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The God Who is Human
                  
                                                                                                                   by Lutz Drescher Secretary,
                                                                                                                        East Asia Liaison Desk
                                                                                                                        Evangelical Mission in Solidarity
“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they 
will call him ‘Immanuel,’ which means ‘God with us.’” 
(Matt. 1:23)

It sounds like blasphemy to claim that the eternal, all-
transcending God, who is far beyond everything we can 
ever think or imagine, is "human." But this is exactly what 
happened at the very first Christmas more than 2,000 years 
ago. God became human.

God as the Child God showed himself not as a hero gifted 
with supernatural power but just the contrary. The Bible 
tells us that he became a small baby, utterly helpless, in 
need of love and care. "In need of love and care." That’s 
not accidental; that’s God’s way of making it easy for us 
to love him. My experience while traveling through many 
countries is that wherever there is a small child, it brings 
a smile to the faces of the people; it makes them soft. The 
helplessness of small children generates tenderness and the 
wish to protect and to embrace. This is one of the ways in 
which the inconceivable God encounters us and enables us 
to love (him).

The God With Us God revealed himself in Christ Jesus and 
became fully human, sharing our life from the cradle to 
the grave, or in Christ’s case, to the cross. We only receive 
the full understanding of Christmas at Good Friday and 
Easter. The cross is the event in which we know that God 
is bearing and sharing in himself the wounds, the pain, the 
suffering of human beings. God is truly "Immanuel," and 
thus really is "God with us." When we look at the cross 
and Christ’s passion, we start to understand that God is 
not an apathetic God but a sympathetic and compassionate 
God. God is in solidarity with humankind. God himself is 
weeping wherever people weep, and he wants to be near 
to all who suffer. At Easter we celebrate the hope that 
suffering and death will not have the last word, that in 
midst of suffering there can be comfort, and that death is 
transformed into new life.

Three years ago our mission organization changed its 
name without changing its acronym: EMS. The “S,” which 
formerly stood for “Southwest Germany,” now stands for 
“Solidarity.” Instead of continuing as a regional mission 
society with partners in many parts of the world, the 

Evangelical Mission in Solidarity is now an international 
fellowship with 28 members in ten countries, the Kyodan 
being one of them. In this fellowship, we share our life 
concerns, we share sorrow and joy, we pray for each other, 
and we try to be in solidarity with each other. 

The churches in the Middle East are extremely grateful 
for the donation they received from the Kyodan for their 
work with Syrian refugees. They received this gift as a 
sign showing them that people in Japan are concerned, are 
praying for them, and are in solidarity with them. Likewise, 
the members in the EMS fellowship, and especially the 
church in Wuerttemberg, were deeply shocked to see 
pictures of the devastation of East Japan Disaster. We have 
a special concern for the victims of radiation caused by the 
nuclear meltdown resulting from the tsunami. 

When we visited the Tohoku Region three months after 
the disaster, we were asked: "Please don’t forget us when 
the CNN effect is over." We still take this request seriously 
even today, and each one of the numerous visits of EMS 
staff and members and the moving encounters we have 
reminds us of this again and again. We remember those 
who have lost their loved ones. We feel with those who 
have lost their homes and especially with those who will 
not be able to return to the place where they and their 
ancestors once lived. Even after moving to new housing, in 
a way they remain "homeless." 

And we are deeply moved when we meet parents who 
worry about the effects that radiation exposure will have 
on the lives of their children. We pray for all these people 
and for those who are standing beside them to strengthen 
and comfort them. And last but not least, we are grateful 
to God that he has provided funds which enabled us to 
support the wonderful work done in Kamaishi, Ishinomaki, 
Sendai, and elsewhere.

All that we are doing together is a witness to the 
compassionate love of God Immanuel. It is a small sign 
that God is really with us and in solidarity with us. It may 
be that all we are doing is a way of celebrating Christmas 
and hoping for Easter all year long.

A living EMS Logo consisting 
of EMS volunteers and EMS 
employees (photographer: 
Waltz, EMS)

Visiting Shichigo Chuo Koen Temporary Housing Units in Sendai on Aug. 29, 2015
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Home for Pastors and Spouses Marks 5-years since Merger
Nijinoie/Shin’aiso is the Kyodan home for retired pastors 
and spouses. Five years have passed since the merger of 
Shin Aiso, founded in 1959 by Tokyo District, and Niji 
no Ie, founded in 1973 for retied women pastors and the 
widows of pastors in Tateyama, Chiba by the National 
Federation of Kyodan Women’s (NFKW) Societies.

The home is located in beautiful natural surroundings on 
the outskirts of Ome City in Tokyo. Pastors who dedicated 
their lives to mission, following the call of the Lord, can 
lead a peaceful life with their spouses here after retirement.
The home can accommodate 27 residents, and currently 
over 20 people are living there. The average age is 84, and 
the oldest resident is 93. As of this year, this 93-year-old 
man has been living at the home for 28 years. Recently 
he said, “My last church was in the Tohoku area, and 
one of the female members whom I baptized there was 
swept away and died in the tsunami at the time of the East 
Japan Disaster.” My fervent hope is that this pastor, who 
shepherded his flock through difficult times, will be filled 
with God’s comfort and rest in his retirement.

A day at Nijinoie/Shin’aiso begins with a worship service 
in the dining room before breakfast. On Sundays, worship 
is held in the chapel, with resident clergy or clergy from 
outside giving the sermon.

“Here, everyone is part of God’s family” are words that 
are often heard. Even though they are becoming older and 

worry about their health, residents receive conscientious 
care from the staff and spend their days peacefully. The 
monthly birthday party is a special occasion with a special 
menu and the singing of favorite hymns of the birthday 
celebrants, who also receive birthday cards from the 
director.

The operation is administered by a steering committee 
appointed by Kyodan from the Tokyo and West Tokyo 
districts and from the NFKW’s Societies, among others. 
Because the residents are specified, the home cannot 
receive public support and instead relies on contributions 
from churches, schools, groups and individual Christians 
throughout the country. (Tr. DB)

From Kyodan Shinpo (The Kyodan Times) No. 4827
                         —Iizawa Hiroko, member
                            Nijinoie/Shin’aiso Steering Committee

The fourth Executive Council meeting of the present 39th 
Kyodan General Assembly biennial period was held Oct. 
19-20 at Fujimicho Church in Tokyo, with all 30 members 
in attendance. General Secretary Nagasaki Tetsuo reported 
on the progress of the earthquake refitting of the Japan 
Christian Center, saying that it was scheduled to be complete 
by the latter part of February 2016. He also reported on the 
questions posed by Higashi Chugoku and Nishi Chugoku 
districts concerning "social insurance" (a range of insurance 
related to society, including health, unemployment, nursing 
care, etc.) In response, council member Okamoto Tomoyuki 
replied that it is mandatory for entities with "juridical person" 
(legal) status to take out such insurance, so the Kyodan must 
do so. Moderator Ishibashi Hideo replied that this would 
be done in consultation with General Secretary Nagasaki.

Aizawa Toyoshige, chair of the commission on finance, then 
gave an explanation of the 2016 Kyodan budget. Given the 
difficult financial situation of many churches, it was proposed 
that the apportionments be reduced from the previous year's 
level by two percent, a total of 5.21 million yen. Likewise, 
many of the expenditures, including such items as support 
for other organizations like the National Christian Council 
in Japan, the World Council of Churches, and the Christian 
Conference of Asia, would be reduced by ten percent. In 
response to this, Vice-moderator Sasaki Michio, representing 
the core leadership, proposed an amendment to the effect that 
while the ten percent reductions were in general unavoidable, 
when it comes to support for international bodies, reducing 
the present total contribution of 974,000 yen needs to be 
reconsidered. He suggested that the direct contributions in 
the budgeted income, which is two million yen, could be 
increased to three million, with the core leadership taking 
the initiative to raise those extra funds. Aizawa supported 
this amendment, and after Moderator Ishibashi led some 
discussion on it, the proposed budget as amended was passed.

Other items reported on were the establishment of a committee 
to publish records of the Disaster Relief Planning Headquarters 
for the East Japan Disaster, the totals of the fundraising in 
response to that disaster (10,157,558,567 yen within Japan and 
402,866,286 yen overseas), and the plans for the International 
Youth Peace Conference to be held in Kyoto in March 2017.

C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p l a n s  f o r  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  5 0 0 t h 
anniversary of the Reformation, Preparation Committee 
Chair Okamura Hisashi reported on the overall plans, 
including the commemorative worship service and 
various events planned for children, students, youth, 
lay persons,  and women. Likewise,  he reported on 
plans for  sending a delegation to overseas events.

Commission on Ministerial Qualifications Chair Takasawa 
Takumi reported on the fall examinations for ministers, 
saying that there were 61 applicants who sat for the exams 
to qualify as ministers in full standing, of which 36 passed 
and 25 did not. Likewise, 19 persons took the exams for 
licensed preacher status, of which only 4 passed, with 4 
others not passing and 11 others still in process. Concerning 
the fact that about 40 percent of those taking the exams 
for full ministerial status did not pass, Takasawa stated 
that many could not reach the point total necessary to 
pass due to the numerous areas covered in the exams.

A debate about the process for receiving agenda items was 
sparked by the proposal of the standing committees of 
Kyushu and Nishi Chugoku districts that the Kyodan make 
a formal statement of protest on the restarting of the Sendai 
Nuclear Power Plant in Kyushu. While it has been standard 
practice for the district standing committees to be able to 
present agenda proposals to the Executive Council, there 
was discussion about whether this was the proper way to 
do it. After much discussion, the topic was tabled. (Tr. TB)
                —Kato Makoto,  execut ive  secretary

Executive Council Considers Financial and Procedural Issues

 The residents of Nijinoie Shinaiso eating a meal together
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General Assemblies of the PROK and PCK Attended
                 

 by Sasaki Michio, Kyodan vice-moderator

I was given the opportunity to attend the general assemblies 
of both The Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea 
(PROK) and The Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK) 
this past September. As both churches were celebrating 
their 100th anniversaries, it was a particularly auspicious 
time. Because the general assemblies of both churches 
overlapped, I could participate in both. I went to the PROK 
General Assembly at Youngghang Church in Wonju on 
Sept. 14 and 15 and then traveled to Sangdang Church in 
Cheongju to attend the PCK General Assembly on Sept. 
16. Being 100th anniversary celebrations, there were 
many overseas guests at both events, with 60 at the PROK 
event and 80 at the PCK event. Both churches provided 
special programs for their guests, including workshops 
on nurturing the next generation of leadership, the issue 
of immigration in various regions, and reconciliation and 
unity. The themes at both general assemblies focused on 
the future of the worldwide church in light of its history up 
to this point.

Worship was a central part of both general assemblies, 
and the foreign guests were asked to participate in various 
ways, such as serving the elements at communion and 
giving greetings of peace. The worship services were 
indeed ones in which everyone participated. The centennial 
celebration worship service at the PCK General Assembly 
featured a choir of more than 700 people, which when 
added to those in the orchestra totaled about 800 performers 
praising God together with the congregation. The choir 
was made up of elders of local PCK church choirs from 
around the nation, and their combined voices were truly 
amazing. I was particularly moved by the procession of 
presbytery flags as they were marched in. In both cases, 

the celebration services were held in sanctuaries that could 
hold about 3,000 people, but due to the overflow crowds, 
additional seating had to be provided in other venues. Both 
general assemblies were carried out under the themes of 
peace, reconciliation, and unity, with these concepts being 
fully incorporated into the program and the sermons.

New moderators and vice-moderators were chosen at 
each general assembly, with Choi Pu-Ock and Kwon Oh-
Ryun becoming the moderator and vice-moderator of the 
PROK and Chai Young-Nam and Lee Sung-Hee elected 
to those roles in the PCK. I was only able to listen to the 
proceedings at the PROK General Assembly for a short 
time, but I was impressed by the mutual trust and faith in 
God that the delegates showed even as they engaged in 
spirited debate.

As the distance between the locations of the two assemblies 
was rather far, it involved quite a bit of travel time, but I 
was also afforded the opportunity to visit some churches in 
the rural districts and to be exposed to the culture. I wish to 
express my deep appreciation to both churches, and I pray 
for God's blessings on both of them. (Tr. KY)

The March 11, 2011 East Japan Disaster caused much 
anxiety and hardship to many children and their families, 
which began, of course, with the damage caused by 
the earthquake and tsunami to both facilities for young 
children and the homes of their families. But another 
cause is the ongoing radioactive contamination from the 
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant. In response to 
this, the Kyodan’s East Japan Disaster Relief Planning 
Headquarters has established a taskforce to respond to 
the difficulties faced by facilities for young children. 
This taskforce has been providing tuition support for 
preschoolers and assistance to preschools and daycare 
institutions that enroll children displaced by the disaster 
as well as subsidizing the costs of decontaminating the 
grounds. Additionally, the taskforce has been advising 
these institutions as to the kinds of public assistance that 
might be available to them. As a part of these efforts, these 
institutions have been visited to offer support and to further 
understand the issues they face.

On Sept. 16 and 17, we visited several preschools and 
daycare facilities in Tohoku District. As a group, this was 
the first time to visit IZUMI, the Tohoku Districts' Disaster 
Relief Task Force, which is responding with support for the 
needs of those who are impacted by the radiation caused by 
the Fukushima Daiichi disaster. The problem of radiation 
is not limited to Fukushima Prefecture. The data is clear 
that contamination has created hotspots in the prefectures 

of Miyagi, Ibaraki and Chiba as well. We learned about 
the varying levels of radiation exposure as well as of the 
concern that parents show as they choose foods to feed 
their children.

We visited three facilities. One had been damaged by an 
earlier quake in 2007 and another had sustained damage 
due to flooding after heavy rains in the area just a week 
before our visit. Nevertheless, we were encouraged by the 
cheerful expressions on the children's faces, particularly as 
they were engaged in their preparations for the yearly field 
athletic event. Another facility is located in a well-known 
tourist area, so efforts to decontaminate the grounds have 
been kept secret in order not to panic sightseers who might 
stop coming if they were aware of the levels of radiation 
in the area. That facility is deeply rooted in the community 
and is finding a way to continue in a trust relationship with 
its neighbors as it moves forward.

Looking to the future, it is clear that efforts need to be 
made to coordinate help for young children who are not 
enrolled in either a preschool or daycare center. Likewise, 
we need to increase our efforts to encourage facilities for 
young children that are not taking appropriate measures in 
response to the dangers of radiation to do so. (Tr. AKO)

              —Kishi Norihide, pastor 
                  Chiba Honcho Church, Tokyo District 

Taskforce Visits Children’s Facilities in Tohoku Disaster Area

N e w l y 
elected at 
t h e  P R O K 
G e n e r a l 
Assembly : 
Moderator 
C h o i  P u -
Ock
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Missionaries Who Laid the Foundation for Joshi Gakuin

Joshi Gakuin began as Presbyterian Mission Female 
Seminary, which was founded in 1870 by Julia Dodge 
Carrothers. Julia was born in the United States in 1845 as 
the daughter of Richard Dodge, a Presbyterian pastor. Pastor 
Dodge was a friend of Abraham Lincoln’s in his days as 
a lawyer in Illinois and served as a military chaplain after 
Lincoln became president.

In April 1869, Julia married Christopher Carrothers in West 
Virginia. He was scheduled to come to Japan as a missionary 
of the Presbyterian Church's Board of Missions. In June 
of that year, right after the opening of the transcontinental 
railroad, they traveled across country to the West Coast and 
departed from San Francisco at the beginning of July. They 
arrived in Yokohama three weeks later on July 27.

In fact, it seems that Julia herself had a strong desire to do 
mission work in Japan. In The Sunrise Kingdom, published in 
1879 after her return to the U.S., she wrote: “The people on 
shipboard were not favorable to [the] missionary enterprise 
in Japan. They said that it was contrary to the treaty, and that 
missionaries had no right to go, as such, to Japan at all. We 
thought differently, and looked above the treaty to One who 
has commanded his disciples to go into all the world.”

From Yokohama, they moved to Tokyo in mid-October. 
The following year, in June 1870, Christopher Carrothers 
and David Thompson jointly rented land at number six in 
the Tsukiji foreign settlement in Tokyo, and in October a 
missionary house was completed. It was in this house that 
Julia began teaching English to female students, and this was 
the start of Joshi Gakuin. Julia was a well-educated person, 
also proficient in Greek and German, and it is said that with 
very little assistance, save for the aid of an interpreter, she 
also taught natural science, history, biology, moral education, 
grammar, arithmetic, geography, English conversation, and 
English composition.

However, because Presbyterian Mission Female Seminary 
was not an officially approved mission board school, in 1873 
two women missionaries, Kate M. Youngman and Mary 
Parke, came to Japan for the purpose of educating females 
and founded The Girls Boarding School in a different 
building on the same property. After that, relations between 
Julia’s husband and other missionaries became strained, 
and in the end he resigned his missionary post in 1876 and 
headed for Hiroshima to be an English teacher. As a result, 
Julia had to close her school. Finding this an unfortunate 
development, a follower of Julia’s husband, Hara Taneaki, 

invited Maria T. Pitcher True to Hara Jogakko in the Ginza 
area of Tokyo, and the students moved to this school.
After teaching at Hara Jogakko for four months, Julia went 
to Hiroshima but in 1877 returned to her family in the U.S. 
There she published two books as well as one other in Japan. 
She died in 1914.

Kate M. Youngman, The Girls Boarding School teacher, 
founded the volunteer group “Kozensha” within the school, 
taking as her challenge “How can we practice the spirit of 
Christ in society?” The group remains active to this day. 
The Girls Boarding School moved and changed its name 
to Shinsakae Jogakko (Graham Seminary), and in 1878 
teachers and students from the already closed Hara Jogakko 
joined them. Later, Shinsakae Jogakko merged with Sakurai 
Jogakko, which had been founded in Tokyo’s Chiyoda-ku 
in 1876, and became Joshi Gakuin in 1890. It is said that 
the name “Joshi Gakuin” was decided on at a meeting of 
missionaries in Tokyo who felt that the merger of the two 
girls' schools would allow them to invest more money in 
the new school, and this led to the creation of the current 
university-level courses.

A number of small streams came together into one big river 
called “Joshi Gakuin.” And at the center of it all was Maria 
Pitcher True. True came to Japan in 1874. With the belief 
that Japanese education for women should be in the hands of 
the Japanese, True became the architect of the foundation of 
Joshi Gakuin, standing in the shadow of Japanese teachers 
from Hara Jogakko, Shinsakae Jogakko, Sakurai Jogakko, 
and then Joshi Gakuin. In addition, True was searching for 
the kind of education that was needed for Japanese women, 
and within the school for girls, she set up a training program 
for nurses and a department of early childhood education 
as well as a school that allowed women to study while they 
were working. In addition, she helped start girls' schools 
outside Tokyo, similar to extension campuses, and sent 
graduates there to be teachers.

In 2013, a plaque was put up at True’s grave in Aoyama 
Cemetery. Together with the faded English epitaph on 
her tombstone were engraved True’s dates (1840-1896), 
biographical information, and a portion of a talk True gave in 
1887. “Be women who feel the pain of neglecting to do your 
duty and help others as though you have the power to do so.” 
These words are still the goal of education at Joshi Gakuin. 
(Tr. DB)

    　　　　　　—Kajiwara Eriko, Joshi Gakuin Archives 
Presbyterian Mission Female Seminary

Maria Pitcher TrueJulia Dodge Carrothers
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Meiji Gakuin Co-founder James Curtis Hepburn— 
                      Believing in the Lord’s Promise

James Curtis Hepburn

This year marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of 
Dr. J.C. Hepburn, one of the founders of Meiji Gakuin, 
which was established in 1863. He was born in Milton, 
Pennsylvania in 1815.

Hepburn’s mother was interested in overseas mission 
work and used to read The Missionary Herald, a magazine 
for missionaries. Thus, from a young age, Hepburn grew 
up reading it. At the age of 16, he went to Princeton 
University for three years, where he studied Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew. These proved helpful when he later 
worked on translating the Bible into Japanese. Hepburn 
also entered the faculty of medicine at the University of 
Pennsylvania and received an M.D. degree in 1836. After 
graduation and while practicing medicine, he met Clara 
Mary Leete, who was to become his lifelong partner. 
They were married after confirming that they both felt a 
calling to share the gospel in the Orient. In 1841, they were 
accepted as missionaries by the Board of Foreign Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and, as part of 
their honeymoon, traveled to Singapore. They spent time 
in Singapore, Amoy, and Macao but Clara became ill, and 
they ended up returning to New York. In 1846, Hepburn 
began practicing medicine again in New York, and his 
personality and skillful treatment caused his practice to 
flourish in all four hospitals where he worked. As a result, 
he became known as one of the richest men in New York.

In 1839, at the age of 68, Hepburn wrote the following 
letter.

“Year ago, when I was thinking of coming to this little-
known country, I threw away all hope of finding wealth, 
pleasure or high position in New York and was laughed 
at and called a fool by many. But I have never, for even 
an instant, regretted my decision. The Lord has kept his 
promise, and I am filled to overflowing. The Lord has 
shown grace, kindness, and deep love to me. With the 
Lord’s help I will serve the Lord until death. Is it not a 
joy to continue to serve even as we grow older?” Hebon 
shokan shu (Letters of J.C.Hepburn)*

When he came to Japan as a medical missionary in 1859, 
Hepburn showed an interest in the Japanese language 
spoken by the common people. He had already learned 
Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Malay, and Chinese, but he found 
Japanese difficult. There was no dictionary for North 
American or British people, and so he saw making a 
dictionary as one of his first tasks. He carried a notebook 
with him and wrote down the name of everything he saw 
after asking the people how to say it in Japanese. He edited 
the information and completed A Japanese and English 
Dictionary in 1867. The dictionary was republished several 
times, and in the third edition the Romanization that 
Hepburn developed enabled people all over the world to 
pronounce Japanese.

In 1886, Hepburn sold the third edition’s copyright to the 
Maruzen Publishing Company for $2,000 and contributed 
that to Meiji Gakuin, which had grown out of the Hepburn 
school. This money was used to construct the first Hepburn 
Hall.

Hepburn also wanted to put the Bible into the hands of 
Japanese people as soon as possible, and so with the 
help of Samuel Robbins Brown, Mr. & Mrs. John Craig 
Ballagh, David Thompson, Daniel Crosby Green, Okuno 
Masatsuna, and Takahashi Goro, he began work on a 
translation. In 1880 the New Testament, and, in 1887, the 
Old Testament were both completed. Also, after the edict 
banning Christianity was lifted in 1873, the Yokohama 
Presbyterian Church was finally and joyfully established in 
1874 with 18 members. This is the present day Yokohama 
Shiro Church. The characters for "shiro" literally mean 
"pointing the way," and thus has the meaning of “savior.” 
It is thought to have come from the home church of the 
Hepburns in the United States, which was "Shiloh Church."
In a letter to his younger brother, Hepburn, who had 
done such amazing work, writes humbly, “I am just one 
person with no more than ordinary knowledge and ability. 
I have done nothing that anyone else could not have 
accomplished.” (Tr. RW)

                   　　　　　　—Kogure Shuya, chancellor
                       　　　　　　Meiji Gakuin

*This is an English translation of the Japanese translation 
of the original words, taken from a book entitled Hebon 
shokan shu (Letters of J.C.Hepburn), 1959, edited by 
Takaya Michio.
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Workshop on Preaching Encourages New Pastors 
A joint  Summer Workshop of the Task Force on 
Evangelism Promotion was held in conjunction with 
the "C-course Assembly" assisted by the Commission 
on Ministry, Aug. 11-13, with Tokyo Union Theological 
Seminary providing the meeting place.

“C-course” refers to ministerial candidates covered 
by Article 3, Section 6 of the ministerial examination 
regulations. C-course is for candidates not attending a 
seminary or theological school. This workshop was for 
C-course examinees and for those who have been licensed 
five years or less. The total number is believed to be 
almost 300 people, with 28 of them participating in this 
workshop. Including staff, there were a total of 45 people 
in attendance.

The focus of this year's workshop was on preaching, 
something that had not been done for five years. Koizumi 
Ken, Associate Professor of Tokyo Union Theological 
Seminary, gave a three-hour lecture entitled “Discovering 
and Overcoming the Challenge of Preaching.” Kyodan 
Moderator Ishibashi Hideo’s lecture, “Preaching that 
communicates the faith based in the atonement,” examined 
the central challenge of preaching. Also, Professor 
Ishikawa Ritsu of Doshisha University Department of 
Theology lectured on “How to Read the Bible,” through 
which participants learned about the attitude that preachers 
should have as well as some tactics for Bible reading. In 
addition, Narita Iushi, pastor of Banjo Church, took up 

the concrete challenge of how to read and preach from 
the Gospel of John in his lecture, “The Gospel of John as 
Inspiration for a sermon.”

In the evening, retired instructor Kato Tsuneaki gave a 
lecture entitled ”Living message makes people alive,” in 
which he described his own experiences as a preacher. 
Also, in his lecture on “Building the Church through 
preaching,” Pastor Ogushi Makoto of Chiba Hokuso 
Church spoke of his church planting experience, when he 
was first broken by the Word of God and then healed.

During the case study, sermons by well-known preachers 
were anonymously introduced and then analyzed and 
evaluated. This was followed by a lively discussion and 
exchange of opinions. The comments given were based on 
each person’s viewpoint about what a sermon is. During 
the short time of this discussion, the participants felt 
released from the daily pressure of preaching. However, it 
also became very clear that many participants have been 
suffering from a complex about preaching sermons.

During the morning and evening worship services, Pastors 
Ojima Seishi and Osumi Keizo gave the participants 
encouragement and comfort.(Tr. KT)

               —Miyamoto Yoshihiro, pastor 
                   Numazu Church, Tokai District
                    From Kyodan Shinpo (The Kyodan Times), No. 4827

Discriminated-against Buraku Coalition Meets in Germany
                                                                                                                    by Torii Shinpei, delegate
                                                                                                                          Buraku Liberation Center

The discriminated-against Buraku in Japan, the Dalit 
of India (outcasts), and Germany’s Sinti Roma held a 
conference, Sept. 24 -27, 2015, at the Christian Studies 
Institute on the outskirts of Stuttgart, Germany to create 
international solidarity. This occurred through the invitation 
and sponsorship of the Southwestern Germany Christian 
Gospel Council, a committee of the Evangelical Mission in 
Solidarity (EMS).

The Buraku Liberation Center sent Mizuno Matsuo and I, 
Torii Shinpei, to Germany as delegates. Mizuno Matsuo 
is the first intern from the BLC and is currently working 
at the Tokyo office of the Buraku Liberation League. I 
am a teacher at Omi Kyodaisha Elementary School, but I 
also have heavy responsibilities as the chairperson of the 
Steering Committee at the Buraku Liberation Center.

The conference began every morning with worship and 
continued with sharing about the historical backgrounds 
of each community together with the realities of 
discrimination each face. To this was added reports as 
to how education is being directed towards providing 
solutions to these issues, all with the goal in mind of 
deepening our mutual understanding. More than anything 
else, however, at this time of marking 70 years since the 
end of World War II, it was a great blessing to deepen the 
joint bonds of respect for human dignity that transcends 
nationality.

Having taken part in this international conference, I have 
several thoughts.

1) I am grateful for EMS’s concern and the invitation 
coming from that.

2) Related to this concern, due to EMS’s gift of funds, as 
the forerunner of this conference, there is a connection 
to the joy of issuing the Japanese-English bilingual 
publication of the Buraku Liberation’s sermon collection, 
Let There Be Light on Humanity, for which I am grateful.

3) In the midst of a long history of the continuing condition 
of discrimination and the church’s struggle to deal with 
this, I think coming to understand that the Dalit of India, 
Germany’s Sinti Roma, and the discriminated-against 
Buraku of Japan have areas in common as well as quite 
different situations is very important for future thinking 
about international solidarity.

4) Also, I sensed that this kind of work would be an 
incentive to further the responsibility being shouldered by 
the Kyodan’s Buraku Liberation Center.

5) Finally, it was a great privilege to gather together with 
priceless persons, such as the family of Bobby, Sinti 
Roma's guitarist; Paul Schneiss, who formerly served as a 
Kyodan missionary, and his wife Kiyoko; and all the staff 
of EMS. I am earnestly thinking that I want to continue to 
kindle the flames of solidarity in the Lord from here on as 
well. (Tr. RT)
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National Laity Conference Held After 65-year Lapse

The Conference of the Kyodan National Laity Organization 
was held June 9 at Fujimicho Church in Tokyo, thus 
reinstituting a previously existing but disbanded 
organization.

After thoroughgoing preparation, the Kyodan National 
Laity Organization was reorganized. With a joyous desire 
to share the good news and celebrate communion together, 
212 people, including 26 ministers, gathered. This was 
sponsored by the Kyodan National Laity Organization and 
supported by the Taskforce on Evangelism Promotion.

The last meeting of the former organization was held 
65 years ago, in April 1950, at Fujimicho Church and 
Tokyo Union Theological Seminary. The All–Japan 
Laity Conference was organized in 1941, the year the 
Kyodan was founded, and was called the Christian Laity 
Conference. After World War II, in 1947, delegates from 
each Kyodan district formed an organizing committee, with 
the aim of promoting fellowship, training, and cooperation 
among Kyodan laity. Its most notable contribution was the 
creation of a cooperative church building fund and radio 
evangelism, but in the 1960s it gradually became inactive, 
and by 1970, it had ceased to exist.

Prior to the reestablishment of the national organization, 
lay members of Tokyo District created the Tokyo Laity 
Organization in 2002. At each Kyodan Annual Conference, 
they met and held preparation meetings. In 2009, a laity 
conference to commemorate 150 years of Protestant 
evangelism in Japan was held. This all led to 130 people 
agreeing to be the organizing members of the new National 
Laity Organization at a "Lay Fellowship Meeting" held in 
October 2014.

At the center of this  call  for the National  Laity 
Organization was the desire to share the grace of receiving 
Holy Communion. At the meeting on June 9, Fujimori 
Yuki, pastor of Fujimicho Church, led a Communion 
Service. Kyodan Moderator Ishibashi Hideo and Yamakita 
Nobuhisa, a former Kyodan moderator, gave greetings as 
guest speakers, stating that a burning spirit of evangelism 
among the laity is the hope of the Kyodan. Akudo 
Mitsuharu, pastor of Takinogawa Church in Tokyo, said in 
his presentation that the hope for the reconstruction of the 
church is that the laity will positively carry out their task as 
"priest, prophet, and supporter of the King."

I heard that the reason the meeting was held on a weekday 
during the day was in hope that pastors would be able 
to participate. However, to raise and support the next 
generation, meetings on Saturday or evenings should be 
considered so that laypersons in all kinds of situations can 
participate.

Mochizuki Katsuhito, president of Kyodan National Laity 
Organization and Member of Kamakura Yukinoshita 
Church in Kanagawa District, comments as follows:

By the year 2030, it is predicted that the population of 
Japan will decrease to 110 million. Forty percent of the 
resident communicant members are 70 or older, and so it 
is predicted that in 7 years Kyodan membership will have 
declined by 12% and after 15 years by 17%. Likewise, 
20% of churches are presently without a full-time pastor. 
It is not God’s will to have the church decline like this, 
and so it is in the midst of this trial that this National 
Laity Organization was founded. As we sing "Victory in 
the Life of the Resurrection," it is our fervent desire to 
work together with our pastors to fulfill the mission of the 
Church. (Tr. JT)
                         —From Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend) 
                             September 2015 issue
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The National Laity Conference held at Fujimicho Churc
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Alden Ewart Matthews, a former Kyodan executive 
secretary, died in Florida in 2014. In accordance with his 
will, close friends of his gathered in October 2015 for the 
internment of his ashes in Tokyo, which, following the 
example of his wife Derrith Jane Lovell, were divided 
and placed in both Aoyama Cemetery and the cemetery of 
Kyonan Church.

Forty-seven years ago, in late 1968, I became the pastor 
of Kyonan Church in Musashino, Tokyo. At the time, 
the families of both the Reverend Matthews and Tokyo 
Theological Seminary Professor Kumazawa Yoshinobu 
were living nearby. As a young inexperienced pastor, I was 
encouraged and mentored by both of these men in a variety 
of situations.

Matthews, a graduate of Chicago Theological Seminary, 
was a missionary sent by the United Church Board for 
World Ministries, the mission board of the United Church 
of Christ. Following World War II, he was assigned to 
Fuzhou in China, where his father had been a missionary 
before the war. However, the Communist Revolution began 
soon afterward, and he and his wife were then reassigned 
to Japan.

Following a time at Doshisha University in Kyoto, 
Matthews worked with missionary Alfred Russell Stone in 
establishing the Theological Seminary for Rural Mission, 
which was headquartered at Hinodai Church in Hino, 
Tokyo. (The Reverend Murono Genichi was pastor at the 
time.) Matthews also lectured at the seminary.

With his exceptional character and judgment, Matthews 
subsequently worked with the Interboard Committee 
on Christian Work in Japan, the Japan–North American 
Commission, and well as with the Council on Cooperative 
Mission (CoC) while serving as a Kyodan executive 
secretary.

Although it was never said, he could have been called a 
Kyodan supervisor because during that time, the signature 
style of his career was the way he appeared in unexpected 
places at unexpected moments to encourage pastors, 
pastors’ families, and church council members. Quietly 
and unacknowledged, Matthews was a pioneer of Clinical 
Pastoral Education (CPE) in Japan, according to the 
thinking of the present Kyodan Commission on Mission, 
and he often offered a listening ear to clergy and laity 
throughout the Kyodan. (Tr. JS)
                                  —Nagasaki Tetsuo, general secretary        

Messege From the General Secretary: Ashes of Alden Matthews Interred in Tokyo

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God.” (Matt. 5:9)

This past Sept. 19, a set of security-related bills was passed 
by the upper house of Japan’s Diet. I am deeply troubled 
by the fact that these bills are in defiance of Japan’s 
Constitution, and thus, in addition to protesting this action, 
I strongly demand that my government rescind this action 
and return to the principle of governing according to our 
Constitution.

This National Security Legislation is fraught with 
problems, the most important of which is that it is in 
violation of the Constitution. Likewise, the Cabinet 
approved the implementation of the "right of collective 
self-defense," which had not been recognized for the past 
70 years since the end of World War II, so now the way has 
been opened for the Self-Defense Forces to participate in 
foreign conflicts.

Even though very many people protested the ratification 
of this legislation, the voices and will of the Japanese 
people were ignored, and the bills were rushed through the 
Diet. Amid the rising voices of protest, the explanations 
given by the government concerning these bills was 
utterly insufficient, thus showing that its explanations 

were unconvincing and did not have the approval of the 
Japanese people.

It is for this reason that I strongly urge Prime Minister 
Abe Shinzo, along with all others who bear responsibility 
for governing Japan, to do so in a way that genuinely 
contributes to true peace in the world. I will continue to 
pray for and raise my voice in support of the repeal of this 
National Security Legislation. I will likewise endeavor to 
work for the realization of a peace that is not dependent on 
military power and that is in the spirit of Article 9 of Japan’
s Constitution, which begins: "Aspiring sincerely to an 
international peace based on justice and order, the Japanese 
people forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the 
nation and the threat or use of force as means of settling 
international disputes."

Likewise, I pledge to continue as a "peacemaking" follower 
of Christ who listens to and obeys the words of the Bible, 
while continuing to maintain a spirit of remorse for the 
great suffering our nation inflicted on the peoples of Asia 
during the Asia-Pacific War (WW II), never forgetting the 
hardships surrounding our defeat some 70 years ago.
I pray for the grace and guidance of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Lord of Peace, upon all the peoples of the world. (Tr. 
TB)

Statement by the Kyodan Moderator Concerning 
the Recently Passed National Security Legislation
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