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The Counseling Center for the Support of Pastors and 
their Families is a telephone counseling service that 
will begin on March 4, 2019. It will be available every 
Monday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., excluding a lunch hour 
from 12 to 1 p.m., and will be operated by people with 
experience in telephone counseling. Both a guidance 
meeting for counselors and a committee meeting were 
held at Kamakura Meditation House, Jan. 15-16. Since 
2009, the Subcommittee for Consideration of Disabled 
Persons has been discussing the serious problems 
of churches in crisis situations due to suicides and 
mental health issues in clergy families. With increased 
awareness of the urgency of the need for mental 
health care following three gatherings of the National 
Fellowship Meeting for Ministers and their Families, 
we were finally able to establish the Counseling Center 
for the Support of Pastors and their Families in 2018.

The purpose of the counseling center is to “promote 
understanding of spiritual ministry and mental health 
care in relation to issues actually experienced.” The 
specific problems that pastors and their families have 
been struggling with are not being dealt with well 
through the use of traditional counseling methods. 
However, though this is the case, we cannot turn away 
from the problem. Rather we should acknowledge 
that the effectiveness and power of evangelism has 
been weakened because of this. Thus it is of utmost 
importance that the Kyodan deals with this issue 
immediately.

In order to address the various issues with which people 
suffer, we began with the idea of phone counseling 
and invited church members with phone counseling 
experience to open our guidance meeting. At this 
meeting we determined ethical principles, of which the 
following seven are of most importance.

1. Participants must strictly uphold confidentiality 
by distancing themselves from politics or personnel 
relations within the Kyodan, church district, or local 
church, not making any judgments or personally 
following up on such issues. Likewise, counselors are 
not to answer inquiries from others.

Pastoral Telephone Counseling Service Established

2. The most important thing is to focus on the client’s 
problem or pain and work to share that pain with the 
client, but not to focus on problem resolution.

3. When necessary, call a committee meeting to share 
ideas on how to deal with the case and hold discussions 
to deepen cooperation.

4. When a counselor is faced with a case that cannot 
easily be handled, bring the case to the committee and 
work together to find the correct solution and receive 
necessary support.

5. Take care not to share your notes and records with 
others to make certain that confidentiality is maintained.

6. Even though a pastor is a fallen creature like anyone 
else, he or she has a special responsibility and calling. 
Keep that in mind during consultations.

7. Though families of pastors may not have a particular 
calling or special training, their role causes them to be 
involved in very unique and unusual situations, and 
they may carry burdens that are very specific to their 
particular situations. Keep this in mind when having 
consultations with them.

We have prepared for this project by trying to discern 
the various types of consultations we might have, but 
until we actually begin, there is no way to imagine every 
possibility. Although we may not be able to bring the 
problems of pastors or their families to an immediate 
solution, we can strive together with them in their 
suffering, and hopefully become a place where they will 
feel they can gain some loving support. And more than 
anything, we hope that through our service, pastors and 
their families will be able to receive the blessings of 
Jesus Christ and the joy that comes from him. If they 
have already lost that, we want to be instrumental in 
bringing them back to that state of blessedness. (Tr. WJ)

          —Kyodan Shinpo (The Kyodan Times), No.4896

                                                               by Kato Mikio, chair
                                                                    Counseling Center for the Support of Pastors and their Families
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Kyodan Participation in Disaster Relief in Japan in 2018

When western Japan experienced disastrously heavy 
rain in July 2018, the Nishihirashima area in Okayama 
Prefecture, was the second worst in terms of aftereffects 
of the disaster, with 2,230 homes being damaged by 
flooding. Immediately after the devastation occurred, 
Kato Makoto, executive secretary of the Kyodan 
Commission on Ecumenical Ministries,  among 
others, inspected the damage on several occasions. 
The commission began activities in August in the 
Nishihirashima area to promote relief efforts that met 
the needs of the people in the most appropriate ways.

We always keep in mind that it is "the person-to-person 
connection" that makes it possible to provide support. 
On Friday, July 6, heavy rain fell continuously, resulting 
in the overflowing of Suna River’s banks, and NGO 
Team Haru Haru entered the area on Sunday, July 8. The 
relief efforts continued nonstop, without taking even one 
day off, so a relationship of trust was established with 
the district. Wake Church Pastor Nobuto Yoshihide had 
already been participating in this work for several days, 
so the commission too was able to begin relief activities.
Some people said that compared to other nearby 
disaster areas, reconstruction of the Nishihirashima area 
progressed more quickly. This was partly due to the 
help received from experienced volunteers. They soon 
finished removing mud, disinfecting, and drying floors. 
By August, they were at the point where the carpenters 
could begin necessary repairs. With the help of the 
Kyodan, volunteer carpenters from the Presbyterian 
Church in Taiwan were dispatched to the disaster area.

During a period of 39 days, from Monday, Aug. 27, 
through Thursday, Oct. 4, major and minor repairs 
were carried out on about 20 homes by a total of ten 
volunteers and three inspectors. I cannot forget the 
sight of the members of one family shaking hands with 
a carpenter from Taiwan, their eyes filled with tears as 
they said, "When we were looking at the ground covered 
with mud every day, we could not motivate ourselves 
to do anything. But now it seems that we can finally 
take one step forward." During this same time period, 
a lot of damage was being caused by natural disasters 
occurring also in Taiwan. I want to thank the members 
of the family of God in Taiwan, who sent the carpenters 
to help Japan.

                         *               *               *
Kyodan Churches Join 

Interdenominational Relief 
in Hiroshima   

  
 by Kobayashi Katsuya, pastor, Kure Heian Church,
      Nishi-Chugoku District
       Steering committee member, Hiroshima Christian Church
       Disaster Relief Projects Planning Headquarters, 
        Kure Volunteer Center

The flood-causing rains also severely damaged Kure 
City in Hiroshima Prefecture. In cooperation with 
several churches in Kure, the Hiroshima Cooperative 
Mission, Hiroshima Disaster Response Office, which 
had worked hard to offer support during another muddy 
disaster five years ago, launched an interdenominational 
organization called the Hiroshima Christian Church 
Disaster Relief Project Planning Headquarters, Kure 
Volunteer Center, which provided immediate support 
following the disaster.

The center provided housing for volunteers, limited 
to the first four weeks. This time limit was decided 
before starting so that the pastors and other people in 
the damaged areas would not collapse from exhaustion 
by doing relief work. Kure Heian Church also became a 
place that offered lodging. Many Christians, and many 
people interested in Christianity, crossed denominational 
lines and came from all over Japan, and from overseas 
too, to participate in the volunteer work. They met the 
needs of the victims, first helping churches, church 
members, the families and acquaintances of church 
members, and the regions where the churches are, in 
that order, by removing mud, disinfecting, etc. They 
carried out activities that included cooperating with the 
Social Welfare Council to bring in heavy equipment, 
like excavators and dump trucks, etc. In addition, 
since Akitsu Christian Church of the Nihon Fukuin 
Senkyodan (an independent evangelical denomination) 
was damaged, the volunteers also helped with its 
reconstruction project.

The volunteers intended to take responsibility for all 
the areas to which they had some connection until the 
end of the crisis. So they continued activities, such as 
removing mud and disinfecting, volunteering two days 
a week until the end of September. After that, the focus 
of volunteer efforts shifted to providing support for daily 

The following three accounts, taken from Kyodan Shinpo (The Kyodan Times), describe the initiative and 
involvement of the Kyodan, its district, and its churches and members in disaster relief, with ecumenical 
and sometimes international cooperation, during 2018.

Carpenters from Taiwan 
Volunteer for Okayama Relief

            by Osawa Motomu, pastor
                 Yamaguchi Church, Nishi-Chugoku District

(Cont'd on p.3)
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The Commissioning Ceremony for Missionary Ehara 
Yukiko was held at 3 p.m. on March 10, 2019 at 
Asagaya Church. Rev. Kato Makoto, executive secretary 
of the Commission on Ecumenical Ministries, presided 
over the service, and Rev. Kokai Hikari, a commission 
member, gave the sermon. The commissioning service 
was attended by more than 100 persons from Asagaya 
Church as well as several pastors of other nearby 
churches. Asagaya Church Pastor Furuya Haruo is 
heading up the support group for Ehara.

Ehara is scheduled to be sent to Sakai Keishi Memorial 
Free Methodist Church in Pirapo, Paraguay in early 
May. The nation of Paraguay is located in the central 
part of South America, and Pirapo is one of seven areas 

where Japanese immigrants settled, beginning in 1937. 
Pirapo is about an 8-hour drive from the capital city of 
Asuncion.

The church had been without a pastor for about 40 
years until 2016, when Missionary Chibana Sugako 
was sent there and served until January of this year. 
After completion of the process of purchasing property, 
construction of a new church building was begun in 
October 2018. The sanctuary is to be finished by the end 
of March. After her arrival, Ehara will officiate at the 
dedication service of the new church and at a wedding.        
                                                                                (Tr. TB)

                                Kato Makoto, executive secretary 

Missionary Commissioned to Serve in Paraguay
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activities and providing emotional care. They started 
by giving out blankets to meet the needs of people in 
temporary housing. The circle of fellowship got bigger 
until it included the people in temporary housing and 
the members of the residents' association who had 
experienced a lot of damage. The volunteers were able 
to send kotatsu sets (a small table with an electric heater 
underneath and covered by a quilt) and insulation sheets, 
along with Christmas cards. Akitsu Christian Church 
finished the construction, and on Dec. 24 a celebration 
was held to give thanks for the work completed and 
offer praise for the Lord's mighty deeds.

                          *               *               *

Kyodan Churches Work with 
Ecumenical Relief Group 

in Okayama

                                        by Otsuka Shinobu, moderator
                                           Higashi Chugoku District
                                           Pastor, Okayama Church

One week after the downpour in western Japan, the 
Okayama Prefecture Mission Gathering, a group 
made up of several evangelical churches in Okayama 
Prefecture, held a meeting. I was invited and attended 
as moderator of Higashi Chugoku District. There was 
discussion about how to support the churches in the 
prefecture that had been damaged, and the Okayama 
Mission Gathering, Okayama Christian Disaster 
Support Headquarters was set up. After the meeting, 
the Kyodan’s Higashi Chugoku District also confirmed 
that it would assist with reconstruction together with the 
other churches. The Support Headquarters was moved 
into Nihon Seiyaku Kyodan Hiroe Seiyaku Christ 

Church. Volunteers gathered there at 7:30 a.m., and after 
holding a worship service, headed toward Mabicho, one 
of the disaster areas. Oda River and Takama River had 
overflowed, so some houses were submerged in water 
up to the second floor. Volunteers removed mud, cleaned 
the inside of the houses, and between periods of work, 
listened to the voices of the people who had experienced 
harm. In the Hirashima area of Okayama City’s Higashi 
Ward, both the Kyodan and the Taiwanese Volunteer 
Team assisted with reconstruction. Support work was 
continued until November, and as a result of discussions 
among the Okayama Christian Disaster Support 
Headquarters, the YMCA Setouchi, the Kyodan and 
Kyodan Nishi-Chugoku District, it was decided that the 
base of activity would be located in Mabicho, so it has 
served as our base of operations. On Saturday, Dec. 8, 
a ceremony was held to celebrate its opening. It was 
decided that the base would be active in the disaster 
areas for two years. Some of our volunteers who had 
started in the last half of July 2018, were baptized at 
Christmas. It was a source of great joy for all of us, 
too. As we listen to the voices of the people who have 
suffered harm, praying and talking with them, we want 
to follow through on the task that has been given to us.
                                                                                (Tr. KT)

(Cont'd from p.2)
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The Atami Church, located on the Izu Penninsula, is believed 
to have begun as a house meeting at the home of Morimura 
Ichizaemon, an entrepreneur who was a Christian. In 1919 
the location was changed, and it was formally established 
as Japan Christian Alliance Association (Nihon Domei 
Kirisuto Kyokai) Atami Church. In 1941, it was incorporated 
within the Kyodan, and when several of the former Alliance 
churches withdrew after World War II, Atami Church 
decided to remain in the Kyodan, as it is today.

Over this period of 100 years, Atami Church has survived 
several trying periods, such as the Great Kanto Earthquake 
(1923), World War II, and the Great Atami Fire (1950), while 
continuing to shine the Gospel light. Atami (meaning “hot 
ocean”) is a rural hot springs area that rode on the wave of 
economic growth after World War II and was transformed 
into a town of buildings standing in a row, flourishing as a 
tourist area. But in the 1990s, it was adversely affected by 
the collapse of the bubble economy and other factors.

At present, Atami is a small town with a population of 37,000 
people. The trend is toward a decrease in population, with 
signs of few births and an aging society. There are very few 
colleges in the area, and since there is limited work outside 
of tourism and service occupations, many young people are 
leaving for Tokyo or other large cities. The present condition 
of the town also directly impacts the vitality of Atami 
Church. Due to the aging of its members, every year there is 
a decrease in the number of believers who frequently attend 
church. And since this is a tourist area, believers cannot take 
off work on Sunday, so many are unable to observe Sunday 
worship.

However, the resurgence of activity in Atami in recent years 
is a very hopeful sign. Tourism has revived in the shopping 
area where there were many closed stores, and with the 
restoration of the town’s business condition, tourists and 
newcomers to the town are attending worship frequently. The 
baptism of four persons at Christmas in 2017 and one person 
at Christmas in 2018 were great blessings for us. We have 
done nothing special. We have only spoken the Word in a 
slow but sure way, observed worship services, and entrusted 
everything else to God. I think the seed sown, after the 
passing of many years, now at last has borne fruit.

The people of Izu Peninsula have been raised in a scenic 
region. On the one hand, they are gentle and affectionate, 
and on the other hand, they love freedom and have a thriving 
spirit of independence. Enrolled together as members at 
Atami Church are many who were reared in Atami as well as 
more recent arrivals from Tokyo and elsewhere. To become 

one in heart, believers with different personal histories, 
personalities, and church backgrounds have made the 
Word of Jesus Christ their foundation and are intentionally 
developing a worship-centered corporate body structure.
The year 2019 is the 100th anniversary of our church’s 
establishment, and in January we held a founding celebration 
worship service. The sanctuary was built 20 years ago and 
now needs repair. For a small church, we are fortunate to 
have a splendid sanctuary. Repairs are not an easy thing, 
but as a witness to our faith, we plan to tackle a “2020-and-
beyond” goal. (Tr. RT)
                           *               *               *

The Sown Seed
                                      by Fujima Takao, member
                                      Atami Church, Tokai District

Now 87 years old, I am healthy and continue to attend 
worship services every week and do various church jobs. 
However, for a long time my life of faith was one of 
continual twists and turns.

I remember going to Sunday school sometime before World 
War II, but when I became a fourth grader, education became 
militaristic. The dream boys had of the future was to become 
an army general. After the war, the church gate that had been 
locked was opened once again. Many young people seeking 
culture with a foreign fragrance gathered at the church, and I 
myself was also among them.

Mukoyama Jisuke, Atami Church’s pastor at the end of the 
war, had not yet returned from the war-front, and every 
Sunday, Pastor Matsumoto Hiroshi of Ito Church preached 
at Ito Church in the morning, Atami Church in the afternoon, 
and Usami Church for evening worship. I went to church 
half-heartedly, attending worship services while hoping that 
the sermon wouldn't be long. One day, while surrounded by 
other young people, the subject of baptism was raised. Not 
even understanding what it was, I thought, “Well, if we all 
receive it…,” and was baptized together with a group of five 
or six persons. When the service was over, members of the 
church said “Congratulations” and gave words of blessing. I 
still was not understanding this very well, but when we went 
to the parsonage on the second floor and I saw that a meal 
had been prepared, at last the meaning of “congratulations” 
became real. (At that time there was little rice to eat each 
day, and it was distributed according to a rationing system.)
Atami is a town of hot springs and rest and was not an 
object of B29 bombing; we only experienced a few times 
the deafening roar of the Grumman F6F Hellcat planes on 
strafing runs. But following the war, in 1950, the central part 
of the town was almost totally burned by a great fire. Atami 
Church was also in danger, and as we prayed a parting prayer 
at the church, thinking the church would soon be burned, 
a fire truck from another town rushed in, and it was saved. 
After graduation from high school, I became a salaried 

Atami Church’s 100 Years of Witness and Ministry

As Atami Church celebrates its centennial anniversary year, the current pastor shares its history and present 
ministry, and a long-time member remembers its nurturing role in his own life.

A Church Built in a Resort Area
             
                                  by Noguchi Kei, pastor
                                       Atami Church, Tokai District

(Cont'd on p.5)

2019年4月号01.indd   4 2019/04/08   13:25



No. 402, April 2019 No. 402, April 20195Kyodan Newsletter

I am a person who loves to be immersed in the atmosphere 
of forests and rivers and have been working for four years 
as a park ranger assistant, referred to in Japanese as an 
“active ranger,” in the Ministry of the Environment’s Rausu 
Park Ranger’s Office at Hokkaido Shiretoko National Park. 
The Park Ranger’s work is carried out by public officials 
who protect the natural environment in national parks and 
other places. The main work for me, as an assistant, is to 
patrol the national parks on behalf of the Park Ranger, 
gathering information on such matters as the condition of 
facilities and disseminating it. I also do work connected 
with rare species of wild animals, such as the Blakiston’s 
fish owl.

I use the term “patrol,” but most areas are not accessible 
by motor vehicle within the 38,000 hectare Shiretoko 
National Park. Movement is almost entirely by walking; 
and maybe it’s not even an exaggeration to say that the 
work is walking—walking through the mountains, valleys, 
rivers, seashore, rock walls, thickets of bamboo grass bush 
and Siberian dwarf pine in the higher elevations, as well as 
walking where there are no paths. I would like to share two 
things I think about during those days of walking around 
Shiretoko.

My first thoughts are of Shiretoko National Park, the entire 
area of which is registered as a World Natural Heritage 
Site. In the park there are various living things in each 
of the highly diversified environments that extend from 
mountains rising 1,500 meters above sea level and continue 
to 2,000 meters below the surface of the deep sea. A world 
overflowing with these living things stretches from only 
one step outside the office, so there is no day when I am 
unaware of their existence. Of course I am aware of people, 
but my daily life is one that involves an awareness of 
living things other than humans. As a result, I have come to 
think that not only do I long to hand to the next generation 
a natural environment in good condition, a natural 
environment in the world created by God, I want to use the 
strength given to me for that purpose. Likewise, I have also 
begun to think that this work can be accomplished through 
the church.

It is written in Genesis 1:28 that God entrusted to 
humankind the rule over all living things other than 
humans. A concrete way of ruling is not specified, but I 

Preserving the Natural World God Made
                                                             by Miyana Koichiro, member, Kodaira Church,Nishi-Tokyo District
                                                                  Attendee, Hokkaido Nakashibetsu Church, Hokkai District
                                                                  Park Ranger Assistant
                                                                  Rausu Park Ranger's Office
                                                                  Ministry of the Environment

think the stance for this is revealed in the figure of Jesus 
washing His disciples’ feet. That is, within the system 
in which living things were created by God to carry out 
various purposes, we wholeheartedly, and with humility, 
provide the help they need. Proclaiming the good news 
to as many people as possible and living in service to one 
another is truly a magnificent thing. Isn’t it also required 
to include living things other than human beings in that 
affiliation?

My second area of thought is existence with a directed 
awareness of living things other than people. For this, 
it is necessary to have a calm and relaxed mind. It is 
difficult to live that way in person-to-person relationships, 
but furthermore, even thinking that way is completely 
thwarted without a relationship to God. After beginning 
my work, I was shown just how important it is to provide 
for a relationship of oneself to God. I began to realize that 
to continue this relationship, it is a rich blessing to have a 
set time for worship at the beginning of the week.

While I am walking around Shiretoko, time passes in an 
instant. Overwhelmed with business, exchanging ideas 
with various kinds of people, and sometimes in the midst 
of encountering a brown bear, physical and spiritual 
exhaustion accumulates. Then I realize how my awareness 
of working for the Lord has waned, how I have turned 
my back on the Lord during a mere week, in this very 
short period of time. In the midst of this realization, by 
welcoming worship on the Lord’s Day and in this hour 
having time to consider and review my relationship with 
the Lord, I am able to renew my commitment to work for 
the Lord from the bottom of my heart. A week begun in 
this way definitely overflows with good wisdom and, with 
a calm and relaxed mind, I can direct my attention to other 
persons and to living things as well.

Looking to the Lord, having been given a calm and relaxed 
mind, I have consideration for people and the existence of 
things other than people, and can live in mutual support. 
I think this is the way I want to live the life I have been 
given. (Tr. RT)

worker for a short time, but as being “self-employed” had 
become a trend in Japanese society, I dared to begin my own 
business.

The life of faith for me has been like a single thin stake 
driven into the current of a river, and every day like 
constantly fighting the current. Isn’t what I am today the 
product of the Sunday school of my boyhood, and before 

that the single seed sown in the church kindergarten, being 
nurtured over a long period of time in the midst of weeds, 
having come into bud?

“Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before 
the days of trouble come and the years approach when you 
will say, “I find no pleasure in them…..” (Ecclesiastes 12:1) 
                                                                                       (Tr. RT)

(Cont'd from p.4)
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Seikyo Gakuen: A School Born through Prayer

The beginning of Seikyo Gakuen was unique. It started 
in the confusing and uncertain times after World War II. 
The Sunday school students of Kawachinagano Church 
in southern Osaka began to pray enthusiastically that they 
would always be able to learn according to the Bible at 
school. If you look around the world, you will see that it is 
still quite rare to find a school that was created by students 
and their own voluntary prayers.

In 1948, the Sunday school students started their 
fundraising activities by picking up sukudo (dried leaves 
used for kindling) and selling it in the streets to raise 
money to create their school. In 1950, the members of 
Kawachinagano Church, inspired by the enthusiasm of the 
students, joined the students’ efforts to establish a school 
based on Christianity. Two people, Ueda Shinichi and 
Nakayama Noboru, felt a special calling from God and 
decided to devote their own lives to the establishment of 
Seikyo Gakuen.

Ueda Shinichi (1896-1989) was the last member of the 
church to have been baptized by Rev. Alexander Durham 
Hail, the missionary who founded Kawachinagano 
Church.* To bring about the establishment of Seikyo 
Gakuen, God called upon Ueda, who had lived his life as 
a principal in the public school system. He full-heartedly 
joined the establishment efforts, donated the majority of 
his public school retirement bonus to the campaign, and 
drafted a statement in January 1950 to concretize the vision 
of Seikyo Gakuen. According to this statement, a clear 
goal was set in everyone’s mind: "We will create a genuine 
school that can cultivate true Christian spirit, that is to 
say, a school that can enhance true intelligence through 
loving God, loving people, and pursuing the truth.” After 
that, many people continued to dedicate themselves to this 
purpose, and in April 1951, only a year and three months 
after the draft of intent, through the miraculous intervention 
of God, Seikyo Gakuen Junior High School was founded. 
Ueda became its first principal.

Despite being a small school with only 49 students, it was 
a joyful place where the presence of God was embraced. 
As its location was in the countryside of southern 
Osaka, it was unable to gain enough students for smooth 
management, even though the Japanese economy was 
growing rapidly. Because of this, Ueda endured many 
difficulties as he continued to try to keep the school open. 
However, he continued to serve faithfully, in accordance 
with the words of the Lord, by setting an example and 
taking on many jobs, such as working at the school 
building’s construction site. In 1968, God once again 
miraculously gave the members dedicated to this cause the 
opportunity to establish a senior high school.

By the 1980s, Seikyo Gakuen had grown into a school 
with more than 1,000 students. Ueda thanked God for 
His divine work. In 1989, the Lord took him home at the 
age of 93. Until the end of his life, he continued to be an 
active principal. He loved to spend time with students 
and continued to speak with enthusiasm. His educational 
attitude made students sense the importance of passion. 
"Our students are our billboard" is a phrase that everyone 
in the southern part of Osaka knows.  It is our tradition at 
Seikyo Gakuen. This is the legacy brought about by Ueda's 
faith.

Another founder, Nakayama Noboru (1925- ), was Sunday 
school teacher of the students who campaigned for the 
establishment of Seikyo Gakuen. He strongly believed, 
due to his experience of the devastation caused by World 
War II, that it was necessary to nurture human beings to 

be truly humane; he also believed that the enthusiasm of 
the Sunday school students showed him his God-given 
path.   Nakayama did not need time to reach this decision. 
In January 1950, his parents, who knew their son’s will, 
decided to dedicate their house to the church, although it 
was supposed to be passed on to their son. The donation 
was a big step forward for the establishment movement of 
Seikyo Gakuen.

As vice-principal, Nakayama dedicated himself to 
enhancing Seikyo Gakuen’s educational content for 
nearly 40 years under the leadership of Principal Ueda. 
Nakayama’s lessons and chapel sermons embodied the 
true mission of the school and were filled with thoughtful 
approaches. He pondered deeply and discussed with 
students the way to live a life that expressed the glory of 
God. In particular, the third graders in junior high school 
would spend more than a month interpreting and discussing 
Uchimura Kanzo’s The Greatest Legacy in their Japanese 
literature class. This gave students the opportunity to know 
about the importance of living with faith. In addition, 
the lessons helped foster the students’ ability to think 
independently and properly about things, and to make use 
of the gifts given to them.

Many of the students who grew up receiving an education 
from Nakayama had these words from the Bible deeply 
engraved upon their hearts: “As each has received a gift, 
use it to serve one another” (I Peter 4.10). These students 
participated actively and served in society following 
graduation. After Ueda had passed on, Nakayama led 
Seikyo Gakuen as president and principal. He continued 
to work towards the improvement and enhancement of 
the school. Humbly asking for God's will and with great 
effort, Nakayama worked towards creating an educational 
curriculum that would enable all students to make full use 
of their own talents.

In the first decade of the new century, when the results of 
his school administration were fruitful, Seikyo Gakuen 
grew to approximately 2,000 students and became one of 
the most trusted schools in the southern Osaka area. Even 
now, Nakayama often says, "God was pleased with His 
creations. In His likeness, we will find joy when we are 
able to make something new. We have endured a lot of 
hardships since our founding, but we prayed continually 
and devoted ourselves to making our school with everyone, 
and eventually we all got supreme joy from God.”

Seikyo Gakuen, for which everyone kept praying and 
working together, still continues through the grace of the 
Lord. This is the real testament to Nakayama’s faith.

                           —Ueno Kimitoshi, secretary-general
                            Seikyo Gakuen
*Rev. Alexander Durham Hail: a missionary of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, located in the United States

Left:Ueda Shinichi chatting with students
Right:Nakayama Noboru conducting a lesson on The Greatest Legacy
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A Meeting with One Heart for Cooperation
(PCUSA Asia Pacific Partner Consultation)

                 
                                                                              by Saito Naomi, missionary (education)
                                                                                   Reformed Church of America, Kyodan representative

In the warmth of the early sun, I arrived at Chiang Mai 
International Airport in Thailand on Sunday, Jan. 27th, 
and quickly spotted the sign that read “PCUSA.” Soon 
after, I met a fellow participant in the consultation, and 
immediately I found the joy of fellowship with a brother in 
Christ. Though I was very nervous about the work I would 
have to do in the coming days, especially since I was still 
quite inexperienced, this fellowship at the very beginning 
of the journey reassured me that with God’s strength and 
vision it was going to be an extraordinary conference. It 
wasn’t long before I knew this ethos was shared by all 
those involved in the 2019 PCUSA Asia Pacific Partner 
Consultation.

The welcome dinner began at 7 p.m. that same day. Most 
participants had arrived at that point, and since the resort 
at which we stayed was very large, we rode on a tram to 
the venue. As we gathered, we sat in groups of eight and 
promptly began conversations with anyone near us. It 
was a blessing to be able to meet so many partners from 
various countries (South Korea, Sri Lanka, India, Vietnam, 
and Pakistan), and as we prayed that first night, the spirit 
of cooperation was palpable. Eating and conversing 
throughout the evening, we prepared for the hard work to 
come the next morning.

The first meeting started early and promptly at 9 a.m., and 
we sat in groups of eight once more, though the seating 
was assigned. Around me sat representatives from Pakistan, 
Hong Kong, the Philippines, Myanmar, India, Sri Lanka, 
and South Korea. Before getting down to business, we 
started with a morning worship service, where we brought 
forth gifts representing each of our cultures or churches. 
Praying and singing together before the day’s work was 
a potent reminder of why we were all there, to share with 
each other not only our voices but our hearts and minds.

After a quick recap of the Presbyterian World Mission 
Strategy Process, we jumped right in with a tough question: 
“How effective has PCUSA been as a partner sharing 
together in God’s mission?” Many of the participants in 
my work group spoke of the amazing work the PCUSA 
had done in their respective countries, from works of 
reconciliation to the creation of educational and medical 
institutions. It was the opinion that there could always 
be more ways in which to be partners in our countries, 
but the overall consensus was that we welcomed more 
involvement of the organization.

T h e n  w e  h a d  s t i r r i n g  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  f r o m  t w o 
representatives, Fiji and South Korea, showing their 
interpretations of the signs of the times. With these visions 
of the work needed in God’s world, we continued on to the 
next question, “Where is God calling us to put our energy 
today?” Many spoke of further works of reconciliation 
between countries as well as working to communicate 
better between associated organizations. There were also 
voices for more effort in the stewardship of our planet 
and support for minority groups in all the countries 

represented. Soon after, we came to our last question 
of the day, “What does it mean to be partners in God’s 
mission today?” In defining partnership, themes of equality 
and communication were central to the discussion. After 
discussing and presenting our opinions to the rest of the 
consultation participants, we ended the day with prayer in 
time for dinner. After a long day, many needed as much 
rest as they could get for the next day, but the evening meal 
was a joyous event with further fellowship and laughter.

The second day of the conference was just as busy as the 
first. After our morning worship, gift exchange, and Bible 
study, we did a quick recap of all that we had discussed 
the day before. Once our memories were refreshed, we 
dived right into the practicalities of the work ahead with 
the questions “What might this look like in practice?” and 
“What resources are needed and what can we contribute?” 
Many suggestions revolved around mutual responsibility 
for communicating needs and evaluating mission work 
in progress. Of course, there was always the need for 
financial support, but along with that, there was also a call 
for physical human resources and technical support for 
changing cultures and times. In the end, each group was 
tasked with creating a take-home message for the PCUSA 
World Mission. My group’s take-home message was 
very clear: “Sustainable Partnership for Reconciliation.” 
Sustainable because we require partnerships that will 
not fizzle out over time; partnership because all parties 
involved require an equal stake in the outcomes of the 
mission, all for the reconciliation within ourselves, our 
churches, our communities, between countries, and all of 
creation. With a closing prayer and worship, we concluded 
our discussions and enjoyed a final meal together.

That same night and through the rest of the next day, we 
all departed for our respective countries. Though there was 
sadness in our departure, we all left with the willingness 
and commitment to continue working together, no matter 
how distant we may be from one another. The time that 
we were able to spend together was truly a blessing, not 
only for considering the Presbyterian mission but also for 
the international fellowship that makes it so easy to bring 
glory to God. With one heart, we came together, and with 
one heart we departed. Thanks be to God, and may each 
mission be blessed through the hands that work there.

Consultation participants at Horizon Village and Resort in Chiangmai
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At the beginning of February this year, I informally 
visited Etta Hesselink, wife of the late Dr. I. John 
Hesselink, with my wife Hoshiko. Dr. Hesselink passed 
away on Oct. 28, 2018 at the age of 91. He worked in 
Japan for 20 years and, after teaching at Tokyo Union 
Theological Seminary (TUTS), held several prominent 
positions, including the presidency of Western 
Theological Seminary (WTS) in Holland, Michigan. 
He left a large footprint as a scholar of the Protestant 
reformer John Calvin, and his books Calvin’s Concept 
of the Law and Theologian of the Holy Spirit introduced 
pastors, laypersons, and researchers not only in the U.S. 
and Japan but also throughout the world to new aspects 
of Calvin. I studied under Hesselink at WTS in 1993-
94 and have also continued to have a long and close 
association with his wife Etta.

A memorial service was held for him in Holland, 
Michigan on Nov.16, 2018. TUTS President Osumi 
Yuichi attended; however I was unable to be in 
attendance. Japanese who studied at WTS and all who 
had close associations with the Hesselinks at TUTS feel 
deep gratitude to both of them. Likewise, many other 
people feel a special closeness to them, so I also wanted 
to convey those feelings on this visit. When we left 
Tokyo, the mid-western states had been experiencing 
record cold and heavy snowfall since the week before, 
yet somehow the plane managed to land in Grand 
Rapids via Minneapolis on time. The temperature was 
between minus 20 to 30 F., as an Arctic air mass had 
descended, leading to the coldest temperatures in 100 
years. As far as the eye could see there was a total 
winter landscape, a white and gray world covered in 
snow. We were met at the airport in Grand Rapids and 
driven to Holland, and despite driving in the middle of a 
whiteout caused by the blowing snow of a blizzard, we 
finally managed to make it to Holland.

While there, Mrs. Hesselink told us about her husband’s 
final days and her present condition and about the 
disposition of his extensive personal library, among 
other things. In addition, we were able to attend a 
chapel service at WTS, have a look at the new library, 
and see President Timothy L. Brown again for the first 
time in a long while. On Sunday, we attended services 
and received Communion at Holland’s Third Reformed 
Church and were asked to say a few words of greeting. 
We were grateful for the chance to get together, to 
fellowship with missionaries who had worked in 
Japan, and to talk with all of them and hear about their 
experiences in Japan.

Holland, Michigan is a special place in that a large 
number of missionaries sent to Japan by the Reformed 
Church in America (RCA) are spending their golden 
years there after retiring and returning to the United 
States. In addition to Etta Hesselink, those who attended 
the gathering included Eleanore Norden, who worked at 
Ferris Jogakuin; George and Joyce Magee, who worked 
in Hokkaido; William Max and Sarah Unzicker, who 
also worked in Hokkaido; John Edward and Helene 
Gaye Zwyaihuizen, who worked six years in Tsuyazaki, 
Fukuoka; Phyllis Glenn Bruggers, who among other 
positions served as Kyodan Executive Secretary; as well 
as Gordon Laman, who taught at TUTS, and his wife 
Natalie. (Note: his first wife Evon, who served with him 
in Japan, died in 2011).

With the addition of Rev. J.P. Sundararajan, who 
became director of the RCA Global Mission last 
October, it was a grand gathering. These are the people 
who enthusiastically supported the Japanese-language 
worship service at WTS that we started with our friends 
while studying there, which continues today. All of them 
served in Japan for 30 to 40 years, beginning after World 
War II at a time when Japan was still a poor country, 
up through the period of rapid economic growth in the 
1950s  and the beginning of the conflicts within the 
Kyodan. Each one reported to J.P. Sundararajan on the 
work they had done in Japan, and we also talked about 
current issues in mission to Japan.

At the end, everyone prayed passionately for evangelism 
in Japan. While in this prayer circle, I was able to 
visualize clearly how much resolve and preparation it 
must have taken these missionaries before they were sent 
to Japan and how intense the struggle must have been 
to engage in mission in Japan. Overcoming struggles 
with the Japanese language, with a different culture 
and customs, and with the many obstacles to preaching 
the Gospel, they experienced the joy of mission and 
fellowship and loved Japan and the Japanese people. 
In order to tell of the love of Christ, they literally gave 
their lives and their families in dedication to that path. I 
was deeply touched, remembering the goodness of God 
and our Lord Jesus Christ in giving each of these lives 
a time like this, in pouring out His love, in summoning 
these individuals and giving them the mission to spread 
love. I sincerely recognize that the existence of our 
Kyodan today rests on this kind of work and prayer.
                                                                              (Tr. DB)
               
                              —Akiyama Toru, general secretary

From the General Secretary's Desk:

My Reunion with Missionaries in Michigan
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