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not only was there no such guarantee of free debate but 
also, in practice, each local church was just allowed to 
make its own decisions. Since those seeking a decision 
on the matter have succeeded in electing an Executive 
Council to carry it out, that decision should be made now.” 
Moderator Ishibashi called for a vote, which was passed 
unanimously. With respect to the matter of “publicly 
explaining the Kyodan’s stance,” the moderator suggested 
that this be discussed at the next Executive Council 
meeting.

Following that, the proposals regarding nuclear power 
were discussed. “The motion to seek the abandonment 
of plans to build the Kaminoseki Nuclear Power Plant 
and the immediate closure of presently existing nuclear 
power plants” and “the motion to reconfirm the Kyodan’
s intent to participate in the anti-nuclear movement” 
were tabled for further discussion. Authority to act on the 
following two items was delegated to the Kyodan officers: 
“Recognition of those who have passed the Spring 2013 
Clergy Qualification Exams” and “Recognition of those 
who have passed the 2012 Christian Education Director 
Qualification Exams.”

Reports and motions concerning the proposed International 
Conference on the Great East Japan Disaster, which 
were approved at the 7th Executive Council meeting of 
the previous General Assembly biennium, occupied the 
evening and continued into the following day. Okamoto 
Tomoyuki, chairperson of the organizing committee for the 
conference, suggested that the timing should be delayed 
from the original date of July 2013 until March 2014, 
with the location at Tohoku Gakuin University. A formal 
“action committee” would be organized with a budget 
of eight million yen. He added that there is already five 
million yen in hand from the trilateral consultation budget, 
so an additional three million yen would be needed. He 
also said that Tohoku Gakuin would be very cooperative, 
in light of its relationship with the Kyodan, and that 
with the university jointly sponsoring the event, the 
conference could utilize its facilities. Moderator Ishibashi 
indicated that the direction being taken by the Kyodan 
has been forming from discussion of his formal statement 
concerning the nuclear reactor accident. Chairperson 
Okamoto added, “This international conference is an 
opportunity for us to consider the theological and ethical 
implications and make recommendations concerning those. 
It is the Kyodan’s responsibility to do that.” This proposal 
passed with a majority vote, with the appointment of the 
action committee entrusted to the officers.

Nishi Chugoku District proposed that a worldwide 
declaration be issued, stating that the Kyodan is seeking 
the dissolution of all military bases in Japan, but due to 
the lack of time, the motion was tabled. It was also moved 
that the regulations concerning the use of the emergency 
relief fund be revised to make it possible to send money 
to related churches overseas when they are faced with a 
natural disaster. This was passed by a majority vote. (Tr. 
TB)                        
                               —Kato Makoto, executive secretary
                                   Based on an article in Shinpo 
                                   (The Kyodan Times), No.4765 

                 

The first Executive Council meeting of the 2013-14 
biennium, which began with the General Assembly in 
October 2012, was held over a two-day period, Dec. 
27-28, with all 30 members in attendance. Of special 
note is that Kondo Katsuhiko, president of Tokyo Union 
Theological Seminary, the only seminary established by 
the Kyodan, attended the meeting ex-officio. This was the 
first time in about 40 years that a president of the seminary 
has participated in an Executive Council meeting and is 
the result of the action taken at the 2012 General Assembly 
to “restore the Kyodan’s relationship with Tokyo Union 
Theological Seminary.”

As usual, prior to consideration of agenda items, there was 
a brief discussion concerning how proceedings would be 
handled during this General Assembly period. Moderator 
Ishibashi Hideo stressed that one reason for the weakening 
of the Kyodan is that the aspect of being a “united church” 
has been over-emphasized at the expense of being part 
of the “holy catholic (universal) church.” He said that 
the Kyodan would continue to appeal for progress in 
evangelism, in relation to being part of the “holy catholic 
church,” but a basic premise for that is having a consensus 
of faith, and thus giving Holy Communion to non-baptized 
persons is simply impermissible. The issue at hand, he 
added, is that cooperation in evangelism begins with unity 
in the faith.

The newly elected general secretary, Nagasaki Tetsuo, 
reported that the funds raised in Japan for relief work 
following the Great East Japan Disaster had reached 
446,420,000 yen, with an additional 233,770,000 yen 
coming from abroad. He also reported that on Dec. 3, 
during the second round of litigation in the Kitamura trial 
regarding the issue of administering Holy Communion to 
non-baptized persons, the Kyodan argued that the matter 
addressed by the present lawsuit is not pursuable under 
Japanese law. The judge’s decision is to be announced on 
Feb. 25.

The seven members nominated by the General Assembly 
officers to form the Executive Committee were approved. 
They are: Okamoto Tomoyuki, Takahashi Jun, Nagayama 
Nobuo, Fujikake Junichi, Okada Yoshinobu, Suzuki Isao, 
and Mochizuki Katsuhito. Together with the officers 
(moderator, vice-moderator, and secretary), that makes 
a committee of ten members. The executive secretaries 
were likewise reconfirmed, with Kera Yuji continuing as 
an executive secretary and Doke Norikazu, Omishima 
Yoshitaka, and Kato Makato as part-time executive 
secretaries. 

Debate on the afternoon of the first day focused on the 
issue of unity and order within the Kyodan, as exemplified 
in the sacraments of baptism and communion laid out 
in the Kyodan Confession of Faith and the Kyodan 
Constitution and Bylaws. Moderator Ishibashi sought 
the opinions of each of the district moderators attending 
the proceedings, and in addition to their opinions, many 
expressed the need for the guarantee of a place where 
issues can be openly and freely debated. In response to 
this, the Executive Council countered with the following 
argument: “During the 40 years of the ‘Kyodan Struggle,’ 

Executive Council Addresses being part of the
 "holy catholic church", Nuclear Power Issues
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Deep Fellowship in the Lord with the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan
                       　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 　　　　    by Iijima Makoto, executive secretary
                          　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 　　     Kyodan Great East Japan Disaster Relief 
                              　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　         Planning Headquarters

Mission Solidarity Highlighted by EMS General Assembly

The first General Conference of the newly organized 
EMS (Evangelical Mission in Solidarity) was held in 
Herrenberg, Germany, Nov. 7-10, with the theme “Mission 
in Solidarity—in the Power of the Holy Spirit: Acts 1:8.” 
The Kyodan has been a constituent member of EMS since 
its creation, and it was my pleasure to attend the general 
conference as a Kyodan delegate.

Established in 1972 as “Evangelisches Missionswerk 
in Suedwestdeutschland” by churches and mission 
organizations in Germany and Switzerland, EMS 
developed organizational and mission cooperation with 
churches in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. At this 
year’s conference, 23 religious bodies and 5 mission 
organizations joined together to begin anew under the name 
“Evangelical Mission in Solidarity.” The former distinction 
between “member churches” and “partner churches” has 
been removed, and equal partnership and solidarity has 
been established through fair voting rights and financial 
responsibilities according to size.

EMS shares the rich heritage of an almost 200-year history 
of the German and Swiss churches in world mission. In 
preaching the gospel, education, service, fighting against 
poverty, justice, peace, natural preservation, and a wide 
range of activities, EMS has been rooted in the gospel 
and will continue to work for the establishment of God’s 
Kingdom.

In Japan, we have continued to support the work of 
religious dialogue in Kyoto and the work of the Buraku 
Liberation Center. Following the Great East Japan 
Earthquake, EMS was the mediator for financial support 
from many German and Swiss churches as it has been 
involved in aid for individuals and refugees caught in 
disaster or war areas.*

Actually, there was another reason for my visit to Germany. 
I went to express our thanks to the EMS churches for their 
earthquake disaster relief, as well as to promote further 
support. I took with me a DVD introducing the relief 
work of the Kyodan following the earthquake, along with 
a written report, and presented these to officials at the 
meeting. 

The EMS General  Assembly delegates  included 
representatives from German regional churches, such as 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Württemberg and the 
Swiss Mission organization, “Mission 21.”
In addition to the various activity and financial reports at 
the conference, a general election was held. Along with 
the moderator and officials, 17 members were elected to 
the Mission Council, central governing body. Along with 
German and Swiss representatives, a balanced gender 
and geographical representative body was elected. I was 
elected as one of the representatives from Eastern Asia. 
Each representative is to attend semi-annual councils and 
share responsibility for the overall activities of EMS. As 
the Kyodan, we are not simply beneficiaries of the work 
of EMS; we are being called to share as a responsible 
member. 

In order for us to join the “solidarity” of the body of Christ, 
I believe it is important for us to provide young people 
with opportunities to experience being a part of the world 
church through such ties as EMS. 
_________________
*Using a portion of the aid from EMS that was designated 
for helping individuals, medical examinations for pastors 
and their spouses were provided, with 40 pastors and 17 
spouses served. (Tr. JS)
                                                —Akiyama Toru, moderator
                                                     Kanto District

Last year I visited our friends in Christ at the Presbyterian 
Church in Taiwan, Nov. 9-16. Visiting Taipei, Chiayi, 
Kaohsiung, and Taitung, I went to express gratitude for the 
donations made for the Kyodan East Japan Disaster Relief 
Projects and to report on the work that has been done in 
response to the March 11, 2011 disaster.

Of the offerings of 230 million yen that have so far been 
received from overseas in response to the disaster, 80 
million yen—over one-third of the total donations—
have come from sources in Taiwan. I was accompanied 
by Kyodan Moderator Ishibashi Hideo on this trip, and 
together we were greeted with a very surprising welcome. 
Just as we in the Kyodan have committed ourselves to 
a three-year fundraising campaign domestically, the 
Taiwanese churches have also promised to continue the 
campaign through 2015. Not only that, to commemorate 
the second anniversary of the tragedy, they have invited 
Ishibashi Hideo for a special memorial service to be held 
on Sunday, March 10, 2013.

It is not because the Taiwanese overabundance of resources 
led them to donate. PCT Moderator-elect Lyim Hong-Tiong 

explained that the Christians in Taiwan have responded on 
the basis of what they understand scripture to be saying 
through Paul as he writes, “If one part (of the body) suffers, 
every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part 
rejoices with it.” (1 Cor. 12:26)

Last summer nearly 100 volunteers came from Taiwan to 
work at Emmaus Sendai and Ishinomaki. Among them 
were ten professional carpenters who helped repair and 
rebuild damaged buildings and homes. Now, with the 
disaster’s second anniversary approaching, it is clear the 
road to recovery is still long and steep. This is especially 
true for people who lost their families, those who lost 
their possessions, and those who continue to live in the 
temporary housing complexes and so have lost a sense of 
hope that better days are ahead in the future.

As long as financial resources are available, we at the 
Kyodan East Japan Disaster Relief Planning Headquarters 
intend to continue to support both the volunteer work in the 
devastated areas as well as programs directed at the people 
whose lives remain impacted by the disaster. (Tr. AKO)
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Christmas in the Tohoku Disaster Area
                                                                                                                        by Iijima Makoto, executive secretary
                          　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　                Kyodan Great East Japan Disaster Relief
                              　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　         Planning Headquarters

Volunteers Assist with Oyster-farming Recovery in the Disaster Area

Assistance is being given for the recovery of oyster farming 
in the tsunami-affected region of Tohoku District’s Emmaus 
Ishinomaki Support Center. According to the report of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, the oyster 
culture facilities of the Ishinomaki area were almost all 
severely damaged by the great earthquake and tsunami in 
2011. Over a year later, only 20 percent of the facilities were 
back in operation. It is an extremely serious situation. 

However, in the midst of all this, the desire for recovery is 
more evident. Recently, through the introduction by a member 
of the Kyodan’s Ishinomaki Eiko Church, recovery work was 
done at Oginohama, one of Oshika Peninsula’s many inlets. 

In the Oshika Peninsula region, the method of culturing 
oysters is to lower into the sea nets containing oyster shells on 
which young oysters are attached. The work is separated into 
several processes, which are carefully taught to the volunteers. 
The people to whom the volunteers are sent carefully explain 
the stages of the work, and as they learn each step, the 

volunteers diligently and patiently perform the necessary 
manual tasks. 

From July the work of placing the prepared nets in the sea 
began in earnest. Eight to ten volunteers worked almost every 
day to position the nets. The year before, due to the lack of 
materials and harvest-preservation issues, preparation could 
not be completed before the start of the season. This year, in 
order not to miss the shipping date, the fishery cooperative 
is proceeding with the construction of a refrigeration facility, 
which is expected to be completed during the season.

One volunteer staff member expressed thanks by saying that 
it is a great honor to work to support the oyster fishery, which 
provides an important part of the nation’s traditional diet, and 
to the support the people living in Oginohama to continue, 
unbroken, the tradition of oyster farming that has been handed 
down to them. (Tr.GM)

Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend), October 2012 issue

Celebrating Christmas in a temporary housing complex in Kamaishi

The Kyodan Great East Japan Disaster Relief Planning 
Headquarters held three Christmas gatherings in the 
disaster area: at Kamaishi, Sendai and Ishinomaki. Of the 
three, the gathering at Heartful Tono in Kamaishi will be 
introduced in this article.

The Kyodan began its relief efforts in Tono in the summer 
of 2011, roughly half a year after the disaster of March 
11, 2011. Sixteen months later, in the city of Kamaishi, 
about an hour’s drive from Tono, the Ochakko Salon was 
established in response to the need for residents of the four 
temporary housing complexes to have a place to engage in 
conversation.

Located in a room in the temporary housing complex, the 
Salon is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. each Tuesday through 
Friday, with tea, coffee and refreshments provided, and 
residents are invited to join in conversation. The residents 
of the temporary housing have all suffered loss. Some have 
lost all their possessions; others have lost family members; 
and many have lost hope and suffer deep emotional 
wounds. This salon was created as a place where their 
stories would be heard, so that it would become a place 
where comfort could be found. 

When this project was first initiated, there was a period of 
time during which nobody came. However, once the first 
person came, it did not take long for the second to follow. 
They then invited friends, and soon it became very popular 
among all the residents at the temporary housing complex. 
The project spread from one complex to two, then three, 
and now it is held at four temporary housing complexes 
and has served over 2,000 residents.

The Christmas gatherings were held at four different 
locations in Kamaishi. Up to this point, in deference to the 
vast majority of the residents who are not of a Christian 
background, the Ochakko Salon has refrained from overt 
religious expression. However, the Christmas gatherings 

began with a worship service. For most of those who 
gathered, it was the first time in their lives that they have 
heard Scripture read, sung hymns, or prayed to God. A 
nearly unimaginable thing was realized as they joined in 
worship. For the first time, these residents were able to 
hear the message of the gospel.

When thinking about how this impossible opportunity for 
Christmas worship came into being, I am reminded of the 
importance of the work of Sasaki Mutsuko, a non-Christian 
who has been responsible for building up this program 
from the very beginning. Since the start, she has worked 
hard to develop relationships of trust with the residents 
of the temporary housing complexes, and it was through 
these trust relationships that the worship services became 
possible.

In 2013 there are plans to expand the Ochakko Salon from 
the current four locations to seven. We pray that God will 
continue to guide and support this project. We ask for your 
prayers that we of the Kyodan will be able to fulfill the 
calling God has given to us to be present with those who 
have suffered from this terrible disaster. (Tr. AKO)
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“Interfaith Chaplain” Training Course Begun in Touhoku
 
                    
                                                                                                                   by Kawakami Naoya, senior pastor
                                                                                                                   Sendai Shimin Church, Tohoku District
                                                                                                                   

Touhoku HELP* has established the Endowed Course for 
Practical Religious Studies at Tohoku National University 
with donations from the Kyodan and others to train persons 
of various religious backgrounds to serve as chaplains for 
survivors of the Great East Japan Disaster. The role of 
“chaplain,” as practiced in the West, does not exist in Japan. 
As the lack of trained people to address spiritual needs 
became a major issue after this disaster, Touhoku HELP set 
up the endowed course in cooperation with representatives 
of other religions in the Tohoku region to solve this problem. 
The details and the aims of the course are described below. 

1.The Beginning

The Great East Japan Disaster took the lives of well over 
10,000 people in an instant; the tsunami damaged over 500 
kilometers of land along the coastline; then the nuclear 
accident followed. It was truly an unprecedented situation. 

One positive outcome of this terrible tragedy is that 
representatives of many religions overcame their differences 
to cooperate effectively together. One reason for this was 
reflection on what happened during the 1995 Hanshin-Awaji 
Earthquake in the Kobe area, where, the various religious 
groups worked hard to gather volunteers. However, they hid 
their religious affiliations because of concurrent incidents 
(such as the sarin gas attack on Tokyo subways), which 
were perpetrated by Aum Shinrikyo, a bogus religious 
organization. In response to this, Yamaori Tetsuo, a scholar 
in religious studies, made the following critical response: 
“If that is the situation, what value is there in religious 
organizations being involved in volunteer work?” 

In response to this criticism, religious leaders cooperated 
together during the 2011 disaster response. They interviewed 
suffering people to find out how they could help and gave 
telephone counseling and radio broadcasts. Doctors and 
university professors joined in this cooperation to establish 
the “heart counseling room” in April 2012. The following 
website gives one account: http://tohokuhelp.com/panel/
120605a.html. This type of cooperative action among 
religious leaders had begun on an intermittent basis during 

natural disasters in the past, but it had always been quite 
limited and the idea of the role termed “chaplain” had not 
taken root in Japan.

This time, we must work hard to continue the new endeavor 
that was born out of a great loss of life, building upon 
the foundation of our past experiences to further develop 
this spirit of cooperation through personal training and 
organizational development. Failure to do this will reduce 
the ability of religious organizations, such as churches, 
to support effectively the activities that will need to be 
continued in the stricken areas for several more decades.

As a result of this widely shared awareness of the issues 
involved, the Kyodan has financially assisted Touhoku HELP 
with the establishment of the “Endowed Course for Practical 
Religious Studies” at Tohoku University in April 2012. 

2.The Goal

This new endowed course, which resulted from the desire to 
enable continued development of the interfaith cooperation 
that grew out of this natural disaster, has a three-year plan 
and is now just finishing its first year of existence. The aim 
of this program is to develop a “Japanese-style interfaith 
chaplain,” and the training that began last fall has been 
widely heralded in the press. The second training session 
will be held this spring, with some improvements, based on 
the first session. Further analysis of what works best will 
be added to the mix so that in working together with the 
medical and other related fields, this program will serve as a 
foundation for disaster relief in the future.

The first year of this endowed program of study is but 
the first step in a long journey. We ask for your continued 
support of the program. (Tr. SM)
_________________
*A Sendai Christian Alliance Disaster Relief Network—an 
ecumenical endeavor in which the Kyodan participates

An author lecturing at a temple—part of the Endowed Course for 
Practical Religious Studies

Participants at the endowed training course, praying together
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After the Earthquake ~ Baptized at 99 
                                                                                                                             by Matsudaira Mine 
                                                                                                                          Sendai Kita Church, Miyagi Prefecture
Born into “Hidden Christian” Community

I was born in the village of Oyama, now a part of Oshu 
City in Iwate Prefecture. It is said that the village was 
established by a Christian samurai from the Edo period 
named Goto Juan. I am amazed now when I think of this 
mysterious connection. From the time I was a small child, 
I was told over and over again how a deeply respected 
Christian had worked hard to make sure that all farmers 
had equal and adequate access to water for their rice 
paddies. Even now, we call the dams that he constructed 
for that purpose “Juan Seki (dams).”

During the period when Chris t ians experienced 
persecution, the villagers hid behind a facade of Buddhism, 
and over time, even their faith itself became almost 
completely buried. As a child, my one faint memory is 
of five or six older people in the neighborhood gathered 
in front of the elementary school before school started; 
placing a white cloth on a child’s head, they said at the 
end of some prayers that they had offered, “This child 
has received God.” I am not sure even now whether I was 
witnessing a baptism or a confirmation.

Loss of Family Members; Others Led to Faith

My mother and father passed away when I was still young, 
but I felt an even deeper sadness when my younger brother 
died suddenly at the age of 15, just as he was preparing to 
enter a high school for training teachers*. I found myself 
all alone. I was miserable and would not accept words of 
comfort from anyone. Suffering a deep sense of loss, I 
returned to the nursing school I had been attending at the 
time. I was 19 years old.

I became a nurse, and one of the last things I did while 
I was still single was climb Mount Hayachine with a 
friend from the hospital. I picked Lilies of the Valley, and 
remembering my brother when he was alive, I offered 
the flowers in his memory. I felt like I had discovered 
heaven when I saw the Hayachine Usuyukisou (similar to 
eldelweiss) growing on the mountain. I will never forget 
their beauty.

While I was at nursing school, I met a person who 
admired Hani Motoko, the Christian founder of Jiyu 
Gakuen. Through her influence, I learned about daily life 
skills, home improvement ideas, and appropriate lifestyle. 
When I got married and had children (3 boys and 4 girls), 
I put those ideas to work in my life, using nutritious but 
reasonably priced materials to make snacks and recycling 
old clothing by making it into something different. Little 
by little, without even being fully aware of it, I was 
making Hani Motoko a part of my life, both materially 
and spiritually.

While we were evacuated from our town during World 
War II, I lost two children. My lively second son, Masaru, 
was in second grade when he went to gather mulberries 
near Kitakami River and drowned. I felt a deep emptiness 
in my soul. I thought my life was finished. And then, 
four-year-old Masashi died of illness. Hoping his cold 
body would come back to life, I held him in my arms all 
through the night until the next morning, my tears flowing 
constantly. But my wish did not come true.

My life was one painful experience after another. At a 
certain point, Millet’s painting, Angelus, became an altar 
for my heart. Whether my remaining children behaved well 
or not, I prayed together with them each day. Hope was 
resurrected, and my life changed so that I could once more 
pray for peace each evening. However, peace did not last 
long. At the age of 51, my husband collapsed at work with 
a stroke. He remained in critical condition, and I nursed 
him at home for 16 years, in accordance with his wishes, 
before he passed away. 

How amazing! When I was 53, my daughter Fumie was led 
to faith in Christ through the Roman Catholic Church, and 
my grandchild also became a believer. 

New Life after the Great East Japan Disaster

Two years ago, in March 2011, the great disaster occurred. 
It was a very difficult time, and we were told there was not 
enough food for everyone. All the sadness and pain I had 
experienced came back to me, and I thought, “Even if I 
live, I can never be of any use to anyone.” I overdosed on 
sleeping pills and tried to take my own life, but somehow 
my life was miraculously saved. 

My heart and my body were so twisted and confused 
that when my daughter began to live with me after the 
earthquake, out of my own pain, I asked her again and 
again, as if blaming her, why she would not just let me 
die. Finally, my daughter could take it no longer, and with 
tears running down her face, she cried, “Okay, Mom. 
Why don’t we die together?” Hearing those words, I knew 
instantly, “I must live with all my strength. I do not want to 
die!” I raised my hands and screamed those words at her. 
We embraced and wept, and then we both laughed. That 
was when I knew that I must let God forgive my past and 
decided to live my life anew.

What a long road it has been for me. I feel now as if I had 
been knocking on God’s door for a hundred years. Along 
the way, I had turned away from God and walked the path 
of death, but God accepted everything about me. I am 
so thankful to the many people who prayed for me and 
supported me to get me to where I am now. (Tr. RW)
Shinto no Tomo (Believers' Friend), October 2012 issue
________________
*Such schools existed before World War II.
Editor's note: The author of this article turned 100 years old on 
Sept. 10, 2012, then died on Sept. 25, surrounded by her family.

Matsudaira Mine with daughter Fumie and her husband, Yaegashi 
Katsuro
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In June 2012, I was appointed to La Gloria Church in 
Bolivia. The land of Bolivia is about three times the size of 
Japan. The church is located in an Okinawan immigrants’ 
community in Santa Cruz, the second largest city after 
La Paz. This community was established by people who 
had migrated from Okinawa, Japan during the period 
of 1954 to1964 and carved out an area of the jungle by 
overcoming many difficulties. Today such infrastructure as 
electricity, water, and gas has been developed, so we feel 
no inconvenience in our daily lives.

The Okinawan immigrants’ community has three districts, 
with a total of over 800 native Japanese and descendents 
of Japanese, about 500 of whom live in District One. 
Many of these Japanese-Bolivians have been successful 
in agriculture and ranching, et cetera, and have become 
wealthy land-owners.

Our church, located in the first Okinawan immigrants’ 
community, was pioneered by Pastor Yamahata Katsumi 
and his wife Yoshie. It started as a church school worship 
service with 26 pupils in December 1959. The following 
month, adults began attending as well, and the church has 
continued to this day.

I have the privilege of serving with Pastor Okuma Reiko, 
who has ministered for the past 30 years in this region. At 
present 15 to 25 persons gather, including children, and we 
all worship together from 9:00 a.m. on Sunday morning. 
In addition, we have prayer meetings every Wednesday 
afternoon and Thursday evening and a house meeting 
on the last Saturday of every month. Likewise, we visit 
the sick and the homes of non-believers and engage in 
literature evangelism as opportunities arise.

I have experienced many blessings during the six months 
since I arrived, one of which is that a member who had left 
the church several years ago has returned. We are all very 
pleased and give thanks to the Lord for that.

Our church has been in existence since the early days of 
the founding of this community. Pastor Yamahata and his 

wife began a program of Japanese-language education 
in January 1960, and this was later developed into a 
Methodist school from kindergarten through high school, 
with instruction in Spanish offered during the morning and 
in Japanese during the afternoon. The school existed in 
this form until it was transferred to the Japan Association 
of Bolivia in 1987. La Gloria Kindergarten, however, 
remained under the management of the church until April 
2012.

Over the years, almost all children of Japanese descent 
grew up being exposed to the Christian faith during their 
kindergarten and Methodist school days. Thus, the people 
in the community have no sense of incongruity with the 
church. The church takes the lead in the annual memorial 
service, with Bible reading, hymns, and prayers. And when 
someone in the community dies, almost all of the funeral 
services are held at our church. Thus, the church and the 
community have a deep and strong relationship.

Since my arrival, I have been making an effort to 
be involved in the Japanese community activities. 
Nevertheless, even though there has been this close 
relationship with the community, there are still difficult 
issues relating to evangelism. One is that only about five 
percent of the Japanese community actually come to the 
point of receiving baptism and becoming followers of 
Christ. I wish that a much larger number would commit 
their lives to Christ.

The second issue is that no men attend the worship service. 
After graduating from high school or university, young 
men stop attending the service. The third issue is that of 
language. In the Okinawan immigrants’ community, the 
second generation speaks in Japanese when members of 
the first generation are with them, but otherwise they all 
speak in Spanish. Among their children, there are those 
who do not speak Japanese at all, as it is just a foreign 
language to them. Presently, our services are all in 
Japanese, but in the near future, we need to begin offering 
a Spanish-language service as well. We are, as a church, 
searching for ways to solve these issues, and so we are 
praying together to find concrete solutions.

La Gloria Church’s Vital Role 
in its Santa Cruz Japanese Community

                                                                                               by Chibana Sugako, missionary
                                                                                                         Methodist Church of Bolivia
                                                                                                    La Gloria Church, Santa Cruz

2012 Christmas Worship Service participants
    (Front row, 3rd & 4th  from left: Rev. Okuma, Rev. Chibana)

Attendees at a regular Sunday worship service
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Yokohama Kyoritsu Gakuen and 
Three Women Missionaries 

James H. Ballagh, a missionary who arrived in Kanagawa in 
November 1861, lived there for seven years and noticed that 
mixed-race children of Japanese women and foreign men were 
despised and discriminated against in their communities. He saw 
that they were homeless and begging in the streets. He earnestly 
appealed to Christian organizations in the United States to send 
women missionaries to care for these children and to provide 
education, particularly for the girls.

The Women’s Union Missionary Society of America for Heathen 
Lands (WUMS), a mission to women by women, responded to 
his appeal and sent three missionaries to Japan. When asked what 
made them decide to go to Japan, Mary Pruyn said she had felt 
a calling from Jesus; Louise Pierson quoted the Bible verse “If I 
must die for doing it, I will die” (Esther 4:16); and Julia Crosby 
decided that she would devote herself “with all her heart and all 
her soul” to the mission given by God. 

These women missionaries landed in Yokohama and stayed at a 
hotel in Yamate while they searched for a place to live. Since they 
could not find anything suitable, they rented the house owned by 
James Ballagh at 48 Bluff, Yamate. Thus, the “American Mission 
Home” was officially opened on Aug. 28, 1871.

Mary Pruyn, aged 51, was the leader and supervised their home 
and school as an administrator. Julia Crosby, aged 38, was 
the treasurer and a teacher. Louise Pierson, aged 39, was the 
principal and a teacher. Thus by sharing the mission work, they 
collaborated in making a good home for these children.

However, not many children came to their home. They wondered 
what caused this and finally got the answer. Christianity was 
prohibited in Japan at that time in 1871. The warning “Christianity 
Strictly Prohibited” was posted on every government bulletin 
board (kosatsu sho) all over the country. It was not surprising that 
few Japanese children took the risk of coming to see them.

In October 1871, Nakamura Masanao, a scholar of the Chinese 
classics, stayed at the Mission Home. He saw the three women 
taking care of the young children with a kind of firm discipline 
and love that he had never seen before among Japanese people. 
Moved by the stories they told, he wrote Japan’s first recruitment 
advertisement for admission to their Home and introduced it to 
the public. The advertisement said: “This Mission Home was 
established by the WUMS, and three American women teachers 
will provide care for your children, regardless of their race by 
birth. You can choose either commuting or boarding. Children 
under three years of age are not accepted, but those without 
mothers are exempted from this rule. The cost for boarding and 
tuition is 10 to 15 dollars and 4 dollars for those who commute. 
A good education is provided by these kind women, and the 
children are brought up with deep love. They will be better raised 
there than if brought up in your own home.”

In 1872, because of the increase in the number of children, the 
women started to search for a larger house and more land. They 
finally found the house at 212 Bluff in Yamate, one of the most 
scenic sites in Yokohama. It was a corner lot, with the large house 
owned by Samuel Robbins Brown to the northwest, a cliff to the 
west, and Japanese people living below. The three missionaries 
had good insight for the future and worked to obtain this land 
with strong determination. They started to construct the school 
buildings, one after another, on this spacious lot. This is where 
Yokohama Kyoritsu Gakuen stands today.

The population of Yokohama had increased to 60,000 by this 
time, with many newcomers from abroad. Many merchants in 
Yokohama were very progressive in their thinking and recognized 
the need for girls’ education, especially to learn English. The aim 
of the three missionaries, who came to Japan to educate Japanese 
girls, met the need of the time, and the number of applicants 
quickly grew.

The three teachers did their best to give the Japanese girls a new 
kind of education and to transmit Western civilization through 
teaching English. For those who entered, their teachers provided 
a liberal atmosphere, a well-regulated life, Western manners, 
and the high morality of Christian faith, all of which they had 
never known or experienced before. A spirit of independence was 
nurtured in their minds without their being conscious of it. 

The formal name for the Mission Home used to be Nihon Fujo 
Eigakko (Japanese Women’s English School), but later, around 
1875, the name was changed to Kyoritsu Jogakko (Kyoritsu 
Girls’ School). Kyoritsu (literally, “standing together”) means 
“union,” and this school has been an interdenominational 
Christian school up to the present. It has had a good reputation 
for English and music education since the days of its founding.

Kaisei Dendo Jogakko (Kaisei Women’s Mission School), later 
called Kyoritsu Women’s Theological Seminary, was founded by 
the WUMS in 1881 on the same lot as the Mission Home, and it 
was the seminary for so-called “Bible women” in Japan.

Though Louise Pierson asked for permission to resign from the 
position as principal in order to devote herself to the seminary 
work, an appropriate person could not be found to take over, 
so she continued to do both. It was obvious that her personality 
and her passionate desire for her mission made it possible to 
establish Kaisei Women’s Bible Training School and to establish 
mission bases. In 1891, (Meiji 24), Harriet I. Bruckhart became 
the principal, and Louise Pierson began working solely for the 
seminary. She worked harder than ever in raising and supporting 
the Bible women. Thus, the seminary became more blessed than 
ever.

Later, in 1907, Kaisei Dendo Jogakko (Kaisei Women’s Bible 
Training School) changed its name to Kyoritsu Joshi Shingakko 
(Kyoritsu Women’s Theological Seminary). In 1943, it was 
united with Nihon Joshi Shingakko. This seminary sent out quite 
a few women preachers in Japan. Kyoritsu Jyoshi Shingakko 
reopened after World War II, and it is succeeded by the current 
Tokyo Christian University, which is now located in Chiba.

(Tr.KY)

Mrs. Mary P. 
Pruyn

Mrs. Louise H. 
Pierson

Miss Julia N. 
Crosby

                    by Sakata Masao, president
                         Doremus School 
                         Junior High School, Senior High School
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◆ The Kyodan website has a new address◆
The new URL of the revamped English page of the 

Kyodan website is now located at: 
http://uccj-e.org/

Upon appointment at the 2012 Kyodan General Assembly, 
I was installed as the general secretary and began working 
at the office. However, my position as senior pastor of 
Tokyo Yamate Church will continue until Easter Sunday 
of 2013, so I have the dual responsibilities of local church 
pastor and Kyodan general secretary. I am experiencing the 
busiest season of my life due to this situation. I am either 
at the Kyodan office or at the church. As for my private 
life, whenever I am through for the day at either job, I just 
return home to take a bath, eat a meal, and go straight to 
bed.

Let me tell you about Tokyo Yamate Church. Tokyo 
Yamate Church stands in the midst of what is called 
“youth town,” where it is said that 400,000 people walk by 
everyday. The church facility can accommodate about 800 
people, but in 2010 we crammed in 900 participants at the 
celebration of the 150th anniversary of Protestant Christian 
mission in Japan.

As I look back over my 18 years of pastoral experience 
here, I must speak about mission–the spreading of the 
gospel in this country. It is not an exaggeration to say that 
every minute it is possible to count at least 20 people in 
front of our church, walking along the street famous as 
the site of the Japan Broadcasting Corporation (Nihon 
Hoso Kyokai [NHK]) studios, so it is a very lively place. 
However, these are just people passing by, and almost no 
one comes into the church.
The church is open for Bible-reading gatherings three 
times on weekdays. We post posters for the gatherings and 
even stand on the street to invite people in, but as this has 
nothing to do with their purpose for being there—to shop 
or to attend an NHK event or a sporting event at nearby 
Yoyogi Olympic Center—we stand there in vain.

This may sound like mere complaining, but it is reality. It 
is even worse when the Christmas sales begin. From the 
end of October, huge evergreen trees are brought in from 
somewhere and Christmas music played that is much more 
beautiful and attractive than we, as a church, can perform.

Originally, the privilege of celebrating Christmas belonged 
to the Christian churches, so it is disturbing to see the 
proud faces of those people who usurp the beauty of 
Christmas for their own business ends. I, on the other hand, 
as a pastor, have been preoccupied with such thoughts as: 
“Will that high school student receive baptism this year?” 
and “Can the people who are elderly and have to travel 
for one-and-a half to two hours by train and bus make it to 
church on Christmas Sunday?”

Japanese Christians represent 0.7 percent of the total 
population and only maintain church membership after 
baptism for an average of one year and seven months. 

Why is this so? Can we thus no longer expectantly to 
find sincere seekers after Christ? No. We should not grow 
weary. An evangelist will persevere. (Tr. BN)

                               —Nagasaki Tetsuo, general secretary

A Message From General Secretary

A Self-introduction

Tokyo Yamate Church
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