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 “I Love Taiwan” (ILT) is an annual program begun by 
the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan in 2002, so this year 
was the 14th such event. This year’s event was held June 
29-July 16 under the theme of “The Present from God,” 
and 42 young people from foreign countries and 142 
Taiwanese (including staff) participated. Two persons 
from the Kyodan, sponsored by the Committee on Taiwan 
Church Relations, were among the participants.

Previously, I had thought of Taiwan as just a foreign 
country, but because of my experiences through the “I 
Love Taiwan Mission,” Taiwan became a huge presence 
in my life. I had many wonderful experiences through this 
camp, but for this report, I would like to touch on just two 
of them.

First, I was afforded the opportunity to watch the youth of 
my generation work closely together in preparing for the 
Taiwan Mission and seeing it through. I was particularly 
impressed by the joyful attitude they had as they carried 
out the various programs by themselves. While the 
percentage of the Taiwanese population that is Christian is 
not particularly high, being about six percent, seeing the 
youth take an active role in the Taiwan Mission was truly 
inspiring, and I thought that Japanese Christian youth have 
much to learn from them. It was such an encouragement 
to me that there were young people of my generation who 
worked for God in like this in another country.

The second aspect I would like to mention is that as 
part of the program, we were separated into groups that 
were sent to serve in various churches in outlying areas. 
The group I was in consisted of youth from Malaysia, 
Singapore, Taiwan, and Japan. As we were from different 
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countries with different cultures, and each of us from 
different backgrounds, coming together as one was not an 
easy thing; but having the same goal of the gospel is what 
brought us together in a joyous unity of heart. These were 
days in which I felt the beauty of the unity of the spirit as 
we worshiped the same God and worked together for his 
Kingdom. This has continued to be a source of strength for 
me since returning to Japan.

I am so thankful to have been able to participate in ILT. 
Both Taiwan and Japan continue to have a great need for 
the Gospel, and I think that the youth have a very important 
role in accomplishing this task. ILT is a “mission camp” 
that encourages and strengthens youth for such a role. I 
pray that from now on the missionary work in Taiwan and 
many countries will be blessed through ILT. Finally, I wish 
to thank the Kyodan for its support in sending me to ILT. 
And I thank the Lord for this opportunity as I make this 
report. (Tr. KY)

Executive Council Meeting Focuses on 
Relief Fundraising, Planned Events, and Future Direction

The seventh Executive Council meeting of the present 
two-year (39th) Kyodan General Assembly period was 
held July 4-5 at the newly renovated Japan Christian 
Center building, which recently finished its earthquake 
resistance upgrade. All 30 members were present. In his 
report, General Secretary Nagasaki Tetsuo reported that as 
of June 30, a total of 14,557,000 yen had been contributed 
to the Kumamoto Earthquake Fund from Japanese sources, 
and 2,996,500 yen had come in from overseas donations. 
Likewise, he reported on the plans for commemorating the 
500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation under the 
theme of “Moving Forward Together while Holding to the 
Biblical Gospel.” The beginning commemorative worship 
service is scheduled for June 22, 2017 at Fujimicho 
Church, to be followed by a national conference for junior 
and senior high school students at Megumi Chalet in 
Karuizawa, Aug. 9-11, and a church youth conference at 
Aoyama Gakuin University on March 21, 2018.

Also, before getting into the regular agenda, Assistant 
Office Manager Iida Aogu made a presentation on the 
upcoming International Youth Conference on the East 
Japan Disaster to be held at Kansai Seminar House in 
Kyoto. The four-day conference is to begin on March 
28, 2017, with the theme of “Aiming towards a Society 
with Sustainable Energy Sources.” As a follow-up to the 
International Conference on the East Japan Disaster held in 
March 2014 in Sendai, it will focus on developing the next 
generation of leadership concerning these issues. About 20 
participants from overseas will join about 30 from within 
Japan for this conference.

Kyushu District Moderator Umesaki Koji gave a report 
on the Kumamoto–Oita Earthquake. The district had hired 
the Vories Company to do an analysis of the damage to 
church buildings, with the result that of the 15 churches 
examined in Kumamoto, Oita, and Nagasaki, 3 were 
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 In front of the Tunghai University chapel (Author on far right)
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Gratitude for Kyodan Newsletter's 50th Anniversary

In January of this year, 2016, the Kyodan Newsletter 
(KNL) reached its 50th anniversary, with a total of 389 
issues as of this October newsletter. It is distributed under 
the auspices of General Secretary Nagasaki Tetsuo, the 
person responsible for its publication, Executive Secretary 
for Ecumenical Ministries Kato Makoto, and the KNL 
Editorial Committee, with the help of a former editor, 
retired missionary Hazel Terhune. Currently there is a 
circulation of 500 copies, and in addition to current and 
retired missionaries both inside and outside the country 
and related churches overseas, it is also being sent to 
missionary sending boards.

Publication Details and the Role of KNL

At the December 1965 meeting of the Executive 
Council's Standing Committee, an Information Center 
was established on a trial basis within the General Affairs 
Department, in recognition of a previous cherished 
desire for the Kyodan to have such a means of reporting. 
“Receiving overseas and national church news and sending 
Kyodan news overseas” became one of the projects within 
the work of the Information Center. Missionaries did most 
of the editing, and Issue Number One was published in 
January 1966.

This is a portion of the message that the Reverend Omura 
Isamu, general secretary at that time, inserted in the first 
issue. “It is 25 years since the Kyodan was inaugurated 
in 1941. We are deeply grateful that the Kyodan has 
developed through the generous cooperation and help from 
churches overseas in various phases of life and mission 
of the church. It is our great joy to announce to you that 
our 'Kyodan News Letter' will be released, starting from 
this month, to the end that we might engage in positive 
dialogue with churches overseas and that ‘together we may 
share in the common life.’”(I John 1:3).

That first issue published reports that the Rev. Ariga 
Tetsutaro had been invited to the Second Vatican Council 
the previous year as a representative of the church in Asia 
and, in the first part of January 1966, Roman Catholic 
priests who had been invited to the Council were hosted 
(by the Kyodan) for a whole day to gather information for 
the article “The Vatican and the Kyodan.” It also included 
an article about “Danchi” (high-rise apartment complexes), 
which typified Japan following World War II.

The newsletter consisted of three typewritten, single-
sided pages. The rate of publication was ten times a year 
until 1990, then six times a year until 2001, and since 
then five times. In the beginning, operating costs for the 
overall work of the Information Center were covered by 
subscription charges and funds from the Kyodan, together 
with substantial support from the Japan North American 
Commission on Cooperative Mission (JNAC), and from 
1974 through 1980, from the church in Germany as 
well. Following the dissolution of JNAC in 2007, KNL’s 
financial support became completely Japan-based.

Article Series Representative of the Past

There was a great response to the series “Japanese Rites of 

Passage and the Mission of the Church,” which continued 
for a total of eight times from May 1987 through March 
1988. While presenting the cultural customs that have 
become the rites of passage of Japanese people in general, 
the series introduced the concrete ways these were actually 
adopted and adapted by the church in accordance with its 
unique perspective.

Recent Distinctive Features

We are grateful for the warm support of overseas churches 
and organizations at the time of the 2011 East Japan 
Disaster and for the strengthening of exchanges between 
the Kyodan and overseas churches. Reports following 
the disaster have also been continuously presented, with 
special attention now being given to nuclear issues.

Responsible Persons

For a long time, under the Information Center Director, 
missionaries assumed the role of KNL editor. They are 
enumerated here by name and period of service, according 
to the Kyodan General Assembly’s historical materials.

January 1966 (first issue)-December 1976: Helen Post, 
missionary
January 1977-March 1979: Alden Ewart Matthews, 
missionary and Kyodan executive secretary
April 1979-April-December 1983:  George Gish, 
missionary
January 1984-1988: Carolyn B. Francis, missionary
      (She also took an additional post from May 1985)
Interim term: David Swain, missionary
January 1989-August 2004: Hazel Terhune, missionary
September 2004-March 2007: Kay Zebley, missionary

Following the reorganization of the Information Center 
after the Kyodan General Assembly in July 2007, an editor-
in-chief was appointed.

April 2007-March 2009: Executive Secretary Ishimaru 
Yasuki
April 2009-March 2010: Executive Secretary Kato 
Makoto
April 2010 to the present: The Reverend Kawakami 
Yoshiko

Due to the newsletter's constraints of space, the names of 
the many editorial committee members, persons in charge 
of the office, supporters, and translators over the years have 
been omitted, but we are grateful for their great work.

KNL in the Future

We want to continue the work of KNL as “taking part in 
the world mission of the Kyodan because it is a type of 
evangelism by means of words.” We also intend to follow 
those who have served with all their hearts by going still 
further to spread the news widely. (Tr. RT)

by Kawakami Yoshiko, pastor
Okubo Church, Tokyo District 
Editor, KNL Editorial Committee
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UMC Quadrennial Conference Held in Oregon
The Quadrennial Conference of The United Methodist 
Church (UMC) was held in Portland, Oregon from May 10 
to 20. I, Akiyama Toru, attended this conference along with 
the Reverend Takada Teruki, a Commission on Ecumenical 
Ministries’ staff member. General Secretary Nagasaki 
Tetsuo was scheduled to attend, but due to his illness and 
subsequent hospitalization, I attended as his substitute.

The UMC is not limited to the United States. With 
congregations in North America, South America, Asia, 
Africa, and Europe, it has a membership of approximately 
12,300,00. The UMC’s Quadrennial Conference is held 
once every four years, bringing together over 850 delegates 
from around the world. Added to these delegates were 
over 4,000 people who came to be a part of the conference 
in various ways. Held at what is said to be the largest 
convention center in the American Northwest, people 
around the world were able to follow these eleven days of 
proceedings via television and the Internet.

Although the Kyodan is not a member of the UMC, we are 
invited as a guest to attend each quadrennial conference 
because of our deep connection. Especially this time, we 
attended in order to express our gratitude for the support 
we received from the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) following the 2011 East Japan Disaster. 
The activities of the Sendai and Ishinomaki Emmaus 
centers, the Kohitsuji (Little Lambs) Camp, radiation 
measurements, and other activities are continuing in large 
part because of the more than 100 million yen received 
from UMCOR.

Because I was only able to attend the conference from the 
opening worship on May 10 through May 12, I am not able 
to share a detailed account of the conference. However, 
tables with five or six delegates per table were spread 
across the conference floor, from which you could barely 
see the other side because of the size of the conference hall. 
Seated on the stage in front were the session conveners 

and parliamentarians, worship leaders, choirs, and over 50 
bishops who oversaw the proceedings of the conference.

A bishop heads each church board, and I was able to view 
closely the episcopal structure and authority within the 
UMC. Of particular interest to me was the way voting 
and voices from the floor were handled. No hands were 
raised. Rather, each delegate had an instrument similar 
to a smart phone. These were used to vote as well as to 
notify the chair of a delegate’s desire to speak. When the 
instrument was used for voting, a large electronic bulletin 
board at the front registered the voting results immediately. 
When wanting to address the floor, a delegate would use 
the instrument to indicate to the chair whether his/her 
statement was in favor or in opposition to the topic being 
discussed, before being recognized. Following recognition 
from the chair, statements were limited to three minutes. 
After one minute passed, the electronic billboard clearly 
indicated how much time the speaker had remaining. In 
this way, the long speeches that often plague our Kyodan 
General Conference were avoided.

The theme of this conference was “Therefore Go,” taken 
from Matt. 28:19-20. “Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.”

Addressing this theme, the president of the Council 
of Bishops, Bishop Warner H. Brown, Jr., energized 
the conference with a powerful sermon that I consider 
the highlight of the conference. Amid several standing 
ovations, Bishop Brown spoke powerfully of our mission 
as Christians and the possibilities we have as we take the 
gospel and confront the darkness of the present age. (Tr. JS)
                 — Akiyama Toru, chair
                    Commission on Ecumenical Ministries

2016 Trilateral Conference Convened in Switzerland
Once every four years, the Schweitzer Evangelischer 
Kirchenbund (SEK), an alliance of Protestant churches in 
Switzerland, “mission 21” (the branch of SEK in charge 
of missions),  the Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK),  
the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea(PROK), 
and the Kyodan hold a joint conference referred to as the 
Trilateral Conference. This year, Switzerland was the host 
country, and the conference was held at the headquarters of 
Mission 21, which is in Basel. 

Prior to the conference, on Sunday, July 3, I, executive 
council Kato Makoto visited Sasaki Ryoko, who in April 
2016 was appointed as a missionary to the Cologne-Bonn 
Japanese Church. That day a joint worship service was held 
for the people of the whole region. As the worship service 
began after 11 o’clock in the morning, we were able to 
attend mass at the Cologne Cathedral, which was a worship 
service geared for families. I was impressed because the 
small chapel in the back was almost completely filled, and 
the priest actually seemed to be having fun as he gave the 
sermon.

That afternoon there was a “Straßenfest” (Streetfest), a 
festival that has become a traditional event celebrated 
before the summer break. There were about 20 booths, all 
of them managed by the churches, and they became a great 
place for fellowship. Without hesitation, Sasaki Ryoko 
used German words that she had recently learned and 
boldly attempted to make conversation with many people.
The Tri-nat ional  Conference was held in Basel , 

Switzerland from Wednesday, July 6 through Friday, 
July 8. The Committee on Swiss Church Relations, 
which is under the Kyodan’s Commission on Ecumenical 
Ministries, is responsible for the Kyodan’s participation in 
the Trilateral Conference. Chairperson Yokoyama Motoo 
and Secretary Hiroishi Nozomu participated together 
with Chung Naomi, a seminary student at Tokyo Union 
Theological Seminary who represented the youth, and 
Hironaka Yoshimi, a member of the executive office staff. 
The Kyodan has a mission agreement with the SEK but at 
present is not sending any missionaries. Because of that 
fact, a major issue for the Kyodan at this year’s conference 
was deciding what type of involvement the Kyodan should 
continue to have in the Trilateral Conference in the future. 
Following discussion about the situation of the churches 
in each country, there was a proposal to try something 
new: holding a youth gathering once every two years. The 
plan is to have a youth gathering in 2018 in Korea, the 
next host country, with six young people each to be sent 
from Switzerland and Japan. It was recognized that youth 
mission is a very important challenge for all three nations 
of the Trilateral Conference. During the two-country 
discussion that was held between the SEK and the Kyodan 
on the morning of July 8, the issue of the cost associated 
with sending missionaries to Switzerland was raised. When 
the Swiss delegation was asked about the cost, they replied 
that there would need to be a guarantee of eleven million 
yen per year. Upon hearing that answer, everyone was 
temporarily at a loss for words. (Tr. KT)
             　　　　　  —Kato Makoto, executive secretary
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 Komyo-en Kazoku Church’s Unique History and Ministry

Komyo-en Kazoku Church is located in a national 
Hansen’s Disease Sanatorium. Of the 13 national Hansen's 
Disease Sanatoriums, two are located in Okayama 
Prefecture – Nagashima Aiseien and Oku Komyo-en. 
Although Nagashima Aiseien is the more well known of 
the two, Komyo-en is actually 20 years older. 

With only 13 such institutions in the whole nation, one 
might wonder why two are located in Okayama Prefecture. 
Oku Komyo-en was originally located in Osaka and was 
known as Sotojima Sanatorium. Likewise, the church was 
originally named Sotojima Kazoku Church. According 
to the Reverend Fukuda Arataro, visiting pastor of the 
congregation, the word kazoku, which means “family,” 
was added to the name of the church because the members 
had been separated from their families and many had 
entered the sanatorium under assumed names to avoid 
bringing shame to their families. Thus, the church opened 
its doors to them as a family.

When the sanatorium was destroyed by the Muroto 
typhoon in 1934, 187 patients, staff, and family members 
perished in the disaster. The government made plans to 
rebuild in the Senri District of Osaka but was unable to 
do so because of strong opposition by local residents. 
At the back of the 60 acres that made up the grounds of 
Aisei-en in Nagashima, an unused plot of about 20 acres 
was available where the sanatorium could be rebuilt. Four 
years after the 1934 typhoon, those patients who had 
survived were being housed in five sanatoriums across 
the nation as they awaited the opening of Oku Komyo-en 
Sanatorium.

According to records, in May 2015 there were 1,718 
residents of the sanatoriums nationwide, with 132 residing 
at Oku Komyoen. (Currently there are fewer than 130 
at Komyo-en, among whom 23 are members of the 
congregation). Roughly 80 residents pass away each year 
nationwide, and currently the average age is 84 years.

On Nov. 11, 2012, Komyo-en Kazoku Church celebrated 
the 100th anniversary of its founding. The small church 
was crowded with over 100 people who came from as far 
away as Kanto and Kyushu areas to join in the celebration. 
We did not think that many would come to such an event, 
but on second thought it was a 100th anniversary, and 
there would likely not be another such celebration. So the 
event far surpassed our expectations.
Our congregation is different from an average parish 
church because one day its ministry will come to an 
end. When the sanatorium is closed, the church will be 
closed along with it. Until that day comes, as long as we 
are physically able, we desire to continue our worship 
services and prayer meetings.

Currently, there is a pastoral vacancy at our church. The 
Reverend Otsuka Shinobu is serving as the interim pastor. 
Our Sunday morning worship services are led primarily 

by retired pastors and the mid-week prayer meetings 
have been led by Aioi Church and congregations in the 
central region of the Okayama District, for which we are 
very grateful. Since the spring of 2015, Kurashiki Church 
has been holding its prayer monthly prayer meetings 
at Komyo-en Kazoku Church, which has been truly an 
unexpected blessing.

For the past several years the Kansai Choir League of 
the Korean Christian Church in Japan has been visiting 
Komyo-en annually, and along with sharing their beautiful 
music, the members have joined us in playing games 
and other fun activities. Given that recently only four or 
five people have been able to attend the performances 
of their beautiful music (and last year there were only 
three), we sent word that perhaps this should be the final 
year for their visit. We began the event, thinking it would 
be the final one. But as we enjoyed our time together, 
something happened that changed it all. One person said, “I 
remember years ago when the folks from Komyo Kaikan 
sang and the folding chairs were all set up in rows. The 
names of the donors are written on the backs of those 
chairs. I was surprised to find my father’s name written 
on one of those chairs. He was a pastor and had donated 
that chair. That shows just how many years we have been 
coming.” 

The Church member Hanamura Keiko, who had kept 
repeating, “This is the last year,” said, “Let’s do this again 
next year,” and everyone laughed out loud in agreement. 
So we concluded the gathering with a round of applause, 
agreeing to meet again next year. So they will continue to 
gather to rehearse and to perform. What a wonderful thing 
indeed! (Tr. AKO)

               　　　 　—Nanba Satsuya, member and
                    　　　 Komyoen Kazoku Church
                    From Higashi Chugoku District News, No. 160

Combined children and adult worship service at Komyoen 
Kazoku Church on Sept. 15, 2014
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Thinking of Scripture during Work at an Agricultural School

                         　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 by Matsuda Yoku, teacher 
                              　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Aino Gakuen Agricultural High School
Typically, I don’t have a clear sense of the Holy Spirit. 
However, I feel it in my work at school. Isn’t it that warmth 
that wells up in our hearts as we work and pray together 
when we confront the problems that come our way? Isn’t 
this the power at work in the hearts of the non-Christian as 
well as the Christian?

Nurturing Life, Receiving Life at School

I am responsible for actual farm work at Aino Gakuen 
Agricultural High School, a Christian school in Mie 
Prefecture. (The characters for Aino mean “love 
agriculture.”)  This is a small school of about 60 students, 
all of whom live in the dormitory. Food self-sufficiency at 
our school is about 70%. We practice organic farming and 
produce most of the food we eat.

On our farm we are involved in all six areas of farming: 
crops, vegetables, fruit, poultry, swine, and dairy. We grow 
rice by using the aigamo (rice-duck) farming method, 
an organic process that utilizes ducks in the flooded rice 
paddies to control weeds and pests rather than depending 
on herbicides and pesticides, and fresh eggs and milk 
from our own cows and chickens are on our dining table 
each day. This causes us to reflect on our own lives as we 
realize that we are sustained by the life cycles of our farm 
products.

Every morning before breakfast, our students do farm 
work from 5:00 to 6:00. Then, after arriving at school, 
they participate in morning worship. Along with scripture 
and hymns, a member of the faculty or student body 
speaks openly from his/her own experiences, interests, or 
reflections on Christianity.

“The Bible says ‘Seek and you will find,’ so I want to 
pursue something.” “At our school I feel that something is 
missing when we don’t sing a hymn. I think we should sing 
something together other than the school song.” These are 
quotes from students who had never read scripture or sung 
hymns before coming to our school. As someone who grew 
up in a home with Christian parents, I must confess that 
somehow I thought the Bible and hymns were meaningful 
to Christians only. However, our students have taught me 
that they leave a significant influence in their hearts.

On the other hand, I also hear less than positive remarks 
about Christianity. “There is no God. I’ve never even 
thought that I needed God.” “I don’t understand it when the 
staff say they are praying. What they are saying and what 

they are doing is different. If they really believe in God, 
shouldn’t they be thinking more about us?” Our students 
are listening carefully to what we say, and watching closely 
what we do and how we approach them. Our task is not 
simply to quote scripture but rather to express our faith 
continually in our daily interaction with students.

Accepting Another’s Problem as Your Own

At our school, there are many times when prayers are 
offered. Beginning with prayer before morning worship, 
there is silent prayer before our evening meetings, and 
students’ prayers before lunch. There is also prayer during 
individual counseling.

Our students face numerous problems. They often feel 
lost as they consider their future and what their next step 
should be following high school. They struggle with 
interpersonal relationships among their classmates. There 
is frustration with school rules against dating, and many 
students struggle with relationships in their own families 
as well. As we listen to our students’ problems, we often 
feel at a loss for answers. At times like that, I suggest that 
we pray together. At that time, I feel something that has not 
come from me, but a warm and soothing force that brings 
brightness to one’s face.

“No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, 
God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.” (I 
John 4:12) If we believe that God is love, I believe that 
the Holy Spirit works in the relationships formed when 
we accept another’s problems as our own. When I was 
struggling as a student myself, I experienced the truth of 
these words of scripture through the care of my pastor.

Faced with the problems of our students, I painfully 
experience my own lack of maturity. At those times I find 
support in this prayer: “Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. Then 
I will teach transgressors your ways, so that sinners will 
turn back to you.” (Psalm 51: 12-13)

With a renewed “steadfast spirit,” I want to be transformed 
from my inabilities. With this as my constant prayer, and as 
I continue to seek guidance from above, I want to be able 
to give full attention to each person I am with, to lend my 
ear, and to do everything that I can do to help. (Tr. JS)

 From Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend), May 2016 issue 

Matsuda Yoku, author

One of the students who guides children during an agriculture 
experience classroom
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Challenges Facing Japanese Churches in Germany
                                                                                                                                by Sasaki Ryoko, pastor
                                                                                                     Cologne-Bonn Japanese Protestant Church

I was sent as a Kyodan missionary to the Japanese 
Protestant Church in Cologne-Bonn and arrived here in 
April of this year. In 2015 the church experienced the trial 
of having no pastor for a year but was able to continue the 
observance of worship services every week, without fail, 
because of God’s leading and the help of many persons, 
such as area ministers and persons from overseas who were 
studying in Germany, for which the church members and I 
are very grateful.

The Japanese Protestant Church in Cologne-Bonn is 
proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ on the German 
Rhine riverside in Cologne. The first worship service was 
held in a room at the University of Bonn seminary student 
dormitory and afterwards was moved to Cologne, where 
worship services and house meetings have continued 
for the past 38 years. Historically, it is an overseas, 
foreign-language church. Of course, the fact that a small 
Japanese group has carved out this kind of history is due 
to the Lord’s support, but the second factor is that the 
church is affiliated with the German Evangelical Church 
(Evangelishe Kirche in Deutschland [EKG]), the Rhineland 
Evangelistic Church (Evangelishe Kirche in Rhineland 
[ERiR]), and the Kyodan, which have been blessed through 
their Mission Cooperation Agreement. Furthermore, due to 
the fellowship’s regular combined worship services, etc., 
with the church here lending us a place of worship at no 
cost, the fact that our Japanese church on German soil is 
not independent has deep meaning. Experiencing the long 
years of unity in Christ can also be said to be a special 
characteristic of overseas churches.

In regards to the German religious community, which has 
offered us this kind of blessed situation, we have come to 
think that giving a witness as believers to the outstanding 
nature of the Japanese church, with its emphasis on “prayer, 
Bible reading, and offerings,” is the mission of the church 
built in this land. A few days ago, the pastor in charge of 
foreign-language churches in the Rhineland Evangelistic 
Church conducted a ministerial installation service, and 
I was very happy to hear many people say that they are 
learning much from the Japanese church. My work is a 
tiny part, but while witnessing together with the church 
members, we are seeking church growth.

Family members of company transferees and students 
studying abroad are at the core of most overseas foreign-
language churches, and since transfers of church members 
are frequent, I have heard that church structuring is 
difficult. However, almost all of our church members are 
married to German persons or are making their home in 
Germany, so for an overseas foreign-language church, 
its situation is very stable and church structuring can be 
done. While we have fewer than 20 church members, with 
their God given gifts, they are together doing the best they 
can to attend worship and support the church, but from 
here on the existence of the church financially as well as 
numerically will be a serious issue.

At one time, we received financial help from the religious 
sector of the German state, but five years ago that 
was discontinued. Even in the church in the Christian 
country of Germany, which will be celebrating the 500th 
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation led by Martin 
Luther, many people have left the church, and the church 
is weakening. Thus, the German church is in a very severe 
financial situation and unable to reach out to Japanese 
churches. Previously, we were protected even financially 
under the umbrella of the German religious sector, but now 
lacking this support, we have fallen into financial trouble. 
However, due to this very situation, the believers’ faith is 
being tested. It is a chance to come to one’s senses, and 
I think this will be a new challenge for several years to 
come. 
At the same time, we must also realize that the time has 
come to return to our beginnings. Church formation is not 
we humans working diligently to evangelize and increase 
the number of persons; instead, it is the body of Jesus 
Christ that anticipates the leading of the planner of the 
foundation, Jesus Christ. For that reason also, I believe that 
if the faith of each church member is blessed abundantly, 
it follows that the Lord will work and make use of it. 
The Lord Jesus is going ahead and leading us through a 
situation considered ended, so we should not live as though 
we were walking a darkening path. Rather I am earnestly 
hoping for a walk that is taken while waiting for the 
sunrise. We would be blessed if you remember and pray 
for this small German church that will be facing future 
challenges. (Tr. RT)Congregation enjoying an outdoor worship service

Installation service of Sasaki Ryoko as church pastor
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2 Missionaries Key in Okinawa Christian Institute’s Founding

In 1957, 22 years after the battle of Okinawa, the 
Okinawa Christian Institute (present-day Okinawa 
Christian Junior College and Okinawa Christian 
University) was born out of the desire of Christians in 
Okinawa who had experienced the misery of war to 
nurture a new generation of young people who would 
take on the task of building a peaceful island. It was 
the second university to be established in Okinawa, 
following the University of the Ryukyus. Its founding 
was not initiated by overseas mission boards. However, 
it could probably never have been established without 
the tireless efforts of two missionaries from the United 
States who gave themselves fully to this project: Walter 
W. Krider from the Methodist Church and Maeda Itoko 
from the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). The 
first President, the Reverend Nakazato Chosho, provided 
the necessary spiritual guidance for the Institute, but it 
was the financial assistance of missionary Krider and 
the curriculum skills of missionary Maeda that helped to 
get things started.

Krider received his MA degree from Boston University 
Graduate School of Theology in 1920 and came to 
Japan the following year. He was involved in mission 
work in Tokyo until l922 and in Nagasaki until 1935. He 
returned to the U.S. and became quite rich as a lumber 
merchant but returned to Japan in 1955 to continue his 
mission work in Okinawa. He contributed generously to 
mission work in Okinawa and to the establishment and 
maintenance of Okinawa Christian Institute until 1960. 
His financial assistance was outstanding. 

Okinawa Christian Institute began in Shuri Church, 
which was then within the Okinawa Kyodan, but 
was later able to put up a new building in a corner of 
Shuri Castle Park. (It has since moved to the town of 
Nishihara.) In order to erect the new building, Krider 
donated US$10,000 that he had made as a lumber 
merchant. The church in Okinawa did not have adequate 
financial resources to build the school at the time, but 
Krider also worked through the Interboard Committee to 
call upon churches in the U.S. to contribute to building 
the new school. As a result, the Methodist Church, the 
Disciples of Christ, and The Evangelical and Reformed 
Church each contributed $10,000 for a total of $30,000. 
After returning to the U.S., Krider died in 1965.

Missionary Maeda Itoko became a missionary to 
Japan but was actually a Japanese person born in 
Tokyo in 1918. She grew up in a house with a strong 
Buddhist atmosphere but became a Christian and felt 
a call to ministry while attending Seigakuin College in 
Tokyo, under the influence of Jessie Trout. Following 
graduation, she became a teacher at Seigakuin and 
Keisen Jogakuen Senior High School, after which she 
went to the U.S. and studied at College of the Bible 

of Eastern Mennonite College. After completing her 
studies, she was recognized as a missionary by the 
American Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
and sent to Okinawa in 1956, where she engaged in 
mission work that included endeavoring to bring about 
the establishment of Okinawa Christian Institute. She 
worked hard to create a course of study that would 
compare with the high level of education she had 
experienced at Seigakuin. She designed the curriculum 
and helped to choose the staff. Her contribution was 
formidable. Outside of class, she was equally dedicated, 
making comments to students concerning their manners, 
behavior, and language and even accompanying them 
to their job interviews. Sometimes she smiled, and 
sometimes she scolded. This happened so often that 
they dubbed her “the scolder who also smiles.” But 
her students admit it was both her affection and her 
severity that enabled them to grow. She also directed her 
enthusiasm towards preaching in and leading women’
s groups in the church. After leaving Okinawa, she was 
sent to Brazil and passed away in the U.S. in 2007.

Along with remembering the contributions of both 
Krider and Maeda, we are reminded of their relationship 
to the U.S. military bases in Okinawa. During the 
1950s and 1960s, while they both were active in 
Okinawa, land was being expropriated and bases were 
expanding. Two of their former students accused them 
of depending too heavily on the U.S. military bases. In 
order to maintain the school buildings and raise money 
for scholarships, it is said that they took students with 
them to military bases and visited the chapels to ask 
for donations. Christian education and the relationship 
between mission and the military bases is one that came 
into question from this early time and continues to be 
questioned today. (Tr. RW)

                                              —Dean Kim Young-Soo  
                                                  Office of Chaplaincy

Walter W. Krider Maeda Itoko
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Churches in the 17 districts of Kyodan utilize substantial 
funds, received from offerings, to promote cooperative 
evangelism through “mutual aid” in each district, 
subdistrict and congregation. Without such a mechanism, 
small rural churches, as well as churches without full-time 
pastors (i.e. multiple-charge churches and churches with 
interim pastors), would not be viable.

For this reason the former mutual aid system known 
as Kyodan Subsidies for District Activities, which was 
administered by the districts with voluntary contributions 
for mutual support, was phased out by the 2014 Kyodan 
General Assembly. Following this overhaul of regulations 
by the Kyodan, a mutual aid system was reinstituted under 
the name of Evangelism Fund System, through which all 
districts participate responsibly on a weighted contribution 
basis that is now administered by the Kyodan. With this, 
then, the Kyodan initiated an epoch-making, church-wide 
mutual aid system on a large scale. We can now honestly 
say the Kyodan is a church that is sustained by its mutual 
aid system.

Relevant to this, the Kyodan presently consists of 1,714 
churches, with 173,672 members, among whom 85,001 
are communicants, and 2,061 active ministers. (Figures are 
from the 2016 Kyodan Yearbook). As we consider these 
realities, it is important to be aware that, for example, 35% 
of the 50 churches in the East Chugoku District spanning 
Okayama and Tottori prefectures are without a minister, 
as is the case in 13% of all churches nationwide. Looking 

at this data, we can generally say that while the number 
of churches has not changed much from before, there is 
a great change in the numbers of members, especially 
communicant members, which has fallen drastically. This 
leads to a decline in the capacity for offerings. In fact, this 
problem was very strongly related to the startup of the 
aforementioned Kyodan Evangelism Fund System.

From within this reality, the Kyodan has chosen “Let us be 
on fire for gospel evangelism” as its watchword. On this 
subject of evangelism, Kyodan Moderator Ishibashi Hideo 
gave the following message in his greetings to the 2016 
General Assemblies of each district:

“To be sure, there are many churches facing difficulties 
due to the advance of aging and declining birth rate in the 
church, even to the point of threatening the existence of the 
church in some places. But it is by the power of evangelism 
that churches, which make up the body of Christ, have 
been erected in these regions. I am encouraged to see, in 
areas where evangelism is difficult, churches living in faith 
that ‘The Lord of the Church is present in this town’ and 
formulating visions of evangelism uniquely suited for each 
community, and to hear their voice, ‘We are on fire for 
Gospel evangelism!’”
The Kyodan is seeking to unite on this point and is 
receiving the hope given to the Church that lives in the 
Lord. (Tr. DM)            
                   —Nagasaki Tetsuo, general secretary

A Message from the General Secretary

A Call for Churches to “be on Fire for Gospel Evangelism!”
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seriously damaged, 9 were significantly damaged, and the 
rest were only slightly damaged. However, in the ensuing 
downpours, there was also considerable water damage 
from leaks and flooding.

The Committee on the Future Concept of the Kyodan, 
established by the Executive Committee for this general 
assembly period, has met 14 times so far and submitted a 
36-page report. The chairperson, Vice-moderator Sasaki 
Michio, gave a 30-minute presentation of the committee’
s findings. Much of the discussion dealt with the analysis 
of Kyodan statistics as well as various proposals on how 
the Kyodan should relate to other organizations. Following 
acceptance of the report on the first day of discussion, the 
Kyodan’s core leadership (moderator, vice-moderator, and 
secretary) met by themselves to draft a proposal on how 
to deal with it. On the second day, following the regular 
agenda business, Moderator Ishibashi Hideo proposed that 
the report be returned to the committee for further work 
because references to debates outside the Kyodan had been 
pointed out during the previous day’s deliberations, so the 
report needs to be rewritten. This proposal was accepted by 
a majority vote, and the report was returned for rewriting.

There was also a special Executive Council meeting held 
on Aug. 30 in which a goal of 180 million yen was set for 
fundraising for the rebuilding of churches and parsonages 
damaged or destroyed in the April 2016 earthquakes in 
Kumamoto and Oita. (Tr. TB)

                                     —Kato Makoto, executive secretary

(Cont'd from p. 1)

Executive Council
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