first to 
establish God’s Kingdom in this land.
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The Three Founders of Tohoku Gakuin
Foreign Missionaries from the early period of modern Japan who contributed to the 
establishment of Sendai Theological Seminary (currently Tohoku Gakuin University) 

The Tokugawa clan ruled Japan for almost 250 years, a 
period marked by the exclusion of Christianity and the 
promulgation of edicts banning its practice. The period 
came to an end when U.S. Navy Commodore Matthew 
Calbraith Perry led several U.S. ships into Japanese waters 
and demanded that Japan open itself up to the West. This 
led to the establishment of the Meiji government, and 
that soon resulted in the removal of the edicts banning 
Christianity, thereby allowing missionaries to begin public 
ministry. Many promising Japanese youth gathered around 
the evangelistic centers that were formed around Japan. 

At one of the mission centers, later referred to as the 
“Yokohama Band,” a 22-year old student named Oshikawa 
Masayoshi became a Christian. With his sights set on 
becoming an evangelist to the Tohoku district in the 
northern part of Japan, Oshikawa became actively involved 
in evangelistic work in Sendai. In 1886 Rev. William 
Edwin Hoy, a missionary from the German Reformed 
Church in the United States of America, arrived in Sendai 
and teamed up with Oshikawa to launch a small seminary 
for training Japanese pastors. The school was named 
Sendai Theological Seminary. Hoy and Oshikawa also 
helped start a school for girls, Miyagi Women’s School, 
which eventually became Miyagi Gakuin Women’s 
University. 

Hoy was born in Pennsylvania in 1858. After graduating 
from Franklin and Marshall College and Lancaster 
Theological Seminary, Hoy was appointed as a missionary 
by the German Reformed Church in the USA and sailed for 
Japan in 1885. After founding the seminary in Sendai, Hoy 
and Oshikawa were joined by a new arrival the following 
year, Rev. David Bowman Schneder. Hoy was immediately 
burdened with numerous and varied responsibilities but 
was involved in many evangelistic activities, including 
publication of the English bimonthly magazine “Japan 
Evangelist” from 1893. But he also suffered from asthma, 
a condition that led him to leave Sendai for a three-month 
health furlough in Shanghai in 1898. After traveling up the 
Yangtze River to Hankow, however, he decided to begin 
mission work in Hunan Province. Resigning from his 
work with the Japanese mission, Hoy eventually settled at 
Yochow in 1900. For 25 years Hoy was at the center of a 
rapidly developing program of schools for boys and girls, 
evangelistic outstations, and medical work. His life as a 
foreign missionary came to an end at the age of 69 while 
he was on his way back to the USA.  

Sendai Theological Seminary began with two staff 
members and six students. The school grew the following 
year, with the additions of Schneder and several more 
students. At that point (1891), as it added junior and senior 
high schools and continued to expand into a full-fledged 
school, the name of the school was changed to Tohoku 
Gakuin. A new school building constructed of red bricks 
provided a relaxed and comfortable atmosphere for both 
students and staff. (Appropriately but also affectionately, 
the building was later referred to as the “red brick school 
building.”) A library was also established in the new 
building and named after Rudolf Kelker, a treasurer of the 
German Reformed Church. 

Oshikawa was actively involved in evangelistic activities 
in several places, so he decided to hand over administration 

of the school to Schneder, who became the second 
principal of the school. A few years later, following Hoy’s 
departure for China, Schneder devoted himself fully to 
educational work at Tohoku Gakuin, a work to which he 
dedicated himself for the next 35 years as he transformed a 
small private school into a Christian college. Furthermore, 
that Christian college eventually became the large Christian 
university it is today, a school with the highest number of 
students of any Christian university in northern Japan. It 
presently has 12,000 students, ranging from kindergarten 
through graduate school.

David Bowman Schneder was born in 1857, one year 
earlier than Hoy. Like Hoy, Schneder graduated from 
Franklin and Marshall College and Lancaster Theological 
Seminary. After serving as a pastor for four years, he 
was appointed as a missionary by the German Reformed 
Church in the USA. He sailed for Japan with his wife, both 
arriving in Sendai in 1887. Schneder began as a co-worker 
with Oshikawa and Hoy. His long term of service had its 
difficulties, not the least of which included the resignations 
of two of his colleagues. However, no doubt the severest 
trial he faced was the disastrous fire in Sendai in 1919, a 
fire that raged widely throughout the city and destroyed 
many school buildings. Though the situation may have 
looked hopeless to many, Schneder never gave up his 
attempts to rebuild the school. He successfully raised 
funds (especially from USA donors) that made possible 
the rebuilding of the school’s facilities within three years 
following the disaster. The three English words “Life, 
Light, and Love,” are carved prominently on the front and 
make up the motto of the school.

Rev. and Mrs. Schneder remained in Japan for almost 50 
years. During this period, they returned to the US seven 
times, never ceasing in their labors to build international 
goodwill and to raise money for the expansion of the 
school. One of Schneder’s later concerns was the need for 
a college chapel, a dream that was finally realized in 1932 
through a large contribution of $50,000 from one woman. 
The new structure was named the Lahauser Memorial 
Chapel in her honor. The structure was beautifully designed 
and is still used daily for university worship services. 
While numerous other buildings were damaged in the East 
Japan Disaster of 2011, it was unscathed.  

                       —Professor Nomura Shin, Dean 
                           Department of Religious Affairs
                           Tohoku Gakuin University

 Oshikawa Masayoshi      William Edwin Hoy        David Bowman Schneder
      (1850-1928)                    (1858-1927)                         (1857-1938)
The First Principal        The First Vice-principal        The Second Principal
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There are several anniversaries that the Kyodan cannot 
and must not forget.  One of them is the Hanshin-Awaji 
Earthquake that struck early on the morning of Jan. 17, 
1995. So this past Jan. 17 was the 20th anniversary of 
that tragic event.  The Kyodan’s Hyogo District held a 
memorial service that evening at Kobe Eiko Church, 
which was totally destroyed during the earthquake and 
rebuilt as a beautiful church in the years immediately 
following.

The 350 worshipers listened to the call to worship 
from Jonah 2:6: “To the roots of the mountains I sank 
down; the earth beneath barred me in forever. But you, 
Lord my God, brought my life up from the pit.”  It was 
a time of remembrance for the 6,434 lives that were 
lost, including more than 500 children, as the people 
contemplated that event.

Miyamoto Makiko, a member of Koto Church in 
Nishinomiya, gave a message entitled, “Continuing to 
grapple with it in the midst of encounters.” She told 
of the many experiences she had as a volunteer in the 
months following the earthquake as a member of the 
support group for handicapped children affected by the 
earthquake.  She also then described her gratefulness 
for being able to utilize these experiences in helping 
mothers facing similar suffering following the East 
Japan Disaster and the accompanying nuclear accident.

As I recall, on the fifth anniversary of the 1995 
earthquake, Hyogo District made this statement in a 
report on its mission as an affected district: “We believe 
that the God of history, who has revealed himself in 
Jesus Christ, has stood with us during this disaster.  As 
we face the realities of the aftermath of the earthquake, 
our efforts have been based on the realization that 
‘without the rebuilding of the local community, the 
restoration of the local church is not possible,’ and so 
we view this as our response of faith as we stand before 
God.”

Immediately following this 20th anniversary memorial 
service, Hyogo District Moderator Sugane Nobuhiko 
expressed in his greetings the stance of the district 
towards the future. “During this past year of 2014, we 
need to be cognizant of the fact that 40 people among 
those still living in the temporary housing facilities set 
up after the quake died lonely deaths, so we should not 

think of this 20th anniversary as a closure.  We need 
to continue to extend the hand of support to those still 
suffering, with no sense that this episode is now simply 
a thing of the past.”

In this land of frequent natural disasters, the Kyodan has 
had to deal with the aftermath of several earthquakes 
in recent years. Since the Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake 
in 1995, the Niigata Chuetsu Earthquake occurred on 
Oct. 23, 2004, the Noto Peninsula Earthquake on March 
25, 2007, the Niigata Chuetsu Offshore Earthquake on 
July 16, 2007, and of course, the East Japan Disaster 
on March 11, 2011.  In each of these situations, the 
Kyodan has rallied behind those affected, conducting 
fund drives to help with rebuilding and offering support 
in the pain and suffering of the people affected. This 
has particularly been so in the relief efforts following 
the East Japan Disaster, when the earthquake and 
tsunami were accompanied by a nuclear catastrophe, 
with its ongoing threat that has no clear resolution in 
view.  Nevertheless, the Kyodan’s Tohoku District 
Nuclear Disaster Relief Task Force “Izumi,” the current 
response, will be formally ending its nationwide funding 
campaign at the end of March 2015 and phasing out 
its other activities in the Sendai, Ishinomaki, and 
Kamawishi areas by the end of March 2017. (Tr. TB)

             —Nagasaki Tetsuo, general secretary

Message from the General Secretary:

20th Anniversary of 
the Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Observed in Kobe
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