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The fourth Executive Council meeting of the present 
(41st) biennial general assembly period was held July 
8-9, 2019, at the Kyodan headquarters. All members of 
the Executive Council were present, and Vice-moderator 
Kuze Sorachi led the opening worship service. General 
Secretary Akiyama Toru reported that one of the Kyodan’s 
four executive officers had participated in each of the 17 
district assembly meetings.

Noda Taku, a pastor heading up the Student Christian 
Fellowship and serving on the support committee for the 
Youth Platform, gave a presentation and appeal concerning 
that venture. The purpose of this “Youth Platform” is to 
provide a place within the Kyodan structure for youth to 
get to know each other and share information. Specifically, 
this includes operating a website for the Youth Platform, 
planning and operating various events, as well as arranging 
exchanges and cooperation with the various Kyodan-
related schools and other organizations. One response to 
this by the council emphasized the importance of carefully 
guarding the personal information of participants.

Uda Makoto, chair of the Commission on Finance, 
presented the second revision of the budget and 
financial report on the 2018 fiscal year and explained 
the Kyodan’s financial situation. Following the report 
on the Buraku Liberation Center’s financial accounts 
by BLC Steering Committee Chair Saito Seiji, Kyodan 
Secretary Kumoshikari Toshimi pointed out that the 
amount transferred from the Kyodan to the BLC account 

Executive Council Hears “Youth Platform” Appeal, 
Evangelism Promotion Proposals

differed from the amount recorded in the BLC account, 
although they should be identical. Also addressed was the 
large sum of over 26 million yen being carried over in the 
BLC operating budget. Action on this issue, along with 
the discussion on the related budget proposal was tabled 
until the next meeting. Next, Yamakita Nobuhisa, chair 
of the Kyodan Board of Publications’ Board of Directors, 
announced that Shindo Atsushi, current head of the Board 
of Publications, will be submitting his resignation and that 
Ii Hikari will become acting head for the remainder of 
Shindo’s term of office.  

On the second day, the time was divided between 
discussion of the report on the Task Force for Evangelism 
in the Kyodan and the agenda item on the Promotion 
of Evangelism in the Kyodan. Both were accepted and 
approved by majority vote. In his report on the Task Force 
for Evangelism in the Kyodan, Vice-moderator Kuze 
Sorachi noted that a proposal to reduce the number of 
delegates to the Kyodan General Assembly from 400 to 
200 was being considered. Likewise, in the report on the 
Promotion of Evangelism in the Kyodan, Kishi Toshihiko, 
chair of the Subcommittee on the Implementation of Basic 
Policies for the Promotion of Evangelism, proposed the 
designation of the third Sunday of every month, beginning 
in October 2019, as a “Day of Prayer for the Promotion 
of Evangelism in Japan”  as well as the establishment of 
a fund to be called the “National Evangelism Promotion 
Fund.” (Tr. TB)
                                   —Kato Makoto, executive secretary

Odaka Church in Tohoku District Resumes Monthly Services
                                                                           

                                                                     by Hoshina Takashi, pastor of Odaka Church, Tohoku District

The Sunday Worship Service at Odaka Church in Soma 
City, Fukushima Prefecture, which had been discontinued 
for eight years, ever since the Great East Japan Disaster 
and the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Plant accident, was 
resumed at 3 p.m. Sunday afternoon, Jan. 27, 2019. For 
a little over a year following the disaster, admittance had 
been denied to this forced evacuation area and there was 
no way to continue worship services there. The church has 
a kindergarten, but it is still closed, as there are no children 
in the town.

Every year since April 2012, after daytime access to the 
area was again permitted, a Christmas worship service has 
been conducted at the church. I am grateful that one of the 
believers comes back to his home in Odaka from the Iwaki 

City evacuation center in Fukushima Prefecture for this 
Christmas Worship Service and makes preparations for it 
each time. I am hoping this will not become a burden to 
him. The seventh Christmas Worship Service was held in 
December 2018.

A “Consultation to Consider the Future of Odaka Church,” 
sponsored by Tohoku District, was held at the church in 
September 2018 to deal with the issues it faces, which 
includes that of radioactive pollution. Hereafter, as a norm, 
we are hoping to observe a Sunday Worship Service at 3 
p.m. on the fourth Sunday of every month. Especially as 
the church is in Tohoku District, its support is necessary, 
as is that of the churches of the northeast Fukushima and 
south Miyagi area. (Tr. RT)

From Kyodan Shinpo (The Kyodan Times) No. 4901･02
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A Visit with Kyodan Missionaries 

in Brussels and Cologne

                                                                                                                                         by Nishinosono Michiko, chair
                                                                                                            Commission on Ecumenical Ministries
From June 4 through June 8, 2019, I was given the 
opportunity to visit Rev. Kawakami Yasushi and Rev. 
Kawakami Masaki, missionaries to the Japanese Language 
Protestant Church in Brussels, and Rev. Sasaki Ryoko, 
a missionary to the Cologne-Bonn Japanese Protestant 
Church, to inquire about their work and to pray with them.

Due to various circumstances, I had a very rushed 
schedule of only two days in the middle of this time slot 
to accomplish my mission, but I was able to visit the two 
countries of Belgium and Germany during this period. 
Actually, a one-way trip from Brussels to Cologne by 
express train takes a little less than two hours. From Noda 
Church, where I am presently appointed in Japan, traveling 
to Nishi Chiba Church for the Chiba District Assembly 
seems even “further.” European national boundaries can be 
crossed by plane or express train in one and a half to two 
hours to go to places where different languages are also 
spoken, and I realized anew that this is Europe.

On Wednesday afternoon I met missionary Sasaki Ryoko 
in Cologne and found that her health has been stable since 
her discharge from the hospital. I learned that she has been 

making good relationships not only with church members 
but also with Japanese residents of Cologne, so it appears 
that the possibilities for evangelism are broadening, 
beginning with house meetings and various other things 
that are being tried.

I met with the Kawakamis for lunch on Wednesday and 
again on Thursday afternoon. They gave me a tour of 
the church being borrowed for Sunday worship services 
and their parsonage and told me about their missionary 
activities in that area and their aspirations for the future. 
While I was there, Masaki received word of her father’s 
death, so for about a week from June 8, she hastily returned 
to Japan. I pray for God’s consolation.

Due to the frequent comings and goings of church members 
being transferred to other offices, the congregations in both 
Japanese language churches are small and face difficult 
situations. But despite that, there are persons fulfilling their 
life of faith as Japanese believers desiring to trust in God’s 
Word. Please remember and pray for their mission. 

(Tr. RT)

Methodist Church in Britain Holds 
Annual Conference

                                                                                                            by Kato Makoto, executive secretary

I attended the 2019 Annual Conference of the Methodist 
Church in Britain, held at the Hilton Hotel in Birmingham, 
England’s second largest city, from June 29 through 
July 4. The program began with Assistant secretary of 
the Conference Rev. Ruth Gee’s declaration, stating that 
the conference has been held in the same fashion since 
1744. Everybody stood to sing a Charles Wesley hymn, 
as the outgoing president and vice-president entered 
in procession. (A clergy member is always elected as 
president and a lay person as vice-president, with no 
possibility of reelection after their one-year terms of 
service.) In keeping with the tradition since 1844, incoming 
president Rev. Dr. Barbara Glasson received a copy of John 
Wesley’s Bible and incoming Vice-president Prof. Clive 
Marsh received a copy of Charles Wesley’s 1739 Hymnal.

About 20 ecumenical foreign guests were introduced on 
the stage, with those from Asia including two from the 
China Christian Council, one from Myanmar, and another 
from Japan. The foreign guests were each assigned to one 
of the 33 districts and participated in all the agenda as 
regular delegates. I was assigned to the London District 
and participated, though I was dealing with jetlag.

Sunday worship was held at the conference site, concluding 
with a sending-out ceremony for the ministers and deacon 
ministers who would be ordained in the afternoon at the 
local churches. Some of this year’s discussion focused on 
the role of deacon ministers in the ministry of the church, 
with the confirmation that they should take a leadership 
role that includes preaching. We sang more than ten hymns 
in the worship service. I have never heard of any other 
assembly with more hymn singing than that.

On Monday the real deliberations began. Due to the 
nation’s low birthrate and the aging of the population, 
this denomination is also confronted with declining 
membership, causing much heated discussion about the 
budget. The same-sex marriage issue which had been 
assigned to a special committee three years ago, was 
discussed under the topic of Marriage and Relations.  
     
About half of the 350 representatives took the opportunity 
to speak on the stage for the two-minute time period 
allotted to speakers. There was also impassioned discussion 
on the topic of calling. As I look back on it, I felt as though 
I had been to a church retreat. (Tr. AKO)
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This year’s National Federation of Kyodan Women's 
Societies’ (NFKWS) National Assembly, held June 7-8, 
marked the 50th anniversary of the first NFKWS National 
Assembly. The theme was "Living in Love and Truth: 
Listening to the Gospel of John." Participants came from 
locations that ranged from Hokkaido to Okinawa. Including 
the ecumenical guests, more than 900 participants met 
in one location, Makuhari Messe, Inc. International 
Conference Hall. At this year's conference, participants 
were told, "Let's bridge the generation gap and connect!" 
It had been decided that the second day of the conference 
would be Saturday, in order to make participation easy for 
everyone, including women with young children as well as 
women who are employed.

After the opening worship service, there was a ceremony 
commemorating the 50th anniversary. As participants 
listened to a cello performance, they watched "The 50-
Year Journey of the NFKWS" on a large screen in the 
Conference Hall. It was a time to look back once again 
on the organization's history. After that, participants 
attended the breakout session of their choice. The five 
breakout sessions planned by the committee in charge of 
NFKWS activities were entitled "Listening to what the 
Bible says about Peace," "The Church and Evangelism," 
"The Environment and Our Children," "Solidarity with 
our World," and "The Blessings of Growing Old.” During 
the evening "Federation Hour,” each district gave a report 
on its activities. Every report was thought-provoking, and 
participants felt that they shared each other's tasks. At the 
close of the first day, a soloist led the entire assembly in 
singing a hymn together.

After the morning prayer on the second day, Saya Church 
(Shikoku District) Pastor Shinoura Chifumi spoke on the 
assembly theme in a message about the women mentioned 

only in the Gospel of John. These comments were among 
the many received on the follow-up questionnaire:  "It 
was a powerful lecture that was also easy to understand. 
It echoed in my heart." "I received the words as words 
spoken for me, and it was encouraging for me.” “God loves 
me, and every single person has been given a gift.”

The hearts of all the participants were touched when their 
youngsters sang children's gospel hymns. After that, the 
participants separated into these three groups for a time 
of fellowship: "A Deeper Look at the Theme," "Lectures 
for the Younger Generation," and "Fellowshiping Freely." 
This year there was a program for the children called 
"Did You Know That? / A Story About When You Were 
Born." The planners realized that there was a wide range 
of participants, so they prepared many ways to get them 
involved. The closing communion worship service was 
a special time to recognize the blessings of being in 
fellowship with the Lord.

It is our hope that in every activity on the schedule, this 
conference expressed thankfulness and praise to God, 
who has led the NFKWS throughout its journey. We are 
also mindful of our position that we are an autonomous 
organization within the Kyodan, an organization of church 
women who are in solidarity with, and involved with, the 
mission of the Kyodan. We will move forward and continue 
to have hope! During this conference, we experienced the 
solidarity of church women who are involved in churches 
throughout the nation. All participants will take this 
solidarity to heart, listen to and follow the Word of God, 
and enthusiastically work for the Lord, wherever the Lord 
sends them. That kind of strength was given to us at this 
NFKWS National Assembly. Let us be thankful for the 
grace of God, which is greater than we can imagine! 

(Tr. KT)

National Federation of Kyodan Women's Societies  
Holds 50th Assembly

                                                                                                     by Watanabe Taeko, chair of Preparatory Committee
                                                                                                          50th Anniversary Central Committee Conference

NCCJ Mission Conference Highlights 
Peace and Service

                                                    by Ishida Shinichiro, executive secretary

The Mission Conference organized by the National 
Christian Council in Japan (NCCJ) was held at the 
YMCA’s  Asia Youth Center and the Japan Christian 
Center, July 14-16. In attendance from the Kyodan were 
General Secretary Akiyama Toru, Executive Secretary 
Ishida Shinichiro, and Miura Hiroto, a member of Sendai 
Kita Church.  The NCCJ is made up of 30 member and 
associate-member churches and organizations.   

The opening day’s 70th anniversary worship, which 
recalled the 70th  year celebration of its founding in 2018, 
was followed by a panel discussion on the theme “The Past, 
Present, and Future of the Ecumenical Movement.”  On 
the second day, there were reports from each section and 
committee, and separate sessions were held on the themes 
of mission, service, witness, and prayer and worship. 
The discussion topic of the Peace and Reconciliation 

(Cont'd on p. 8)
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The 36th Conference for Japanese Christians in Europe 
was held July 25-28 at the Grand Hotel Napoca in Cluj 
Napoca, the second-largest city in Romania. More than 200 
Japanese Christians residing in Europe, together with other 
constituents of their churches and 30 to 40 of their children, 
participated in the event. The conference initially began after 
a Japanese church in Düsseldorf invited two nearby Japanese 
churches to join them in sponsoring such a conference once 
each year. The event has been held every year since that 
first meeting in 1983, each year attracting a broader group 
of participants than the previous year and from various 
denominations. 

The theme for this year was: “Live as One who has been 
Liberated - The 30th Anniversary of the Liberation of East 
Europe in Romania.” This year was the first time the event 
had been held in an East European country. Citizens of the 
various countries represented, people who had been freed 
from oppression after the collapse of the East European 
communist countries’ regimes in 1989, were celebrating the 
30th anniversary of their liberation this year. The planning 
committee’s efforts to create an opportunity for reexamining 
the meaning and challenges of freedom and liberation, while 
redefining the two within the context of faith, bore fruit as 
a result of invitations received from a Japanese missionary 
who has been serving in Romania for 30 years. 

For the first time, the Kyodan Commission on Ecumenical 
Ministries sent Executive Secretary Kato Makoto and myself, 
a commission member, to participate in this conference. 
Although this annual event is an ecumenical conference, 
many of this year's participants came from evangelical 
churches who encouraged the faith of other attendees through 

their passion for praise, testimony, prayer, and evangelism. 
Missionaries sent from Japan by the Commission on 
Ecumenical Ministries and their church members attend this 
conference and enjoy fellowship with the other participants 
every year.

As part of an optional two-night/three-day tour held after the 
conference, approximately 60 people participated in a tour 
of the Judetul Maramures region in Northwestern Romania, 
visiting the wooden churches and monasteries that symbolize 
the ancient orthodox faith. In addition, testimonies were 
given by three Japanese people at the Baptist Church’s 
Sunday evening service. One of the three, Rev. Kato Makoto, 
gave a powerful testimony about the hidden Christians and 
the persecution of Christians during World War II. He also 
shared the solidarity he felt with the Christians in Romania 
who had endured their own period of suffering and how that 
relates to our calling as Christians. (Tr. JM)

Romania, Site of Conference for 
Japanese Christians in Europe

                                               by Park, Heon-Wook, member
                                                                                                   Kyodan Commission on Ecumenical Ministries

(Cont'd on p.5)

PCT’s “I Love Taiwan Mission” 
Nurtures Cross-cultural Ties

Again this year, the Young Adult Committee of the 
Presbyterian Church in Taiwan (PCT) sponsored the “I 
Love Taiwan Mission.” ILT was held from June 26 through 
July 13 with the theme “Corners of God’s Kingdom.”

Since 2009, the Kyodan has been sending young adults to 
participate in ILT through the Committee on Taiwanese 
Church Relations. This year’s participants were Ms. Kosaka 
Wakana from Izumi Aisen Church in Tohoku District and 
Ms. Shimozono Haruka from Kyodo Midorigaoka Church 
in Tokyo District. The purpose of having this program in 
Taiwan is to provide an opportunity for young adults from 
both Taiwan and abroad to serve the Lord and the Lord’s 
Church as members of the Lord’s larger family and to gain 
a multi-faceted knowledge of Taiwan. This year 102 young 
adults attended, with 22 participants coming from eight 
foreign countries.

Japanese Christian residents in Europe gather in Cluj Napoca, 
Romania for their 36th conference

“I Love Taiwan” participants at William Sia Memorial Camp in Puli
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Children whose homes were damaged during the floods 
and landslides that struck western Japan in 2018 were 
invited to participate in a camp in Taiwan from July 29 to 
Aug. 3. The camp was organized with the cooperation and 
collaboration of the Kyodan’s Higashi Chugoku District, 
and the YMCA Setouchi.  

A total of 21 persons participated in camp activities, 
including 16 children from Okayama Prefecture (13 from 
Mabi and 3 from Nishi Hirashima) as well as 5 staff 
members. 

The camp had three main purposes: 1) to provide a time of 
refreshment for the children, 2) to express our appreciation 
to the 20 Taiwanese carpenters who volunteered to help 
us in Nishi Hirashima following the devastation, and 3) to 
fellowship with the Taiwanese people. 

On the second day, the group visited the Presbyterian 
Church in Taiwan’s General Assembly, where the children 
presented colored message cards to the two pastors who 
had come as volunteer carpenters and then sang some 
songs for all those present. Four Taiwanese children and 
five Changhua YMCA staff joined the group on the third 
day before heading off to the camping site. Although, 
as predicted, those present faced the encumbrance of a 
language barrier, this did not turn out to be a huge problem 
for the children. Indeed, due to the desire to play with 
each other, the children soon found ways to surmount 
the language barrier. Actually, for the adults present, 
witnessing the children’s keen abilities to discover and 
use various methods to communicate was a rich learning 
experience. 

Japanese Children from Flooded Areas 
Attend Camp in Taiwan

                                                                                              by Ise Nozomi, pastor
Okayama Church, Higashi Chugoku District

I heard children say things like: “I’m the only one having 
fun in my family; I wish I could have brought my mom 
and other family members, too.” I also watched children 
search for souvenirs they could take back as gifts for 
their family members rather than for themselves. As they 
demonstrated such concern for others, I felt as though I 
was getting a glimpse of just how much these children had 
been sacrificing since the disaster hit. 

Engulfed in the warm hospitality provided by the 
Taiwanese people, the children smiled more each day. I 
believe that the opportunity these children had to meet 
personally those who had previously been, quite simply, 
people overseas whom they knew were praying for them 
but had never met in person, made the children realize 
that they were not alone, thereby giving them a true 
sense of being supported. I thank everyone who gave us 
this opportunity, those who have remembered us in their 
prayers, and the Taiwanese people who so graciously 
welcomed us. (Tr. JM)

(Cont'd from p.4)

At the opening orientation, some pastors and professors 
gave talks on the Bible and other topics. Following the 
presentations, participants were separated into groups in 
which the topics were discussed. Kosaka was impressed 
that despite varying opinions expressed in her group 
discussion, the members seriously continued to debate and 
seek answers. Rather than only reading the Bible passively, 
she felt keenly the importance of learning more about why 
certain scriptures appear as they do as well as the need to 
pursue a greater understanding of the background.

The main part of the program was ten days of service in 
a local church. While serving in churches throughout the 
country, the participants and the members of these churches 
shared their culture, history, cuisine, dances, songs of 
praise, and much more. 

This year both Japanese participants were assigned to 
aboriginal churches. Kosaka was assigned to a church of 
the Paiwan people in Pingtung. She learned that the Paiwan 
people and Japan have a strong historical connection. She 
also met a person there who had volunteered during the 
Great East Japan Disaster. As a result of her experience, 
she hopes to deepen her knowledge of the history shared 
by the Paiwan people and Japan, as well as to serve as a 
bridge between Tohoku and Pingtung.

Shimozono was assigned to the Kabalelradhane Church 
of the Rukai people in Pingtung. While there, she sensed 
the relational ties among these rural people, which people 
in the city lack, and felt a strong need across society to 
support the youth and elderly with intentional neighborly 
love. (Tr. JS)

                  —Hironaka Yoshimi, staff
                    Commission on Ecumenical Ministries

The Higashi Chugoku District group visiting the PCT office in Taipei
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           The Historic Missionary Residence and 
Kyoai Gakuen

                                                                                                                          by Okawa Tadashi, chancellor
                                                                                                 Kyoai Gakuen, Maebashi, Gunma Prefecture
On the Koyahara campus of Kyoai Gakuen there still 
stands one Western-style building. This is the Former 
Missionary Residence of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, which has been 
designated as an Important Cultural Property by Gunma 
Prefecture. It is now being used to house the archives of 
Kyoai Gakuen and serves as a witness to Kyoai Gakuen’s 
history and the legacy of the missionaries who served 
there.

Kyoai’s Founding and 
the American Board of Commissioners

Kyoai Gakuen opened with the name Maebashi Eiwa Girls’ 
School in 1888 (Meiji 21), as the successor to Maebashi 
English School. The school was established because of the 
persistent request of Maebashi English School’s teachers, 
such as Fuwa Kiyo and Murayama Yuki, graduates of Kobe 
Girls’ School, and Sasao Nui, a graduate of Tokyo Hara 
Girls’ School. With the assistance of Fukasawa Toshishige, 
Takatsu Nakajiro, Fuwa Tadajiro, and Niijima Jo, among 
others, together with the support of local churches and the 
cooperation of American Board missionaries, the school 
was founded.

In the same year, the American Board established a base 
of operation (later to be called the Maebashi Mission 
Station*) in Maebashi, with Miss Shed as the first 
missionary. The first missionary couple, Rev.William and 
Mrs. Inez Noyes, were sent there in 1891. Also in 1891, 
the Board constructed a missionary residence (the West 
Building) beside the Girls’ School, followed in 1892 by a 
residence for the missionary teachers (the East Building, 
now Kyoai Gakuen’s Former Missionary Residence). 
In 1894 the Maebashi Mission Station was formally 
inaugurated.

For the next half-century after that, missionaries 
maintained and developed local Christian mission work, 
and at the same time, in Maebashi:
　(1) they contributed to the formation of education at
         Kyoai by teaching English and Bible at the girls’
　　 school and by leading worship and showing the 
         lifestyle of contemporary women in the West;
    (2) they established the Maebashi Kindergarten (Seishin
        Kindergarten), run by the Board; and
   (3) they provided material and spiritual support and
        leadership for Jomo Orphanage.
 

Women Missionaries who lived in the East Building

A total of 16 missionaries resided at Maebashi Mission 
Station during half a century, 8 of whom were senior 
missionaries and their wives; the other 8 were single 
women missionaries. The main duties of the senior 
missionaries were to make regular visits to the churches 
within the district Maebashi Mission Station served, 
preaching and providing support, and their wives 

supported them in this. On the other hand, the single 
women missionary teachers undertook responsibility for 
the management and education of Seishin Kindergarten, 
in the position of principal. They had an important role in 
the education at Kyoai Girls’ School as well, as teachers 
of English, music, and the Bible. Here I will introduce the 
main single women missionaries who lived in the East 
Building, which is still in existence.

Miss Mary Helen Shed (at Maebashi 1887~1891)
M a r y  S h e d  w a s  b o r n  i n  B o s t o n , 
Massachusetts, on June 9, 1855, and 
graduated from Wellesley College, having 
majored in natural science. In 1887 she 
came to Japan and served as an English 
teacher in Osaka and Kyoto before 
going to Maebashi Mission Station as an 

educational missionary in September of that year. As a 
teacher at Maebashi Eiwa Girls’ School, she endeavored 
to build up the education there, and by supporting 
the churches in the Joshu region, she established the 
foundation of Maebashi Mission Station. Through Jomo 
Christian Women’s Association, she built up relationships 
with the women of the area, and in her own person 
provided an example of the lifestyle of a modern Western 
woman. She also worked for the establishment of Jomo 
Orphanage and Seishin Kindergarten. In March 1894 she 
left Maebashi, and after returning to the United States, she 
continued to provide material and spiritual support from 
Boston, which is where she passed away.

Miss H. Frances Parmelee (at Maebashi 1892~1899)
Frances Parmelee was born in Twinsburg, 
Ohio, on May 13, 1852, and graduated 
from Lake Erie Seminary. She came 
to Doshisha Girls’ School in 1877 in 
response to the request of Niijima Jo and 
Jerome Dean Davis. After a temporary 
return to the United States to nurse her 
sick mother, she came back to Japan again 

and was stationed at Tsu Mission Station in Mie Prefecture, 
before moving to Maebashi Mission Station at the request 

Lft. & ctr.: Maebashi Mission Station; Rt.: Kyoai Girls School 
(Early 1900s photo) Middle building still stands, used to exhibit archives

(Cont'd on p. 7)
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2019 Japan-Germany Youth Mission
                                                                                                                                              by Rev. Naka Yoshiyuki, Bible Teacher,
                                                                                                              Seirei Christopher High School

of Miss Shed.  Around that time the movement to abolish 
licensed prostitution was becoming very noticeably active, 
and along with school colleagues, such as Tsune Gauntlett, 
Mitani Tami, and Kubushiro Ochimi, Miss Parmelee 
became a leader in this movement. In her old age, she lived 
in Kyoto and died there in 1933. She was buried in the 
Miyagawa family cemetery on Mt. Nyakuoji.

Miss Fanny E. Griswold (at Maebashi 1898~1931)
Fanny Griswold was born in Southport, 
New York, on Oct. 14, 1864. She graduated 
from prestigious Mount Holyoke College 
before coming to Japan in 1889 and taught 
at Doshisha in Kyoto before working 
with such people as Kashiwagi Gien at 
Kumamoto Girls’ School. After a year’s 
furlough, she returned to Japan in 1898, 
and at the strong request of Rev. Albrecht 

in Yokohama, she changed her assignment 
from Tottori Mission Station and went to Maebashi 
Mission Station. For the next 34 years, until 1931, she 
served in that area and made evangelism tours around the 
Joshu region (Gunma Prefecture), while continuing to 
be involved in the education at Kyoai Gakuen. She also 
became the second acting-head of Seishin Kindergarten 
and worked to establish early childhood education there. 
She also made her mark as a leader in the Kyofukai (Japan 
Christian Women’s Organization) and church women’s 
groups. With her return to the United States in 1931, 
Maebashi Mission Station closed.

Miss Cora F. Keith (at Maebashi 1899~1903)
C o r a  K e i t h  w a s  b o r n  i n  B r a y t o n , 
Massachusetts in January 1873, and 
graduated from Mount Holyoke College. 
She served at the mission stations at 
Maebashi, Kyoto, Matsuyama, Niigata, 
Kobe, Tottori, and Miyazaki.

Miss Olive Sawyer Hoyt (at Maebashi 1902~1905)
Olive Hoyt was born in Portland, Maine 
on Feb. 7, 1874, and graduated from 
Mount Holyoke College. She served at the 
Maebashi, Kobe, and Matsuyama mission 
stations. From 1920 she was involved in 
women’s education as head of Shinonome 
Gakuen in Matsuyama.

Miss Marion E. Kane (at Maebashi 1926~1929)
Mar ion  Kane  was  born  in  Da l ton , 
Massachusetts on Nov. 20, 1899, and 
graduated from Columbia University. 
She served at the mission stations at 
Maebashi and Kobe. The maypole dance 
that she introduced at Kyoai Gakuen is still 
performed by students today. (Tr. SN)

*No longer in general use, the term “mission station” referred to a 
formal base of operation for mission work in a specific region.

The 2019 Japan-Germany Youth Mission was held from 
July 25 to August 3. The eight members from Japan this 
time ranged from second-year middle school students 
through first-year college students: three boys, five girls, 
and two leaders (a man and a woman). The receiving 
church group in Germany was the Kirchenkreis Wittstock-
Ruppin District, with District Superintendent Matthias 
Puppe bearing most of that responsibility.

The overall theme was “Genesis,” and after arriving, 
participants were divided into two groups to make artistic 
creations related to the first and second chapters of the 
Book of Genesis. We used such items as clay and tree 
leaves and displayed our creations at St. Marien Church 
where the Sunday worship service was held. Compared 
to Chapter 1, the realistic creations of Adam and Eve in 
Chapter 2 made a deep impression.

Continuing with the theme of “Genesis,” several other 
events were planned, including a discussion about the 
environmental issues of both countries, long-distance 
cycling and camping, and a time of prayer in a historic 
sanctuary, making for a full schedule. On the eighth day, 
we visited Berliner Missionswerk’s mission center and had 

a chance for interchange with Pfr. Dr. Christof Theilemann, 
Director of Berliner Missionswerk. He passionately related 
his recollections of feeling inferior as a believer during the 
former period of East Germany and stated that the tragedy 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki “must never, NEVER be 
repeated.”

Preparation was done this time by three members in their 
20s, who were the core of the task team; Rev. Kataoka 
Hoko of Kamakura Sensui Church and I served in the role 
of advisors. I am grateful for the place the young people 
were given for enthusiastic interaction. (Tr. RT)

(Cont'd from p. 6)

Japan-Germany Youth Mission participants with their host families
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The Kyodan’s most critical issue these days is that of 
structural reform. The organizational structure that has 
been in place since 1968 is facing numerous problematic 
areas, including the impact of its declining and aging 
membership, the need for effective evangelization of the 
younger generation, and the need to maintain financial 
stability. How can the organizational structure be revamped 
to function more smoothly within these realities while 
strengthening evangelistic outreach and reinvigorating the 
denomination? We are presently deliberating these issues 
in order to make concrete proposals to the 2020 Kyodan 
General Assembly.

To help revive the Body of Christ through such structural 
reform, we are endeavoring to activate movements to 
propel evangelism forward on a national scale, under 
the leading of the Word and the Holy Spirit. We are 
using  three slogans to give concrete direction to these 
movements:

  1. Prayer Movement —Let us pray together;
  2. Laity Movement—Let us proclaim together; and
  3. Offering Movement—Let us present our offerings 
     together.

As part of this effort, the third Sunday of each month is 
being designated “A Day of Prayer for the Promotion of 
Evangelism in Japan.” Likewise, we will encourage each 
district to identify churches with less people, which are 
also the only church in a rural town or city, so that we can 
pray for those churches and offer encouragement as we 
share in the issues they face.

Of course, struggling churches with low attendance that 
are the only ones in such rural towns and cities are not all 
alike, but they do represent the realities facing Japanese 
society, which has many depopulating areas — particularly 
in rural areas — along with a rapidly aging population in 
which only a small percentage are Christians. However, 
we can also see these situations as opportunities for the 
remarkable work of the Gospel.  At any rate, we want all 
our members to focus their prayers on such churches and 
their mission issues. By not focusing on places with great 
potential for attracting lots of people but focusing instead 
on seemingly evangelistically inefficient locations, there 
will be opportunities to see how the promises of God’s 
grace being poured out on the weakest places and Christ’s 
Great Commission to go into all the world will be fulfilled. 
We will see how the strength of the Kyodan’s nationwide 
network of bases of operation is maximized. (Tr. TB)

                                   —Akiyama Toru, general secretary

From the General Secretary's Desk:

“Unto the Least of These” Places of Worship
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Committee on East Asia, in which I participated, was 
“Japan’s Colonial Rule and North Korean Schools in 
Japan.” The People with Disabilities and the Church 
Committee’s topic was “People with Disabilities and 
Peace.” The Peace and Nuclear Issues Committee focused 
on the topics of “Aid for the Children of Chernobyl,” “The 
Issue of Nuclear Power Plants,” and “The Nuclear Weapon 
Problem.” 

In the session on service that I attended, the meaning of 
service (diakonia) in the New Testament was affirmed, and 
participants talked about what they themselves are doing, 
such as the Kids’ Diner, feeding the homeless, volunteering 
after the 2015 flooding in Joso, Ibaraki Prefecture, 
and creating an ecumenical network to prepare for the 
major earthquake expected to hit the Tokyo area. It was 
stimulating to come into contact with the variety of ways 
Christians are living lives of service, starting with worship 
and extending to service to their neighbors.      

On the third day, the NCCJ Mission Declaration 2019 was 
adopted. “The groaning of youth isolated in this ‘law of 
the jungle’ society,” “the cries for peace of an Okinawa 

that has been sacrificed,” “the cries of those exposed to 
nuclear threat,” “the cries of the women made into ‘comfort 
women’”—listening to all these and asking ourselves 
whether we have been able to be a neighbor to these 
women and men, the declaration states, “We declare here 
that we will be ‘the fellowship, the community (koinonia) 
of the Lord’, working for ‘God’s mission’.’’ (Tr.  DB)

(Cont'd from p. 3)


