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International Forum Considers the Mission of the Church 
in Taiwan Today 

                          by Kato Makoto, executive secretary for Ecumenical Ministries 

Sponsored by the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan 
(PCT), the International Forum on the Mission of the 
Church in Taiwan Today was held Feb. 14 -17 at the 
Presbyterian Bible College in Hsinchu. In addition to 
the 42 participants from overseas, there were about 150 
other participants from around Taiwan. The Kyodan was 
represented by Moderator Ishibashi Hideo and myself. 
Aminaka Shoko, general secretary of the National 
Christian Council in Japan was also in attendance. 

The opening worship service was led by Rev. Suda 
Tada, moderator of the PCT, who is from the indigenous 
Sediq tribe. He preached on the theme "Dining 
Together," taken from Luke 15:11-32. In the following 
session on "Today's PCT Context," Dr. I-Chung Lai, 
assistant professor at Mackay College for Medicine and 
Management and executive director of Taichung City's 
International Affairs Committee, gave a presentation 
on the current political situation. This was followed 
by a presentation by Prof. Hsin-Huang Michael Hsiao, 
professor of sociology at National Taiwan University, 
entitled "The Paradigm Shift and the Current Social 
Issues in Taiwan." The final morning presentation 
was by Rev. Dr. Cheng Yang-En, professor of Church 
History on the faculty of Taiwan Theological College 
and Seminary, who spoke on the topic "Missional 
Response to Today’s Taiwanese Context: A Historical 
Perspective." The afternoon session featured the keynote 
address by Rev. Dr. Collin Cowan, general secretary of 
the Council for World Mission, entitled "Discerning the 
Role of the PCT in the Unfolding of Taiwan." 

The focus of Day 2 was "simultaneous panels" in which 
participants were divided into panel discussion groups. 
During the morning session, panel discussions were held 

in two separate rooms at the same time: one on Gender 
Justice and the other on the Role of Youth in the Church. 
During the afternoon and continuing into the morning of 
the third day, participants were divided into three groups 
in separate locations to discuss the topics of Economic 
Justice, Climate Environment, and Inclusive and Life 
Affirming Community. I served as the moderator for the 
discussion on Inclusive and Life Affirming Community, 
and I learned of the situation in the PCT concerning 
sexual minorities. The youth spoke openly of the 
seriousness of the issue and how no consensus could be 
reached. We all came back together for the afternoon 
session for two more panel discussions: one on the 
Meaning of Partnership and the other on the Role of the 
Ecumenical Movement in Supporting the PCT. 

On the fourth and final day, following the adoption 
of the Listening Group Report, Kyodan Moderator 
Ishibashi Hideo led the closing worship. Overall, I 
would say that this was the largest in size and most 
serious in content of all of the PCT’s international 
conferences in my memory. (Tr. TB)

Participants meeting at Presbyterian Bible College
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Districts Report on the Kumamoto-Oita and 

Tottori Earthquakes 
I. The Kumamoto-Oita Earthquake: Challenges for 
Kyushu District 
 
Ten months have passed since the Kumamoto-Oita 
Earthquakes. (On Thursday, April 14, 2016 a destructive 
earthquake occurred.) The situation remains serious, but 
we in Kyushu District clearly feel the Lord’s hand amid the 
hardships. Our two main challenges are continuing support 
for disaster survivors in the region and providing aid to 
disaster-affected churches, congregations, and pastors. 

   1. Support for Disaster Survivors in the Region
 
Kyushu District and the General Assembly of the Korean 
Christian Church in Japan (KCCJ) collaborated to establish 
the "Volunteer Center Elpis (“hope” in Greek) Kumamoto," 
and our work there continues. At the time of establishment 
there were great numbers of disaster victims taking refuge 
in shelter facilities. We started up "Dream Café" within 
the shelter in Mifune-machi, which was being managed 
by the Kumamoto YMCA, and provided entertainment 
and a listening ear to the weary-hearted. Another popular 
activity offered by district pastors was a series of handcraft 
classes, some geared to children and others to adults. These 
activities continued until the shelter closed at the end of 
October. 

On Dec. 14 we began to serve at the Minami-kinokura 
temporary housing complex (55 units). The trust we had 
built up in the preceding months has been a great help in 
this work. On Dec. 23 we held a Christmas gathering at 
this location. By request from the residents, the gathering 
featured a Christmas message by Elpis Director Kim Sung 
Hyo (pastor of KCCJ Kumamoto Church), a handbell 
concert by students from Fukuoka Futaba Senior High 
School, as well as a meal, sweets, and some cake to take 
home. Those who attended kindly said, “This wasn’t just 
like an ordinary party; it really moved our hearts.” We 
plan to continue to hold café events at several temporary 
housing complexes and, through these, we plan to provide 
a listening ear and support for daily living. 

   2. Support for Disaster-Affected Churches 

Fifteen district churches suffered structural damage from 
the series of earthquakes, and church members and pastors 
were also deeply impacted. As a district we provided early 
support of ¥200,000 to each church member whose home 
suffered damage, and we are taking steps to respond to the 
needs of our pastors, who have labored with such devotion 
from the very first days—for example, by making health 
maintenance programs available to them. 

Regarding church buildings, we commissioned W. M. 
Vories & Company Architects Ichiryusha to assess 
damages. As a result we estimate the costs of repair and 
rebuilding will be ¥180 million. 

It remains difficult to find a local building contractor 
who is available to perform the necessary repairs or to 
rebuild. The rainy season and several typhoons since the 
earthquakes have caused the cracks and distortions in 
walls to grow more pronounced. We pray earnestly for the 
earliest possible resolution of these issues. 

For the above reasons, the Kyodan initiated and is now 
promoting the “Donation Campaign for the Support of 
Reconstruction of Churches and Other Buildings Impacted 
by the Kumamoto-Oita Earthquakes” (target amount: ¥180 
million). 
                  —Umesaki Koji, moderator, Kyushu District
*     *     *

II. The Tottori Earthquake in Higashi Chugoku District 

On Friday, Oct. 21, 2016, at 14:07, a strong earthquake 
occurred, the epicenter of which was in central Tottori 
Prefecture. At Kurayoshi City, the tremor was measured at 
magnitude 6 on the seismic intensity scale.

The three Kyodan churches in Kurayoshi were all 
significantly damaged. Kurayoshi Church developed 
several visible cracks in its walls, but we believe the 
damage was not severe. Agei Church experienced damage 
in many spots, including the collapse and cracking of 
concrete sections of its exterior wall as well as falling 
plaster and cracking of the interior walls. We anticipate that 
much repair will be needed here. 

In terms of structural damage, Kurayoshi Fukkatsu Church 
suffered the greatest impact. The church's perimeter wall 
and announcement board both collapsed; window sashes 
fell from the second floor; the main entrance door was 
toppled; plaster fell from walls; the floor was skewed; 
and many of the building's doors are now creaking due to 
structural distortions. Temporary repair has been done with 
plywood and blue vinyl sheets, but the damage appears 
to be too severe for repair and continued use. We have 
gathered council members of the three churches to discuss 
the future. 

(Cont'd on p. 3)

Talking together in a cafe at the Minami-kinokura  
temporary housing complex
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Activities of the Mission Schools Council Today 
The present council is called the “Mission Schools 
Council,” abbreviated as “MSC.” As the name suggests, it 
is based on the key words “mission” and “school” and is a 
council that supports missionaries and about 40 Kyodan-
related schools. Last year it mainly carried out the activities 
listed below. 

1. Sending students to a SMJ (Special Ministry to the 
Japanese) discovery camp in New York, USA 

    Between July 22 and Aug. 9, 2016, the seven middle-
school students sent to the U.S., mainly from the East 
Japan Disaster area, spent invaluable days at a Bible 
camp held in New York. I believe they gained special 
understanding in addition to developing friendships with 
treasured companions. 

2. Providing “Extension Worship Services” 

    Within the Mission Schools Council are related schools 
where no missionaries are serving. Missionaries were sent 
to those schools to share in worship services with them. 
Worship services conducted by missionaries from overseas 
are a refreshing experience for both the receiving school 
and the missionary, and each receives a great blessing.
 
3. Supporting “Japanese language study” 

    Some of the missionaries appointed to schools are 
suffering because they cannot speak Japanese. This 
support program began from the desire to provide a chance 
for these persons to study Japanese. Presently, three 
missionaries are using this system and studying Japanese 
for a year. Missionaries who study and acquire Japanese 

are hoping that this will help them be more effective in 
their work at the various schools. 

4. Publishing the “MSC Diary” 

    The Council is presently drawing up a “MSC Diary” to 
introduce its work for distribution to related schools. It is 
hoped that through this, more people will come to know 
the work of the MSC. 

At the past annual meeting, held Feb. 2, 2017, I was 
impressed by how intently the participants from the schools 
listened to the report on last year's activities. During the 
round-table time, there was a frank sharing of thoughts 
with periods of serious discussion. In her presentation, 
Asia Rural Institute (ARI) President Arakawa Tomoko 
spoke earnestly about the background of and the principles 
upon which the school was founded: namely, to receive 
students from countries around the world and teach them 
the importance of “living together.” Some years there have 
been students from over 20 countries living together at 
ARI. President Arakawa’s words “living together” were 
profound and thoroughly echoed in the depths of our 
hearts. 

We value the thoughts expressed by everyone at this 
meeting and intend to utilize them for the good of the 
related schools and the missionaries. We ask you to 
continue to support the Mission Schools Council through 
your thoughts and prayers. (Tr. RT) 
                             —Haruna Masashi , staff 
                               Mission Schools Council Office
_________________________ 
*Editorial note: In Japan, schools founded by missionaries 
are called “mission schools.”

(Cont'd from p. 2)

Destruction was not, of course, limited to church buildings. 
The homes of many members of these churches also 
suffered major damage. And just when we were finally 
returning to "normal" daily life, the region was hit by two 
heavy snowfalls in the new year. This caused water damage 
at Kurayoshi Fukkatsu Church, where the damaged roof 
had been a concern since the earthquake. At the sight of 
numerous roofs covered with blue-sheets while awaiting 
repair, one cannot help but feel the anxiety of many people. 
Amid this situation, it was decided that the congregations 
of Kurayoshi Fukkatsu and Agei churches will hold joint 
Sunday services from April. There is still a mountain of 
challenges facing us, but we hope to move ahead steadily. 

(Tr. DM) 
                            —Okuda Nozomu, pastor, Agei Church, 
                               Higashi Chugoku District 

           [From Kyodan Shinpo (The Kyodan Times). 
             Summarized by Kato Makoto, executive secretary.]

Left: An outer wall of Kurayoshi Fukkatsu Church just after the 
       earthquake
Right: The stone lantern destroyed in Kurayoshi Fukkatsu Church's
        yard
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 Continuing the Journey of my Father and Grandfather

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　by Tamada Makoto, pastor
              　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Oomachi Church in Nagano 
             　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 Local Committee Member of The Japan Christian
                 　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 Council of Evangelism Among The Blind

As the son and grandson of pastors, I had no desire to be a 
pastor and tried my best to run away from the call. However, 
I now serve as a pastor. And having observed the lives of my 
father and grandfather, I consider ministering to the blind my 
life work.

I was raised as the only son of Tamada Keiji, the founding 
pastor of Ashiya Sanjo Church in Hyogo Prefecture. My 
father’s father was also a blind pastor. Moreover, my mother's 
grandfather, Kumagai Tetsutaro, was also a blind pastor. 
Thus, I am a third-generation pastor. When I graduated from 
high school, and again when I graduated from university, my 
father encouraged me to become a pastor. However, I did not 
want to become a pastor and dismissed his encouragement. 
More than anything else, I wanted to work in film animation. 
As a university student, I frequently visited Toei animation 
studios, sharing my desire to become a producer. I asked to be 
employed, but I was not hired.

Due to the introduction of a friend of my father, an 
advertisement company gave me employment. Unfortunately, 
I had no opportunity there to work in animation, and 
my background did not prepare me for the extreme 
competitiveness of the advertisement industry. Furthermore, I 
was struggling in my personal relationships with my peers and 
gradually losing confidence in my ability to continue working 
there.

When I was 37, the company president bluntly asked me, 
“Do you have the confidence to continue working in this 
company?” Immediately I answered, “No.” In response to my 
answer, the company president said, “Okay. In that case, if 
there’s work you want to do, I’ll introduce you to a company 
that will fit your desire.” Again, my response was quick. “I’m 
going to seminary to become a pastor.” That was the moment 
when God took over my life.

I think one of the reasons for my decision was the persistence 
of the pastor of my local church and the moderator of The 
Japan Christian Council of Evangelism Among The Blind 
(abbreviated as MODEN in Japanese). Both had continued 
to ask me when I was going to quit my job in advertising and 
become a pastor.

After my decision to become a pastor, I told my parents. 
Surprisingly, my father expressed opposition. I suppose 
my father did not want me to experience the difficulties he 
had dealt with as a pastor. After convincing my father of 
my conviction, I quit my job. After 14 years in advertising, 
I entered Japan Bible Seminary in Tokyo and graduated in 
2004. Following graduation, I became the pastor of Yamura 
Church in Yamanashi Prefecture.

In the beginning, I struggled. Sermon preparation, ministering 
to an entire congregation, and encountering the different 
ways of thinking of congregants with no Christian home 
background were challenging. However, I was encouraged 
by the fact that many students from a neighboring university 
were attending the church. Like my father and grandfather, 
I was also involved in ministry to the blind. Since my father 
had once served as moderator of MODEN, I had been in and 
out of the offices from the time I was a child.

After serving at Yamura Church for nine years, I accepted a 
call to Omachi Church in Nagano Prefecture, where I am now 
serving my fourth year as pastor. Our church has one blind 
couple, and I serve as adviser to an association of visually 
impaired laity in Nagano.
My work with MODEN started when I entered seminary. I 
realized then that I have a personal awareness of the burden 
the visually impaired encounter and should help shoulder 
it. Since coming to Nagano, I also became chair of the 
International Exchange Office of MODEN. In August 2016, 
we successfully hosted its national retreat here in Nagano.

If my father and grandfather had not been blind, I doubt 
that I would be involved in evangelism to the blind as I am. 
However, I now consider my ministry to the blind to be my 
life work.
In my father’s later years, he suffered with manic-depression, 
and in November of 2000, he took his own life. At first I 
thought of my father as being weak. However, in August 
2014, I suffered from the same condition. I took an 18-month 
leave of absence from my responsibilities at Oomachi Church. 
A period of pain and suffering continued, and I felt like a 
failure as a person. I felt that there was no place for me in the 
ministry and seriously considered retirement. At that time the 
reality of the words my father had left in a note became clear 
to me. He wrote these words to my mother before his death: 
“Suicide is in opposition to the providence of God, but this 
disease is forcing me to do it. Please forgive me.”

According to my mother, my father’s strong sense of pride 
kept him from ever accepting the fact of his blindness, which 
had come in mid-life. However, my grandfather, who became 
blind as a child, wrote a tanka poem conveying the conviction 
that even if he could be born again, he would choose to be 
born blind so he could better serve other blind people. As I 
reflect on my father’s and grandfather’s words, I often ask 
myself what my words would be if I were to become blind.

Regardless, as I pastor my church, I want to continue my 
ministry with MODEN. I believe that this will further enrich 
my church ministry. (Tr. JS)
From Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend), Nov. 2016 issue
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One cannot separate the history of prayer meetings from that of the Japanese Protestant Church, 
which began at the late 19th century. Many churches owe their beginnings to prayer meetings that 
continued for several days, and many churches held public prayer meetings on Sundays as well as 
their worship services. Recently, however, as people have spread to various areas and congregations 
are aging, it is difficult to continue the prayer meetings. The following is the case of a prayer meeting 
featured for two consecutive times in the periodical, Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend). —KNL Editorial 
Committee

I. “Mutual Pastoring”: The Blessing of Praying Together 
                             
 　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　by Kubota Takashi, member
                                  　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 Osaka Church, Osaka District 

Osaka Church has about 200 members and is located in 
the business district of Osaka City. As the population 
of the district has decreased over the years, there were 
periods when fewer than ten members lived within 
walking distance of the church. Thus, the percentage 
of members who found it difficult to attend weekday 
meetings increased. 

For many years, Bible classes and prayer meetings were 
held on Wednesday evenings and Thursday mornings, 
but attendance had dwindled, so during a year of pastoral 
vacancy, all weekday gatherings were discontinued. After 
Rev. Okamura Hisashi came to our church in 2000, we 
considered what to do about all the weekday meetings 
and decided to maintain only the Thursday noon worship 
service and to focus our energy on Sunday activities. 
However, after that decision, some members voiced their 
desire to have prayer meetings again, so from November 
2000, we started to hold one on Sunday morning from 
9:30 to 10 a.m., before the worship service, and called it 
the “Lord’s Day Prayer Meeting.” Though Sunday school 
staff persons are unable to attend during that time period, 
we have been able to provide a program for adult seekers 
during the prayer time. In the beginning, testimonies 
given by church members were followed by a time of 
prayer. And once, the pastor led a study time entitled, 
“Encouraging Prayer.” Now we alternate between Bible 
classes and prayer meetings every other week, and once 
every two months, church members lead the Bible classes. 

Once a month, a church member leads the prayer meeting 
and gives the meditation on the Bible passage. After the 
leader presents the meditation theme to the others, we 
split into groups of three or four people, and we share our 
reflections on the leader’s meditation or our own thoughts. 
Then each group prays for various requests and finishes 
with the Lord’s Prayer. Prayer requests are written ahead 
of time on small pieces of paper, and one piece is handed 

to each person. Participants have said the following 
concerning this activity: “Bible verses that I have read 
many times before have touched me in a new way.” “I 
have been given a chance to pray for things I had not 
usually thought of before, and I was very happy to have 
someone pray for me.” 

In addition to this, from 2012, at 7 p.m. on Thursdays, 
interested members began the “Prayer Meeting,” and it 
became an officially recognized church activity in 2013. 
From June 2015, it was moved to 7 p.m. on Fridays. The 
person in charge of either the Sunday prayer meeting 
or Bible study leads the Friday meeting, using the same 
Scripture. We meditate more deeply on the Bible passage 
and sing worship songs for about one hour. Friday 
attendance easier for some people whose workplace 
is close to the church but who are unable to attend the 
Sunday meeting, and interested seekers also attend.

I attend both the Sunday and Friday meetings and am 
greatly blessed by them. While preparing, there is both 
joy and pain, but I am encouraged by the words of thanks 
I receive from the participants, and I feel the work of 
the Holy Spirit in this. Prayer itself is God’s work of 
salvation. 

Of 120 church attendants, 25 to 30 participate in the 
Sunday Bible class and prayer meeting, and about five or 
six attend the Friday meeting. We stay aware of each of 
the prayer needs of Osaka Church and are encouraged by 
the prayer lives of everyone involved. To maintain healthy 
lives of faith, we wish to continue this blessing of “mutual 
pastoring” through the morning program, and we wish to 
do whatever possible to make the entire church a praying 
congregation. (Tr. WJ) 

—From Shinto no Tomo (Believers’ Friend), January 2017 issue 
Summarized by KNL Editor Kawakami Yoshiko

Prayer Meetings
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3rd Korea/Japan 5-Churches Mission Consultation Meets 
in Seoul

by  Kato Makoto, executive secretary

The Korea/Japan 5-Churches Mission Consultation was 
held in Seoul, Feb. 20-21 and used both the headquarters of 
the Korean Methodist Church (KMC) and the Presbyterian 
Church in the Republic of Korea (PROK). The other 
three church bodies involved in the consultation were the 
Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK), the Korean Christian 
Church in Japan (KCCJ) and the Kyodan. 

The basic pattern is for each denomination to send 
three official representatives. The Kyodan sent Rev. 
Kumoshikari Toshimi, General Assembly secretary, Rev. 
Kishi Norihide, former chair of the Committee on Korean 
Church Relations, and myself. 

There were three presentations: one each by the KMC, 
the Kyodan and the PCK, with the first being given by 
Rev. Yoon Byung-Jo, senior pastor of Morenae Methodist 
Church. He also serves as vice-president of the Korean 
Methodist Mission Association and chairperson of the 
Japan Mission Society.  He presented a case study of joint 
mission cooperation between Korea and Japan. Rev. Yoon's 
conclusions were two-fold. 

First, we need to learn from history. As an example, he 
shared the story of Lee Su-Jung who came to Japan and 
was baptized by Rev. Yasukawa Toru in 1883 and, while he 
was in Japan, translated the Gospel of Mark into Korean. 
That translation was then used by missionary Henry 
Gerhard Appenzeller in his evangelistic work in Korea, 
thus making it a beautiful legacy for Japanese and Korean 
churches.

Second, it is important to pray for and work towards 
an expansion of exchanges and visitations among both 
Korean and Japanese churches, including revitalization of 
exchanges between pastoral and mission-related personnel 
towards a creative future. 

The next presentation was by Dr. Nag Woon-Hae, a 
missionary sent by the Kyodan to the Presbyterian College 
and Theological Seminary in Seoul. He spoke on "The 
Desirable Role of a Pastor in Japanese Churches" and 
gave the background of the increasing number of Koreans 
volunteering to serve as overseas missionaries. He also 
identified the issues involved in sending Koreans to help 
with the more than 400 Kyodan churches in Japan that are 
without a full-time pastor. He stressed how important it is 
for such missionaries to be able to dedicate themselves to 
evangelism and outreach in the areas of Japan where such 
churches are concentrated. He gave three suggestions: 

1) Make the Kyodan Commission on Ecumenical 
Ministries the route through which Korean missionaries are 
sent to Japanese churches;

2) Have a period of training for such people prior they 
enter Japan. For instance, since Dr. Nag Woon-Hae is in 
charge of the Japanese worship service at Seamoonan 

Presbyterian Church, the missionaries could attend the 
weekly services there for three months to become familiar 
with the atmosphere of a Japanese church and improve 
their Japanese language skills; and

3) Create a joint program together with the Kyodan for 
serving Kyodan churches. Missionaries from Korea need 
to participate more fully in such a church structure within 
the Kyodan, and the Kyodan needs to be more proactive in 
sending missionaries to Korea. 

The final presentation, given by Rev. Lee Sang-Cheol 
of PCK’s Onhye Presbyterian Church, was a report of 
his ministry since he was called to be the pastor there in 
January 2009 entitled "Practices and Actual Application of 
Evangelism." This church, a typical one in a rural area, had 
not conducted a single baptism in several years. The vision 
he had received as he began there was to create a "ministry 
revered in the community" and a "ministry revealing the 
benevolence of God." He began by developing a sense of 
community particularly with elderly people living alone 
by taking a bento lunch to give them when he visited. He 
helped those who could not easily get to health clinics 
by taking their blood pressure and blood sugar levels and 
driving them to the hospital when they needed to go. He 
also began a service by volunteers who take these older 
people to a famous hot springs nearby, and then in his 
second year of ministry there began "Rainbow University," 
a school for elderly persons that utilizes the talents and 
resources of local people. In 2014, the church had 12 
baptisms, and presently the weekly attendance is about 50. 
Following these presentations, we spent time discussing 
them. This included exchanging our views on the specific 
proposals of missionary Nag Woon-Hae concerning 
training. We ended by making preparations for the next 
planning session for the following such consultation. 

(Tr. TB)

Dr. Nag Woon-Hae (3rd from left), Kyodan missionary
     to the Presbyterian College and Seminary in Seoul
Kyodan Executive Secretary Kato Makoto (Back row,

     2nd from right), at the PCK General Secretary's office
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A Visit to Japanese Churches in Europe 
          
                                                                                                by Kawai Nozomu, ministerial appointee

                Pine United Methodist Church, San Francisco, CA 

In 2016, I was appointed to serve Pine United Methodist 
Church in San Francisco as a Kyodan missionary. 
However my visa has yet to be issued. As of January 
2017, I still remained in Japan. Given this situation, the 
Commission on Ecumenical Ministries decided to send 
me to visit Kyodan-related Japanese churches abroad 
to learn more about their circumstances and chose 
three churches in Europe. I visited the Cologne-Bonn 
Japanese Church in Germany; the Kobylisy Church 
in Prague, Czech Republic; and the Brussels Japanese 
Protestant Church in Belgium. In each of the churches, 
I had richly rewarding experiences. There are many 
things I would like to share, but here I will focus on two 
in particular. 

First is the fact that people gathering together in 
Japanese churches abroad are yearning for relationships 
in the Japanese language. All of them are working and 
experiencing daily life in German, French, English, and 
other languages and generally have no serious difficulty 
communicating in a foreign language. However, there is 
still a strong desire for a church where they can hear a 
sermon in Japanese and enjoy fellowship in their native 
language. I think this is based on that deep influence 
and love of one’s mother tongue. A person who has 
been living in Germany for more than 45 years told 
me, “When speaking in German, there’s considerable 
mental and physical energy required. But when speaking 
in Japanese, it’s so easy.” These words are deeply 
embedded in my memory. 

Secondly, I found that the missionary pastors serving 
in those churches are also experiencing loneliness. In 
Japan, there are neighborhood pastors to whom one can 
go and seek counsel and cooperation. However, when 
abroad, visiting a Japanese pastor might require hours by 
car or public transportation. Missionaries feel difficulty 

in talking about their worries and hardships with their 
congregants. As a result they keep these feelings inside 
and begin to experience added stress. If possible, I think 
the Kyodan should provide pastoral care for missionaries 
abroad by sending qualified personnel periodically to 
their areas of service. 

Let me add a personal thought. When I was at the 
Brussels Japanese Protestant Church, I was the 
celebrant for the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. This 
congregation too has been waiting for a missionary 
to come from Japan, but also due to the delayed visa 
for that missionary, it had been a long time since the 
congregation had been able to celebrate communion. 
During the service, I served the cup and the bread to 
each member individually, and I could not help but feel 
the parishioners’ strong sense of joy and thanksgiving 
as they received the elements. Their deep desire for 
communion together was palatable. As a pastor, that 
moment filled me with exultation. I realized anew that I 
love this ministry to which I am called. 

Even if distance separates us from each other on earth, 
our distance from God is always the same. All of us who 
share this earth together are held in the warm embrace of 
God. However, even believing this, Japanese Christians 
living abroad experience loneliness, alienation, and 
discrimination. Insuring that Japanese Christians abroad 
have more concrete means of experiencing God’s love 
is one of the tasks of the Kyodan. Through this trip to 
Europe, I thought to myself, “If there is anything I can 
do to accomplish this goal, I really want to do that." 

(Tr. JS) 
*Editorial note: In mid-March, after this article was written, 
the missionaries being sent to Brussels (Rev. Kawakami 
Yasushi and Rev. Kawakami Masaki) have received their 
visas. However, Rev. Kawai's visa has not yet been received.

Rev. Kawai (1st row, center) at 
Brussels Japanese Protestant Church

Rev. Kawai (1st row, center) and Rev. Sasaki Ryoko 
to his left, pastor of Cologne-Bonn Japanese Church
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Mission Emphasis Includes Support of NCCJ’s 
70th Anniversary 

As the National Christian Council in Japan (NCCJ) 
celebrates its 70th anniversary next year, "Mission 
Conference 2018" and its lead-up gatherings are being 
planned. The four events, each with a separate theme, 
have been or will be held on the following dates:
   1. "Mission: Kerygma and Youth": Sept. 24, 2016
   2. "Service: Diakonia and Life”: Feb. 4, 2017
   3. "Witness: Marturia and Collaboration Between
      Generations”: Sept. 9, 2017 
  4.  "Prayer and Worship: Leitourgia and Diversity”
     : Feb. 3, 2018
Not only are the member denominations, churches, and 
other organizations participating but there will also be 
a Roman Catholic presence, thus making this a truly 
ecumenical mission conference. Preparations for the 
main conference are well underway, and the Kyodan 
intends to cooperate in every way possible to make it a 
success. (Tr. TB) 

             —Dohke Norikazu, acting general secretary 
                 Executive Secretary of General Affairs 
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The mission activities of the 40th General Assembly 
period (2016-2018) have now begun. As at every general 
assembly, various commissions and committees gather 
together to support the work of local churches and 
schools and other organizations related to the Kyodan, 
which is where our mission actually takes place. The 
standing committees of the Kyodan are:
          •   the Commission on Mission,
          •   the Commission on Cooperative Ecumenical 
             Ministries, 
          •   the Commission on the Ministry, 
          •   the Commission on Ministerial Qualifications, 
          •   the Commission on Faith and Order, and 
          •   the Commission on Finance. 
Likewise, the following focus committees also operate 
under the Commission on Mission: 
          •   the Committee on Evangelism, 
          •   the Committee on Social Concerns, and
          •   the Committee on Education, including the
             Office of Evangelism Promotion.
In addition to these committees and commissions, the 
assembly established the Research Institute on the 
Mission of the Church, which began the process of 
revising the "basic theory of mission" during the 36th 
General Assembly Period (2008-2010). This process 
is still ongoing, with the discussion during the 40th 
General Assembly focusing on the very premises of 
the debate, that of "mission" and "evangelism." "Our 
conclusion is that 'mission' is primarily communicating 
the gospel message—in other words, 'evangelism.' 
However, true evangelism must give birth to 'witness.' 
(Revised Basic Theory of Mission draft, I-2-4)*" 
[*Social action and activities] There is much debate 
within the Kyodan concerning this draft. It is my hope 
that this debate will not end merely with definitions of 
words but with the gospel of Christ spreading in various 
ways to every place. 
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