
From left to right – Lyim Hong-Tiong; President Elect PCT; Makoto Iijima, 
UCCJ Disaster Relief Projects Director; Pusin Tali, Moderator PCT;Hideo 
Ishisbashi UCCJ Moderator; Shi Longfeng PCT Moderator Elect 

Although the all the large rubble from the tsunami has been removed, in order 
to cultivate the land the pain staking task of removing the small pieces of rubble 
by hand is still required.  

Both carpenters and materials are desperately 
needed to repair damaged homes. Ten professional 
carpenters were among the volunteers from Taiwan. 

Using scoops and shovels to shift through the soil in 
order to remove small pieced of rubble so the fields 
can once again be cultivated.. 

 
 
The Heartwarming Response to the Disaster from Churches in Taiwan 

As of October 31, 2012 the United Church of Christ in Japan has received 

¥233,666,869 in donations from overseas churches and organizations for relief 

projects in response to the disaster of March 11, 2011. Amazingly, among these 

donations over ¥80,000,000 came in from the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan 

and its affiliated organization.  

During my eight day visit to Taiwan in early November during which I 

reported on our relief work and extended gratitude for the generous donations, I 

was surprised to learn that the average monthly salary for recent college 

graduates in Taiwan is under $850. Although there is a difference in the cost of 

living, the lifestyle in Taiwan is very comparable to the one in Japan. However, 

the pastors, whose average monthly salary is $1,200, had no hesitation in 

raising the funds for these donations. 

The people of Taiwan did more than just send monetary donations, during 

the summer of 2012 they also sent nearly one hundred volunteers, including ten 

carpenters, in four teams came to do relief work in Sendai and Ishinomaki. 

These volunteers were selected from over one thousand people who had 

submitted applications to join. On the desk of the Rev. Lyim Hong-Tiong who will 

become General Secretary of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan in April 2013 

sits a piece of rubble he picked up while volunteering in Minamisanriku. He said 

that rock serves as a reminder of his time volunteering in Tohoku.   

The response to March 11 from overseas has been overwhelming and I 

hope that there continues to be a strengthening of these relationships that have 

developed out of this tragedy. 

(Makoto Iijima, UCCJ East Japan Disaster Relief Projects Director) 

Total Domestic GivingTotal Domestic GivingTotal Domestic GivingTotal Domestic Giving    

(through November 11, 2012) 
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