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When I served at Wesley United Methodist Church 
(UMC) in San Jose, California, we held a Blue 
Christmas worship service. I had never heard the 
term before, and I was interested in the concept it 
expressed.

Blue Christmas, or Longest Night, is a service of 
worship designed for people suffering with pain, 
loss, isolation, and grief in the Advent season. The 
service is often held on or around Dec. 21, the 
longest night of the year, although Wesley UMC 
held this worship service in November or at the 
beginning of December because of its very busy 
schedule of other events and gatherings. Later, 
we changed the name of the service to the “I 
Remember You” Worship Service.

For some of us, Christmas can be a time of stress 
and fear. Joy and cheer sometimes are overwhelmed 
by sadness. People in that situation feel alienated 
and set apart from family celebrations; they are 
experiencing depression and sadness and yet are 
often compelled to “put on a happy face” for 
others, denying their true feelings.

A Blue Christmas worship service is the place for 
such people, and they can be there as they are, with 
their sadness and pain. The service may include 
candles, meditative music, Psalms of lament, 
prayers for healing, blessings, and a message for 
people feeling a sense of loss. At Wesley UMC, 
just after the Blue Christmas service, we introduced 
our Stephen Ministers, who had received special 
training to be with people experiencing sorrow, 
pain, or trouble and needed someone with them. 
The service testifies to the struggles of Mary, 
Joseph, and Jesus that are often overlooked and 
provides a safe place of rest, comfort, and healing 
where we can acknowledge the struggles that we 
all face. 

“Blue Christmas”: A Service for Worshipers in Pain and Grief
                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　by Nishinosono Michiko, pastor
                        　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　   Takinogawa Church, Tokyo District

Some of us have lost our loved ones due to 
accidents, diseases, or great natural disasters, such 
as an earthquake, typhoon, or volcanic eruption. 
Others have lost their parents, siblings, children, or 
close friends. A number of us may mourn for the 
loss of our pets. Others have become unemployed 
or have lost their homes and the normal lives that 
they used to have. Great pain and sorrow over such 
losses surround us. We may still find empty and 
dark places in our own hearts. The joyful Christmas 
melodies may not sound in our hearts. 

Our Savior Jesus Christ, however, came as a light 
in the darkness to embrace our pain, sorrow, and 
loneliness. He also struggled, suffered, and grieved, 
and He brings us comfort and God's forgiveness 
for our sin. He accepts and holds us, knowing our 
faults, weaknesses, and regrets, but He is always 
with us in the midst of our pain, sadness, and 
loneliness. Blue Christmas reminds me about Jesus 
as light in the darkness. 

In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not comprehend it. (John 1:4-5, NKJV)

 The “I Remember You” Worship Service at 
Wesley United Methodist Church
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39th Kyodan General Assembly Held in Tokyo

The 39th Kyodan General Assembly was held Oct. 
28-30 at the Ikebukuro Metropolitan Hotel, with 374 
of the 400 delegates attending. There were also 13 
overseas guests in attendance. The theme was “Building 
a Kyodan that Evangelizes: Promoting Evangelism 
Rooted in a Unified Faith.” The first part of the program 
was opening worship, with Nishi-Chiba Church Pastor 
Kishita Nobuyo giving a message entitled “Putting 
Our Hope Only in the Lord.” The business meeting 
began with the approval of the agenda, followed by the 
moderator’s report. Kyodan Moderator Ishibashi Hideo 
reported on the various issues of main importance to 
the Kyodan as “an evangelizing Kyodan, the number 
one mission of the church”: funds for evangelism, the 
nurture of pastors, the church’s statement on the nuclear 
incident, and the statement issued by the International 
Conference on the East Japan Disaster, the Kyodan's 
relationship with Okinawa District, and the Japan 
Christian Center building.

The election process for the three main officers, which 
started on the evening of the first day, began with the 
election of the moderator, and Moderator Ishibashi 
Hideo, pastor of Koshigaya Church, Kanto District was 
elected for a third term. In his greetings he said, “I take 
my reelection seriously, and I will seek to promote a 
Kyodan ablaze with evangelism—evangelism based on 
a unified faith.” In the election of vice-moderator that 
followed, delegate Sasaki Michio, pastor of Shizuoka 
Church, Tokai District was elected. This is the second 
time that Sasaki has been elected consecutively as vice-
moderator since the 36th General Assembly. As is the 
custom for the election of secretary, the moderator 
and vice-moderator nominated the present secretary, 
Kumoshikari Toshimi, pastor of Akita Sakura Church, 
Ou District and those in the assembly hall approved his 
election. In his greetings, Secretary Kumoshikari said, 
“During my two terms of four years, I have been shown 
that the Kyodan is supported by the prayers of various 
churches and by the prayers of overseas churches. 
Furthermore, I want to relay the thoughts of those 

serving in rural areas and those in small-membership 
churches to the entire Kyodan. I want to share with the 
entire Kyodan that the rural churches are cheerfully 
evangelizing as rural churches.”

Among the agenda items this time, the focus was on 
“the Bill for Abolishing the Kyodan Subsidies for 
District Activities.” The various views in favor of the 
abolishment included the opinions that “there is no 
official place for reporting the finances and the concrete 
usage of the subsidies” and “district activities as such 
have become unclear, and we want to switch over to a 
new system in order to realize actual district activities.” 
Opposition to the bill included the view that “if Kyodan 
subsidies for district activities are abolished, this 
will be linked to the abolishment of many churches.” 
Other such views were expressed, but as finally voted, 
it was decided to abolish the Kyodan subsidies for 
district activities. This was accepted, and the “Bill on 
the Institution of Rules for Evangelism Funds” was 
introduced. During the consultation, revised bills were 
put forth by two members, resulting in the vote to 
approve the revised bill proposed by delegate Omura 
Sakae.

Since the 35th General Assembly, a fellowship event 
for the laity has been held after the completion of 
business on the second day, but at this general assembly, 
a meeting was held under the title “Reorganization of 
the National Laity Organization.” The National Laity 
Organization had lost its true nature due to the Kyodan's 
internal dispute in 1969. This time, the National Laity 
Organization was reorganized after 45 years, through 
being “One in the Lord” and a “mutual fellowship 
of believers,” and has as its goal contributing to the 
promotion of the Kyodan’s Gospel evangelism. Its 
general assembly will be held the year between each 
biennial Kyodan General Assembly. (Tr. RT)

        　　　　　　 —Kato Makoto, executive secretary

Lft.-rt.: Secretary Kumoshikari Toshimi, Moderator Ishibashi 
Hideo, Vice-moderator Sasaki Michio, and General 
Secretary Nagasaki Tetsuo

Rev. Cheng Wen-Jen, guest representative from PCT, 
addressing the assembly, with Dr. Lee Meng-Jer translating
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30th Anniversary of the Kyodan-KCCJ Covenant Celebrated

On Sept. 16, the Kyodan and the Korean Christian 
Church in Japan celebrated the 30th anniversary of their 
Mutual Mission Agreement, which was established on 
Feb. 8, 1984 at the Tokyo Korean YMCA in Chiyoda, 
Tokyo. There were 25 members of the Kyodan and 34 
members of the KCCJ present. 

Kyodan (former) Vice-moderator Ito Mizuo presided at 
the opening worship, with KCCJ President Cho Joong 
Rae, pastor of Funabashi Church, giving a sermon 
entitled “Stand on the Mountain.” He spoke on Elijah 
being called by God out of the cave where he was hiding 
to stand on the open plain with the remaining people 
who had not bowed down to Baal, as recorded in I 
Kings, and used that incident to challenge both churches 
not simply to maintain their mutual agreement but rather 
to begin walking down a new road together. 

After introducing the members at the lunch reception, 
Kyodan General Secretary Nagasaki Tetsuo facilitated a 
discussion of four panelists about the present and future 
of their agreement. Each panelist’s presentation was 
instrumental in facilitating lively discussions.

1) KCCJ General Secretary Lee Keun Soo, pastor of 
Ogaki Church, spoke on the past and present history 
of the agreement and said he felt that discussion of 
the agreement had not properly penetrated the local 
churches. He also mentioned that during the discussion 
of the ratification of the Mission Agreement with the 
Kyodan at the KCCJ General Assembly in October 
1983, which included a contribution from the Kyodan 
of 100 million yen for cooperative mission, someone 
questioned whether those funds should be considered as 
reparations. He then stated that now, after 30 years, “We 
must clearly state what the fruit of the last 30 years has 
been, and what has changed.”

2) Heo Bae Kki, chair of the Lay Committee and pastor 
of Tsukuba Tokyo Church, had made a careful study 
about the future of the agreement. He introduced a 
variety of issues for consideration, including clergy 
exchange and potential cooperation in missionary 
training and utilization, providing places of worship 
for new churches, and working together for Korean 
nationals and the rights of Korean residents in Japan. 
Also, preparations have begun for the KCCJ-sponsored 
“International Conference for Minorities and Mission 

Strategies,” to be held in the fall of 2015. The Kyodan is 
being asked to cooperate.

3) Harita Makoto, member of the Mutual History 
Study Committee, declared it a joy to have partnered 
for 30 years and suggested that “in order to have a 
deeper fellowship and better cooperative mission, it is 
necessary to revise the wording of our agreement and 
establish a new policy.” The ambiguous language of the 
original agreement needs to be changed in accordance 
with a new understanding of mission. He feels that more 
churches will be able to support the cause and work 
together if there is clear understanding.

4) Kobashi Koichi, also a member of the Mutual History 
Study Committee, said that it is necessary to deepen 
mutual understanding of cooperative mission in order 
to minister to youth, women, board members, children, 
clergy, et cetera. Also, it is necessary to take up such 
issues as laws governing foreign residents, with both 
churches cooperating with NCCJ affiliates and other 
organizations for mutual understanding. 

KCCJ Vice-president Kim Sung Jae, pastor of Nagoya 
Church, presided at the closing worship. In his sermon, 
entitled “Restoration of the Life and Power we have 
Shared,” Ishibashi Hideo commented that Peter’s first 
sermon caught the souls of the people, leading them to a 
truly renewed life of worship, communion, and mission. 
(Tr. WJ)

    —From Shinpo (The Kyodan Times), No. 4807

30th Anniversary of the Kyodan-KCCJ Covenant Celebrated
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California Church Ministers to Racial and Ethnic Minorities
      
                                                                                          by Sahara Koji, Kyodan missionary
                                                                                                Sycamore Congregational Church
                                                                                                El Cerrito, California

I am serving in the Sycamore Congregational Church 
in America in El Cerrito, California. This church 
is a part of the United Church of Christ. The UCC, 
especially, has a posture of struggling with social 
justice issues, valuing the various aspects of race, 
culture and sexuality, with the characteristic of 
evaluating them proactively.

At present, there are three missionaries sent by the 
Kyodan who are serving in northern California, 
and within the churches, there exists not only a 
supportive relationship with the various churches 
but also support of meetings for Japanese-speaking 
Christians. Looking ahead, there are many issues, but 
within this Japanese-language ministry in the USA, 
which includes all the Japanese-American churches, 
there is an important meaning of existence that is not 
evident from size alone. 

When racism is mentioned, we think of the 
discrimination and violence against African-
Americans of an earlier era, maybe with the 
viewpoint that this is a thing of the past. However, 
American theologians of Asian descent say that 
racism is at work presently and think that it will also 
continue to exist in some form. More than violence 
or hostility that can be seen, racism is functioning as 
a system. Specific nationalities, races, and the groups 
with ethnic, racial and economic power (namely 
Caucasians of European decent), who operate the 
system according to their own value standards, 
actualize racism through education, government, 
religion, and culture, which works to put pressure on 
various minorities. 

Living among these value standards, immigrants 
from other countries suffer the pain of assimilation 
into that controlling culture, and many of the second 
and third generations of Japanese born in the USA 
question whether they are really accepted in the USA, 
saying that they experience alienation. However, 
theologians of Asian descent see that in the midst 
of the pain of that alienation there is an invitation 
being spoken by God, which they are reflecting on 
theologically regarding that special role. In Japanese-
American churches, there are those who have gone 
through the racial and historical pain of internment 
camps during World War II and have gone on to 
form churches that walk together with various other 
minorities. Within these churches, I see people who 
experienced such camps opening their hands within 

the pain they have been given to connect with other 
persons in the work that God has entrusted to them.

Among the members in the Japanese-language 
division where I serve presently, while it varies in 
degree from person to person, there are those who 
feel lonely because they are not completely able 
to make the USA their homeland. They cannot 
completely become Americans and with the passing 
of time are losing their identity as Japanese, so they 
are living in a cultural crevice. I often become aware 
that even among persons who have lived in the 
USA for a long time, become immersed in society, 
and work in English, there is still this loneliness of 
living an in-between existence and having a sense of 
alienation. However, in the midst of this pain, I think 
there is meaning and a role that God has given us into 
which the gospel has spoken. At least, this church 
must celebrate the lives of those experiencing this in-
between existence and take the role of affirming that 
culture positively.

Racial identity is very fluid. With the increase of 
marriage between races and between nationalities, 
the identity of people of Asian or Japanese descent 
will continue to change. However, I think that in 
every generation, God has work that God has given 
this church, which is walking as an ethnic minority. 
The UCC’s motto is “God is still speaking.” Now as 
always, God is facing us and speaking through our 
existence. (Tr. RT)

A worship service in remembrance of 
the church’s founders, held at the cemetery



No. 380, December 20145Kyodan Newsletter

Commission on Mission Sees PCT Ministry in Taiwan
                                                                              by Gushiken Atsushi, pastor
                                                                             Yomitan Church, Okinawa District

The sixth meeting of the Commission on Mission 
during the 2013-14 General Assembly period took 
place in Taipei, Taiwan, Oct. 6-8. On the first day 
we visited two churches, the first being Suang-Lien 
Church, which celebrated its 100th anniversary just 
last year. The head pastor, Rev. Chen Wen Chin, 
and several church elders told us about the history 
of the church and its ministry. After that, we went to 
Tai-An Church in Taipei, which began its ministry 
in a section of older apartment buildings 55 years 
ago. 

In May, Tai-An Church had just dedicated its fourth 
sanctuary building, which is part of a large building 
with four floors underground and eight floors 
above ground. Rev. Lo Lien Sheng, the head pastor, 
described to us the church’s mission outreach, 
especially focusing on its mission work in Malawi, 
Africa. We were overwhelmed by the scale of the 
work this one church was able to do.

On the second day, we visited the Mackay 
Memorial Hospital in the northern part of Taiwan, 
which had been founded by Dr. George Mackay of 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada. This hospital 
has been a pioneer in the medical infrastructure 
of Taiwan and continues to lead the way. We 
followed that with a visit to the headquarters of 
the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, where General 
Secretary Lin Fang Chung gave us an overview 
of the PCT. The PCT will be celebrating its 150th 
anniversary in 2015 and for the past few years 
has been implementing a training program for the 
laity entitled “Each One Reach One, Doubling Our 
Numbers.” We concluded the second day with a 

visit to Tamsui, where Dr. Mackay first began his 
work. There we visited Tam-Kang High School (part 
of a mission school from kindergarten through high 
school), Aletheia University, and Tamsui Church.

On the final day, we went to Taiwan Theological 
Seminary and first  met with professors of 
missiology. We then held our own meeting in a 
room there, where we heard reports and discussed 
the agenda items that are being carried over into 
the next general assembly period. Concerning this, 
Chairperson Harita Makoto made the following 
comment: “One of the issues that this committee 
deals with is the mission strategy of the Kyodan. 
In an age of globalization, we need to pay attention 
to the changes in society and continue our research 
into how best to build a structure to deal with that.” 
The following seven areas are ones we have dealt 
with in this commission that will be handed over to 
the new Commission on Mission of the upcoming 
general assembly period: the strengthening of ties 
with both the Japan Christian Social Work League 
and the Japan Association of Christian Nursery 
Schools; the continuation of the subcommittee 
considering issues surrounding disabilities; the 
establishment of a counseling center for pastors 
and their families; the issues surrounding church-
related kindergartens and nurseries in the context 
of evangelism; research into mission preparedness 
in an age of globalization; the holding of a mission 
strategy conference; and beginning to deal with 
mission strategies. At the end of our meeting, we 
expressed our gratitude to our translator, Tsai In 
Tsu. (Tr. TB) 

Partner representatives visit Taiwan Theological Seminary

Kyodan Commission on Mission members visiting with 
PCT General Secretary Lyim Hong Tiong at the General 
Assembly office
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SCF(Student Christian Fellowshipm) Members Visit 

Tokyo’s Anti-nuclear Tent Village 
                                                                                                           by Ueno Yosuke, member
                                                                                                                Hanamaki Church, Iwate Prefecture

On Sept. 11, 2011, following the East Japan 
Earthquake (in March), two tents opposing nuclear 
energy were put up in front of the Ministry of 
Economy, Trade, and Industry in Tokyo. People 
from all over Japan, as well as people from around 
the world, have visited this site, where information 
about nuclear energy and radioactivity is displayed 
and discussed. While the national government has 
charged the group with unlawful occupation of 
the space, there is another group of people who 
fervently support them. This group consists of 
mothers, grandmothers, and other women from 
Fukushima. As a group, they are quietly continuing 
their appeal, “We do not need atomic energy.”

As one who knew nothing about atomic energy 
and radioactivity at the time, my anxiety grew 
stronger daily following the disaster. For the first 
time I realized that ignorance could prevent me 
from protecting myself. From that point on, I spent 
every day checking the Internet, reading books, 
even going as far as Fukushima to attend lectures 
to gain a basic knowledge of nuclear energy and 
radioactivity. While being told that there was no 
danger, the more I learned about the effects of 
radioactivity, the more concern I felt. Wondering 
if others simply did not understand, or whether I 
myself was confused, I felt a strong need to share 
what I was learning and feeling. The SCF answered 
that need. SCF members listened to the information 
that I had obtained and provided opportunities for 
me to see other material and discuss my concerns. 
However, in the midst of the varied understanding 
and opinions, I began to feel frustration, trying to 
develop my own view regarding nuclear energy 
and radioactivity. One day a friend told me about 
the tent village, so in January 2012 I made my first 
visit, together with some SCF members.

Among the participants, there was one from 
Fukushima who had a friend working at the nuclear 
power station as well as ones who were abroad at 
the time of the disaster. Thus, since we had such 
different experiences with nuclear power, most of 
us had not really come to a firm position on the 
subject.

Regarding the tent village itself, it took considerable 
courage for me to visit the first time because I had 
imagined a tense atmosphere and confrontation. 
However, after visiting a second and third time, 
we became attracted to the people we met there. 
We were greeted by different women on each visit, 
but each of them had a gentle spirit and would 
engage us in discussion without pressure. When 

asked direct questions, such as “Is Tokyo safe?” or 
“What’s wrong with nuclear energy?” they would 
simply say, “Please investigate and study the issue. 
Then things will become clear for you.” Their calm 
response made a deep impression on me.

In April 2014, about ten of us visited the tent 
village. It was my fourth visit. This time I met a 
woman who had moved to Tokyo from Fukushima 
so that she could participate in the sit-in. When 
speaking of the conditions of the sit-in and her state 
of mind, there was no doubt of her strong opposition 
to atomic energy. On the other hand, she herself 
wonders how long the sit-in will continue and said 
that she would like to quit if she could. After all, 
she is ready to return to the normal lifestyle she 
knew before the earthquake. Seeing this woman, 
who has given up her comfort to engage in this sit-
in, caused me to feel embarrassment and shame. 

Reflectively, she also said, “Because I am here, 
I have been able to meet many people. When I 
realize that the nuclear plants would probably be 
back in operation if it were not for this anti-nuclear 
movement, I feel that though slight, there has been 
some change.” Although the end is not in sight 
and the heartbreaking sit-in continues, I feel that I 
am hearing hope. I sincerely believe that the tent 
village will continue to encourage us to confront 
the nuclear disaster, and as long as there is nuclear 
energy, it will remain an essential site.

This spring I returned to my home in Iwate 
Prefecture. While remaining open to the thoughts of 
others, from now on I want to follow the example 
of those women who have so strongly influenced 

(Cont'd on p. 7)

SCF members with women from Fukushima at the anti-
nuclear tent
(1st row, ctr.: author; 2nd row, far left: SCF Director Noda 
Taku)
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Berlin Mission Celebrates its 190th Anniversary
                                                                                                     by Ito Mizuo, former Kyodan Vice-moderator

The Berlin Mission was founded in 1824 as a 
united church of the states of Berlin-Brandenburg-
Silesian and Upper Lusatia. It is the organization 
for overseas missions of the Evangelical Church 
of Anhalt and is called the Evangelical Church of 
Berlin-Brandenburg-Silesian and Upper Lusatia 
(EKBO). Thus, this year is the 190th anniversary 
of its founding, and the event was celebrated at a 
conference with its partner churches, which was held 
Aug. 30-Sept. 2. I attended on behalf of the Kyodan 
as its vice-moderator.

EKBO has maintained fellowship with the National 
Federation of Kyodan Women’s Societies since 
before the unification of East and West Germany and 
has held exchanges with Japanese youth since 2002. 
It has also reached out to add the Japanese-speaking 
Church in Berlin (Akiba Mutsuko, pastor) into its 
circle.
Last year, representatives from the EKBO visited 
the Kyodan office as well as the disaster area in 
Fukushima; later Moderator Ishibashi paid a visit 
to EKBO. This deepening of relationship between 
our two churches has been continued through my 
attendance at the celebration conference.

The celebration was held in a courtyard at the 
headquarters on the afternoon of Aug. 31, and 
there were participants from 16 overseas churches 
with greetings from more than 40 representatives. 
The interesting thing was that all the church 
representatives were requested to bring a rock from 
their respective countries and talk about that rock in 
their greetings. Often, a long series of greetings gets 
rather boring, and I think this was an effort to prevent 
that. I decided to take a small piece of lava rock from 
the base of Mt. Fuji and shared with the participants 
how Mt. Fuji symbolizes Japan in so many ways.

On Sept. 1, the plenary session of the conference was 
held under the theme of “Reconciling the World.” 
It was on that day 75 years ago that Germany 
invaded Poland, bringing about the start of World 
War II, so this was an especially appropriate way 
to commemorate that event. EKBO Bishop Markus 
Droege and representatives from England, South 
Africa, and the Presbyterian Church in the Republic 
of Korea gave presentations on this theme. In the 
evening of the same day, there was a memorial 
worship service held at St. Mary’s Church that 
was jointly conducted by Bishop Droege and a 
bishop of the Evangelical Church of Poland, with a 
Bishop of the Catholic Church giving the sermon. 
As representatives from overseas churches, we 
participated in the precession up to the stage in 
front, as well as in the recessional at the end. It was 
symbolic of our joint prayer for “Reconciling the 
World.” (Tr. KY)

me and find ways to express my thoughts and 
concerns in concrete ways. Even if those concerns 
are not expressed through direct action, I believe 
they will be connected with the thoughts of those 
women.

Further comments by SCF Director Noda Taku

Following the nuclear disaster in Fukushima, day 
and night brought many anxious young people to 
SCF, which adjoins the parsonage in which I live. 
One of those young people was Ueno Yosuke. With 

him as a leader, we began a seminar that was held 
twice a month at SCF. The decision to visit the tent 
village was the result of the prayers of this group. 
The richness of SCF is not simply in the smiles 
shared together but also in sharing anxiety and pain 
in rich church fellowship. Recently, the tent that 
these women and elderly people had occupied was 
destroyed by a right-wing group, but their protest 
against nuclear power continues. (Tr. JS)

— From Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend), July 2014 issue

     Summarized by KNL Editor Kawakami Yoshiko  

(Cont'd from p. 6)

Participants sightseeing at Brandenburg Gate in Berlin
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This year I have participated as an official observer in 
several general assemblies, including of course, the 
Kyodan General Assembly as well as several district 
assemblies where I gave greetings and participated in the 
discussion. Most memorable for me personally, however, 
was participating in two such assemblies in sister churches 
in Korea, where I went for the first time in my life. Those 
were the Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK), Sep. 22-25, 
and the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea 
(PROK), Sep. 23-26. Even though I have many friends in 
Korea and have had opportunities when I could have gone 
for visits, I had not been able until now to actualize them. 
Part of the reason for that was simply my inability to travel 
to the places where Japan had done such terrible things as 
though nothing like that had transpired.

Come to think of it, however, when I mentioned this in 
my prayer at the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan in April, 
as well as when representatives from churches in the 
Philippines and Southeast Asia paid visits to the General 
Secretary’s Office, they seemed quite surprised by my 
references to this issue, as it was to them ancient history 
from the generation of their grandparents. So I mention it 
as something that is an integral part of my remembrance as 
one who lived through that generation.

With respect to the two denominations that I visited in 
Korea, there were numerous roles that I played. One was 
to give greetings to the Saemoonan Presbyterian Church, 
which had so quickly responded with aid after the March 
11, 2011 earthquake and tsunami, and also to preach 
a sermon at the Japanese-language service they have 
there. Dr. Nag Woon-hae of the Presbyterian College and 
Theological Seminary of the PCK had set things up for me. 
At the regular service, I was introduced and welcomed so 
kindly by the head pastor, Rev. Dr. Lee Soo-Young. Then at 
the much smaller Japanese-language service that afternoon, 
the church elders came and listened via simultaneous 
translation into the Korean language.

The other thing I did there was to accompany General 
Secretary Kim Byung-Ho of the Korean Christian 
Church in Japan to a presentation ceremony at the Yonsei 
University Medical Division’s Severance Hospital to 
receive the generous offering they had collected for the 
relief of foreign women victims of the East Japan Disaster. 
We really had a deep and warm time of fellowship there, 
and in my greetings to them, in addition to expressing our 
gratitude for their generosity, I described the situation of 
the many foreign women in the Fukushima area who are 
not fluent in Japanese and whose families have become 
separated.

The general assemblies of both these Korean churches 
involved gatherings of more than 2,000 delegates each, 
with the PCK Assembly taking place in Seoul at Somang 

Church. A main topic of discussion there was the issue of 
pensions for pastors. The PROK Assembly took place at 
the Bien Xanh Resort along the coast, where more than 
300 lives were lost in the Sewol Ferry disaster, and the 
issue of retroactive laws concerning that was one topic of 
discussion. However, what is important to note about these 
two assemblies is the atmosphere that was established in 
the opening and closing worship services, which were well 
beyond my expectations. 

The way the general assemblies were conducted was 
in both cases superb, and I sensed how both were in 
continuous prayer for the reunification of their country. 
As guest observers, we able to fit several presentations 
into breaks in the proceedings, including one at the PCK 
Assembly on “Healing and Reconciliation,” along with 
commemorating the 30th anniversary of their joint mission 
agreement with the KCCJ and touching on such issues 
as hate speech in Japan and the “comfort women” issue. 
We were also able to visit the work the PCK is doing with 
immigrant evangelism among many ethnic groups.

While at the PROK Assembly, we visited a ministry site 
where the evangelism of foreigners, mostly Chinese, is 
taking place, and we also went to the memorial site that has 
been set up by the government for the victims of the Sewol 
Ferry disaster to share in the grief of the Korean people 
over their great loss. Of the more than 300 victims, about 
one-third of them were Christian high school students. 
Thus, even though our two countries have difficult political 
relations at the present time, as fellow Christians, we were 
able to complete our mission in daily gratitude for being so 
warmly received. (Tr. TB)

                               —Nagasaki Tetsuo, general secretary
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