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who were approved are Ishibashi Hideo as convener, 
Ushiroku Yoshiya, Tsukuda Masato, Kishita Nobuyo, 
and Kobashi Koichi. According to Article 6 of the 
rules governing the enforcing of admonition rulings, 
"The members of judicial council have final say on the 
decision."

Another issue addressed was the Kyodan Subsidies for 
District Activities System. The 27th General Assembly 
ratified the system in November 1992. Since that 
time, the Council on Distribution of Kyodan Subsidies 
for District Activities has met yearly to determine 
apportionments and distribution of available funds. 
However, rules concerning the system are not listed in 
the bylaws, and it has no formal placement within the 
organizational structure of the Kyodan. For these and 
other reasons, there are still some districts that neither 
participate in the system nor make contributions to it. 

Since there are so many problems still associated with 
the system, the need is obvious for a committee to 
look into this and make recommendations on how to 
formulate appropriate bylaw changes and meld it into 
the formal organizational structure of the Kyodan. As 
a means to support evangelism all over Japan, such a 
system is indeed important, and so in order to avoid 
a split in the Kyodan and to move forward in unity, 
the measure was approved by a majority vote. The 
following committee members were selected: Kyodan 
General Assembly Secretary Suzuki Nobuharu as 
convenor, Commission on Finance Chair Ito Mizuo, 
Okada Yoshinobu, Takahashi Kazuto and Tsumura 
Masatoshi. (Tr. TB)
                         
　　   —Ishimaru Yasuki, executive secretary
               Based on a Shinpo (Kyodan Times) article

Following the opening report by General Secretary 
Naito Tomeyuki, various questions were raised related 
to Kyodan Vice-moderator Sasaki Michio, who 
presided over the church installation ceremonies of a 
new pastor in Hokkai District for which negotiations 
with the district had not yet been completed. According 
to Article 15 of the Kyodan Bylaws, the installation 
of pastors is to be conducted "under consultation with 
the District." Such consultation, however, had not been 
completed. As to the reasons that the consultation had 
not been finalized, the claims of both sides remained far 
apart. This issue was delegated to the General Secretary 
for resolution.

Kyodan Moderator Yamakita Nobuhisa introduced the 
executive secretaries for the new fiscal year beginning 
April 2010: Fujimori Yuki, Nomura Kazumasa, 
Omishima Yoshitaka, and Doke Norikazu to continue 
their terms, and Kato Makoto as a new appointment in 
charge of the Commission on Ecumenical Ministries. 
All were approved. The moderator also reported that 
on Jan. 26 it was decided that the admonition of Pastor 
Kitamura Jiro should proceed and that his ministerial 
status should be revoked, which was communicated to 
both the moderator and Kitamura.

Additional agenda items included the selection of 
Judicial Council members, due to the appeal presented 
by Kitamura Jiro concerning the revocation of his 
ministerial status. According to Article 39.5 of the 
Kyodan Bylaws, it is necessary to select members for 
the Judicial Council to rule on whether the admonition 
itself was proper and also whether the appeal has merit 
or not. Following debate on the issue, the moderator 
selected five members from the Executive Council 
who are not top officials and who do not have personal 
conflicts of interest in the case. The five members 

Kyodan Executive Council Held 
Feb. 15-16 in Tokyo
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I am very thankful that we can hold a Laity Convention 
to celebrate 150 years of evangelism in Japan. This 
convention is very meaningful because Protestant 
evangelism in Japan was first carried out by laity. 
Bettelheim in the Ryukyu Islands, Hepburn in 
Yokohama, and Janes in Kumamoto were all lay 
persons.

Not only that, the first Protestant martyr was a lay 
person by the name of Ichikawa Einosuke who ran a 
secondhand bookstore but became missionary D. C. 
Greene’s Japanese teacher at Tsukiji. From Ichikawa, 
Greene learned Japanese culture, but more than 
anything else, he learned the language. Eventually, 
Ichikawa became an ardent student of the Bible because 
of Greene’s influence. Later Ichikawa was caught with 
a Bible in his possession and arrested on the spot. He 
and his wife Matsuko were taken to a prison in Kyoto. 
Following imprisonment for a year and a half, Einosuke 
died in 1872 at the age of 37.

Greene tried desperately to negotiate with the Meiji 
Government, but there was no response. Greene then 
made appeals to the U.S. and to the world regarding the 
injustice of Ichikawa’s arrest and subsequent death.

About that time, an “inspecting party” from Japan, 
headed by Iwakura Tomomi and Ito Hirobumi, was 
visiting Europe and America. At each country they 
visited, Japan was criticized for having no freedom of 
religion and for imprisoning someone for simply having 
a Bible. It is said that Iwakura and Ito telegraphed the 
government immediately, saying that without religious 
freedom in Japan it would be impossible to interact with 
the rest of the world. As a result, the restrictions on the 
Christian religion were lifted in 1873.*

Ichikawa Einosuke was an unknown Christian lay 
person, but his martyrdom became a seed for the 
development of the Protestant Church and Christian 
evangelism in Japan. Since that time, many missionaries 
have come to Japan. The apostle Paul said, “To the Jews 
I became like a Jew, to win the Jews.” (I Cor. 9:20a) 

The missionaries who came to Japan also had that same 
spirit. With the Japanese, they became like Japanese 
in order to win Japanese. And they worked with great 
efforts to develop mission work in Japan. In Paul’s 
words, “Though I am free and belong to no man, I make 
myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible.”
(I Cor. 9:19)

We have gathered here today to recognize the fact that 
the Japanese Church is a result of the service, prayers, 
and sacrifice of the many people who came to Japan 
with the Apostle Paul’s sense of mission. How were the 
missionaries able to engage in this kind of mission? “For 
Christ’s love compels us.”(II Cor. 5:14a) They could 
do no less at the urging of Christ’s love. What is begun 
through the love of Christ will be completed through the 
love of Christ. This firm belief is the source of energy 
for evangelism.

Today’s scripture ends with these wonderful words 
from Paul: “I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I 
may share in its blessings.”(9:23) By telling the Gospel 
story, we are “Sharing together in the (blessings of the) 
Gospel.”Paul Tournier said, “There are two things one 
cannot do alone. One of them is to marry. The other 
is to become a Christian.”By telling the Gospel story, 
we too are “Sharing together in the blessings of the 
Gospel.” Through God and our connections with others, 
we ourselves are changed and released to the dimension 
of “togetherness.”

In this way, evangelism continues to move toward the 
development of the Church. Thus, “Thanksgiving for 
150 years, Onward toward 200 years, Together with the 
Lord” becomes our new theme. Let us make this our 
joint prayer. (Tr. JS)

— Shinto no Tomo (Believers' Friend)
_________________
Ed. note:
* Another well-known incident behind the lifting of 
the restriction was the massive exile of the Catholic 
believers of Urakami between 1867 and 1870.

 “Sharing Together in the Blessings of the Gospel”

A synopsis of Kyodan Moderator Yamakita Nobuhisa’s opening message at the Laity Convention Celebrating 
150 Years of Evangelism in Japan, held Nov. 22 2009 at Tokyo Yamate Church in Shibuya, Southwest 
Subdistrict, Tokyo

Scripture text: “I do all of this for the sake of the Gospel, that I may share in its blessings.” (I Cor. 9:23, NIV)
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Given the history between Japan and Korea, Nag 's 
second objective was to do something concrete to further 
peace and reconciliation. To succeed, he believed it was 
essential to base his efforts on a faith based on the love 
of God, the love that can create action. Thus, he learned 
the language as he ate, drank, and shared conversations 
with Korean people.

His third objective was to learn from the present reality 
of Korean churches in order to transform the present 
reality of Japanese churches. The Korean churches are 
filled with vitality, and there is much to be learned. 
However, until now Japanese theology has focused its 
attention on the West. Learning from Korea would have 
a great impact on Japan, which would change the vitality 
of the church in Japan. This is why Nag chose to study 
in Korea.

Saemoonan Church accepted his request and supported 
his study at the Presbyterian University and his family 
in Korea, understood his passion, and made it their own. 
Pastors from several Kyodan congregations responded 
to his request for them to preach at the Japanese worship 
service. Along with 20 other pastors, Harita Makoto of 
Toriizaka Church, Yonekura Misao of Sapporo Church 
and Tanaka Kaoru of Angyo Church make yearly visits 
to preach in Korea,  continuing the fellowship between 
Saemoonan Church and the Kyodan.

Despite all this, there is no formal relationship between 
Saemoonan Church and the Kyodan. Nevertheless, last 
October Pastor Lee was invited to join the celebration 
of the 150th anniversary of Protestant mission in 
Japan. Hopefully, a more official relationship can be 
established in the future. (Tr.AK)

The Saemoonan Presbyterian Church of Seoul, founded 
by Horace Underwood in 1887, was the first organized 
church in Korea. At present, the congregation of 12,000 
people averages 6,000 attendees at worship, served by 
18 associate pastors, 6 assistant pastors, 8 missionaries, 
9 cooperative pastors, and 30 elders. In addition to 
serving as the president of the Presbyterian Church 
in Korea’s Seoul Presbytery, Senior Pastor Lee Sou-
Young is also on the Presbyterian University's Board of 
Directors. He formerly was a professor of Systematic 
Theology in the seminary at the university.

In the year 2000, Saemoonan Church began a gathering 
for Bible reading in Japanese, which was first led by 
Nag Woon-hae, a Kyodan pastor who was studying in 
Korea at that time. At the end of 2006 this gathering was 
brought to a close, and on the first Sunday in 2007 a 
weekly Japanese worship service was established that is 
now in its fourth year. 

It is noteworthy that this is not a service merely for 
Japanese people but is rather an opportunity to bring 
together for worship both Japanese and Koreans who 
understand Japanese. In the past, Japan invaded its 
neighbors in Asia and forced its language on those 
nations. Moreover, there was a time when the use 
of Japanese was prohibited in Korea. The fact that 
Japanese and Korean people can worship together in 
Korea, where the memory of that history remains, is 
only possible through the realization of peace by those 
who have faith in the atonement of Jesus Christ. 
 
Nag Woon-hae's first reason for going to Korea was 
to study Korean theology. In both Korea and Japan 
theology focuses on North America and Europe, and 
there is a need for Japan and Korea to learn from one 
another. Nag had thought that his study of Korean 
theology would engender mutual understanding between 
Japanese and Korean theology, resulting in increased 
interest between the two. With a scholarship from the 
Korean government, he was able to study not at public 
institution but at the Presbyterian University’s Graduate 
School. The Korean National Government Scholarship 
is given only to persons who achieve the highest scores 
on a difficult qualifying examination. Normally, such 
students study at a top national university (on a par 
with Tokyo University in Japan), but to use such a 
scholarship to study at the Presbyterian seminary, which 
is nothing more than a denominational school, is indeed 
exceptional.

Church in Korea Conducts Japanese Worship Services
                 
                                                                                                               by Tanaka Kaoru, pastor
                                                                                                           Angyo Church, Kanto District   

Japanese and Korean participants in the Japanese worship 
service (Author is fifth from the right in the front row; Rev. 
Nag Woon-hae is on her right)
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On January 28, 2010, the General Assembly of the 
Christian Schools Council on Cooperative Mission was 
held in the Kyodan Conference Room and included time 
for presentations, discussion, and fellowship. First to 
speak was David Burger, whose theme was “Thirty Years 
of Work at Seigakuin.” While growing up in Tennessee, 
Burger attended the local United Methodist Church with 
his family and after completing preparation classes was 
baptized on Easter Sunday shortly before his 11th birthday.
Burger met his future wife when he was 27, while he was 
teaching English to a group of Japanese students preparing 
to enter American colleges. It was this experience that 
made him want to learn more about the Japanese language 
and culture. The father of another Japanese student at the 
U.S. college his future wife attended was the principal of 
Joshi Seigakuin Junior/Senior High School. He introduced 
Burger’s name to then president of Joshi Seigakuin Junior 
College, William G. Kroehler, who asked Burger to come 
to Japan as a missionary associate. Burger feels that 
unlike most short-term missionaries at Christian schools, 
in the beginning he did not “choose” as much as he “was 
chosen” to come to Japan as a missionary to a Christian 
school. Nevertheless, he feels certain that God led him in 
this direction, so after much prayer, he accepted the call 
to become a missionary teacher at Joshi Seigakuin Junior 
College at the age of 29. 

For Burger, it is most important that a missionary teacher 
is a Christian who represents the spirit of Christianity 
while teaching. For example, when he taught a class in 
intercultural communication, he tried to convey to students 
that effective intercultural communication occurs when we 
have the same love for others that God has for all: namely, 
God loves all equally, so we also must love one another. 
He also believes that it is important for Christian teachers 
to be models of the Christian life to their students. To lead 
such a life is a great challenge to any missionary, but at all 
times, we must be guided by the same love God has for all. 
In 1994, Burger was asked to become Dean of Students, 
and four years later he became head of the English 
Literature Department. In that role, he helped oversee the 
final year of the junior college’s existence before it merged 
with Seigakuin University and he became a member of the 
Japanese Culture Department. Nine years later, in 2008, he 
moved to the European-American Culture Department as 
chair, where he remains today. 

Burger said that the assurance of God’s constant presence 
and guidance continues to give him the confidence he 
needs to face whatever challenges are presented. Being 
the top person has never been his ambition but rather 
simply to be satisfied by doing the best he can at whatever 
he is asked to do. As Jesus taught in Luke 12:48: “From 
everyone to whom much has been given, much will 
be required, and from the one to whom much has been 
entrusted, even more will be demanded.” Burger said that
he is forever thankful for all that has been given and 
entrusted to him during his time in Japan and for the 

opportunity to participate in the great mission of Christian 
schools to infuse a traditional liberal arts education with 
Christian values and mission.

The second speaker was Park Mi-Ae of Rakuno Gakuen 
University, who spoke on the topic “The Mission and Role 
of Missionaries in Christian Schools.” Park pointed out 
that despite the fact that the Christian population is quite 
low, it is impressive that Japan has produced world-class 
theologians, social activists, literary figures, and other 
Christian leaders. In addition, the fact that ten percent 
of Japanese universities are Christian schools is another 
blessing from God. Park was sent by the Presbyterian 
Church in Korea and served at Asian Rural Institute 
for eight years, 1994-2003, then served for one year at 
Nishinasuno Church. After a brief return to Korea, Park 
has been working as a missionary and teacher at Rakuno 
Gakuen University since 2008.

Chapel services are held three times a week at Rakuno 
Gakuen and are semi-required for first- and second-year 
students. There are many positive aspects of semi-required 
chapel services, Park feels, among them the opportunity 
for spiritual growth and mental development, as well as 
for a sense of belonging to an educational community. 
In Park’s Christian Studies class, the aim is for students 
to study the Christian ideas that form the basis for the 
establishment of the school, to form a sense of values and 
an understanding of the world, and to put into practice 
Rakuno Gakuen’s founding principle of a threefold love 
for God, humanity, and the earth.

Park expressed the belief that working at a university both 
as a missionary and as a foreigner is a great advantage 
in that she is naturally able to fulfill her role as a cultural 
exchange ambassador. Rakuno Gakuen currently sponsors 
a “Japan-South Korea Reconciliation and Peace Study 
Tour.” In addition to that, the university offers a Korean 
language course for independent study. Park also serves as 
a counselor. For students or teachers who may find it hard 
to go to the counseling room, even when they are having 

Christian Schools Council Holds 
General Assembly in Tokyo

At head table, lft.-rt.: David Burger and Park Mi-Ae, who 
addressed the assembly

(Cont'd. on p7, Col. 2)
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By the grace of God and the support of many people, a 
cooperative exchange program with partner churches was 
held in Southwest Germany from September 2008 through 
May 2009. The program is a cooperative venture rather 
than a one-way street. Youth from seven churches in five 
countries gathered, including eight youth from Japan. The 
participants connected with pastors of churches in the areas 
where they were sent and took part in the volunteer work 
to which they were introduced. Once or twice a month 
the team gathered at Baden-Württemberg (in Stuttgart) 
at the headquarters of Das Evanglische Missionwerk 
in Sudwestdeutschland (EMS) to learn about various 
common issues and projects in the churches. Participants 
shared reports to deepen mutual understanding through the 
exchange. There was a range of opportunities beyond the 
core program for anyone who was interested, including the 
chance to attend such events as the Youth Forum organized 
by the Roman Catholic Church.
 
T h e p a r t i c i p a n t s  c o u l d e x p e r i e n c e v a r i o u s 
accommodations, ranging from a homestay with a German 
church family to university dormitory life. Some team 
members were housed in the Rhineland-Palatinate area 
of Kaiserslautern. The Protestant Student Association 
(Evangelische Studierenden Gemeinde [ESG]) provided 
use of its assembly hall and dormitory, where doors were 
always wide open to students regardless of nationality or 
religion. It was a truly fascinating place. This diversity 
certainly provided a rich cross-cultural and ecumenical 
experience for us. We were greatly helped by Pastor Pearly 
Walter from The Church of South India, OEFP, who was 
in close solidarity with us. Our two leaders were given 
lodging and an office for emergency consultations, which 
was an ideal setting. At first, my work was primarily simple 
translation at the university, but when I shared my desire 
for more human interaction that too was accommodated, 
and I was able to volunteer at a nearby nursery facility.

ESG, as mentioned above, is open as a gathering place for 
activities. Every Tuesday there was a workshop covering 
a range of issues, such as tips for international student 
life, international conflicts, and religious conflicts. On 
Wednesdays, the area gospel chorus held its practice. 
On Friday there was an English Bible study led by the 
pastor of Calvary Bible Church, who was from the United 
States. There were also interfaith gatherings of Christians 
and Muslims as well as an African church that used the 
facility at times. We observed church life in Germany 
as we experienced various local church situations and 
programs. We are deeply grateful for the fine leadership 
of Kaiserslautern Landeskirche Riyou Kuni, who was 
in charge of the youth volunteer program. Whenever we 
expressed an interest in anything, he listened carefully and 

(EMS) Ecumenical Youth Volunteer Program 
in Germany

guided us. He also skillfully handled our requests, adjusting 
the program to fit our needs whenever possible. 

One of my greatest joys was to observe the Children and 
Worship program. The EMS meetings were brief but 
focused and packed with content. Surely this program 
achieved its aim of promoting mutual understanding about 
the church as we exchanged our various perspectives from 
our countries of origin. We learned about the state of the 
church in Germany through the various reports. EMS was 
very adept at addressing issues related to international 
cooperation modalities, immigration assistance, women’s 
rights, care for those suffering with HIV, as well as others.
 
Through the training and discussions we became friends 
gathered in the name of Christ, although we came from 
different cultures and hold different ideas. Occasionally we 
had clashes of opinion, but ultimately we were strengthened 
through the process. We focused on "Building up each other 
in the church as a network of multidirectional how" – it is 
a positive and proactive outlook. Although there may not 
be clear-cut answers yet, we found it important to keep on 
struggling to keep listening deeply to each other. This is the 
benefit of the “forum” type of mission.
 
I am grateful to the Kyodan’s Committee on Ecumenical 
Ministries for appointing me to lead this group and for the 
tireless support of Takada Teruki in the Kyodan office. I 
thank God for blessing the program, its supporters, and 
participants and pray God’s blessing on the next generation 
of leaders. (Tr. NB)
                                       
—Nishido Nozomi, member
   Ten’nodai Church, Tokyo District’s Chiba Subdistrict

International Participants at the Youth Seminar  (Nishido 
Nozomi is second from the right in the second row)
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The inscription reads as follows.  “In 1879, two missionaries 
crossed the Pacific from distant America and came to 
Nagasaki. They immediately opened a girls’ school with 
a Christian basis. This was how Kwassui Gakuin was 
established. Since then, for 126 years, undaunted by a great 
number of trials, Kwassui has kept sight of its original 
purpose and fulfilled its calling, and so has been able to 
reach the present time. During these years, 76 missionaries 
have responded to God’s call to come to serve here, and 
their prayers and devotion have been a support of the base 
of this institution. The education they have provided, arising 
from a spirit of reverence for God and love for other people, 
has raised up a large number of young women who have 
leadership abilities and noble characters. We erect this 
commemorative plaque with deep respect and gratitude for 
the missionaries who have served here over the years, and 
all those who have sent and supported them. ‘How beautiful 
on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news.’ 
(Isaiah 52:7)”

The road that leads up the Higashi (east) Yamate hill in the 
city of Nagasaki has become known as “Dutch Slope.” 
This is because at the beginning of the Meiji Era a foreign 
settlement was established in this area, so it was usual to 
come into contact with foreigners here. Part way up the slope 
is the main gate of Kwassui Women’s College; by going 
through it and climbing up the stone steps, the view at the top 
suddenly becomes visible.  On the right are the lawns of the 
campus grounds and the red roofs of the college buildings, 
while across the valley on the left is Glover Garden and the 
sea beyond.
 
Three camphor trees tower above the way into Kwassui’
s college campus, their thickly growing branches and 
leaves stretched out as if they are holding out their arms to 
welcome visitors to the campus. The founder herself is said 
to have planted these trees, and this is also mentioned in the 
school song. At the time of Kwassui’s 126th anniversary 
in December 2005, the school erected a plaque near the 
camphor trees to commemorate the missionaries who 
have been sent to Kwassui throughout its history. On it are 
engraved the names of 76 missionaries, all of them women. 

The Students Engraved on My Heart — 
Elizabeth Russell’s 40 Years at Kwassui Gakuin

                                             　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　by Nonomura Noboru, chancellor
                                                   　　　　　　　　　　　　　        Kwassui Gakuin, Nagasaki City

Kwassui’s founder, Elizabeth Russell, was sent to Japan, 
along with her missionary colleague Jean Gheer, by the 
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the American 
Methodist Church at the request of the Reverend John 
Davison, who had begun his own missionary work in 
Nagasaki in 1873. The two missionaries started their 
educational activities just eight days after arriving in 
Nagasaki. They had one student. According to Russell’
s journal, the student and her teachers did not know each 
other’s languages, and were communicating through facial 
expressions.

However, day by day, the missionaries’ Japanese improved, 
eventually to a level that enabled them to read the Bible in 
Japanese. The number of students also steadily increased to 
more than 40 after three years. At this point, the missionaries 
made up their minds to erect  a new school building, and 
magnificent premises were constructed on Higashi Yamate 
hill, with spacious accommodation for 60 boarders and 40 
commuting students.
 
Although the system of compulsory education in Japan began 
in 1873, the percentage of children actually going to school 
was extremely low, and for girls especially so. In fact, in 1882 
67 percent of Japanese boys were being educated but only 
33 percent of the girls, and Nagasaki followed the general 
pattern. In such circumstances, the development of schools 
for girls, such as Kwassui, can be said to have contributed to 
the spread of women’s education.

(Cont'd. on p7, Col. 1)

The plaque honoring the 76 women missionaries sent to 
serve at Kwassui Gakuin

Kindergarten children bringing gifts for Kwassui Jo-En (Girls' 
Home)

Elizabeth Russell, founder of Kwassui Gakuin
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problems, Park has set aside a time and place where they 
can come and talk freely. For her, as a missionary and as 
an evangelist, this is another important role. 

In reality, there is a limit to what can be conveyed in a 
chapel message or in a lecture, but Park can personally 
introduce a local church to students who are interested in 
Christianity and attend worship services with them. This 
is an important role she can play in furthering solidarity 
between Christian schools and local churches. Through 
a work camp at Asian Rural Institute, with the theme “A 
Trip to Learn about the Founding Principles of Rakuno 
Gakuen,” as well as through a tour of the Ashio copper 
mine ruins, students are able to learn the history of the 
Ashio mineral poisoning incident and about Tanaka Shozo, 
who had a great influence on Rakuno Gakuen founder 
Kurosawa Torizo.

At a time when there is an absolute lack of Christian 
teachers, and when there is a question of how we can 
educate and nurture young people who have the Christian 
spirit, Park hopes that the work of missionaries can be of 
some help in realizing this goal.
 
       —Aminaka Shoko, staff
           Christian Schools Council on Cooperative Mission
           Pastor, Bethel Church
          (Tokyo District’s Southwest Subdistrict)

Consultation Planned for Churches 
in Korea, Switzerland, Japan

In July 1967, the Kyodan formulated a mission 
agreement  wi th  three  Korean  churches :   The 
Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK), The Korean 
Methodist Church (KMC), and The Presbyterian Church 
in the Republic of Korea (PROK). This occurred shortly 
after the Kyodan publicly announced its “Confession of 
Responsibility during World War II” in March of that 
year.

After 1910, when the Japan-Korea Treaty was 
formulated with Japan’s annexation of Korea, Japanese 
churches basically went along with national policy. 
However, when the Japanese churches asked for 
forgiveness for the past in the “confession,” a new basis 
for fellowship was established. Ever since that time, 
many church conferences and exchanges have been held 
between the two countries, and in June 1992, a revised 
mission agreement was formulated. Article 5 of this 
agreement calls for the participation of a representative 
of the Korean Christian Church in Japan as an observer 
at any public meeting of the Kyodan and the three 
Korean churches. Five such conferences were held 
between 1988 and 1997.

In 1885, evangelical churches in Switzerland and 
Germany initiated mission work in Japan through the 
General Evangelical Protestant Missionary Society 
(AEPMV). In 1988, after the end of World War II, the 
Schweizerischer Evangelischer Kirchenbund (SEK) 
formulated a formal mission agreement with the 
Kyodan, and in 1993, in accordance with that agreement, 
a mission conference was held in Kyoto. Mission 
conferences between the three countries–Switzerland, 
Korea, and Japan–have been held in Switzerland (1995), 
in Korea (2002), and in Switzerland (2006).

Another such conference will be held July 5-8, 2011, 
this time in Tokyo, Japan. The main theme is “The 
Bond of Peace: one Body, one Spirit, one Hope.” (Eph. 
4:3-4) The keynote speaker will be Kang Sang Jung , 
professor of communications at the Graduate School of 
Tokyo University. The Kyodan’s Executive Committee 
is working on the program details. (Tr. RK)  

                        　—Ishimaru Yasuki, executive secretary

Christian Schools Council (Cont'd from p.4)Elizabeth Russell’s 40 Years (Cont'd from p.6)

This is not the only area in which Kwassui showed itself a 
pioneer. For example, in music education, although according 
to the regulations for the public schools music (then termed 
“singing”) had to be included in the curriculum, putting 
this into practice was postponed on the grounds that for the 
time being singing would not be missed. However, from 
the beginning, Kwassui implemented music education in 
earnest. A liberal arts strand, including music, still flows as 
an undercurrent in the structure of the content of Kwassui’
s education. It is also worthy of note that in 1893 Kwassui 
became involved in children’s welfare activities with the 
opening of Kwassui Jo-En (Kwassui Girls’ Home), an 
institution that took in and educated girls who had lost their 
families due to a tsunami.
 
From the time of her arrival in Japan, Russell worked single-
mindedly for Kwassui. The fundamental attitude running 
through her 40 years of productive activities is shown in her 
words that are engraved on the relief found at the front of 
Kwassui’s main chapel. “If you could see it, you would find 
the girlhood of Japan written on my heart.”

Whenever we see these words, we are reminded of what we 
have learned from Elizabeth Russell and must pass on to the 
next generation: the attitude of loving our neighbors and of 
loving our students to such an extent that they are engraved on 
our hearts. (Tr. SN)
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On Saturday morning, Dec. 5. 2009, representatives of 
the mission boards of the former Japan-North American 
Commission on Cooperative Mission (JNAC)-member 
churches visited my office in Tokyo, and we had a pleasant 
conversation.  The representatives, as pictured in the 
accompanying photograph are Xiaoling Zhu, Common 
Global Ministries Board (CGMB) of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ)/United Church of Christ; David 
Hudson, Presbyterian Church USA PCUSA); Jhonny Baez 
and Barbara Boers (financial officer). Reformed Chruch in 
America; Rebecca Asedillo, United Methodist Church; and 
Bern Jagunos, United Church of Canada (UCC). I would 
like to report on one aspect of the discussion we had at that 
time.  

These mission board representatives raised the question: 
"In light of the religious solidarity that has united the Japan 
mission over the last 150 years, what does the future hold 
for us as we move towards 200 years?" In reply, I gave the 
following responses.

1. As we look back on the past 150 years of Protestant 
mission work in Japan, there are five areas in which the 
gospel message of Christ has been spread.  They are as 
follows:
  (1) Salvation from sin: the establishment of local churches  
      (This has been the primary work).
  (2) Salvation from poverty: social work (ministries of  
      mercy)
  (3) Salvation from sickness: hospital evangelism 
     (including ministering to victims of Hansen's Disease)
  (4) Salvation from ignorance: educational evangelism
    (mission schools, which overlaps extensively with youth
     evangelism)
  (5) Salvation from broken human relationships: family
      ministries

During these 150 years, missionaries have engaged in 
all these areas of Christian mission with great zeal and 
sincerity. Through these efforts, the Christian churches and 
their related facilities, along with mission schools, etc., 
have gained the recognition and trust of Japanese society, 
and this has continued to the present time.

2. With respect to the future strategy of the Kyodan, we 
want to focus particularly on the following areas included 
in the previously mentioned categories: 
  (1) Youth Evangelism.  We particularly want to work 
closely with Christian mission schools (junior high, 
senior high, and university). Beyond the transmission of 
knowledge, we aim also for the development of personality 
and the nourishment of the spirit. This is an area in which 
there can be strong cooperation between the schools and 
the churches, and there are many ways that missionaries 
can contribute meaningfully in this endeavor.

  (2) Family Ministries.  We have made it a practice 
to send our very best evangelists to key churches in 
outlying regions so that they can be a catalyst in helping 
surrounding churches revitalize their churches and 
associated kindergartens and welfare facilities. These 
outlying churches and the people they serve have a deep 
respect for missionaries, and so I believe that God wants 
us to continue to provide such mission personnel for the 
furtherance of this work.

3. Additionally, it has been reported that social problems 
influenced by the use of drugs is on the rise. Presently, 
this is a very difficult problem for us to deal with, as we 
don't have the necessary resources. Nevertheless, some of 
our larger churches as well as cooperative arrangements 
of groups of churches, are making efforts to deal with this 
problem. (Tr. TG & TB)
                          —Naito Tomeyuki, general secretary

Lft.-rt.: David Hudson (PCUSA), Xiaoling Zhu (CGMB), Bern 
Jagunos (UCC), Naito Tomeyuki (Kyodan), Barbara Boers 
(RCA), Jhonny Alicea-Baez (RCA), Rebecca Asedillo (UMC)


