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Merry Christmas!

In the Bible, two of the Gospels report the birth of Jesus. 
In the Gospel of Matthew, it is the wise men, and in the 
Gospel of Luke, the shepherds, who make an appearance. 
Those who appear in each of the Gospels are different, 
but central in both stories is the existence of ‘light.” The 
wise men are led by a star and meet the baby Jesus. The 
shepherds who care for sheep in the midst of darkness are 
surrounded by the light of God’s glory and are informed 
of the birth of Jesus by angels. So although both Matthew 
and Luke depict the story of Jesus’ birth in completely 
different ways, what they have in common is that “light” 
has shined on people living in this world, that an account 
is given of persons living in this world being led to hope. 
There are places on earth that have lost light. Wandering 
and walking about in the darkness due to the loss of light 
and, with darkened reason, people are in despair. However, 
these two Gospels bear witness that without fail, God 
will rip open the darkness and will give humans “light” to 
shine on them!

At the beginning of July 2018, floods damaged a large area 
of western Japan. In the part of Okayama Prefecture where 
I live, which suffered extensive damage, there were 14,000 
flooded homes and a total of 61 deaths. (Of the 52 persons 
who died in Kurashiki City, 51 were in its Mabi district.) 
It was decided that Higashi-Chugoku District, the Kyodan, 
the Okayama Christian Disaster Support Headquarters, 
and the YMCA Setouchi would engage in the work of 
restoration together. At first, the work was shoveling mud 
and cleaning houses. Here and there, during the work 

The Light of Hope           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　   
                                                                                    by Ootsuka Shinobu, pastor
                　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　  Okayama Church, Higashi-Chugoku District

intervals, people talked about their pain and about loosing 
something important.

In December, in Mabi-cho, a center called “Mabikura” 
was established as a space to aid restoration. This name 
is the shortened form of the phrase “Mabi ni kurashi no 
nukumori o,” a name that includes prayers and wishes and 
means “providing warmth and light to Mabi’s daily life.” It 
was a time for ongoing restoration, but Mabi’s December 
night enveloped the town with overwhelming darkness. 
However, while standing in that area, shining light into the 
darkness to bring back warmth to continue restoration and 
encourage the hearts of the people living in that area, we 
carried out our work in faith. In August of this year, with 
the cooperation of the Kyodan, the Presbyterian Church in 
Taiwan, and the YMCA Setouchi along with 16 children 
from the disaster area, a camp for their refreshment was 
held in Taiwan. I sensed that little by little, the children 
were beginning to have smiling faces again.

The prophet Isaiah said: “The people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light; on those living in a land of deep 
darkness a light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation 
and increased their joy. They rejoice before you….” (Isaiah 
9:2-3, NIV) And the Gospel of John tells us: “The true 
light that gives light to everyone was coming into the 
world.” (John 1:9) The “light” that is mentioned here is 
Jesus Christ. The Bible says that a light of hope of saving 
the people who are in difficult situations came to reside on 
earth. This light of hope tears the darkness to pieces and 
shines forth. I believe that we want to tell many people 
about that light of hope that has come. (Tr. RT)

Mabikura: A Place of Comfort for Disaster Survivors
                   　　　　　　　　　　　by Nobuto Yoshihide, 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Wake Church and Mitsuishi Church, Higashi Chugoku District

Following the disastrous flooding of the Mabi-cho of 
Kurashiki, a city in Okayama, due to the extremely heavy 
rains that occurred in western Japan in July 2018, we set 
up a relief center in a rented store building, first repairing 
the damage to the structure. As we desired it to be a place 
that brought warmth and comfort to the lives of the people 
there, we named it “Mabikura” (an abbreviation of the 
Japanese phrase meaning that). Operated by the Okayama 

Christian Disaster Support Headquarters, it is a joint effort 
of the Mission Gathering of Okayama Prefecture, the 
YMCA Setouchi , and Higashi Chugoku District. Relief 
activities began in December 2018, and we plan to continue 
the effort until March 2021. A dedicated staff operates 
the center on a daily basis from 10 am to 5 pm. Mabikura 
focuses its efforts in three areas: providing a place to relax, 

(Cont'd on p. 8)
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Executive Council Considers Structural & 

Budget Proposals
The fifth Executive Council meeting of the present 41st 
General Assembly period was held Oct. 7-8 at the Kyodan 
headquarters with 29 members in attendance. General 
Secretary Akiyama Toru gave a report on the damages 
caused by Typhoon 15 (called Faxai in international 
media), and Tokyo District Moderator Kishi Toshihiko 
detailed the damage to Habu Church on one of the Izu 
Islands, thanking council members for their expressions of 
support.

During the discussion, questions concerning Kyodan 
activities related to the succession of the emperor were 
addressed, and General Secretary Akiyama explained 
that the policy decided at the last General Assembly was 
that individual churches should conduct activities on the 
local level. He also stated that the Kyodan offices would 
not observe the special holiday that the government has 
designated for the ceremonies and would remain open.

Next followed a report on the fall licensing examinations 
for ministers in full standing and licensed preachers: 42 
persons took the exam for ministers in full standing, with 
32 passing; and 13 took the exam for licensed preachers, 
with 7 passing. Those passing were recognized.

The report of the Task Force on Evangelism in the Kyodan 
was shared by the chairpersons of its two subcommittees.
  1. Kishi Toshihiko, chair of the Subcommittee on the 
Implementation of the Basic Policies on the Promotion 
of Evangelism in the Kyodan, reported that the church 

magazine Shinto no Tomo (Believer’s Friend) is featuring 
a series of articles entitled “Churches to Remember in 
Prayer,” naming ones in each district.
  2. Kuze Sorachi, chair of the Subcommittee on Structural 
Reform in the Kyodan, reported its recommendation that 
the number of General Assembly delegates be cut in half to 
100 clergy and 100 laity, with 16 or fewer appointed voting 
delegates.

The Commission on Faith and Order’s report included a 
discussion from various points of view on the validity of 
ordination by the Evangelical Church Alliance. The report 
was accepted, but a question submitted by Kanto District 
was referred back to the Commission on Faith and Order 
for further deliberation.

During the financial report, a debate arose regarding the 
following two specific proposals in the budget for the 2020 
fiscal year:
   1. to increase the subsidy of the Solidarity Fund for 
Mission in Okinawa from 400,000 yen to 1,200,000 yen, 
and
   2. to allocate 7.2 million yen as funding for the National 
Christian Council in Japan.
As the apportionments for National Christian Council in 
Japan (NCCJ) members are determined every three years, 
it was decided to discuss with the NCCJ the reduction of 
the Kyodan’s apportionment for the next period. The vote 
on the budget proposal ended in a tie, so the moderator cast 
the deciding vote. (Tr. TB)
           　　　　　 —Kato Makoto, executive secretary

Visiting Churches Damaged by Recent Typhoons
             　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　by Kato Makoto, executive secretary

Typhoons 15 (early September) and 19 (mid-October), 
referred to in Western media as Faxai and Hagibis, caused 
damage from Kanagawa District and Tokyo District’s 
Higashi and Chiba subdistricts to areas northeast and even 
beyond Tohoku District. I will report on only some of the 
districts that were affected.

As I had been planning to visit Tohoku on a missionary 
personnel matter, I combined that with visits to the offices 
of both Ou and Tohoku districts as well as to Kawamata 
and Motomiya churches in Fukushima prefecture during 
the time period of Oct. 16 to 18. I was personally able to 
deliver relief funds from General Secretary Akiyama Toru 
to each of those districts and, at Tohoku District’s Mission 
Committee meeting on Oct. 18, heard the report listing all 
the damage suffered throughout the district. Although the 
damage was widespread and severe, I was left with the 
impression that the lessons learned from the 2011 Great 
East Japan Disaster had been well implemented so the 
response had been swift and effective. On Oct. 17, I visited 
Kawamata Church, which was hard to find, so I depended 
greatly on my car’s navigating system. I had heard that 
the river had flooded over its banks, but at first the effects 
were rather difficult to discern. The church parking lot was 

covered with sand from the flooding, but it was only as I 
was led inside the building that it became evident that the 
water had risen above the floor. Fortunately, the sanctuary 
and the newly rebuilt manse were high enough to avoid 
damage, but the Bibles, hymnals, etc. on the lower floor, 
along with the furniture, toilet, etc. all had water damage. 
While I was there, two representatives from the city hall 
came by, but one said that while the living quarters were 
eligible for assistance in the removal of debris from under 
the house, the church building itself was not. Nevertheless, 
removing debris and drying out and sanitizing the space 
under the floor is necessary, so financial assistance is 
still needed. I then went to visit Motomiya Church and 
kindergarten. Because of the flooding of the Adatara 
River, both the kindergarten and church were under water. 
The waterline could clearly be seen along the walls and 
windows, and it was almost at the same level as the church 
had experienced when it was inundated during the 2011 
tsunami. The fatigue of the people involved in cleaning up 
the mess was clearly evident on their faces. The church, 
which had just recently been rebuilt, had been reduced to 
ruins, so one can only imagine how dejected the pastor and 
parishioners must feel. Thus we need to ask ourselves how 
the Kyodan and the district should respond. (Tr. TB)

2019年12月号01.indd   22019年12月号01.indd   2 2019/12/06   16:242019/12/06   16:24



No. 405, December 20193Kyodan Newsletter

Christians between Japan and South Korea held a joint 
prayer meeting at Nihon Kirisuto Kyokai (Church of Christ 
in Japan) Kashiwagi Church in Shinjuku, Tokyo on Oct. 
9, amid the recent worsening political, economic, and 
societal relationships between the two nations. In addition 
to the Kyodan, representatives from the Korean Christian 
Church in Japan, the Anglican-Episcopal Church in Japan, 
the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Japan Baptist 
Convention, the Japan Baptist Union, the Japan Christian 
Church, and the Japan Catholic Council for Justice and 
Peace formed an organization committee to sponsor 
the event, and the more than 170 participants surpassed 
expectations.

This event was in response to prayer meetings held on Aug. 
11 in South Korea  by church people concerned about the 
present situation between Korea and Japan. They expressed 
the hope that Christians in Japan could also hold such a 
prayer event. About 20 Christians from South Korea came 
to attend the meeting in Japan. So as fellow Christians who 
look up to our Lord, who brought reconciliation through 
the breaking down of barriers through the shedding of his 
own blood, we joined our hearts together in prayer.
Following messages by Kyodan Moderator Ishibashi 
Hideo and General Secretary Rev. Dr. Lee Hong-Jung of 

the National Christian Council in Korea (NCCK), written 
prayers from ten representative South Korean and Japanese 
churches and organizations, including the YMCA, were 
read as part of a litany of prayer. A choir from South Korea 
also sang hymns of praise, which made the prayers for 
reconciliation and peace all the more powerful. Likewise, 
there was a report from a team that had visited Pyongyang 
in North Korea in July, and although the flow is indeed 
only a trickle, the Lord of reconciliation and peace is 
working in that situation. (Tr. TB) 
                     —Akiyama Toru, Kyodan general secretary

Japanese and Korean Christians Jointly Pray for 
Reconciliation and Peace

Regional Meeting Addresses Impact of Empires and 
Mission Responses

The Taiwan Ecumenical Forum for Justice and Peace 
(TEF) was constituted and inaugurated by the Presbyterian 
Church in Taiwan (PCT), partner churches, and ecumenical 
organizations to work with the PCT on its mission concerns 
related to the transitional justice and internal isolation of 
Taiwan. In order to deepen solidarity in northeast Asia as 
well as to provide and to clarify the issues involved, the 
TEF Steering Group has highlighted the nature of empires 
and its impact on Taiwan.

The Northeast Asia Regional Meeting on the Impact of 
Empires and Mission Responses is a small group of experts 
from northeast Asia (namely South Korea, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan, and Japan) whose aim is to discern the nature of 
international conflicts and national oppressive forces and 
to formulate common mission strategies and cooperation. 
This year the group met Oct. 11-14 in Shinjuku, Tokyo in 
the Kyodan Conference Room and the TKP Star Rental 
Conference Room. The 13 attendees were from Taiwan [6], 
the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea (PROK) 
[3], Hong Kong [1], and the Kyodan [3]. The following 
speakers addressed the impact of empires and mission 
responses to that: Rev. Toru Akiyama (Kyodan), Rev. Dr. 
Jae Chon Lee (PROK), Mr. Ljavakaw Tjaljimaraw (PCT), 
and a professor from Hong Kong.

Unfortunately, as Typhoon Hagibis hit Tokyo Saturday 
evening, Oct. 12, the conference schedule was shortened. 

On Sunday morning, participants joined the worship 
service at Waseda Church, which is adjacent to the Kyodan 
office. One-eighth of the population of Shinjuku Ward in 
Tokyo is from overseas. PROK representatives were so 
glad to meet their church members at Waseda Church. 
A public meeting was scheduled to be held at Ephphatha 
Church in Shinjuku, Kameoka Ken, pastor of its Church 
introduced its history. It was a significant time for us to 
learn about the local church.
                                  —Kato Makoto, executive secretary

© 2019 NCC
The banner for the joint prayer meeting, displaying the theme: 

"Breaking Down Barriers"  

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
to all KNL Readers

 Publisher: Akiyama Toru
  Editor: Kawakami Yoshiko     
  Copy Editor: Hazel Terhune, Timothy Boyle
  Executive Secretary: Kato Makoto
  Staff Assistant: Hironaka Yoshimi, Niina Tomoko
  Editorial Committee:  Tokuta Makoto, Kofukada Yutaka, 
                                   Suematsu Kozue, Kashiwabara Michiko 
  Translators:  Timothy Boyle, David Burger, Takata Tai,
                          Robert Terhune, Wayne Jansen     
   Note: The names of Japanese persons are listed in traditional order,  
               with last names first.

2019年12月号01.indd   32019年12月号01.indd   3 2019/12/06   16:242019/12/06   16:24



No. 405, December 2019Kyodan Newsletter 4

           

fellowship.
Finding it Hard to Fit in

There is one thing I’ve often heard from Japanese students 
who have studied abroad and came to faith in overseas 
churches. And that is that when they come back to Japan, 
they often find it hard to fit in when they try to become 
part of Japanese churches. Like many foreign students 
coming to Japan, they find the atmosphere of Japanese 
churches to be rather dull and somber. I sometimes still 
help out at Kobe Union Church, which was the second 
church to be founded in Japan after it opened up to the 
outside world at the beginning of the Meiji Era. Services 
are conducted in English but are also translated into 
Japanese over earphones, and so in addition to people from 
many countries, there are many Japanese, having either 
spent time overseas or being interested in becoming more 
international, who participate in the lively service.

A number of these people have had little exposure to 
Christianity before, but they are interested in improving 
their English and experiencing the foreign atmosphere, 
and so they come. Some people might think that this is 
not the mission of the church, but having such a place 
where people can feel comfortable and be welcomed into 
a fellowship that can be used by God to draw them to 
himself is surely pleasing to God.

I am, of course, not saying that Japanese churches in 
general should become like North American churches 
that are lively, open communities, as Japan has its own 
culture. Having a certain amount of solemnity in worship 
is a worthy goal. But it is also important to recognize that 
many people desire a more casual atmosphere, and so there 
are things that can be done to try to accommodate this.

This desire certainly isn’t limited to students. While it is 
not true of all Japanese churches by any means, what I 
have seen in many of the Japanese churches I have visited 
is that there is something about them that creates difficulty 
for outsiders to enter in. It’s not that such people are 
not welcomed, but it’s difficult to go much beyond that. 
Churches with few members naturally develop strong 
ties with each other, which is a good thing. However, 
I think it is important to be on guard that these don’t 
become exclusive relationships. For instance, if members 

Connecting with the Worldwide Church     
A Shinto no Tomo (Believer’s Friend) special series
　　Asking a Missionary to Japan
　　　The editorial staff of Shinto no Tomo asked this missionary, who had been 
　　　sent to Japan and ministered for almost 40 years, about how he viewed 
           the Japanese Church and what issues he sees that need attention.

A Church where Almost 
Everyone can Feel at Home

                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　             by Timothy D. Boyle, retired missionary
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 　　　　  United Methodist Church and Presbyterian Church USA

During the 1960s, there was a growing recognition in the 
US of the importance of relationships with Asia, and thus 
a program was begun at the East-West Center in Hawaii 
to invite college students entering their third year to study 
either Japanese or Chinese. I applied and was one of 
twelve to study Japanese for 15 months. I had no idea how 
learning Japanese would be useful to my future career, but 
the attraction of living in Hawaii for a year at government 
expense was certainly a big part of my motivation. The last 
three months of the program was a “homestay” in Tokyo, 
and this was my first time to come to Japan.

I later came back in 1971 as a short-term missionary with 
the United Methodist Church and was assigned to Sapporo 
in Hokkaido. I had a great time interacting with other 
young people in Japan (eventually marrying one of them) 
and returned to the US in 1974 to study theology and 
become a pastor. My wife and I returned to Japan in 1982 
as regular missionaries with the Kyodan and served until 
retirement in 2016.

During the first term of service back in Japan, I served 
as the pastor of Shintoku Church in Hokkaido, and after 
that, we transferred to the “international city” of Tsukuba 
as missionaries with the Ibaraki Subdistrict of Kanto 
District for 21 years. Scientists, researchers, students, 
and their families come to Tsukuba from many countries 
for extended periods, and so much of our work centered 
on meeting the needs of these people. I started Tsukuba 
International School to serve those with children and aimed 
to make their stay in Japan a more stable and fulfilling one, 
irrespective of religious background or lack thereof.

One other area of mission that stands out in my mind is 
that of helping with the ministry of Bethlehem Church 
of the Indonesian Minahasa Church in Oarai. As Kanto 
District was very active in helping to establish this work, 
I often went to that church to help, including preaching 
there numerous times. I even went to Indonesia to visit the 
Minahasa Church headquarters. The Kyodan, including 
many lay persons, played important roles in establishing 
and maintaining this ministry to Indonesians living and 
working in the area, and so it was with great joy that I 
heard that in November of 2018, the Kyodan and Minahasa 
Church signed a formal joint mission agreement that will 
facilitate further development of mutual ministry and 

(Cont'd on p. 5)
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In May 2019, I arrived in Pirapo, a southern city in 
Paraguay, South America, to become a full-time pastor of 
the “Pirapo Free Methodist Church,” also known as the 
“Sakai Keishi Memorial Free Methodist Church.”  
    
The church had virtually been vacant for forty years until 
2015, when the Kyodan sent missionary, Rev. Chibana 
Sugako, as a full-time pastor. Her encounter with the 
church was dramatic: she met one of the congregants 
from the church, nothing to attribute this to other than a 
plan of God. Within the next four years, she purchased 
a piece of land and built a new church building there. I 
am her successor and was installed as the new, full-time 
pastor. On June 23rd, a new church building was dedicated 
with thirty-five Christians attending as witnesses from 
all over Paraguay and Brazil. The settlement of Japanese 
immigrants in Pirapo began on August 2nd, 1960.  Mr. 
Sakai Kotaro, a Christian employee of an NGO named 
JICA, the Japan International Cooperation Agency, along 
with his wife planted a church in Pirapo and started Sunday 
worship services.  

Rev. Tsukamoto Minoru visited from Encarnacion Free 
Methodist Church to lead monthly worship services at 
Pirapo Church. Rev. Tsukamoto served many years in 
Paraguay, baptizing many Japanese immigrants. At one 
time, nearly twenty people attended at Pirapo Church.  Rev. 
Tsukamoto eventually left in the mid 80’s, and then pastors 
from various denominations ministered to the church. In 
the 90’s JICA withdrew from Paraguay. The church land 
had belonged to JICA, and the ownership was transferred 
from JICA to the city of Piparo. The church was first 
allowed to use the building, but in the end, had to leave. 
They borrowed another building, formerly a dormitory for 
an elementary school in the 23KM district, as their new 
church building. When Rev. Chibana first met them, there 
were only a few congregants. They were gathering on 
Sundays to listen to tapes of recorded sermons. 

Currently we have five congregants attending the Sunday 
services. The small change in the population of Pirapo 
allows little renovation. Inviting residents to church is 

The Pirapo Church in Paraguay Dedicates 
A New Church Building

                                                                                                          
by Rev. Ehara Yukiko, Kyodan missionary

never easy if they have known each other for so many 
years. Many communal events also fall on Sundays. 
Congregants as communal members usually attend such 
events and miss out on Sunday services. 

Among the three Japanese Free Methodist churches in 
Paraguay, the church in Asuncion, which is in the capital 
of Paraguay, has been preparing to incorporate these three 
churches as affiliates of the Brazil Free Methodist Church 
organization. The Pirapo Church is reluctant to become 
an affiliate. Instead, they are on the verge of taking a new 
step toward independence. The process of becoming an 
institutionalized as a religious corporation will be another 
challenge. 

Yguazu is another city founded by Japanese immigrants 
with a small Christian population. Once they met for 
worship at a Christian family’s home, but the family 
returned to Japan, and they had not been able to meet since 
then. I visited them in September, and we held a worship 
service there. Riding a bus from Pirapo to Yguazu for 
over three hours, I finally arrived around noon. We had 
lunch together, followed by a worship service. We enjoyed 
our fellowship and tea. I stayed overnight, and we had 
dinner together. We hope to meet regularly for monthly 
worship services. For Christmas and Easter, they will 
be invited to Pirapo Church for a joint worship service 
with communion. Please keep the Pirapo Church in your 
prayers.(Tr. DB)

subconsciously think that someone should understand 
something, even if it is not explained, that may make things 
difficult for newcomers who don’t have the necessary 
background information.

While I did experience some minor difficulties in adapting 
to Japanese churches, the “preacher’s wife” had even more. 
We were both commissioned as missionaries, but Japanese 
Christians often didn’t really understand that. Likewise, 
church members often had expectations of the pastor’s 
wife that were vague and not clearly explained. When this 
was pointed out, they would say they understood, but we 
didn’t really see any improvement.

Making the Church a Welcoming Place for Everyone

In the future, Japan will experience more and more people 
coming from particularly other Asian countries to work in 
Japan. Whether they like it or not, Japanese churches will 
need to recognize that they have a mission to reach out to 
these people. So, how are they to do that? While it may 
be difficult for Japanese Christians to visit and directly 
learn from overseas churches, they can visit churches such 
as Kobe Union Church and see how they can incorporate 
useful elements of other cultures and traditions, while not 
denying their own, and through this make their own church 
into one that can serve all people.

Dedication of the new Sakai Keishi Memorial Free Methodist Church 
building on June 23, 2019

(Cont'd from p. 4)
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Baikwa Gakuen’s Two Founders: 

Sawayama Paul and Naruse Jinzo
The history of Baikwa Gakuen began when a young man met 
Daniel Crosby Greene, a missionary of the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, in Kobe. His name 
was Sawayama Umanoshin. He was born in Yoshiki, Choshu 
Domain (the present Yamaguchi Prefecture) in 1852. As the 
son of a low-ranking samurai family, he learned classical 
Chinese literature and martial arts at Kenshokan, the local 
school.

When he was 14 years old, the Second Choshu War (a civil 
war before the 1868 Meiji Restoration of the imperial system) 
broke out.  Sawayama took to the field as a drummer of the 
Yoshiki Unit of the Choshu Army, where he witnessed his 
forces gaining an overwhelming victory with modern Western 
weapons. Then he decided to begin a long career in Western 
studies. In 1870, two years after the Meiji Restoration, 
Sawayama came to Kobe to seek support from former Yoshiki 
Unit Captain Utsumi Tadakatsu, then deputy-governor of 
Hyogo Prefecture. Based on his own experiences of visiting 
Western countries, Utsumi urged Sawayama to learn English 
so that he could complete his Western studies. Sawayama was 
introduced to D. C. Greene, who was engaged in missionary 
work in Kobe.

While Sawayama was regularly coming to Greene’s house and 
attending home worship, Greene recognized his innate talent 
and spiritual strength. Greene persuaded him to pursue further 
study in the United States. He introduced Sawayama to his 
brother Samuel Greene who lived in Evanston, Illinois, and 
asked Samuel if Sawayama could attend a preparatory course 
at Northwestern University while living at Samuel’s house. So 
Sawayama left for the United States in 1872.

Sawayama Paul Decides to do Mission Work in Japan

Living with the Greenes, Sawayama attended church and 
entered into the Christian faith, being baptized by Pastor 
Edward N. Packard at First Congregational Church of 
Evanston. In 1875 Horace Hall Leavitt, a missionary in Japan 
who had temporally come back to the US, met Sawayama. He 
exhorted Sawayama to begin his mission in Japan. Sawayama 
decided to become an evangelist in his own country and spent 
the rest of his time in Illinois reading Christian writings. He 
also changed his name to Paul, after Apostle Paul in the Bible.

In the summer of 1876, Sawayama went back to Japan and 
started working at Matsumura Dispensary in Osaka as an 
interpreter. The dispensary was founded by A. H. Adams, 
a medical missionary of Umemoto-cho Church, along with 
a Japanese medical doctor and a pharmacist who were also 
fervent Christians. It was located at the corner of Shinsaibashi 
Street and Koraibashi Street as a place of medical care and 
missionary activity. Umemoto-cho Church (now Osaka 
Church) was established as the first Congregational church 
in Osaka. One year later, in 1877, the Japanese staff and 
believers of Matsumura Dispensary established Naniwa 
Church as a self-supporting congregation. There Sawayama 
was ordained by Joseph Neesima (Niijima Jo) and became the 
first pastor of the church.

In October 1877, the plan to establish a girls’ school emerged 
among the people involved in the two churches. In January 
1878, Osaka Prefecture officially permitted the founding of 

the school, and it was named Baikwa Girls’ School after the 
two churches (Umemoto and Naniwa, which mean plum-
root and wave-blossom respectively). So baikwa is the 
combination of two Chinese characters taken from the names 
of the two churches: bai-ume (plum) and ka-hana (blossom).

Notably, Baikwa Girls’ School was established as a self-
supporting institution by Japanese Christians as well as 
by Naniwa Church. The school started with two Japanese 
teachers (Naruse Jinzo and Koizumi Atsushi), two teachers 
from the US (H. H. Leavitt, a missionary, and Miss Francis 
Stevens), and 15 students. Sawayama advocated the Christian 
spirit to be the founding spirit of Baikwa and showed his 
leadership as one of the executive board members.

In 1879, the school succeeded admirably in its educational 
reform with the arrival of Miss Abby Maria Colby as a full-
time missionary.  Colby graduated from Mount Holyoke 
Female Seminary and applied to become an American 
Board missionary after she had worked as a teacher. Baikwa 
Girls’ School’s curriculum was designed on the basis of 
Mount Holyoke’s to provide students with a well-rounded 
education in liberal arts. Under Colby’s guidance, the ideals 
of independence, thrift, patience, and service were put into 
practice. Both the teachers and the students studied hard. 
And thanks to the devoted efforts of many people, the school 
achieved a remarkable breakthrough.

Naruse Jinzo Facilitates the Founding of Baikwa

Naruse Jinzo, one of the founders of Baikwa Girls’ School, 
was younger than Sawayama by six years and was from the 
same town. He also studied at Kenshokan. After graduating 
from that school, he went to Yamaguchi Teacher Training 
School. While working at an elementary school as a teacher, 
his great dream was to educate students with new methods 
based on his own convictions. Fortunately, in the summer of 
1877, Naruse met Sawayama, who had come back to visit his 
hometown. When Sawayama told Naruse that he had studied 
in the US and that he planned to establish a girls’ school in 
Osaka, the young man was deeply impressed.

Following Sawayama to Osaka, Naruse soon embraced 
Christianity and was baptized at Naniwa Church. The 
official decision to establish the school involved many 
responsibilities. He had to rent a building and draw up a set of 
school rules. He not only taught full-time but also performed 

(Cont'd on p. 7)

Lft.-rt.: The two founders of Baikwa Gakuen: Sawayama Paul and 
Naruse Jinzo

2019年12月号01.indd   62019年12月号01.indd   6 2019/12/06   16:242019/12/06   16:24



No. 405, December 20197Kyodan Newsletter

Presbyterian Church in Taiwan Heads 
Taize Meditation Tour

miscellaneous tasks by himself, including preparation of 
educational materials and the necessary paperwork as well as 
management of the school building.

Thanks to his strenuous efforts, a proper school building 
was acquired one year later, and the number of the students 
gradually grew.  However, extensive building renovation 
resulted in a heavy load of debt. The school received a 
donation from a wealthy person in Nara Prefecture in order to 
pay its debts. Naruse, however, expressed resolute opposition 
to the receipt of this money because he was firmly dedicated 
to the principle of financial independence.

This triggered his resignation from Baikwa Girls’ School.  He 
decided instead devote himself to the work of evangelism. 
Before long, Naruse began mission work in Niigata, where he 
played a role in the establishment of a girls’ school. But the 
educational situation there was quite different from Osaka. 
Reportedly he persevered through hard times during this 
period.

Accepting the limits of his own competence, in 1890, he left 
for the United States to look for new possibilities in education. 
He studied Christianity, pedagogy, and sociology at Andover 
Theological College and Clark University. To learn as much 

as possible, he also visited various colleges, universities, 
and teacher training schools as well as churches, social 
institutions, and factories in which women were employed.

Upon his return to Japan in 1894, he came back to his old 
workplace as the principal of Baikwa Girls’ School. As a 
matter of course, Naruse actively adopted American ways of 
education for his school. Based on this successful experience 
in the girls’ school, he tried to establish an institution of higher 
education. However, it was quite difficult for him to change 
the school culture so drastically since it had been developing 
for 20 years. So he gave up the idea of establishing a women’s 
college at Baikwa.

In 1896 Naruse resigned from the girls’ school and began 
working to found a separate institution of higher education. In 
1901 he finally established Japan Women’s College* in Tokyo 
with the support of many people, including some in political 
and business establishments. It goes without saying that 
the school was literally a pioneering women’s university of 
Japan. Sawayama’s fervent passion for educating girls came 
to fruition in Naruse, who then mobilized public opinion and 
opened a new avenue for women’s education in Japan. (Tr. TT)
          —Yasuda Yukihide, Baikwa Gakuen Archives
___________________________________________
*Editorial note: Presently called Japan Women’s University.

of work to do, such 
as cleaning toilets, 
d i s t r i b u t i n g  f o o d 
a n d  c l e a n i n g  u p 
afterwards, preparing 
worship, throwing out 
the trash, singing in 
the choir, etc. Those 
w h o  a r e  i n v i t e d 
each week support 
the daily life of the 
corporate body. This 
time, the participants 
from Japan served 
in the choir and in 
meal  prepara t ion . 

Every day was plain and 
simple. It was a week in which participation in every task 
was directed toward prayer.

And during this period, in addition to young adult 
interchange between Taiwan and Japan, South Korea, Hong 
Kong and China, time was provided for sharing meals with 
the brothers and talking with them. Many of the young 
adults who participated this time had already taken part 
in the Kyodan’s expeditionary program or young adult 
work, and assumed leadership, so it was a program during 
which they could separate themselves from their busy lives 
to concentrate on building a relationship with God and to 
search their own hearts. (Tr. RT)

                                —Hironaka Yoshimi, staff
        Commission of Ecumenical Ministries

The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan led a Taize Meditation 
Tour from Aug. 23 to Sept. 5. The project was begun by Rev. 
Pan Chung-Chieh of Taichung University Student Center in 
PCT. This was the second year this event has been held, and 
this time, the Kyodan was also invited to participate to make 
it a joint program.

There were 16 PCT members, 7 Kyodan members, with each 
delegation having one person take the lead. The main part, 
Aug. 25-Sept. 1, involved taking part in an international 
gathering for meditation at the Taize Community, which is 
mainly for young adults from Europe who are18 to 35 years 
of age and transcends all religions, genders, and national 
boundaries. There were approximately 2,000 young adults 
who gathered from various places around the world.

The Taize community was created as an ecumenical Christian 
men’s monastery meeting in the small town of Taize in the 
Burgundy area of France by Brother Roger from Switzerland 
in 1940 and began as a place seeking to become a “sign of 
reconciliation” in a world divided and fighting. The monks 
(brothers), transcending differences in denominations, have 
a life of prayer and work together. Taize values prayer in the 
midst of silence; and the morning, noon, and evening prayers 
progress with long silences, prayer songs, and the reading of 
scripture. In addition to “deepening inner faith,” “solidarity 
with suffering persons” has been an important compass from 
its inception.

While there, in addition to the morning, noon, and evening 
prayers, time was spent in workshops (Bible study, 
environmental and social issues, art, etc.) and engaging in 
various tasks. On the first day, every person chooses a kind 

(Cont'd from p. 6)

Participants beneath the Bells of Taize
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In early October, I visited Germany for two reasons. First, 
I went to the Evangelical Mission in Solidarity (EMS) 
headquarters in Stuttgart to initiate a conversation on 
how to maintain a responsible dialog in our relationship. 
Afterward, I attended the “Interreligious Study Program as 
a Task for the Church,” hosted by EMS in Frankfurt, and 
spoke on mission cooperation between the Kyodan and the 
main German churches.

At the Frankfurt meeting, I heard speeches mainly by 
German ministers and seminarians from various study 
institutions who reported on interreligious dialog in India, 
Lebanon, and Japan. The passionate and refreshing three-
day programs addressed the meaning of such dialog and the 
importance for churches to have a dialog with each other. 
In the globalized world in which we now live and face the 
reality of unrelenting antagonism, it is very important for 
us to have interfaith dialog.

At the Henry Martin Institute (HMI) in Hyderabad, India, 
a thorough and theologically designed program is offered 
to give participants firsthand experience in dealing with 
issues of how to open up to others in a land where Hindus, 
Buddhists, Muslims, and Christians must all live among 
each other. The purpose is to help one another broaden our 
horizons of faith. A “Studies in the Middle East” course is 
offered from October to June each year at the Near East 
School of Theology in Beirut, Lebanon. People of various 
Muslim sects and Christian sects, including differing 
Orthodox sects, Maronite Christians, and Assyrian 

Christians that all have differing faiths and worship styles, 
consider together how to dialog with one another. At the 
same time, there is the issue of how Christian minority 
churches are to exist in this environment. I learned about 
the concept of “a community of unity in reconciled 
diversity.”

The NCC Center for the Study of Japanese Religions in 
Kyoto has an Interreligious Studies in Japan program. 
German ministers and seminarians participate each year 
from September through December to study Shintoism, 
Buddhism, and new religions in Japan to learn about these 
worlds from experts in their fields and also to visit actual 
shrines and temples. This is a very important EMS program 
to promote and encourage understanding. Unfortunately, 
only a few of us Japanese Christians are even aware of 
this research center. However, members of the German 
churches recognize the study center in Kyoto and the 
importance of its work. German Christians are given the 
opportunity to learn about the religious essence of Eastern 
religions like Shintoism and Buddhism and to experience 
Zazen (sitting cross-legged while meditating). Following 
the seminar, some German pastors have participated in 
Buddhist ascetic practices or gone on a pilgrimage of 
temples in Shikoku.

As Japanese Christians and churches are so few in number, 
it is urgent that we recognize the need to evangelize and 
build up the body of Christ, and at the same time, state our 
thoughts to the Christian world and make known that there 
is this area of thought as well. (Tr. WJ)                 

                                      —Akiyama Toru, general secretary

From the General Secretary's Desk:

International Conference on Interreligious Dialog 
Expands Horizons

supporting children, and supporting temporary housing.

Singing Coffee Shop

From this past May, a group of us from Wake and 
Mitsuishi churches have held a “Singing Coffee Shop” on 
the third Wednesday of the month from 1:30 pm, as part 
of our effort to give people a place to relax. Accompanied 
by guitar, bass, piano, and “djembe” (hand drums), we 
sing songs for about an hour. We make a point of including 
one hymn as a means of trying to connect people to Jesus, 
the “true place to relax.” Then we offer snacks and drinks 
around the tables as we provide a listening ear for people 
to tell us about the trials they faced during the flood, all 
the problems they have had to deal with in the aftermath, 
and their ongoing struggles. This program is sponsored by 

Higashi Chugoku District, which provides the necessary 
funding, including transportation costs.

Management Committee

The management committee consists not only of a 
representation from each of the sponsoring organizations 
but also Kyodan Executive Secretary for Ecumenical 
Minis t r ies  Kato  Makoto ,  who par t ic ipa tes  as  a 
representative of the Kyodan, which funded the repairs 
to the building in which Mabikura operates. Mabikura 
has also become a place where churches of various 
denominations join forces to serve the needs of the people 
affected by the disaster. It is our prayer that it will continue 
to do so. (Tr. TB)

From Higashi Chugoku District News, No. 175

(Cont'd from p. 1)
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