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held in the garden of Shinonoi Church. Pastor Yamamoto, 
in fact, is an expert at making fresh soba (buckwheat) 
noodles. A member of his church made us soba noodles, 
which we enjoyed. He is soon due to open his own soba 
shop. Soba wheat is, of course, another product of the 
Yamamoto Farm. Young soybeans and corn were also 
harvested and served to us freshly boiled. We were lost for 
words to try to describe how tasty it was.

It might have been only a small part of the total Support 
Fund that Tokai District budgeted. However, I felt a 
great potential, seeing that volunteers were able to work 
together for a common purpose, not in some stressful 
situation but while enjoying themselves. Having a good 
time eating and drinking tea together, we talked about our 
dreams, which led to some tall stories, then on to a vision 
of evangelism. Pastor Yamamoto and some members 
of the Executive Committee are hoping to grow and 
distribute rice for the next project. (Tr. YY)

            ―Kato Makoto, pastor
               Shizuoka Ichibancho Church, Tokai District
               KNL Editorial Committee chair
               Based on Shinpo (Kyodan Times)

Tokai District is situated in the center of Japan. Agriculture 
features high among its activities. About a month before 
the District General Assembly for the year 2009, the four 
members of the Tokai District Executive Committee (the 
chair, the vice-chair, the secretary, and the chair of the 
Committee on Evangelism) gathered at a farm owned 
by Yamamoto Masanobu, a pastor of Shinonoi Church 
and at that time also chair of the district Committee on 
Evangelism, to plant seed potatoes. Members of Shinonoi 
Church welcomed us, having made everything ready. The 
chair took a hoe and started digging. The vice-chair and 
the secretary placed on the ground halved seed potatoes 
sprinkled with ash and put some soil on them. Nearby, 
70-year-old Pastor Yamamoto, sitting on a straw mat, 
watched with a smile on his face. He talks about “Easy 
Farming.” When we trust God, we will get a 700-kilogram 
harvest from 70 kilograms of seed potatoes. It started 
to make sense to me. Feeling the warmth of the spring 
sunshine, we enjoyed the rice balls and green tea, while 
breathing the delicious aroma of the green onions just 
harvested.

About four months later, on Aug. 3, volunteers who 
responded to the appeal of the new Executive Committee, 
came to the Yamamoto Farm to harvest potatoes. It has 
often been the case that onions and potatoes from the farm 
are offered to churches in the district, to help those in 
need. The produce, which could well be sold in markets, 
is distributed and sold at churches at less than half the 
market price. Unlike the previous day, when it had rained, 
it turned out to be an extremely hot day. We gained about 
700 kilograms of harvest amidst the steam rising up from 
the wet earth, by digging the ground and shaking off the 
heavy soil every time we lifted up our shovels. 

All of us, 20 persons including children, were deeply 
satisfied at the sight of mountains of potatoes, regretting at 
the same time the lack of exercise in our daily lives. After 
taking a bath at a nearby hot spring, a barbeque party was 

Tokai District Raises Potatoes
 to Raise Its Support Fund

Volunteers enjoying a short break for a delicious cup of tea
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 Higashi Subdistrict in Tokyo Holds Protestant 
Christianity’s 150th Anniversary Event for Children 

"Gathering for Children: Commemorating 150 Years of 
Protestant Evangelism in Japan," an event sponsored 
by Tokyo District’s Higashi Subdistrict, was held on 
the afternoon of Sept. 6, 2009 at Ginza Church and was 
attended by 308 people from 13 churches, including 120 
children. The event was planned to commemorate 150 
years of Protestant evangelism in Japan and to pass along 
to the children the task of evangelizing Japan for the next 
200 years.

As the accompaniment to the opening hymn began the first 
part of the program, Hinohara Shigeaki appeared, and after 
directing the music with both hands, began a 50-minute 
lecture on the subject of "Life." Dr. Hinohara, whose 98th 
birthday was coming up in one month, drew attention to 
his own vitality. He stressed that what is important are the 
things that are unseen. For example, our lives, given by 
God, are unseen. He spoke directly to the children, calling 
on them to live for others and to make the world a peaceful 
place. He had the children answer questions, write on a 
blackboard, and do role-playing. He kept the children's 
attention with his skillful presentation. The adults, too, 
listened intently and sometimes laughed. All who were 
present learned from this "lecture on life.”

The second part of the program featured the introduction 
of the members from each participating church, a magic 
performance by Itoigawa Hatsuho from Ginza Church, a 
handbell choir performance by eight members of Bancho 
Church, and a ventriloquism performance by Ms. Harukaze 
Miyako, from the Logos Ventriloquism Club. The 
spectators watched intently, cheered loudly, and by the time 
the program in the church sanctuary was over, everyone 
felt totally relaxed and at home.

For the third part of the program, the participants moved to 
the fifth and sixth floors, where each church group sat at a 
separate table and ate homemade snacks prepared by Ginza 
Church members. Shortly after four o'clock, they began to 
return home.

For the children, it was a valuable and enjoyable 
opportunity to learn that there are many other children 
(comrades) in the church. The children listened intently to 
Dr. Hinohara. Hopefully, his lesson, along with the other 
events of the day, will remain in their hearts for a long 
time.

Blessed by the Lord's protection and blessed by the 
cooperation of the people from each participating church 
who brought children to the event, the churches of the 
subdistrict were able to deepen their fellowship by 
focusing on the children. It was truly a suitable gathering to 
celebrate the 150th anniversary. For this, we are thankful. 
(Tr. KT)

       —Nagayama Nobuo,pastor
           Ginza Church, Higashi Subdistrict, Tokyo District
           From Shinpo (Kyodan Times)

*Hinohara Shigeaki was born in 1911 in Yamaguchi 
Prefecture. He graduated from the Medical School of Kyoto 
University in 1937. In 1941, he began work as a doctor at 
the Internal Medicine Department of St. Luke's International 
Hospital. Since then, he has held positions as the head of the 
Internal Medicine Department, acting director, director, and 
at present serves as the chairperson of the Board of Directors 
and honorary director of St. Luke's International Hospital, 
chairperson of the Board of Trustees of St. Luke's Nursing 
School, and chairperson of the Board of Directors of Life 
Planning Center Foundation incorporated. In 1998, he was 
recognized as an honorary citizen of Tokyo metropolis. In 
1999, he was recognized as a Person of Cultural Merit. In 
2005, he was awarded a decoration in recognition of his 
contribution to culture. From an early stage, he pointed 
out the importance of preventive medicine, made efforts to 
promote terminal care, and made contributions to education 
in medicine and nursing. He invented the term seikatsu 
shukan byo (lifestyle diseases) to refer to diseases that were 
commonly known as seijin byo (adult diseases). He has 
always been a frontrunner in the medical field in Japan. Even 
now, at 98 years old, he continues to be active as a doctor. 
In September 2000, in pursuit of his goal of passing along 
to the next generation the experience that he has cultivated 
during his lifetime and the lessons of the past, he recruited 
people who were healthy and independent even after reaching 
75 years of age and formed the group shinrojin no kai (New 
Organization For Elderly People). In the spring of the same 
year, he had begun to write a series of articles called ikikata 
jozu (How to Live Well) for the magazine Iki Iki. This series 
is still very popular. At this time, there are over 200 books.

Dr. Hinohara personally involving the children at the 150th 
anniversary event

Dr. Hinohara skillfully gaining full participation at the 
Children's Gathering



3 No. 356, February 2010Kyodan Newsletter 3Kyodan Newsletter

No wonder the present age is called “the age of depression.” 
An increasing number of people, approximately three million 
throughout the nation, are suffering from psychological disorder. 
People caught by depression find themselves maladjusted to their 
environment and alienated from society.  They are desperately 
groping after a base on which they can rely. How can the Church 
respond to the mute cry of those troubled hearts burdened 
with the sense of isolation? How can we Christians identify 
ourselves with suffering people and live together with them? The 
following is an example of the effort to meet this urgent issue: 
the program of Hiroshima Nanbu Church in Nishi Chugoku 
District, as reported by the pastor, Hamada Yuzo, in Shinto no 
Tomo (Believers’Friend).

Hiroshima Nanbu Church holds its Cosmic Meeting 
every Wednesday afternoon from three to five o’clock. 
Around eight to ten people from within as well as outside 
the church get together and have a roundtable talk about 
illness, handicaps, and many other burdens we find 
difficult to cope with in our daily life.  

In November 2005, soon after I was installed as the 
pastor of this church, my spouse, two other young church 
members, and I began a meeting in the parsonage with the 
intent of “establishing a place where we could express our 
troubles and weaknesses.” We named our group “Cosmic 
Meeting ” after the name of the church site, Ujina. The 
first Chinese characters of both Ujina and uchuu (“the 
universe” in Japanese) are the same “u,” which means 
“universe” or ”cosmos.” 

The name of the meeting suggests that when we are too 
much concerned about immediate actualities around us, 
we often find it difficult to maneuver, but when we regard 
ourselves from a cosmic viewpoint, we find it easier to 
look at ourselves more objectively. Though we may think 
we know about ourselves best, there are many things we 
do not really know about ourselves and cannot express 
completely to others. During our meetings, we explore 
each individual’s microcosm from the larger, macrocosmic 
perspective. We gradually rediscover ourselves with the 
help of our fellow participants and engage in the process 
of retelling our own stories.

The procedure for conducting the meeting is simple 
and easy. Anyone can do it. According to the manual 
sheet, the chairperson gives greetings and explains the 
procedure. The basic rule is that anyone can say anything 
without being interrupted and everyone listens without 
interrupting. (While someone is talking, we do not 
question or interrupt.) We do not repeat outside what we 
hear in the meeting. Then we start talking about ourselves 
according to the following four topics, one at one round: 
1) our physical/psychological condition of the day or the 
week, 2) what was good during the week, 3) what was 
difficult during the week, 4) what can be improved. Each 
of us talks on the theme, making four rounds.  We clap 
our hands each time the speaker finishes speaking. The 

meeting is closed after the sharing of any reports and 
information, if there is any. When there is extra time, we 
work on the program of SST (Social Skill Training). This 
is an exercise for improving human relationships through 
the exchange of information about difficulties concerning 
relationships and through the help of the participants and 
the dynamics of the meeting. The meeting, which first 
started with a small circle in the parsonage, has grown in 
just half a year to be an official church program.

The Cosmic Meeting does not aim to solve or remove 
the participants’ troubles and weaknesses. The meeting 
is an occasion to experience the richness of sharing each 
participant’s daily life of coping with his/her problems. 
Rather than problem-solving, the purpose of the program 
is to establish the church as a place where you can let 
down your guard as people from the larger community 
interact with church members and share together the 
various issues they face in life. I myself have certainly 
enjoyed being a member of this group. (Tr. FK)

           —Summarized by Nishio Misao, member
               Suginami Church, Nishi Tokyo District 
               KNL Editorial Committee
               Based on an article in Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend)

Hiroshima Nanbu Church “Cosmic Meeting” 
Ministers to Troubled Hearts

                                                                                                             by Hamada Yuzo, pastor
                                                                                                        Hiroshima Nanbu Church, Nishi Chugoku District

Hiroshima Nanbu Church’s Cosmic Meeting Manual 

Chairperson: Let us begin today’s (date) meeting. I am 
     Chairperson __________.
Chairperson: We take turns talking on the following
      topics, one topic at each round:
      1.One’s physical/psychological condition of today  or
         this week
      2.What has been good during the past week ( either 
         about ourselves or of our family members)
      3.What was difficult during the week (about ourselves)
      4.What can be improved
     If you do not have anything to share, you can pass. This
     meeting is just talking and listening without any
     comments. Each person takes his or her turn. When
     someone is talking, please listen quietly. Please be 
     careful not to repeat outside what you hear in this
     meeting.

Chairperson: Shall we begin our meeting? Would you
     begin, _____san? Please tell us about your physical and 
     psychological condition today or during this week.
Chairperson: Would you tell us about what was good
     during the past week?
Chairperson: Would you tell us about what was the most
     difficult during the past week?
Chairperson: What is something you can improve?
Chairperson: Is there anything any of you would like to 
     report on or tell us all about?
Chairperson: We now conclude today’s Cosmic Meeting.
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During the time I was a student in the department of 
Christian Education at Seiwa College, we learned about the 
founding of the three schools that came together as Seiwa 
(Holy Union). I was especially impressed with one of the 
narratives. It is the story of one of the founders, Mary 
Isabella Lambuth (12.17.1832 – 6.26.1904) who, when she 
heard the appeal of a missionary to China at a meeting in 
her teens, is reported to have said, "I’ll give five dollars 
and myself." These simple, passionate words affected not 
only a student like me, who heard them 120 years later, 
but also struck the heart of a young man there at that time, 
James William Lambuth, who was also aspiring to become 
a missionary to China. He asked to meet the young lady 
who had said these words, Mary Isabella McClellen. That 
was in October 1853. The two were married, and then in 
May of the following year, they departed on a ship from 
New York as missionaries of the Southern Methodist 
Church. After a voyage of four months, they arrived in 
China. Only two months later, on November 10, their first 
son, Walter Russell, was born in Shanghai. Walter Russell 
was later to become the founder of Kwansei Gakuin 
University in western Japan.  

I imagine that it was no easy matter for the twenty-one-
year-old Mary Isabella to experience her first pregnancy 
during the long sea voyage and her first trip to a foreign 
country, then to give birth in China. While James William 
was spending two weeks a month living with Chinese 
people, traveling by ship on journeys of evangelism, Mary, 
far from home and carrying a nursing baby, kept house. 
She gathered women and children, taught them jobs, 
evangelized them and cared for them. Writing to friends 
in America, she reported that "one month ago there was 
delivered into my hands and heart a darling boy. He is as 
cute as can be and our hearts are filled with thanksgiving 
to God. We are praying from our hearts that he will grow 
well and become a fine person who will faithfully follow 
Jesus." Here we can see Mary's strong faith that everything 
she had, her own life and the new life given to her, were 
gifts from God and should gladly be yielded to Jesus. This 
faith and Mary's obedience to God remained throughout 
her life. Mary traveled back and forth between China 
and America many times. For a while, she left her young 
children in America. Even after she experienced the loss of 
her six-year-old daughter to scarlet fever, she continued to 
give her all to the evangelization of China.

In 1876, when Walter was fourteen, Mary sent an unusual 
letter to the foreign mission office in the U.S. "We think 
that Japan is where we ought to go. Sometimes Walter 
feels that Japan would be a good place to work.....'It is the 
right time and the right place.' I think that this is a good 
watchword and one which I don't want to forget." The 
quiet acceptance of this vision, although there was still no 
possibility of planning to act on it, must have come from 
the love of a mother with deep faith.

Ten years later, after 32 years of mission work spent in 
medical evangelism in China, the Lambuths resigned. 
Mary was 53 and James 56. Both were fluent in the 
Chinese language, but they left China for Japan and arrived 
in Kobe on July 29, 1885. Three months later, the young 
Walter Lambuth arrived and two days later opened a 
reading room, which became the roots of Palmore Institute 
and Keimei Gakuin Junior and Senior High Schools. The 
family opened its doors, and thus the Kobe mission began.

In 1887, Mary moved from the foreign compound in Kobe 
to Yama 2-ban (now Nakayamate) in the city of Kobe 
proper. There, in a large room on the first floor of her 
home, she opened a home school for young girls. Besides 

teaching knitting, English, Western cooking and the Bible, 
she traveled to Hiroshima to assist Nancy Gaines and 
the Hiroshima Girls’ School and energetically supported 
mission in West Japan. 

In 1888, Mary's classroom added an assistant, Okajima 
Hatsune, and the Board of Evangelism (of the Southern 
Methodist Church) in the U.S. approved the change of 
name of the Kobe Girls' School to the Lambuth Memorial 
Girls’ School. Mary's husband James died in Kobe in 
1892, and Mary returned to America for a time, but she 
returned to Soshu, China, where her daughter Nora and her 
husband were serving in mission. There, she died at the 
age of 71 and was buried in Shanghai.

Her work in Japan lasted only seven years, and it also 
included supporting her son Walter, who was weakened 
by sickness, as well as his wife Daisy and their children. 
However, in 1921, it was decided to join together the 
Hiroshima Girls' School, the Nursery School Teacher 
Training Department, and the Kobe Lambuth Memorial 
Girls’ School, and a beautiful new school for the training 
of kindergarten teachers and women evangelists was built 
in Osaka on a 3,300-square-meter piece of land. According 
to a newspaper report at the time, this school was to be 
named Mary Lambuth Girls’ School in honor of this 
unique person.

The newspaper report read, "Mrs. J. W. Lambuth, who was 
sent by the Southern Methodist Church, U.S.A. in 1885, 
was an exceptional woman who, with a baby in one arm 
and a Bible in the other, proclaimed Christ and educated 
people. That this fine school could be built is due to her. 
It is in her memory and to honor her that this school is 
named."

It was this school, named for Mary, which later became 
Seiwa Joshi (women’s) Gakuin and grew to be Seiwa 
College. In April 2009 it was combined with the school 
founded by Walter Lambuth, Kwansei Gakuin. Seiwa 
College continues to be a training place for child care 
professionals and educators. I believe that the faith, 
determination and youthful devotion of Mary has borne 
fruit that can be seen today. Joshua declared so resolutely, 
"As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord." 
(Joshua 24:15), but to me this could be Mary's voice 
speaking. My plea is that history will continue to honor 
her name. (Tr. GM)

Honoring the Name of Mary Isabella Lambuth                                      
                                                                                                         
                                                                                                            by Komi Nozomi, religious director
                                                                                                        Seiwa Junior College, Kwansei Gakuin

Lambuth Family (lft.-rt.)1st row:  David and Mary, Walter's 2 
older children  (All 3 babies pictured were born in 1889.) 
2nd row: James William & Mary Lambuth, with grandson 
Walter, son Walter's 3rd child 
3rd row: Nora & husband William Hector Park; Daisy & Walter 
Lambuth; Robert & Alice Lambuth
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When he was 16 years old my father, Lee In Ha, (born 
in1925) came to Kyoto from Korea, a colony of Japan at 
that time, because the school he was attending in Korea had 
been forced to close. He began studying at a Buddhist-related 
school. Pastor Wada Tadashi, an English teacher there, led 
my father to Christ and he met my mother, Sakai Sachiko, at 
the Kyodan’s Kyoto Nishidamachi Church. Living alone in a 
foreign country while he was young, my father developed a 
pioneer spirit. As a young boy, I remember my father’s “back.” 
Whenever our family went out together, he always walked 
fast ahead of us, and I have vivid memories of my mother and 
us children trying hard to keep up with Father. 

During the years when my father had an official position in 
the Korean Christian Church in Japan (KCCJ), he often went 
abroad. As children, we were used to him being away from 
home, since we knew he had many responsibilities. Also at 
our home, a parsonage, there were many visitors, such as 
members of the church and young people who shared my 
father’s time, so we children were brought up in a rather open 
and free atmosphere. Contrary to the Confucian culture of the 
Koreans in Japan, my father seemed to respect the personality 
and freedom of children. This must have been closely related 
to his experience of studying abroad at Knox College in 
Canada.

The Presbyterian Church in Canada is a parent church of 
KCCJ. Our family had very rich experiences of fellowship 
with many missionary families, such as the Talbots and 
Hyndmans. At times we spent our summer vacation at Lake 
Nojiri and had family fellowship with missionary families 
there. This no doubt inspired me to start studying the work 
of missionaries. I clearly remember hearing my father 
reminisce once that he owed much to the mission work of 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada for his self-formation. 
In other words, my father was to be “a leader of the local 
people” as well as “an honor student” of the mission.

There came a turning point in the life of my father. Even 
though he had never missed sending money to his parents, 
he still felt an unfilled obligation to his home country, which 
he had left even though he was a firstborn son. Returning 
from Canada, he accepted a position as an assistant pastor of 
Tokyo Church. Then suddenly, he received an invitation to 
serve a church in Seoul. I imagine that he was happy about 
the possibility of returning to Korea. However, when the 
family was ready to leave, I, then in pre-school, contracted an 
eye disease and was told that I might lose my sight. I heard 
that the doctor had warned my father, who wanted to go back 
to Korea, of the difference in the level of medical treatment 
between the two countries at that time. Because my father 
heeded the doctor’s advice, I retained my eyesight, but he 
lost his chance to return to Korea. Later, at the strong request 
of the members of Kawasaki Church, he took the position of 
pastor there.

On the first night in Kawasaki, all the family members were 
surprised to see the night sky tinted crimson. We thought it 
was a fire but soon learned that it was only the reflection of 

blast furnaces in the night sky. Serving in Kawasaki, “the 
city of pollution,” seemed like just another coincidence in 
life and, in a way, a failure. However, it seems that later in 
his life, my father made this seeming coincidence into the 
inevitable.

After that, my father used his pioneer spirit well, serving 
the KCCJ diligently, being blessed with many encounters, 
and while facing the various problems that Koreans in Japan 
have, being encouraged by such encounters. My father 
fulfilled the role of weaving a new relationship between 
Japanese and Koreans in Japan, enabling them to share joy 
and sadness together as they experienced trying conflicts and 
encounters while working together in social incidents, such as 
the Hitachi Employment Discrimination Court Case and the 
Movement Against the Fingerprinting of Foreigners as well 
as in the construction of the Sakuramoto Day-care Facility 
and the Fureai-kan. At my father’s memorial service, I greatly 
appreciated the farewell sermon given by my father’s friend, 
Pastor Sekita Hiroo, entitled “Disciples of Reconciliation.” It 
was also a valuable testimony.

During the 49 years of his work, my father never moved 
from Kawasaki and ended his life there. He lived in a 
parsonage. When he retired, he became an honorary pastor 
of the church but moved into a special living zone for newly 
arrived Koreans, which was an even more difficult living 
environment. These living conditions might have heightened 
his susceptibility to the type of pneumonia he contracted 
(interstitial inflammation), which is considered incurable. I 
told my father, who was bedridden at the time, that “it was 
a decoration, a medal, given to you for your life.” For an 
instant, he looked surprised, but his face soon became calm 
and he faintly nodded. I can still see him.

Last year, during the night of June 30, a moment before 
he was called to heaven, our family members were able to 
express words of gratitude to him. He was supported by the 
encounters of many, and I think I can say that he was able to 
change so-called coincidences into inevitabilities in his own 
way. As his son, I want to testify that this was also due to the 
rich blessings and faithful leading of the Lord. (Tr. RK)  
                        —From Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend)

Following in the Footsteps of My Father, Lee In Ha 
(Learning from My Father’s Life)

                                                                                                by Lee Sung Jeon, member 
                                                                                         Kawasaki Korean Christian Church in Japan
                                                                                         Professor, Keisen University

Left: Lee In Ha in front of 
the stained glass window of 
KCCJ's Kawasaki Church
Right:The Lee family, with 
the author in the center, 
a t  M u k o g a o k a  Y u e n 
(amusement park)
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Jesus. It is because these gospel seeds that have been 
planted continue to grow that the Church, as it goes from 
age to age, still exists, and there are so many people here 
now. Today, we work together to further the gospel, for we 
are the salt of the earth and the light of the world.  

Verse 3.  As a member of the Church and a child of the 
Church, what is it that I can do? Let’s put our minds 
together and find something to do for the evangelism of 
the Church for the Church, as it goes from age to age, still 
exists, and there are so many people here now. The Church 
will go on into the future forever, giving thanks to God the 
Father through our joyful prayers.

Nov. 23, at Aoyama Gakuin University: Approximately 
1 ,500 peop le came toge the r fo r a ga the r ing o f 
commemoration under the banner of “Christ: Our 
Salvation.” Saemoonan Presbyterian Church, the oldest 
church in Korea, sent its Yebon Choir to help celebrate the 
event, and former Kyodan moderator Ojima Seiji gave the 
sermon: “The ‘Foolishness’ of Evangelism.” Moderator 
Yamakita also gave his greetings and introduced the 
numerous foreign guests in attendance. Following that 
were two presentations, one by the former head of Fuji 
Bank and member of Hijirigaoka Church, Hashimoto 
Toru, who gave a talk entitled “The Role of the Layperson 
in Evangelism,” and the other by retired pastor Kato 
Tsuneaki, entitled “Lift Up Your Hearts.”  
While looking back at the past 150 years, these sermons 
and presentations focused on the theme that the only 
true form of the biblical and apostolic Church is one that 
properly administers the sacraments, and so it is time to 
consider further the Church as it ought to be. (Tr. TB)

                                 —Naito Tomeyuki, general secretary

The year 2009 was a particularly memorable year as it 
marked the 150th anniversary of Protestant Christianity 
in Japan. In preparation for its celebration, the Kyodan 
formed a committee that planned and carried out three 
main commemorative events.  Recalling now each of those 
events, we can give thanks as we enter this new year.

June 24, at Fujimicho Church in Tokyo: On the same site 
that served as the venue for the organizing conference of 
the Kyodan in 1941, we held a service of commemoration 
for the 68th anniversary of the Kyodan, followed by 
a ceremony commemorating the 150th anniversary of 
Protestant evangelism in Japan. Sixty-one pastors who 
have been serving for 50 or more years were given a 
special commendation.

Nov. 22, at Tokyo Yamate Church: The church was packed 
with some 950 people for the Laity Rally under the banner 
of “Giving Thanks for 150 Years and Aiming for 200 Years 
Together With Our Lord.” At the opening worship service, 
Kyodan Moderator Yamakita Nobuhisa encouraged us all 
with his message, “Entrusted with the Gospel.”  Following 
that, we were treated to a pictorial presentation that 
reviewed Christian evangelism over the past 150 years, 
and then a representative from each of the 17 districts gave 
a brief testimony of their faith as well as highlights from 
their districts.  

We concluded the event with everyone singing together 
a song that had been written specifically for this event, 
entitled, “The Church Goes on Forever.” It was a very 
moving event and strengthened our resolve to increase 
our efforts in evangelism. The melody of the song was 
composed by Naito Shinya. The words, which were written 
by Tsunakawa Megumi, are as follows:

Verse 1.  In 1859, foreign missionaries came to spread 
the word, and the history of a small church began. It has 
continued to this day through a strong faith in Jesus. 
We went through a bitter period of war and overcame 
numerous trials. The Church, as it goes from age to age, 
still exists, and there are so many people here now. From 
tomorrow, we aim toward the future and single-mindedly 
run the race, with the help of Jesus.  

Verse 2.  The gathering of the Church, through the 
fellowship groups of men and women and youth, as well 
as church school children, all come together to learn from 

The Kyodan’s Commemorative Events for the 150th Year

Yebon Choir from Saemoonan Presbyterian Church in Korea


